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GOVERNMENT OF BEflCAl! 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


Hi* Excellency Sib John Arthur Herbert, g.o.i.r. 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Kasem Fazlul Huq, in charge of th* 

Education Department. 

• 

(2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., in charge of 

the Home Department. 

(3) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, in charge of the 

Revenue Department. 

(4) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibui.lah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

in charge of Public Health (including Medical) and Local 
Self-Government Departments. 

(5) The Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbasar, 

in charge of Communications and Works Department. 

% 

(6) The lion’ble Mr. IIuseyan Shaheed Suhrawardy, in charge 

of Finance, Commerce and Labour Departments. 

(7) The .Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departments. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikot, in charge of the 

Forests and Excise Departments. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Muktjnda Behary Mullick, in charge of ^ie 

Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Departments. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Taiiizuddin Khan, in charge of Agriculture 
and Industries (including Veterinary) and Rural Recon- 
• struction ifepartments. 




Government of* Bengal. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEIJBLJ. 

Speaker. 

The Hon’fele Khan Bahadur M. Azizul ILiqpi, o.i.b. 

Deputy Speaker, 

M. Ashrafali, Esq., Barrister-at-law. 

Secretary. 

3L Ali Afzal, Esq., Barrister-at-law. 

First Assistant Secretary. 

Eai N. N. Sen Gupta Bahadur. 

Second Assistant Secretary. 

Khan Sahib Quazi Muhammad Sadrul Ola. 

Registrar. 

E. 0. Ghosh, Esq. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY* 


ALPHABETICAL USTlOF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayanganj East ( Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigram South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensingh West (Muhammadan),] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muham* 
madan).] 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Pabna West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Hinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Muktagacha (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul hftijid* Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdulla- A1 Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. [24-Parganas North-East 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Bidbhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhamma^m)^ 
ABttur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangpur South (Muham- 
madan).] • 

Abdur R&zzak, Maulvi. [Feni (^iuhammadan).] 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 



, i i 
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>Hd nr Re*a Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi.* [Cfiandpur Wait , 
•*. (ftAamaadan).] • f / 

Abu Hossain Sarkaf', Mdhlvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 
Abul Fafl, Mr. Muhammad [Madaripur West (Muhammadan). ] # 
AbuMlashim, Maulvi. [Bur^wa^j (Muhammadan).] 

Albul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona North ^Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhstmmadan).] 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta, of Mutyagacha, Mymen- 
singh. (Dacca Landholders.) # 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Aftab Hossain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Ali Enayet^ri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan.)] 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muham- 
madan).] 

Aminullah, Khan Saihib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Aihar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

Acizul Haque, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M., c.i.f.. [Nadia West 
(Muhammadan).] 

B 

Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. [Berhampore (Muhammadan.)] 

Baberj$e, Dr. Sureah Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Fdbtories).] a* 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas Nortb-West (General).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan Nortk-West (Genial),] 
$anerjee, Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).J 
Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 
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amhhh. xJi, Mr, Mohammad, [SerajgariJ Central (Muhammadan).! ** 

Bma, Babu ^rtmhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Batma, Mr. Puspajit. [Rangpur (General)?] * 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. [Dinajpur (General;, j 

Barman, Balm XJpendra Nath. [Jjdpajguri cum Siliguri (Geifftal).] 

Bfsu, Mr. Jatindra Nf^th. [Calcutta North (General).] 

B&su, Mr. Santosh Kumar. \ Calcutta EaBt (General).] 

Bell-Hftrt, Miss f*. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [Midnapore East (General).] 
Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

Brown, *Mr. A. 0. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
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Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Bogra rum Pahna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Cbaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal (General).] 
Chippendlle, $lr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Division (European).] 


D 

Das, Mr. Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (General).] 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Hooghly North-East (General).] 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Perganas North-West (General).]* 

Dat, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [MurshidaJbad (General).] # 

Das, Mr. Monomohan. [Mymensingh East (General).] 

Bass, Babu Debendrrf Nath. [Birbhum (General).] 

Das Gupta* Mr. Khagendra ‘Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siligtu# • 
(general).] 
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'"Da* Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (Gener*!).^ * 

•fias Gufta, Sriyut Narendra Hath. [Bakarganj SoutH-^eet (General;*] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirenlra Nlth, [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, fc. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General), f 
Dut^Mrt Sukumar. [Hoogjjly gouth-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General ^Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu*. [Barrackpore (Registered 
Factories).] 

E 

Edbar, Mr. Upendm,aath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Haque, Kftzi. [Kurigram North (Muhammadan).] 

F 

Farhad Baza Chowdhury, Mr. M. [Jangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-Weat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.) 

French, Mr. F. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

G 

Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
GHhose, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Gdla2% Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Bamganj cum Raipur 
(Muhammadan).] •« 

Gomes, Mr. S. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division North Municipal 
(General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 
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* Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (Gen#al).] # 

Gupta, Mr. J. V- # [Railway Trade UniGn (Labour!.] # ^ * 

Guruag, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (Oeneral).] + 

% 

Gyaanddin Ahmed Choudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East /'Muham- 
madan).] 


H 

% # 

Habijmllah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan),] 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishorega^j East (Muham- 
madan).] C? 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanu^kaman, Maulvi Md. [Tippora South (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hasina Murshed, m b.e., Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Hawkings, Mr. R. J. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, M r - M. A. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
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m 

Jaialuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bazar (Mfham- 
madan).] 

Jaialuddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

.Jalan, Mr- I. D. [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasimud din. Ahmed, Mr. [24-Parganas South (Muhammadan).] 

Jonah J^i Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 
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K 

Kgbiruddin Khan, Shan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muhin* 
mfdan).] 0 

KazdfS Aft Mirza, Sahibzada £aw^n Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mill! Association,) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Cqjnmerce.) # 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [Dinajpur (General).] 


M 

MacGregor, Mr. G. G. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogra North (Muhammadan).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahatab, Maharajkumar Uday Chand. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 
Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) Women.] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [Mymenlungb West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra, [Tippera (General).] 

MSndul, Mr. Jogendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East (General).] 
Mandal, ^Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvj. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Maniruszaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong SoutA Central 
(Muhammadan).] • 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] # 
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, Maffadin, Mr. F. P. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

Masttd Ali Eh ah Panni, Maulvi. [Tangjil South ^fuhaiatnadan).] 
Mii^ Mr. C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

(Millar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] ^ 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogi% West (Muhammadan).] 
.Mehsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Mehejpur (Muhammadan),] 

Mookerjee, Dr. S^amaprasad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., # c.i.e. [Presidency Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North 
(Muhammadan).] ^ 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kiskoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [Bankura (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Barrackpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. (Hooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. [Calcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian).] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [Birbhum (Generali. 1 

* 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari. [Khulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).] 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosk. [Bankura West (General).] 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpai- 
guri cum Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] 

Mustagawsal Haque. Mr. Syed. [Bagerhat (Muhammadan).] 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. [Brahmanbaria North (Muham- 
madan).] 

N 

(Kandy, v the Hon’blO Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossimbasar, 
(Preajdency Landholders.) # A 

Nasarullah, Nawabxada K., Parliamentary Secretary. [Brahmanbaria 
%nth .(Muhammadan).] 
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^MkerJfMr. Hem Chandra. f24-Parganaa South-East (General). J 
Nausher Al»r Mr. §yed. ^ [Jessore Sadar (MuhammadA).] 

Nftzimifcyin, the Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir, k.c.i.x. [Calcutta {forth 
(Muhammadan).] 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly tcum Howrah Municipal (Muhad*> 
madan).] . c 

Norton, Mr. H. It. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


P 

Pain, Mr. Baradt Prosanna. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(General).] 

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commence.) 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda (General).] 


R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan). J 

Raikut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(General).] 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (Muhammadan),] 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. [Mymensingh East (General).] 
Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna (General).] 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 
Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Roy, ilr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatar(General).] » 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra • (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Rjy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General).] 
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Sad|ruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).^ 
Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. [Rangpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] * 

Sa^m, Mr. S. A. . [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan),] 

Sanyal,*Dr. Naliaaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal (General).] 
Sanyd, Mr. Sasanka SelJiiar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 

Sarker, Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Bengal National Chamber of Commeree.) 
Sassoon, Mr. R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerc^) 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Dacca East (General).] 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas Southeast 
(General).] 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.b.e., Parliamentary Secretary. [Narayan- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [Mymensingh South (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Bajbu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Sinha, Srijut Banindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. [Rajshahi Division (European).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Parganas Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Sur^Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 


T 

< * 

Tamisuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. * [Faridpur West (Muhammadan),] 
Tapuriah^ Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 
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# Thakur# Mr. Fromatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Ch^dhuy, fcaulvi Haji. [Bhola South 
Vadan).] 

W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore Ea^t ( Muhammadan).] 
Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 
Yusuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan). J • 


Z 


Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Registered 
Factories) Labour.] 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 26th February, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Presents 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/ul Haquk, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 220 members. ' 

[AM/. — The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir Nazirnuddin was absent, from the Assembly 
on the 26th February, 1940, and so questions concerning hia departments were 
not taken up.] 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Unexpected declaration of public holidays. 

•86. Mr, KHAGENDRANATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Is the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Dejiartment aware that much 
inconvenience and hardship is caused to the litigants and others having 
business in the courts and public offices at Sadar stations as aj*es«lt 
of unexpected declaration of a holiday preceding a number of holidays P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to.state what steps the Government propose to take 
for communication of such information to the litigants earlier in 
future to s&we them from taking all the troubles, inconveniences, loss* 
of time«nd money. 

. 2 * 



"t . QUESTIONS.. [26th Fd., 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE, COMMERCE and LABOUR 
OEPARTMENft fthe Hon’hTe Mr. H. 8. Suhrakanly): (a) It ie 

possible that an unexpected declaration of holiday has caused incon- 
venience? ^ 

(&} Government adopt the quickest methods available of conveying 
the information. I am considering ways and means to minimise such 
instances. 

Scheduled Caste representative on the Pabna District School' Board. 

• 

•87. Babu MADHU 8UDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that there is 
no Scheduled Caste representative in the Pabna District School Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of having a Scheduled* Caste representative 
in the said Board? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that most of the old primary schools in the Scheduled Caste 
villages of the district are going to be shifted to new places 
by the direction of the Committee for selection of the sites; 
and * 

(ii) that thereby causing hardship to the Scheduled Caste boys? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling amongst 
the Scheduled Castes over the question of the transfer of sites of the 
existing schools? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. > 

( b ) The question will be considered at the time of the appointment 
of members under section 6 (h) of the Act in future. 

(c) (i) Of the 34 Scheduled Caste primary schools, 12 are to be 
shiftod as their sites are not central. 

< * (%i) No hardship has been reported. 

( d ) To. 

(«) Does not arise. 

Babu MADHU SUDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to will> 

«~the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc state whether the department is 
ready to shift the site of the schools having regard to the oonven&noe 
of the Scheduled Castes bovs P • 
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' The Hon'blt A. K. FAZLUL H^IQ: That is a mat tel for jVi 

District School Board to consider and if ther% is a^y grievance, I have 
no ^oubt that the School Board will oonsider it. 

Btbu MADHU SUDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to naswe? (1), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when that occasion will 
come to make appointment uyder section 6(A) of the Act? 

The Hon’ble Jflr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: At present there is no 
vacancy. But there is every likelihood of a vacancy occurring in about 
four months’ time and as soon as the vacancy occurs, the defect will be 
remedied. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Hfflwmm ^ #(») 4 w wx osift 

Scheduled Castes primary school 45 * * 5"t shift TO 5W — 

Scheduled Castes school OTTCff fofa fa criterion fo* CVTOTR? 

The •Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The majority of the 
students belong to the Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: fa stfr *TOT mm 5T* ft w 

08&1 Scheduled Castes fT^TS STRUTT 085*1 Scheduled Castes 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware, 

they are not. But I cannot say definitely; I have no information. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: fa TO Scheduled 

Castes C* CRT 5OT shifted TO 5E5 C* ^ Scheduled 

Castes m interest U^T «RT *T5TO shifted VSKV •CTCS? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have absolutely no doubt 
that that will not be done. It will be shifted in the interests of the 
students of the Scheduled Castes themselves. 

State of handloom industry in Noakhali. 

*88. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Is the Hon’ble^i/Sister 

in ^charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware— 

(i) that in the Noakhali district about 65,000 weavers mainly 
depend for* their livelihood on the handloom industry and 
Cfyaumuhani Bazar is the principal centre of marketing the** 
handloom product as well as of purchasing yarns, dye stuffs 
and chemicals for industry; f 
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• 

(it) khit dy$ stuffs do not come under the Ordinance for regulatidn . 
of pricey as t^e contracts between the imperial Chemical 
Industries (India), Co., Ltd., and their agents have fixed a 
maximum price-limit; 

(fit) £hat the sole agent of the aforementioned company at 
Ohaumuhani has raised the prices much a)x>ve the maximum 
rate fixed in the agency contract and that the weavers 
entered their protest, by not purchasing yarns and dye- 
stuffs nor selling their products on two 4uit days, \.e., on 
the 14th November, 1939, and the 21st November, 1939; 

(tv) that even the local dyeing and weaving expert had to pay 
more than the contracted rate and this fact was brought to 
the notr^e of the District Magistrate and a special police 
enquiry was held and report supporting the allegations of 
the weavers was submitted but no steps have been taken 
and as a result yarn merchants have raised the prices of 
the yarns ; and 

(r) that owing to the rise in prices the cottage industry will be 
very hard hit and the weavers will lose their only source of 
livelihood P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of taking steps to 
regulate the prices of dyestuffs and chemicals? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a)(i) Yes, but I have 
no information as to the actual number affected. J 

(«) Dyes having been supplied mostly by Germany are not now 
obtainable in such quantities as formerly, nor at previous prices. The 
difficulties of handloom weavers have been brought to the notice of 
the Government of India who are investigating the position and are 
exploring possibilities of supplies. 

(Hi) I have been informed that there is a Price Control Committee 
for Chaumuhani Bazar. The Rubdivisional Officer, Circle Officer, and 
o£her members of the committee inquired into the matter and found no 
evidence to show that the local agent of the company raised the price 
of dyestuffs above contract rates. * 

I have been further informed that the weavers did sell their goods 
and purchase yarns on the 14th November, 1939, and the 21§t Novem- 
*ber, 1939. At the instigation of sqme local people they desisted from 
purchasing dyestuffs from the shop of the agent on those days, but 
they started purchasing dyes from the subsequent hat day. ' 



19#*] QUESTIONS. 8 • 

• * • 

\ (iv) The complaint referred to was fluly enquired into by fthe Sul* 
divisional Officer# who found that the qgent was selling (fyel tuffs a at 
the rates fixed by the company. 

fy) It is natural that the cottage industries must have bee© effected 
but to what extent it is difficult to gauge. 

( b ) Vide reply to (it). 

Communal ratio in clerical appointment* wi Asansd Criminal Courts, 

Burdwan. 

•89. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MONDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(o) the present number of clerks in the Orimiiife Courts of Asansol 
subdivision in the district of Burdwan; and 

(b) how many of them are — 

• (i) Caste Hindus, 

(it) Muslims, and t 
(in) Scheduled (Tastes ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) The subdivisional strength 
of the clerical establishment is 22. 

(6) (t) Caste Hindus ... ... 16 

(it) Muslims ... ... 6 

(Hi) Scheduled Castes ... ... 1 


Rise in prioeB of commodities due to war. 

•90. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Ts the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and labour Department aware that 
since the declaration of war against Germany, the prices of all com- 
modities have been continually rising? 

(b) What has been the percentage of rise in prices in the different 
commodities the prices of which have gone up? 

*(c) What steps have been taken to prevent such rise^ 

(d) What further steps do the Government propose to take in the 

matter? • 

% 

(e) Do the Government keep a^y index figure of cost of living frmn r x 
week to week* or at all? 
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• B 

if) * the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of — . 

(i) paying as war allowance 25 per cent, of the wages to each 
employee of Government drawing below Rs. 100 per month ; 
' ' and ^ 

(<*) taking steps to compel all non-Goveniment employers to pay 
25 per cent, of the wages as war allowance, to all their 
employees drawing less than ^Rs. 100 per month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The honourable member is 
referred to the reply given to the identical question, No. 33 (unstarred) 
by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, on the 21st February, 1940. 

Dr. 8URE8H CjgANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the pre-war price of a 
maund of coarse Patna rice was Rs. 4-4 whereas the present price of 
the same rice is Rs. 5 and that the percentage of increase in this case 
has been approximately 25 per cent. ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does the question arise? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: It arises because the 
questioner wanted to know what has been the percentage of increase 
in the prices of food-stuff and I wanted to know whether it is a fact 
that the percentage of increase in the price of that particular commo- 
dity has been 25 per cent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When there are different commodities concerned, 
it is very difficult for the Hon’ble Commerce Minister to ascertain the 
exact rise in the price of a particular commodity. 

Dr, 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I asked a similar 
question the other day to ascertain the exact position in regard to the 
rise in the prices of commodities and I know that if he tried, he might 
have told us about the position. But we do not get any answer from 
him on the point. 

* 

v 

The tlOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may 1 point ^ut 
that weekly list of prices are circulated by the Chief Price Controller 
and from that it is easily ascertainable what is the price of a parti- 
cular commodity which is prevailing in the market. If the honourable 
- member wishes to know the comparative prices of a particular commo- 
dity, I shall accept a short-notice question from him. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH # BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state pdth reference to the # answer on the pAvtous dip 
regarding the Price Controller whether any % advi^>ry body has been 
formed to advise the Controller of Prices and whether the members 
of the Assembly are associated with that body? 


TtaPHon’M* Mr. I*. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not remember 

whether there is any mem be? of the Assembly associated with that 
body hpt probably there are some members who are. 

• 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to question 

( f ) (u) t will the Hon’ble Minister t>e pleased to let us know what steps 
has he taken up till now to bring pressure on both Government and 
non-Government employers to increase wages oi^to give some war 
bonus to their employees? 


Mr. ,8PEAKER: That question is too general. 


Bekander beel in khas mehal estate of Khanjanpur. 

•81. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Sekander heel in Rukindipur maur.a under khas mahal 
estate of Khanjanpur is being used by the villagers for 
‘Irrigation purposes; 

(it) that the said beel was settled with Reazuddin Mondal and 
others but subsequently the settlement was cancelled by the 
then District Magistrate in March, 1938; 

(Hi) that now the Manager has in spite of such cancellation realised 
rent from Reazuddin Mondal and granted him receipts; and 

(it?) that there exists a feeling of discontent over such encroachment 
upon the free use of public rights? 

♦ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble MRTister 
considering the desirability of issuing order for restoring th £beel for 
the use of the public? * 

• 

' The Hom’M. Sir BIJOY PRA0AD 8INCH ROY: (a) <*) and (t*) M 
Ye*. 
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9 

(tn)VThe order of March/ 1938, cancelling me **> Element wj» 
«rfocindAl la tha beel was, on enquiry, found to be gradually silting up 
and expected to be^omp^tely silted up and £t for cultivation in a few 
years. .Bents were, accordingly, realised. 

(ijj) and ( b ) No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will $e Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the enquiry ^as made and what was tho 
occasion for having that enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I ask for nbtice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, c^p sidering the fact that the District Magistrate of 
Bogra cancelled the settlement in .March, 1938, how such an enquiry 
can be made so soon after the order of settlement was cancelled and 
then again that order rescinded? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: It was done on 
enquiry, I can assure the honourable member. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is a great amount of public discontent on that matter? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please consider the desirability of having an enquiry made to find out 
if there is any such feeling among the public or notP 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; If I am convinced 
that there is such feeling, certainly there will be an enquiry. 


Girls’ primary schools in Mymensingh. 

*92. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

ft; the present number of aided primary girls’ schools in the district 
M of Mymensingh; * 

(it) the number of students getting education therein; and 
(Hi) whether it is a fact that Government are not giving sanction to 
the District School Board for payment of the grants-in-aid 
to all those institutions? 
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l 

* '(b) Is the Hon ’bis Minister aware — * 

• 

(t) that there* exists a feeling amoif^st the teachers for their 
inability to draw their salary for th£ last line months owing 
to .the refusal of the Government in giving sanction *to the 
District School Board in the matter: and % 

# • 

(it) that male or female guru training passed teachers in the district 
for girls* schctols are # not available? 

(c) ti the answer to (b) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Gov- 
ernment to relax the existing grant-in-aid rules unless sufficient number 
of guru training passed teachers are available? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the Muslim community* of the district as well as a con- 
siderable section of the Hindu community do not welcome the 
idea of co-education in primary schools; 

(it) that the District School Board had decided to maintain separate 
girls’ schools on aided basis for the present ; and 
(in) that the Government have been asked to accord its sanction in 
the matter? 

(e) If the answers to (d) (ii) and (Hi) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has he taken in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) (i) 1,562. 

(it) 65,246.. 

(tit) It is not a fact. 

(b) (i) Does not arise. 

(ii) It is a fact that such teachers are not available for all schools. 

(c) The District School Board has already been asked to relax the 
grant-in-aid rules in deserving cases, as permitted under the rules. 

(d) »(i) I am n °t aware of the fact. 

(ii) Yes, until they can be amalgamated with boys’ schools. 

^iii) No. v 

(«) Does not arise. 

' Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROp hi •Ml* fa w cmtPR 
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n Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi Thet I oknnot say, $r. 

p6ssiblf for me to answer immediately. 

f # 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: uratf* fa wraOT/nec * 

to fro sre umct, st srtrol to* fafa* c** 

•Olt stf? ; 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise here. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, the question was actually this 
“that there exists a feeling amongst the teachers for their inability to 

draw their salary for the last nine months and so on ” and the 

answer is “that question does not arise.” 

Mr. SPEAKER As a matter of fact the question should have been 
admitted in the form “is it a fact that Government refused to give 
sanction to the District Boards in the matter.” The other matter does 
not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I would ask the first portion of 
the question whether the teachers are getting their salaries. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no concern of the Hon’ble Minister. 
That is the concern of the local body. You can certainly ask the 
'question, as you have asked, namely, whether sanction was given by 
Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : siotTs fa & to&t 

WOT — 4 qfasfap ^ WWW5 KltW fTO cnlvjjCb 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: TOtf* (<*)(») 3OT* 

($TO W WIOTOT I am not aware of the fact — fa fofa W5 ^ W 

OT15 sm :ro$ wrac mm a* hot to 

TOfasrc* to to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Y es, Sir, there is a feeling 

against oo-education. I know that. 

rj|r. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: fa otw 

CTOOT C5TO CTOOT ?HT STftOT^ fast WTO ve‘UHl'i5< CTO TORT#G(TW 

fa? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole question of 
^starting primary schools is being considered. It cannot be considered 
piecemeal. 
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Cow^ar* glints to madrasahs and JLdM Casta schools AMb 
English and high English in Jsssora. • ' " 

*tt Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in change of the Education Department be pleased to state th^ present 

number and names of — % 

• • 

(i) madrassahs (senior and junior) for the Muslims; and 


(it) middle English *and high English schools for the Scheduled 
Castes, existing in the district of JessoreP 

(M Do any of fhem get any grant-in-aid from the Government? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state their names 
and the amount of monthly grant received by each of them? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement is laid on 
the table. ** 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 93. 

Statement op Government grants to Madrassahs and Scheduled 
Cask Schools (middle English and high English) in the 

DISTRICT OF JeSSORE. 


1. 

Jhinkargacha 

Senior Madrassahs. 


Amount of 
grant 
reoeived 
from 

Government. 

Rs. 

50 

2. 

Magura 


. . 

60 

1. 

Basundia 

Junior Madrassahs. 


40 

2. 

Bartch^tala 



50 

3. 

Darmutia 



25 

4. 

Jhenida 



70 

5. 

Khaitola 



50 

6. 

Kashipur 



50 

7. 

Maulanabad 



50 

8. 

Parbatipur 



70 

9. 

Raghunathpur 



76 

10. 

Chachai Dhon&i 



35 

11. 

Lahuria 



35 

12. 

Alikdia 



30 

13. 

Goraganja 



30 

14. 

Joypur 



W 00 

*45. 

Bonogram 



• 30 

16. 

Durgapur 



30 

17. 

Hat Fazilpur 



Nil. 

18. 

Nakashi 




19. 

Nahatta 



m 

20. 

Baighona 



ii 

21. 

^Jhanpur 



ii 



It 
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High ^Ritglzsh akd middle mourn Schools tor ■Scheduled Castes te 

* 1 4 THB^DI STRICT OP JESSORE. 

Amount of 
grantaanc- 
tioned dur- 
ing the 
current 

Amount of grant made financial 
from General Fund, year out of 
the special 
allotment for 
Scheduled 
Caste insti- 
tutions. 


High Schools. Rs. 

1. Mashiahati 0 .. Rs. 100 per month .. 500 

Middle English Schools. 

1. Maliat ..Nil 250 

2. Bamanhat . . „ 250 

3. Damukhali . . „ 250 

4. Khamarpara Khati . . „ 250 

5. Folia . . „ 250 

6. Andha . . „ 250 

7. Churargati . . „ 250 

8. Gopalpur . . „ 250 


Mr. RA 8 IK LAL BI 8 WA 8 : & cfcfaw mxm cc 

urfayr wry y? *cr t 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: That is in the reply itself. 

Mr. RA 8 IK LAL BI 8 WA 8 : Scheduled Caste ^ W *ao 5 t*t CTO* 
WHCCf 4 &T 4 TOT* *rra$ ?mx. a 5 r recurring grant ^ I aw fy 

*WT? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite clear. 

Mr. RA 8 IK LAL BI 8 WA 8 : Scheduled Castes TO «F 0 CtR 

Middle English «wn ‘ w 6 WW *lt, HM'WS 5 ITO nUTO WTO 

f¥ w fro to f^r towto fa? 
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\ 

. Thi Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not see w)k there f 

should be a competition started between *poor Madrasahs and Middle* 
English Schools. There is absolutely no cbmpefttion and no dis- 
crimi&fetion and my honourable friend will find that while mb have 
given Be. 2,500 to the Scheduled Caste Schools, Madrasahs have got 
about Bs. 790 only. It is true the^ are not at the present* moment 
recurring but. the question of these grunts will be reviewed from year 
to year and as soon as there* are sufficient number of students the 
grants ^ill be made monthly. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: 4$ CS frr*T CTO? W grant TOJT 
SCStl •ttF ST* &TTO C* Scheduled Castes Education Fund flOT 
Fund OT VfKm? STFR f T £ <* CW «rr? PFM« 

5wr cws to TOr ^rt? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 


Muhammadan clerks in lower division in oivil courts in Bankura. 

•95. Khan Bahadur Dr. SYED MUHAMMAD 8IDDIQUE: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state with reference to the civil courts in the district of liankura for 
the last five years — 

(a) whether Muhammadan clerks in the lower division were allowed 
«k) work in higher grade posts ; 

( h ) whether in cases of leave vacancies in the upper division 
Muhammadan clerks were allowed to officiate; 

(c) whether junior non-Muhammadan clerks were given preference 

to officiate in the upper division; 

(d) how many leave vacancies occurred during the period; and 

(e) the manner in which they were filled up (giving names, educa- 

tional qualifications and pay of the officers so appointed)? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LECISJ.A'fTvE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’W# Nawab Musharruff Husain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) There are such instances. 

' (d) 12 . * . 

(cl 4 statement is laid on the table. 



Statenfeni referred to in th ^ reply to clause (e) qf starred question' 
No. 95, showing names, educational qualifications, etc . 


£ 


, 

1936-1939'to date. 



Leave vacancy. 

^ i 

Persons officiated. 

« 

Pay. 

Period. 

e ; 

(1) Babu 8 . C. Quha, 
Sheristadar. 

24-4-30 to 22-8-30 

In his plaee Babu D. C. 
Ganguly, m.a., Head 
Clerk. 

Re. 

r 

138 



In his place Babu L. K. 
Sinha, b.a,, Account- 
ant. 

130 



In hie place M. Muham- 
mad, b.a., Sheristadar, i 
" Munsif’s Court. 

98 



In his place Babu Subodh 
Ch. Dae, b.a., Clerk. 

80 

v 

(2) Babu Manindra M. 
Gupta, Nazir. 

30-10-30 to 16-1-30 

In hie place Babu Lalit 
Kumar Sinha, b.a.. 
Head Clerk. 

130 



In hie place Babu Ham 
Krishna Mukherji, 

Clerk. 

40 

(3) Babu L. K. Sinha, 
Head Clerk. 

0-4-37 to 4-0-37 . . 

In hie place Babu Amal 
Chandra Banarji, b.a., 
Stenographer. 

70 

(4) M. Muhammad, Ac- 
countant. 

0-4-37 to 8-0-37 . . 

In his place Babu Ashu- 
toeh Pal, b.a., Assist- 
ant Accountant. 

80 

(0) Babu Manmathanath 
Mukherji, Sheristadar, 
Munsif's Court. 

19-4-37 to 18-0-37 

! 

In hie place Babu Suryya 
Narain Nag, Clerk. 

| 80 

(0) Babu Pramathanath 
Mahapatra, Sherista- 
dar, Munsif's (JourV 

3-0-37 to 2-0-37 . . 

i 

In his place Babu Ham 
Sedan Mukherji, Clerk. 

80 

(l^Babu D. C. Ganguly, 
Sherktadar. 

I 

14-0-37 to 24-0-37 

i 

In his plaoe Babu L. K. 
Sinha, B.A., Head 
Clerk. 

166 

f 


i 

In his place Babu Amal 
Chandra Banerji, B.A., 
Stenographer. c 

76 

(8) M. Muhammad, Ac- 
oountant. 

30-8-37 to 2*10137 

In his place Babu A. T. 
Pal, Bjt., Assistant 
Accountant. # 

80 
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’question^ 


« 


• 

leave vacancy. 

% 

1986-1939 to date. 

« 

# 

Persons officiated. 

* 

Pay. 

» 

Period. 


# 


Re. 

(9) Baba Shayamapada 
Chatterji, Head Clerk. 

a 

6*7-38 to J5-7-38 .. 

* In his place Babu Amal 
Chandra Banerji, b.a., 
Stenographer. 

80 

(10) Babu Bharat Chandra 
Biswas, Bench Clerk, 

19-8-38 to 22-9-38 

In his place Babu Manu- 
jendra Gupta, b.a., 

54 

District Judge’s Court. 


Clerk. 


(11) Babu Shyam&pada 
Chatterji, Head Clerk. 

3-1-39 to 19-2-39 .. 

In his place Babu Amal 
Chandra Banerji, b.a.. 
Stenographer. 

80 

(12) Babu Ram Krishna 
Banerji, Sheristadar, 
Munsif’s Court. 

9-8-39 to 11-10-39 

■■ - 

In his place Babu Naren- 
dra Nath De, Clerk. 

74 


Management of Anjuman Islamia, Darjeeling. 

•98. Maulvi MD. HA8AHUZZAMAN : Will the Hon’bie Minister 
in charge of the Education (Wakf) Department he pleased to state — 

(а) whether Anjuman Dianna, Darjeeling, is managed by & wakf 

property ; 

(б) whether the proprietor has registered his property and sub- 

mitted his statement to the Wakf Commissioner; 

m 

( c ) whethef the records of the wakf property have ever been 

inspected by any officer; 

(d) if so, when; 

(e) whether any petition has been made by public to enquire into 

the matter; and 

if) if so, what steps, if any, have been taken ujj to, date? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (e) Yes. 

4&) and (c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(/) The President of the Committee was asked to enrol the wakf 
estate. The .new President recency elected has applied for time to 
submit the enrolment application. Enquiry will be made, if necessary, 
after th# enrolment. 
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Promotion of dark* in Civil Courts, ‘FarMpur. 

* t • 

•97. Mr. MOHAMMAD ABUL FAZL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to la.y<dn the 
table a statement showing for five years from 1934 to 1938 — 

(t) the names of lower divisfbn clerks of the Civil Courts of Farid- 
pur district appointed in the upper division with names of 
those clerks who have been superseded with — 

(1) academic qualifications, 

(2) length of service, and 

(3) nature of officiating 
appointments held by each ; 

(it) in how ntSny of these cases the instructions contained in rule 
( 1 0 > (//), (b) and (c> of the High Court Rules and Orders 
regarding issue of notice and recording of proceedings and 
reasons were not followed and by whom (giving names) ; and 

(in) how many representations were against these higher appoint- 
ments by those whose claims were superseded, and with what 
result P 

(b) What appointment was made from lower to higher division in 
1939, by whom, and how many representations have been submitted 
against this appointment ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) ( i ) Necessary statements are laid on the table. 

(it) Three, i.e., Nos. 4, 5 and 6 in statement “A” In case of 
appointment No. 4 the rules were complied with excepting that no 
notices were given. 

In case of No. 5 the man was already officiating successfully in a 
higher grade vacancy from before. Notice for this vacancy was circu- 
lated. He had to revert on the reversion of the permanent incumbent 
and then again he was appointed in 1937 to another higher grade 
vacancy on reasons of merit. 

In case of No. 6, the reason is similar to that of No. 5 above. 

Appointments 4 and 5 were made by Rai K. B. Roy Bahadur, 
District Judge, since retired and fi by Mr. H. G. S. Bivar, i.c.s. 

(Hi) One representation was submitted to the District Judge in the 
case of appointment No. 4 of Babu Suhodhananda Ray in which no 
notices were circulated. The representation was rejected. 

(b) The appointment of District Judge’s Naair was made ip 1939 by 
Maulvi S. A. Ali, District Judge. # Twelve representations have been 
submitted against this appointment, of which 11 to both Government 
and High Court and one to High Court only. ° 



Statement U A” referred to in the reply to clausk(a) (i) of starred question A o, 97, 

. 'showing the persons superseded by each promotion from Lower* tck Higher # 
grade (1934 to 1&38). * * 



Serial 


Names of persons promoted. 

num- 
ber 
in tke 
list. 

Persons superseded. 

• 

(1) Krisna K. Ganguly 

. Of) 

Nos. 1 to f>4. 

(2) Sureildra K. Banerjea 

. 20 

Nos. 10 to 10 excepting Nos. 12 
and 13. 

(3) Zahed Ali Khan 

. 19 

Nos. 10 to 18 excepting Nos. 12 
and 13. 

(4) Subodhananda Koy 

. 24 

Nos. 2 to 23 excepting Nos. 5, 9, 
12 and 1$. 

(5) Lut far Hahaman 

20 

Nos. 10 to 25 excepting Noe. 12, 
13, 10, 20 and 24. 

(0) Prabhat Ghandra Paul 

. 0f> 

Nos. 11 to 04 excepting Nos. 12, 


13. 19, 20, 23, 24, 20, 41, 43, 
44, 40, of) and f>8. 





(18) Rmb B. Bmu (#). . Ditto 29 S 

(18) Blpin B. Ga&guU (A) Ditto 26 1 

(14) Md. Mauem (^T . . Ditto 25 5 27 7 27 II 28 1 

(16) Kushal De Kntr&nc? passed 21 3 23 5 23 9 . 4 23 11 

(18) Srtnath Roy . . Ms trie. 21 3 23 :> 23 9 23 11 
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(88) Sarwndrm N. Chat- Matric. . . 15 7 She 



<•) District transfer on t5tb June, 1938. (<•) Died on 23rd Anjrost, 

(*) Died on 26th February, 1938. (d) DM on*«th January, 
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<») DWd on 10th January, 1930. (ft) promoted OQ lct h February, 1938. 


1940.] QUESTION^. 9# 

• 8 

Clerical appointments made in District Judge’s Offioet Bankura, during 

1939. 

•98. Khan Bahadur Dr. 8YED MUHAMMAD SIDDIQUlE: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department lie 
pleased to state how many elerfeal appointments have been made both 
in the upper and lower divisions in the District Judge’s Office, Bnnkura. 
since 17th March, 1939? 

(6) Has any Muhammadan been appointed in any of the posts? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(d) What is the present percentage of Muhammadan clerks in the 
upper and lower divisions as against the total strength in each division? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur' 

(a) Two in the upper division posts only. 

(b) No. 

(c) These two promotions were made, one being that for the post of 
the Stenographer of the Subordinate Judge and the other being that 
for the post of a Munsif’s Sarishtadar. 

The vacancy for the post of the Stenographer was widely advertised 
throughout the Province and candidates representing all communities 
were asked to sit for a test. No Muslim candidate appeared but one 
from the Depressed Class did. A junior Hindu clerk of this office who 
is an M.A., and who was officiating in the post from before, was found 
to he the bdfct ynd he was appointed. 

For the post of the Munsif’s Court Sarishtadar, the seniormost clerk, 
who is a Hindu and has rendered over 26 years’ service being the fittest 
person for the jiost, was promoted. Previous to this, this clerk had 
also officiated as such. The seniormost Muslim clerk stands junior to 
him by 6 places. 

(d) Upper division 7 *7 per cent, and lower division 17 -3 per cent. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister Jp 
pleased to state what are the papers in which the vacancy for tj^e post 
of stenographer was advertised P 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahaifurt 

The advertisement was made by the office and I cannot sav what are 
the papers in which it was advertised. But I can tell my friend in 
this connection that I have quite recently passed an order to the 
department to hold a test examination for Muslim stenographer^ who 
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* will be suitable for appointment in mufassil and wken the test is held 
and we get a list* of persons suitable for these posts we will supply 
candidates from Calcutta. * 

Mr/ ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that this post was not advertised in the notice board of the office? 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. It was advertised 
in the pai>er. 


Appeals against orders of Debt Settlement Boards. 

•90. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment he pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the years 
1937 up to October, 1939, with regard to the appeals preferred against 
the orders of the different Debt Settlement Boards before the’Subdivi- 
sional Officers in Dinnjpur — 

(a) dates of tiling; 

(b) dates of final order passed ; 

(c) the reasons for the delay in final disposal ; and 

(d) the reasons for not disposing the appeals pending? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Midlick): in) and (It) There were 60S such ap]>eals and the preparat- 
ion of a detailed statement involves an amount of labour which, I 
regret, I do not consider to l>e justified. 

(c) I am satisfied that there is no undue delay in disposing of these 
appeals. 

(d) On the 1st December onl\ fourteen appeals were pending over 
two months: a detailed statement of these is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the repli/ to <1anse (d) of starred question 

A’o. 99. 

c 

Scular subdivision . — Six appeals were pending for more than two 
months on the 1st December t 1939; of these three were fixed for hearing 
on or before the 13th December, and the disposal of the remaining three 
is delayed because the records of the original cases before the Boards 
have been destroyed by fire. 

Thakurgaon subdivision. -r-lS il. 
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Balurghat subdivision . — Eight appeals# were pending for more than* 
two months on the 1st December, 1939. In four of tlese delay is caused 
by the failure of the Chairman of the Board to send up hi% remarks 
upon the grounds of appeal; in three others the appellant himself pray- 
ed for adjournment, and in the eighth ease delay was causal by the 
absence of the Appellate Officer on tour. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answers 
(u), (/>) and (r) will the Mon’ble Minister lie pleased to slate how he 
satisfied himself that there was no undue delay in disposal of the 
cases without reference to the date of filing and date of dis|>osftl? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the 
matter was referred to the Collector and his report shows that no 
appeal was pending for more than two months excepting those 
mentioned already in m\ answer. 


Appointment of primary school teachers in Mymeneingh. 

MOO. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: [a) Will the Ilon’blo Minister 
in charge of the Kducntion DejKirtment Iw* pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of primary school teachers appointed in the 
district of Mwnensingh from the commencement of the free 
primary education up till now ; and 

( u ) the number of those taken from — 

U) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Tlindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes V 

(b) Will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased to state jpn what b&flifr 
the appointments have been made Y 

(c) If the appointments have been made on the local population 
basis, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total population 
of the Muhammadans, Caste Hindus and the Scheduled Castes showing 
separately ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 5,407. 


(ti\ (I) Muslims ... 4,092 

*(2) Caste Hindus ... 1,105 

(3) Scheduled Castes ... 238 

'<4) Others ... 32 # 
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(6) On locdl population ^basis, as far as practicable. 

( c ) Muslims 1 ... 3,927,552 

Hindus ... 1,174,328 (including’ Scheduled Castes). 

The fegure for Scheduled CaStes is not available as the list of 
Scheduled Castes was modified after the census rof 1931 had been taken. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: 4TO SPOT* WTTOFt — 

Scheduled Castes available ss 3Tt — fofa fa 5CTTO Scheduled Castes 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must first ask whether Government is 
responsible in any way for these appointments. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: appointment 4TO WTOT 

WFFX, JPTO appointment 3CW CTO05 TO, CTO 

direction TO'U»tf> STOT fTOflR fa? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. Sir, may I answer 
in Bengali in which language the honourable member put the question. 
It will be much better if I speak in Bengali as I shall be able to make 
the position more dear. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: No, the honourable member understands English 
quite well. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: With reference to the last two 

sentences of the answer, the figures for the district of Mvmensingh 

have not been ascertained. But here we find that the*number of 

* 

Scheduled Caste teachers has been given. May* I enquire on what 
basis it is stated that 238 teachers have been appointed from the 
Scheduled Castes and 1,105 from the Caste Hindus? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for the School Board, and there- 
fore you cannot ask this question. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DA8: Sir, my question is this. We find 
from answer (b) that appointments have been made there on the local 
population basis, but w r e find from the last two sentences of the answer 
that the 'population of the Scheduled Castes has not been ascertained-*^— 

Mr. SPEAKER : You may ask for that answer from the Mymen* 
eiugh District School Board. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: Sir, it is not a matter of the, School 
Board. My submission is this 



1940. J t}UESTION$. 97 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must first a^k whether Government' i s* 
responsible. I have already given you a direction. Then you ran 
put the other question. 

Mr. M0N0M0HAN DAS: Will f t he Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government has not any responsibility over the 
School Board ? 

The'Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I jHiint this out 
to m£ honourable friend? In the first place appointments are made by 
the District School Boards and no directions are given by Govern- 
ment to the members of the District School Boards to act in a particular 
manner but at the same time a reference to the figures will show 
that Muslim population is about 78 jei cent, in Myniensingh and the 
appointments made do not exceed 78 per cent. As regards my last 
answer, it only means that it is not possible for the Government at 
the present moment to discriminate between Scheduled Castes and 
Caste Hindus because certain change's have taken place, but locally 
the ] »en pie know tin* ratio and I have reason to believe that the 
local ratio has l>een adhered to and on the whole the number of apj>oint- 
ments given to Hindus — Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes — do not 
fall below their population basis. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of giving 
directions to School Boards to follow Government’s own decision 
regarding communal |M*iventuge in services in the matter of apt>oint- 
ment.s or to follow a principle of proportionately having teachers in 
proportion Jo the number of students belonging to the respective 
communities? * f * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In the first place, Sir, 
Government communique relates to Government services only. These 
are not Government appointments at all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do Government consider the desir- 
ability of following the same principle everywhere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government folio w^-he 
same principle in all Government services everywhere. It ought to be 
followed all over Bengal. 

Khan* Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister com 
sidering the desirability of issuing similar instructions to all self- 
governing autonomous bodies P (Laughter.) 

(No reply.)’ . 
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' Transfer of Civil tyurt clerk! of the 24*Parganas froth Sadar to mifaasal 
and vice versa. 

r 

*103* Khan Bahadur A. F. (M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state — i 

(t) whether (he clerks ol the Civil Court of 24-Pargunas a*e trans- 
ferred from Sadar to mu fossa! and rice rersa under rule 
1007 of Civil Rules and Orders; 0 

(ii) whether the ]>rinciple laid down in that rule is oltserved in 
making such transfers ; and 

(in) whether each clerk is made to serve for 5 years at mufctssal 
before being brought to Sadar; 

( iv ) the total period of service of Kahu Mohendra Samaddar. Babu 

Bimala Kanta Sarkar and Protul Chandra Rai Chaudhuri 
rendered at Sadar and mufassal respectively; and 

(v) whether they have completed f) years’ service at mufassal? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for which they have been brought 
to Sadar? 

(c) Will the lion’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether clerks of 
longer service other than those mentioned in (a) Or) are still in 
mufassal ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state why they were not brought tc* Sadar jji preference 
to other clerks having longer service in mufassal? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU3HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (?) Yes, under rules 1007 to 1(X)9 of the Civil Rules and Orders. 

( ii) Yes. 

» 

(»//) Yes, except in special cases. 

(tV) Mahendralnl Samaddar — 1st May, 1018, to 3rd March, 1936, 
and 1st April, 1030, to date at Sadar; 4th March, 1936, to 31st March, 
m at mufassal . 

Binnlakantu Sarkar — 1st May, 1017, to 2nd April, 1935, and J9th 
December, 1038, to date at Sadar; 3rd April, 1935, to 18th December, 
1938, at mufassal. 

Pratul Chandra Roy Chaudhuri — 21st February, 1922/ to 3rd 
December, 1937, and 23rd May, 1959, to date at Sadar; 4th December, 
1937, to 22nd May, 1939, at mufassal. 

(v) No. 



(b) For administrative reasons. 

- \c) Yes, there are a few. 

(d) It is not possible to transfer all clerks wh<* have served at 
mufasfal for 5 years or more for the following reasons: — 

(1) A good many clerks prefer mufax&al stations to Sadar. 

(2) The lower grade clerks at Sa^ar form only 4H per cent, of the 

total strength and hence each and every clerk cannot be 
brought to Sadar. 

Ml. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the small pa\ of these clerkH their 
convenience is considered at the time of transfer? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

Certain h 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE : Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
to state whether it is a fact that a numl>cr of clerks have been brought 
to Alijwue Sadar from mufassil although they have not. completed five 
years of their service there? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

In one case only . 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: May I know what is the ground for 
such a transfer in that case? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

For administrative reasons. 


Observance of Water-hyacinth Week and expenditure therefor. 

♦104. Mr. M0N0M0HAN DAS: (aj Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Water-hyacinth Week was obsdfved 
voluntarily by the local public and the Hon’ble Ministers including 
other officials who went on tour to cheer up the volunteers P 

(b) Will' the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
amount was spent as travelling allowances of the officials including the 
Hop’ble Ministers for the purpose? 
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# , , ( ‘ 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the amount drawn by each of — 

(1) Hon’ble Ministers, 

(2) , gazetted officers, and 

(3) ministerial staff, 

as travelling allowances? 

MINISTER in charge of the ACRICULTURE and INDU§TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’tXe Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The Water- 

hyacinth Week was observed voluntarily by the public. Local officials 
went on tour during the week for the purpose of organising and direct- 
ing the efforts of the volunteers. Hon’ble Ministers toured in various 
parts of the Province during the Week with a view to impressing on 
the public the importance of the campaign and its significance as a 
measure of rural improvement. 

(/>) The answer is in the affirmative. 

y (c) It is not possible to give the figures as the Hon’ble Ministers 
performed other duties along with the supervision of the water-hvacintb 
work and did not submit any separate bills on account of the Water- 
hvacinth Week. Gazetted and ministerial officers also drew travelling 
allowance for this work from their respective departments along with 
the travelling allowance for other work. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
enlighten us ms to what w as the total amount of the travelling allowance 
that was drawn by the gazetted officers and the ministerial staff if it is 
not possible to give the total amount of the travelling allowance drawn 
by the Ministers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, it would be very 
difficult to get the total amount, in this case also; as I have akeady 
indicated the travelling allowances w r ere not drawn by these officers 
for this duty alone. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: How is it that the department 
of the Hon’ble Minister is not in a position to give the figures of the 
tot*ft amount of travelling allowance drawn by the gazetted and the 
ministerial staff that were particularly deputed for the water-hvacftith 
week ? 

* 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can you assume that there were some officers 

• at all who were particularly deputed for this work? 
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a * 

Mr. ATUL .KRISHNA CkOSE: 

admitted that, Sir. 

f 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where? 


The Hon’ble Minister hen already 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE^ In his answer (r) as follows: 
“Gazetted and ministerial officers also drew travelling allowance for 

this work so that it is^ clear that some local officers also went 

on tour during the water-hyacinth week, to organize this matter. 

• 

M{. 8PEAKER: Well, that does not mean that they were deputed ! 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: And I want to know the expendi- 
ture incurred by these officers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : So ask \our question accordingly. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: That is what I have done, Sir. 
But beyond stating that it is difficult or not possible the Hon’bH 
Minister does not tell us what his difficulty is. So my next question 
will be: Will the Hon’ hie Minister please state what is the difficulty 
in collecting the figures of the total amount of the expenditure incurred 
in connection with the travelling allowance of the gazetted officers and 
the ministerial staff while they were on tour during the ivater-hyacinth 
week P 


The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, J have already 
pointed out the difficulty, namely, that, many of the officers did this 
work as well as other work. So w hatever he the travelling allowance 
that they drew* it cannot he said that they drew it for this business 
alone. , 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if it is not a fact that such officers were particularly deputed for 
the water-hyacinth week, and w-hat was the total amount in travelling 
allowance incurred by them in this connection? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Say special officers. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, first of all* it will 
have to be ascertained what is the total nuiqher of officers who toured 
on this business and then the whole infonnation will have to be 
ooUated ;*so, I think it will not be possible for me to answer the question 
off-hand, nor will it be easy to collect this information. 
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Mr. AT*UL*€HANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state ^bo were the Ministers who toured in f connection with the 

Water-hyacinth * week? t 

l 

The Won'bJe Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; All the Ministers,— 
-almost. < 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; **fmm stff'croa fa aft STO 

w wtir cron c^ioton ' m tfrm m ^ «rrar wa mw erafarcr 
or JR tot to crostotr? 

(No reply.) 


Transfer by District Judge, 24-Parganas, of clerks from one office to 

another. 

•105. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 
Son’ ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that in mak .*ng transfers the District Judge 
of 24-Parganas now-a-days invites applications from Ihe clerical staff 
for the purpose of selecting suitable candidates? 

(h) If the answer to (a) Is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay a statement on the table showing for the 
periorl from November, 1038, to September, 193D, the posts in the 
following categories which fall vacant in the different Civil Courts in 
the district of 24-Parganas for the filling up of which applications 
were — 

, (i) invited; and 

(it) not invited, namely — 

•» 

(1) Execution clerks, 

(2) Bench clerks, 

(3) Naib Nazirs, 

(4) Nazirs, 

(6) Sessions clerks, 

(6) 2nd clerks, 

(71 Title Appeal clerks, 

{8) Insolvency clerks, and 

•(9) Guardianship clerks? 



QUESTIONS. 


39 


1940.] 

•.(c) If appiicatiode were uot invited for all or any of *th% jj 08 ta § 
referred to in (h) # will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t*) why the differentiation was made; and 

(it) what procedure was adopted, for the selection of incumbents 
of these posts? 

The Hon’ble Newel* MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khen Bahadur: 

(a) No. 

(b) *aud (c) Do not arise. 

Decrease in civil and criminal suits. 

•106. Mr. SERAdUL ISLAM: (a) Is i lie Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial I>epartment aware that for some years paat there 
has been a considerable decrease of both civil and criminal oases in the 
Province? 

(/>) If the answer to m) is in tin* affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of such decrease? 

(c) Ts the Honble Minister aware that legal practitioners, their clerk* 
and other defendant** have hard hit b\ tlie decrease of court cases? 

(r/) What action do the Government projmse to take for solving the 
unemplo\ merit problem of these lawyers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

{a) Yes; there has been a decrease in the number of c?vil suits. 

( h) Economic depression is the main cause 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer <r), in 
view of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister has given up his practice 
long ago, will lie please state' what n the source of his information 
that legal practitioner*, their clerks and other dependant* have not 
been bard hit b\ the decrease of court cases? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If it i> a question of whether I have got personal knowledge of this 
matter or not, then I may say that I have not; but it seems my friend 
has got some personal knowledge of this; he can, therefore, suj>ple- 
ment the answer that I have given. 

u Training School at Tangail. 

•108* Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware that there are only 29 
ae*U for the guru* in the Guru Training School at Tangail? 

4 . # 
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, (b) Ii flto, wl^at steps, if any, does he propose to* take to increase the 

number of seats of jfche said sihool? • 

The Hon’bJe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There are 20 and not 22 

seats in t£e Tangail Gum Training School. 

( b ) As three special training centres attached to the High Schools 
at Karatia, Dhanbari and Suti in the 'Jangaif subdivision have been 
opened from January, 1940, there is no need to increase the seats in 
the Tangail Guru Training School. * 

8 urvey of agricultural lands in Kurigram subdivision, Rangpur. 

*108 A. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: Is the 

Bon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that the survey ot all culturable lands in the subdivision of 
Kurigram in the district of Rangpur has not l>een completed; 
and 

(ii) that the survey work has been abandoned in its incomplete 
state? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PJIA8AD 8INCH ROY: (0 and (ii) No. 

Ml. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state at what stage the work stands at present? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The work ha* 
been completed. 

Supplementary Statement of Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 beg to present 
the Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for the year 3939-40. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move fhat 
the Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939, as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee be taken into consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: * Mr. Speaker, Six, I rise to say a 
few words on this motion more with a view to offer certain constructive 
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suggestions rather than to repeat the line of argument thaf I stated 
here on the 19th December last when our nonourablj friend sought to 
withdraw the Jute Regulation Bill in the last session of the Assembly. 

• « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think it would be better i£I were 
to ascertain whether the Amendments ‘down on the paper are going to 
be moved. 

Or. ALINAK8HA SANYAL: In that case, Sir, I would have no 
chance at all. for I know, Sir, that they may not be moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* All right, I will give you a chance. 

May I know T if Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, Mr. Dhiremtm Nath 
Patta, and Mr. Premhari liar mu desire to move their amendments? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: No, Sir, I do not move. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I too, Sir, do not move. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: But. Sir, I would like to move my 
amendment. 

% 

Mr, 8PEAKER: All right Is Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarker g^jng 
to move his amendment? 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 may say that your amendment is not in order. 

Maulvi ABU*H0S8AIN SARKER: Bui, Sir, u pat t of it may be 

in order. I am quite prepared to mow* it as a simple recommittal 
motion without going into detail. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I)r Sanyal will do that. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : I too do not want to move my 
amendment. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: On a point of order, Sir, 
utTOT V C lt are Jute Enquiry Committee * faPHtS* Cnctff, «CT8t Wlfl *1^ 

1st volume 43 Report IT, BTOT Cl *CfHT Report Wt¥ 
hot cntff OT?t min urram a fn pftici ^ttcit in 

Mr. BREAKER i Dr. Sanyal is conveniently doing that. 



|0 GOVERNMENT RjtLS. [26th 9 m ., 

Or.' NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I appreciate the difficulties of 
some of our honourable friAds and we would feel yerv grateful if an 
opportunity oould ne given to certain members to make a more thorough 
study* o£ the Bill. But apart from that, I would like to place certain 
observations in connection with this Bill, — a Bill of a very far-reaching 
character, which is going to change the economic life of our province 
to a very substantial extent. The primary object of the Bill is to 
secure to the grower a fair and steady price for his produce. The 
method thought of in securing this is the regulation of the crop aud 
in order to regulate the crop the enumeration of jute land has had to 
be provided for. Government seeks to take power for such regulation 
as well as for such enumeration. That is the sum and substance of 
the Bill. I am afraid that the object of the Bill is not likely to be 
secured by this particular method. On the last occasion I threw 
certain doubts about the bona jides of the measure, because I was quite 
definite about the possible failure of the object being attained through 
the measure contemplated. I will not repeat those observations any 
more. There may be some members who might like to seek more light 
on some of those observations, and if an opportunity is given to discuss 
the Jute Regulation Ordinance, that might be a fitting occasion to 
ventilate the grievances about the manner m which the Ministry has 
sought to interfere with the jute markets, and has thereby influenced a 
change in the prices in tli v Jatl-a market in Calcutta ;i> well as in the 
raw jute markets in the mmussil. To-day, Sir, I want the Hon 'hie 
Minister to consider very carefully one asjH»ct of the question. Here 
in this Bill an attempt is being made to ask the jute-growers to restrict 
their crop according to the particular direction that the Government 
would from time to time seek to give. On the contrary, there is no 
provision anywhere made, nor h there nn\ indication that Govern- 
ment contemplate such a provision in any other Bill, tq regulate the 
demand for jute. After all, the price of jute must be dej>endent on 
its supply on the one hand and the demand on the other. The supply 
only is being sought to be regulated. But where is the attempt by 
Government to regulate the demand, or the guarantee at least to see 
that those who are in the position of monopolists at t he present moment 
such as the Jute Mills Association members and others who are asso- 
ciated with them, might not use t heir power of monopoly to force down 
prices in spite of regulation in the supply of jute on the part of the 
growers ? 

Iij the case of sugarcane, many friends know that sugarcane prices 
have been controlled in our adjoining provinces and the grower^have 
been ensured better price* for their sugarcane. An essential feature 
of that measure, through the Sugar Control Act in Bihar as well as in 
the United Provinces, is that the factory using sugarcatte is also 
controlled, and the factory has gbt to take out a licence in order to 
enable it to work in the province. One condition of the J ice nee is 
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-that the factory owners have got to offer jp particular minimum pnee 
for the suga reft ne # allocated to that particular factory in their area, 
and if there is evidence that the power, the monopolistic p^wer, of 
purchase is being abused, Government retain power to eaneef the 
licence, so that they may make the factory owners purchase sWgarcane 

in those areas at the price which Government determine. 

• 

In this province on the contrary Government do not propose to give 
any direction to the jute mill owners or to the exporting bouses or to 
the balers, and, under such circumstances, I ask my friends of the 
Coalition Party to very seriously consider how they can possibly ensure 
better price for the eultivatois if the purchaser is absolutely left free to 
dictate bis own price? Euless simultaneously a Bill is brought before 
the House to control the mills and the halers, you cannot ensure any 
better price. That is iny humble submission. iMaulvi Annul. Wahab 
Kiian: By restricting < ultivation.) If cultivation is sought to be 

regulated, the poor cultivator would naturally go with the impression 
that he is going to ha\e a better price But there is neither the oppor- 
tunity to hold the stock nor any marketing arrangement provided for 
in this Bill for regulated markets, as we have Ix-en all hearing for 
some time past. Nor is there any arrangement for warehousing, or 
for financing the large quantitv of jute that the jute-growers will 
have to deliver, immediately or in a tens weeks after the crop is 
harvested How can hotter prices be ensured under such circums- 
tances!" Where will the jure-growers go if the mill-owners and balers 
decide upon a gentleman's agreement as they did sonic time back that, 
they do not idler more than a certain price* Where will all these 
jute-growers >(11 their jute? May 1 ask the Hon* hie Minister to 
examine this aspect of the question and give a complete picture of how 
he proposes to raise the pine of jute merely by regulating the area 
under cultivation? 1 admit, for argument's sake, for the time 
being, that Government are capable of reducing or regulating the pro- 
duction which also is very doubtful, but 1 do not admit that the price 
will be raised thereby. I submit, Sir, that this Bill will not achieve 
its object. On the contrary, if will bring untold misery and hardship 
because ot the attendant quarrel in every ullage and amongst the 
rural population. There will W practically a revolutionary condition 
brought about, because of the operation of this piece of legislation. 
Before such dangerous forces are let loose, is it not the duly of Govern- 
IneftJ to examine very carefully in a small conference of pe rHons 
belonging to different sections of the House to see how this rise in the 
price of jute can really 1 m* ensured? Nothing would be lost by post- 
poning the discussion of this Bill for two or three days, because I 
a&sure the Hon’ble Minister from Jjiis side of the House that we are 
as itfuch anxious if not more anxious to secure a better price for jutft 
for the cultivators as our Hendt» on the Coalition side mar be. There 
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is absolutely np difference o| opinion on the question of principle. 'Lei 
Us work out the details and find out the process whifch will bring about 
the expected result, a result which we all desire, except perhaps a few 
merdhafits who come from a different country, who go about talking 
in season and out of season about the abolition of the fatka market 
which will enable them to have a monopoly, and for the elimination 
of any new demand which may give trouble *to the factory owners in 
their own monopolistic control. So, I humbly request the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge to wait for three or four days. He has already got 
the Ordinance. He has got power at the present moment to carry on 
the regulation which he desires for the year 1940. Let him meet us 
in the spirit of a really united approach, and we on this side assure 
him that we will be perfectly prepared to explore all possibilities of 
creating such a piece of legislation as will admittedly ensure a better 
price for jute. With these observations, Sir, I hope that the Hon’ble 
Minister will see his way to postpone the discussion for two or three 
days only, 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the members who formed 
the Select Committee wdtli instructions to submit their report by the 
31st March, 1940, and that the quorum of the Select Committee be 
fixed at four, with instruction to the Select Committee to make some 
provisions in the Bill regarding the lands where jute is grown but in 
some particular year jute is not grown and to make provision for reduc- 
tion of jute lands of those who cultivate jute much in excess of the 
average. 

Sir, the Bill provides that a record should he made of lands m 
which jute was grow'ii in a particular year, hut it is common knowledge 
that jute is not cultivated by the growers on the saihe plots of land 
every year. Different plots are generally chosen by cultivators for 
the growing of jute in different years. Hence it w T ould he very 
dangerous if the Jam! in which jute was grown in any particular year 
were to he made the basis for a record of jute lands. It is necessary 
that a provision should he made for a record of all lands in which jute 
is generally grown. There should also be a provision in the Bill by 
which those who cultivate jute in excess of the average must be asked 
to reduce their acreage by a certain percentage. Hence I move that 
Bill be again referred to a Select Committee with the instruction that 
it shcfcdd make a provision in the Bill by which a record of all Jands 
in which jute is grown is to be made, and that the record should not 
consist of lands in which jute was only grown on any particular year. 
For example, the present record of jute lands is being made on the 
basis of 1939, but practically thpre was no jute crop, specially in 
North Bengal in 1939. Hence, there have been thousands of com- 
plaints from different parts of Bengal that jute lands have-not been 
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# correctly recorded. So, it is necessary th^t a comprehensive bill should 
be brought in wfth a view to regulating oil the lajtds in whioh jute is 
generally grown. With these words, Sir, I oommend my motion »to 
the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I beg to support the motion 
of Mr. Prenihari Borina. I •have given some of the reasons why I 
am opposed to mere regulation of jute cultivation in last session when 
I opposed the same Bill Now, Sir, I beg to odd some additional 
reasons in support of this motion. Firstly, the regulation of production 
of any commodity when it brings economic value is against all 
established principles. Secondly, in this war time there is every 
likelihood of increase of demand for jute. Not only so, if war con- 
tinues and other neutral power* are involved a great danger may 
overtake Europe due to shortage of jute, for jute is being extensively 
used as defensive material in the form of sand hags. The Ordinance 
recently promulgated prescribes 1939 quota hut in that year due to 
natural calamities only -to lakhs of hale* were produu^d and the 
maximum normal consumption was 123 lakhs of hales in Besides 

the acreage found in 1939 i- not the acreage that was sown actually as 

one-third the area* sown was destroyed by Hood. So, it will he 

dangerous to restrict according to 1939 quota. 

Another aspect of t he thing should he considered very seriously. 
The Government i* going to restrict the jute cultivation and in 
presci llmig penalty tor non-compliance on the Iminin of this year’s jute 
survev. But I submit that the data obtained are totally untruat- 
worthv . Fii*tl>, panic prevailed in the mufassil and rumours were 
afloat for which accurate information as to area and outturn were not 
supplied h\* cultivators Then again the time being very short at the 
disposal of the field workers and most of them being new recruits in 

the work in majority of cases they oould not perform their duty 

honestly and accurately. 

Secondly, near about one-third of the area in Brahmaputra Valley 
was sown with jute before the Ordinance, which is going to he legalised 
by this Bill, was known to the mufassil, where early crop is gathered 
in the month of Jai*th*i. So. to base any penal legislation on thin 
inaccurate statistics is highly improper, and untimely putting into 
operation any such law will victimise innocent cultivators. Another 
ground on which I take my stand in support of the conUfhtion is 
supplied by the Report of the Central Jute Enquiry Committee. It is 
of opinion that however careful you may be in \ our figure one year’s 
work cqjinot give you correct figure. At page 29, the Central Jute 
Enquiry Report, 1938**19, says — “Jo work out the technique and build 
up *the organisation necessary an extended series of experiment would 
4w* nec&sarv, possibly for four years and finishing with a complete 
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fttoviftciftl lurvey in the fifth ^ear.” In the recent Jute Enquiry Com- 
mittee Report alsof the efficacy of regulation of acfeage is doubted. 
At page J4 of the Jute Enquiry Committee Report just published a line 
is to bfe fbund where it says — “We are aware of the common objection 
that relation of acreage may not ensure the regulation of output.” 
Another thing also the Government should take into consideration if* 
the strong view expressed against jute f regulation on behalf of the 
EurofKtan Group by Mr. Walker and Mr. Sassoon during the general 
discussion of the budget very recently. «' 

The other ground on which I oppose the motion of the Hon’ble 
Minister is that nobody wanted mere regulation of jute. Most of the 
jute experts are of opinion that other factors relating to jute should 
also be simultaneously handled, such as, fixing the minimum price, 
abolition of Fat k a market, etc. Some good reasons are supplied by the 
report of the Jute Enquiry Committee itself to show that mere regula- 
tion would not improve matters. At page 71 of the report it is stated — 
“We have shown that for improving the price of raw jute, simultaneous, 
provision for the following measures are necessary : — 

A 

(1) Compulsory regulation of the production of jute crop; 

(2) Removal of the imperf eel ions of the jute market; and 

(*1) Establishment oi a suitable marketing oiganisation. 

While recommending those measures we were convinced that no real 
improvement of the price of jute could be assured unless such a market- 
ing organisation could be set up as would enable the jute-grower to hold 
on his crop to lie sold at a proper time al a higher price. For that 
purpose we recommended the acceptance ot an\ of the two schemes 
described in Chapter VI. as Government would find suitable, so that 
the jute-grower may at the time when he is required sell his jute 
may, instead ot selling’, store it in a licensed warehouse and get an 
advance against the receipt that he will obtain tor his stock stored a# 
aforesaid. Now% for inducing a financier to advance mone\ against 
that receipt, it is necessary that a minimum price for every grade of 
jute must be fixed either directly by Government or by a statutory body 
before the month of July when the jute-year begins. Apart from the 
necessity for fixing the prices ot jute as stated above, we feel that in 
view of the unique bearing 1 which this single crop lias on the entire 
economic structure of the province the policy of pricing the jute 
should }>c controlled b\ the State instead of by the ultimate consumers.” 
Again at page 7il of the report it says — 

“In view of the allune facts we are strongly of opinion that the 
price-policy regarding jute should In* controlled by the State*, if the 
best value for the crop is seriously* desired to be assured to the jute- 
growers. We are in favour of the fixation of the minimum prices fof 
the different grades of jute to start with before the commencement of 
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every jute-year which begins from the imyith oi »f my . • Mr \aaamjee 
Haji Dawood, a bfg Indian jute mill-owner, while ^examined by us, 
supported statutory fixation of the prices of jute and observed that the 
jute industry could easily stand a minimum price of Rs. S pe^ nlhund 
for the bottom quality.” 

The importance of fixing- minimum price and the establishment of 
warehouses and regulated marled with regulation of crop is stressed 
very much by the -lute Enquiry Committee in the majority report as 
has been quoted above. 

Then again, some ot the jute experts are of opinion that the fat la 
market is not conducive to the fetching of proper price to the culti- 
vators of jute. I cannot do better than quote a part of the speech of 
Mr. Macdonald as 1 fee] fie is now one of ihe best authorities in Bengal, 
with regard to jute trade. That gentleman in comparing the baler’s 
position with that ot the jut la speculator said — 

“In the course of the season the lattei max buy or sell man\ lakhs 
of hales which in tart hr- never sees, and then existenee or* .otherwise 
is immaterial to him because the majority of transactions in this 
market is merely on paper and usually settled on margin*. 

“The attendant work, worn and responsibility of loose jute pur- 
chase. standardising, freight arrangements and eventual delivery to the 
consumer are unknown to the operator* in the futures market. Vet it 
i* a noteworthy feature that the fat ha opetalm. who has no stake in the 
actual handling of the crop, plait icallx rules the trade; lie it is who 
lias the power to manipulate the market with no < 'insider ation what- 
soever lor any other interest than his own. A steady, controlled 
market is a jiecessary desideratum to any industiy but the speculator 
lives on fluctuations and the wider these can be made the more his 
methods flourish. 

“Before the futlu became the predominating influence that it has 
been in the past fifteen years, it was possible for baler* to conduct 
their business with some degree of confidence on the basis of carefully 
collected information concerning stocks, supplies, consumption, etc. 
Since that time, rational view*, consistent with the law ot supply and 
demand, have Wen frustrated by powerfully organised market manipula- 
tions by speculators, many of whom are entirely unconnected with the 

jute trade. 

• 

“One of the argument** advanced in favour of the jatka market is 
that it is necessary for ‘hedging’ purposes. A careful analysis of its 
activities* over long periods reveals that its influence on the actual 
export market has been such that # ver> frequently the latter market 
has ‘been fixed down to levels considerably below actual bailing- 
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The « MW* Mr. TAAfIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order. 
The honourable member is reading out the speech *that he prepared in 
•connection with his own motion which was not allowed and he is making 
an elaborate statement about the condition of the fatka market. 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid, Mr. Sarkar, you cannot discuss any- 
thing which is not the subject-matter ,of thi# Bill. 

Mr. ABU H088AIN SARKAR: My submission. Sir, ft that I 
oppose the jute regulation and I give my reasons for opposing it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: f know all that ran be made relevant in your 
epeech. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : He is giving further 
reasons. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, 1 know that, but the whole point is as to 
how he dees it. Surely he cannot go into details and cannot, go ad 
infinitum . 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : This speech, Sir, is very interest- 
ing and I hope you will excuse me it I quote a few lines out of it 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid 1 cannot allow you to read that 
interesting speech. You can speak alnnit relevant tilings. 

Mr.. ABU H088AIN SARKAR: I am sorry, Sir, that nowhere 
Government showed so much indecision in their career, than in the 
matter of dealing witli jute problem. Government accepted the 
principle of raising the price of jute in the month of March, 19<‘17, that 
is, before this Cabinet was formed. Government formulated a pro- 
gramme of work and in that programme we find item No. 8 where 
Government says that they will control price of jute through limitation 
of production, marketing boards and other suitable measures. This 
programme they did not carry into effect and they sat tight over the 
matter. I, on behalf of my party, submitted a comprehensive jute 
Bill. That Bill came up for discussion in the Budget Session last year, 
but unfortunately without giving it any thought Government over- 
threwcit. But immediately after that sense dawned on the Govern- 
ment and they enacted two ordinances fixing the price of fatka 
markets. That was also not liked by many people in the country. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, { am looking forward to a day when 
you will be a good parliamentary debater and in order that I may 
help you in that, may I suggest that you try to confine yourdblf to the 
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point at issue. For example, when Dr. S^nyal spoke ho spots only one 
the point as to why this Bill should or should notjhe taken into con- 
sideration and what should be the attitude of his party. It is perfectly 
relevant but surely it is no use delivering a speech for 15 mtuiAes on 
fatka and control of prices. I hope you will try to oonfiue y^irself to 
the issue. The issue is as to why you do not want this Bill to be 
taken into consideration by t^is House. 


Mr* ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Yes, Sir, 1 am trying to be 
relevant. I am myself a lawyer and I hope you will <v>ncede that 
much. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But I am at raid you are not developing on sound 
lines. 

Mr. ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Now. after the promulgation of 
the first Ordinance Government brought in a Bill which was opposed 
by us. Government at that time said that we practised dilatory 
methods. But unfort unatelv Government immediately withdrew the 
Bill. Then again the\ enacted another Ordinance and then they 
brought in the present Bill 

(At this stuge the member reached the time-limit and resumed his 
seat. ) 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr Speaker, I beg to move that 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Banerjee, your motion has not lieen admitted. 
Can you tell me how vour motion is relevant? 

' Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir. these are the three important 
things that have to Ik* done if we want to get the maximum fienefit 
out of the jute regulation. Therefore unless these three provisions are 
included the Bill will become worthless 


Mr. SPEAKER: I ha ve m> fullest svinpatliy with you but, unfor- 
tunately you have brought in two matters, namely , fixing of minimum 
price and abolition of fatka market. 

*Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I have specially advocated nationali- 
sation of jute mills. 

Mr. SPEAKER* I think yoi^ had better leave it for the third 
reading. That is do reason why you should throw away the whole 
motion.* 
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Mr. SlBHATH BANERJEE: Then 1 would like to support the 
Motion of Mr. Bfirma. While supporting the motion let it not be 
understood that we are following a dilatory method. We want the 
Bill tfr be passed hut at the same time we cannot but record our protest 
in the way Government is going about with its jute policy. LfcSt 
session when this Bill was brought before the House we did not like 
it. W’e wanted other provisions to be incorporated in the Bill and 
as a matter of fact in the notes of dissent in the Select Committee 
we made the position absolutely clear. This is what we said : “We 
therefore urge upon Government to follow up this Bill with another 
comprehensive Bill, taking into consideiation the report and recom- 
mendations of the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee recently published. 
In that Bill, the fixing ot minimum price, establishment of regulated 
markets with warehouses and central selling organisation of jute, 
abolition of fat ha market and other provisions should l>e sj>eoifioally 
incorporated". That is what we said and at that time Government 
showed its eagerness to puss this Bill and we, Sii , all liked to go ahead. 
Let this provision be taken up in a later Bill but Government 
thought it fil to withdraw that Bill but aftei two months Govern- 
ment comes with exact I\ the same Bill with no change what- 
soever. During these two months Government knew the altitude of 
this side of the House and also the rejM>rt of the Jute Enquiry 
Committee. Still no steps have l>een taken to incmpuate anv portion 
either of the repot or of the Select Committee Tecommendat ions in 
this Bill. 

Mr. Sjieakcr, Sn. as it was pointed out h\ m\ esteemed friend, 
Mr. AM nr Rahman Siddiqi, these are the golden fibres of Bengal 
and although he pnntedh diew the attention ot the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister, the latter had nothing to sa\ m his concluding 
speech though lie had something to sav about almost everything 
relevant or irrelevant. But on this point he kept absolutely silent and 
Mr. A Mur Rahman Siddiqi made a ver\ appealing speech so that 
something could be done bv this Government. But no assurance 
whatsoever came from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. In the Jute 
Enquiry Committee Repot referred to there are certain recommenda- 
tions which 1 would like to place before the House, especially because 
of the war conditions. There are recommendations that no nationali- 
sation at this verv stage but rationalisation at least must lie attempted. 
I shalkread a small portion of it: “As I have remarked already, -the 
war has radically altered the whole situation. The present time is 
the most opportune for making any attempts for nationalising the 
jute industry from field to factory and factory to the consumer. We 
ran even take the risk to hold experiments. For nationalising the 
industry also this is an ideal opportunity but for immediate task's of 
this Committee, I shall speak only of national planning and national 
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OQUtrol of the induam and not of immediate nationalisation »of the 
. antire mdustn . The huge orders ot the sand hays are Ui ready Ifiwpiag 
the mills working T-'i |ier cent, more hours than lief ire. The price of 
raw jute has risen considerably”. Sir, it was in October that this 
report was signed, and since then the price of jute has riseig much 
further. There it was jiointed out that during the war |>eriod til looms 
of foreign countries, e.g.. Oermun.x. Czechoslovakia, Poland and 
Austria are idle, liecausf the.\ rannot get any jute unless the balers of 
this country and of foreign countries would ex|Hirt jute. Therefore, 
neail.\ .W per cent, ot the foreign looms are perforce idle. Of the 
remaining :l:i per cent, they are also in a very laid condition. I shall 
quote from “The Statesman” of the loth October a passage showing 
the condition of Kui' 0 (ie 

Mr* SPEAKER: Ibat is not relevant 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: All right, Si,. It is said in that 
l >a l )er and there are also inniiinerulile lejjorts to show that the workers 
of Dundee have either Ix»en conscripted in tlie army or they have 
been taken away in othei war industries, and that there was actually 
a shortage ot expert workeis and on account of want of workers they 
04411 not work overtime, i <*., by night shifts That being the condition 
iu England, we can easily understand what is the condition of branch 
or Italy , l>ecause there the numlno of traitied workers are certainly 
much less. Therefore, in all the countries outside India the loom* 
cannot work properly either for want of jute or for want of workers. 
Therefore, the Indian Jute Mill Association or the jute mills in this 
country 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid. Mi. Ranerjee, I cannot j»ermit you 
to speak on that. It is wholly irrelevant. The only point is why 
you do not want this Rill to }>e passed. 

Mr* 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Sir, 1 wiw just showing in what an 
advantageous position the jute mill industries are to-day and if Govern* 
meat is bold enough to take steps they can get a few crorea of rupees 
easily from this industrv, and all the difficulties, fiuuneiul and otherwise, 
would be overcome. At the same time the peasants would be getting 
ve^v high prices. Whether regulation or no regulation, thatPcan be 
achieved, and therefore when the most important thing is not done 
and a very' unimportant thing as regulation is attempted, I think that 
would he putting the cart before the horse, to put it very mildly. 
Therefore, we say that this Bill, it is, if it is passed, will he worse 
than useless. 
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With $ese remarks, Sir, I suggest that Government should either 
1 assure us that Another Bill Will be forthcoming moderating the other 
provisions recommended by the Tute Enquiry Committee. Otherwise 
the B^Jl,,as it stands to-day, will be of very little use to the peasants. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Biswas, voif may speak after the prayer 
adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment .) 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: fa: srrrora tarn*? srt fafa$ 

frrtv wsvz ^ i wtoto «nx?T fafafc *wcw faro \ 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Order, order. Yes, Mr. Biswas. 

(Mr. Suren dra Nath Biswas rose to speak.; 


Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I, Sir, with 
your permission, present the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 


The Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr Speaker. Sir. at the start 
1 should say that Government should not understand that we, the 
members on this side of the House, are opposed to regulation of the 
production of jute. What we want to say is this that mere regulation 
of the production of jute will not ensure better prices that this Bill 
aims to give to the jute-growers. 

Sir, in addition to the arguments placed by my honourable friends 
cn this'Vdde, I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to 
the fact that in 1938 when the production of raw jute fell by about 33 
per cent, short of the normal demand of the year, the prices which the 
jute-growers received were absolutely uneconomical. This fflct con- 
clusively proves that for want of the holding power on the part of the 
jute-growers no jute-grower can be expected to get a fair price for his 
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jute.. That is the potnt which my friends want to press upotf the 
Government. We |he majority of the members of the *Jute Enquiry 
Committee have recommended that along with the Regulation of the 
production of jute, simultaneous provisions should be made for viarket- 
ing the jute and for the standardization of grades as well as for filing 
the minimum price of the different grades thereof. 1 realise ttfat the 
scope of this Bill does not permit the inclusion of these provisions. In 
that case, we shall not oppose the passing of this Bill, hut we should 
raise our voice of protest against this piecemeal legislation saying that 
Government must bring other measures which are necessary as we have 
already said to ensure a better price for jute before the next jute season 
commences. 1 am afraid the outlook of Government is quite different 
from the outlook that we have expressed in the .lute Enquiry Com- 
mittee's Report. My reasons for saying this are that the Government 
has brought another Bill which is called the Agricultural Produces 
Marketing Bill. In that Bill we expected that jute Wing an agri- 
cultural produce Government probably was going to provide for 
proper marketing of jute but at t lie provisions of that Bill, Sir, we have 
been disappointed. I do not find in that Bill any provision which pro- 
vides lor a proj>er marketing of the jute crop. Hence, Sir, I am in 
doubt whether Government will bring any measure as we have recom- 
mended in the report before the next jute season commences. I appeal 
to the Government as well as to the members of the Coalition Party to 
give it their due consideration that mere regulation of production will 
not ensure a better price, but other provisions must be taken up simul- 
taneously and before the next jute season commences. 

With these few words. Sir, 1 shall conclude my speech and say that 
we shall not oppose the consideration of this Bill. 

• 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the party to which I 
belong is not in favour of referring this Bill hack to the Select Com- 
mittee, and we think that it should now proceed to the stage of consi- 
deration on the floor of the House. We have taken this decision in fbe 
full knowledge that there are provisions in the Bill which we should 
like to see amended — and we have tabled amendments on these points. 
We have also taken into consideration the notice of Government’s in- 
tention. to provide for restriction of this year’s crop, which we, in 
common with other members of the House have received. We consi- 
der that the arguments against this particular proposal are overwhelm- 
ing and must affect the House’s consideration of the measure in its 
general bearings. We are aware. Sir, of the dangers of allowing the 
unrestricted sowing of jute, particularly at the present time when 
high prices are likely to encourage it, but. at the same time we feel 
that Government are wrong in proceeding immediately with a restric- 
tive policj which has not received the fullest degree of consideration. 
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We £ave been told that, in their opinion, a jute* crop equivalent 
in yield to thdt of the present season's will be sufficient for world needs 
during the perioA July 1940 to June 1941, and it would be interesting 
to learp from the Hon’ble Minister upon what grounds this assumption 
is baked, for we presume t hat it is based on actual statistical data, and 
that <fte allowance has been made for possible increase in demand in 
these abnormal times, and for possible shrinkage in yield through 
adverse weather conditions. The latter factor is a most important one 
as honourable members are well aware. 


We should also like to know. Sir, if the survey of jute-growing 
lands which has recently been carried out supports the Government’s 
contention that the acreage of the present season is ample to meet full 
world demands. 


Then, Sir, it would be interesting to hear what steps have been 
taken to enlist the co-operation of the other jute-growing provinces of 
India for, presumably, the Government are well aware that if such 
co-operation is not forthcoming regulation of the jute crop in Bengal 
would he both farcical and harmful. The growers in Assam, Bihar 
and Orissa, it must be rememl>ered, benefited by the high prices which 
followed the outbreak of war to an even greater extent than did the 
growers of Bengal, because their harvesting time is later, and so, they 
have a very strong incentive to increase sowings. The declared policy 
of regulation in this province will encourage them further to redouble 
their efforts in this direction. 


What then, Sir, will be the position of the jule-growers of Bengal? 
The increased supplies of jute in the unregulated provinces will act as a 
drag on the prices here, and the main object of regulation will he 
defeated. There is another aspect of this situation to which I should 
like to draw Government's attention, namely, the effect which increa- 
sed yields in the other jute-growing provinces will have upon Bengal's 
share of the jute export tax. This, as honourable members are aware, is 
divided among the jute-producing provinces in the proportion which 
their individual yields bear to the total output of jute in India. ft 
will not profit Bengal to encourage other provinces to grow’ more jute. 
Although, therefore, we are opposed to recommittal. w*e in this party 
would urge Government to reconsider their decision to regulate the crop 
of 19M1-41. I have tried to point out the dangers of restricting the 
jute crop of this proviuoe at the present time. Let Government pro- 
ceed with the collection and careful checking of the information which 
will enable them in the future to regulate the crop with safety. Let 
them also secure the eo-operatiop of the other provinces. Let them 
finally await times when economic trends can be more easily predicted. 
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Mr. NI8HITMA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
moved by Mr. Preinhari Bartua and oppose the consideratioif of the 
Bill, for there are thuny important matters which hafre been left out 
of consideration in the Bill. The Hon’hle Minister has given notice 
of a new section, namely, 5 A 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil mu\ discuss this at the proper stage, tmunum; 
it is not certain whether the Hoi^ble Minister will actually move it or 
not. 

% 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: That Is one of the reasons. Sir, 
why I oppose the consideration of the Bill. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou had better leave that out now. 1 will give 
you an opportunity to do so later. You cun now speak on other matters. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: N ow, Sir, trout a scrutiny of the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons we find that the object of introducing 
this Bill is to secure for the tenants a fair and reasonable price. From 
our experience, we know that for the last two or three years there 
have been complete failures of jute crops in the entire province, in 
spite of this natural reduction in acreage it has not been possible for 
the tenants to secure any fuir price. So, our Indief that regulation only 
cannot fetch a fair and reasonable price is strengthened by this fact, 
but what is important is to fix a fair and minimum price because some- 
thing else other than the question of supply and demand, counts. We 
have found, that even when there was a reduction in the acreage there 
was some artificial control which kept down the price of jute. Now', 
Sir, we have seen that Government in introducing a Bill vers much 
depend on the "report of the Enquiry Committee, if any Enquiry Com- 
mittee has been formed to consider the matter. For example, I may 
cite this that Government are not taking up any legislation for regulat- 
ing the status and rights of non-agricultural tenants of Bengal. But 
they are introducing a temporary provision in the Bill only on the 
ground that there is no report before the Government of any Enquiry 
Committee which they have formed. But here Government are show- 
ing a different attitude altogether. Though there is a report of the 
Jute Committee before the Government, Government are not caring 
to look into it with a view to give effect to its recommendations in the 
Bill here and now. Then,* Sir, we believe due to the war whichehaa 
broken out in Europe even if there he no regulation of jute, we can 
expect that it will fetch a better price for the growers of jute. So I 
do not find^ny necessity for hurrying this Bill through this Assembly. 
The basis on which the Bill will operate is jute land registration work 
that was taken up by the Government very recently. Our experience 
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is tl )f proper time there has been 410 proper recording of 

jute lands and there are areas in the province specially in my district, 
Dinajpur, the recorder could not visit and get the actual acreage under 
jute. # Then there are other areas where the recorder could not properly 
recoStd the area under jute cultivation for various reasons. So, I think 
that ft will be a great injustice done to the tenants if this Bill is, 
hurried through the Assembly. They will unnecessarily be put to 
harassment and loss, though we say «n the* Statement of Objects and 
Reasons that we are enacting this legislation for the welfare of the 
tenants and for securing a fair price for their jute which, i believe, 
this piece of legislation will not certainly achieve. With these words. 
Sir, I support the motion of my friend Mr. Premhari Barma. 


SrIJut NARENDRA NATH DAS QVPTA : RfTRfc 4* C* ROTTRRt 
jpto SRfRts W.TCTO1 to to w wto 5 T$, wThh 4$ Rfaroff 

^H r R t flR faTO fa: GSTTO RTCSfr ST* TOS *RT CTO fTOCFTl 

CRIjT 4$ CR *lfa RTCfra TO CR*CR CP6ST TO CR&T TO ^ uneconomic <TTTO TO l 
4R< CRfrT uneconomic TO — TOTTO FTC TO TQCTCTRlSR 

$fa$T*rTi> rro 7 *crr 4$' wtJr 5c<5ct c^rc^< to' f? — $*kh crtst? i 

TOT TOl SKJCTTO CTOS 4* TOVfa *fa* TO C<TO TOR CFFCTt CFTCTt TOTO 

R 7 FT f^rrar CTOT* TOTfc C<TTO 4t?T To RR C5TR uneconomic ! TO 5JTO*tTOST 
RtR uneconomic TO CTOCFR R$RW> 4TO$f TO fTO RTW RTI 4*R 
TOTTO fa twmr *RT fcfa? TO CR TOl?T TO jute restriction 4R regulation 
TOT TOTO n TO TO 4*3RT* W 4CRJT RT TOT ^ Record *TO CR TO 
®fa TOC RTQj 4$®RT? StfC TO RltTR’R flF fTO TO — 4$ RRR 4*ST TOT faCR 
4$ RTtR&T TOTO — 4 WH Rfa*TOT TOTTO TOCt fTOTT RT I Rfa £TRTeTO WR CTOCC 
TO, CTTOT 4W TO CR jute restriction 4R SKTOR TOCi faR*> RC*R RE*R 
TO&TS CR*CR fro CTO fRRTO TO StoJt 4TRCR JR provision &Tfi TOT faTOJ 
ccro i tot Fhwir to cros rtrcf toto cr r^tot cr frosro c*r sktor 
•TOCTORlfaTORfaRU , 1 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: RTTOlR RSTRfa RTCTOt cjtto to; fa: CHTOfa CR 
RtCRTRR STOR M ncs CTTTTOR TO R*RC*R *Tfa CjH W CTOTO Rtl 4* CR TO fa* 
CFTCRT RTtifa CRRTCRT TOCC 4$ OTTCTO <iT v iTC< TO^ CRTRTO CCTO CTO l 5Cf TO CR 
RRff RTi) <4^R <TO R7«(7 CR$ TO C?^ 41 <F5TTRT CPTCR^ RTC^ IRTO RTF TO I 
«(R;f«T C5TO 4^ CR RTC$R StfTO RlS - C^ TO TO «RTRT ?RR« TO, CR RR 
CTO TO^ BfR CRRT RC^ RTl TOR CTO RT t>RTO Rj?T RT CTO CRTOT fTO RH 
TOTyr RTC$? BfRS 5RR ()TrR CTOCR 4^ TOWR TO*t $RT CTO?6 RfR ¥R WRCTO l 
(A Member from the Coalition Party : eqRTOT fwCRR CPR?) RfR TOit^F 
TOlWt SRfraW SRTt 4 «ntR TOT TOT8R CTO? RTC^, TOTR RgRWrg MSB TO fa* 
?TOR fTO faRR TTO3, faWRT TTO? TOR? 4 *5Tl TO 4^ roTORTO WRlCRI 
TOfaCRRCTO^TOR4TOIjM ; RCPTT*RT^l 4^ RTT^I (rr*T TOT* CR t fa wqa 
RTSRT 6 RTOOT 4R TOT? TO 4?Tt RtRROTT faM^TO faifal RfaR TO l 4$ 

RTCS? Bfa CRRRT? CR TOT^T *?JT PTTO RTT&? 6TOT ®RT CR TOR W\"cM*S C*TTO 
TOR 4Rt *TtR?[ f TO BfafafPR BTTfa *^T TOCf TO TOT CRRl «fTO RT^ TO *TO, 
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CiPT CTO TO, fcUHWl Wc* TO ?TTOT TOT TOCI, TOftt at fOWlMt TO ?¥?• 

CTO trow RFTO TTODRT WTO =CT TOT 5TTO TOT ^JCTIT TOlCKi ?*TO *¥$T 
«rct? mini? 5 c*krt s fro? Kfi} at wt'wG wtto ?tctoi #TOt tow tojto 
.... ^it«4i5i c*ro ?r wto Tst*w wto f?c?iRT a aronTRi? to to 1 ? syr Stars’ i 

*lf? \W/I tAitaTl. TOT *ulin TOfr 5TO? ThK’G €P[f*C WWR ?JTTO? TO* «TOI 

TOct faro frofroR — to?t to^kto^ c*r* to?t sift — tots to* to? tot 

C*TOCTOl ®|f?E* CWTO TO? ?T$ — *l?*t STO? *f? ??*!? ^ WTC1 

frofror tot «fro nrfr ^wta frof ??*t? ^ wire* cro toi? *^t to ?Tt *rcst 

CTO*?T ^TOR ^Tt 1 TOW ???$ TO ?lt aTO fTO WCTO fatf? TOIR TO** CTO*. 

at to f<c<bHr wto ?ro toI? at*xsTO to{>? £t*t cto to?, cto tort 

a an fro <i^foi 5 m toto to? cn* *?r *5^1 1 

The Hon’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I do not like to 
take a Ion# time in giving reply to the various points raised by my 
honourable friends on the floor of this House, because I am anxious 
to finish this Bill as early as possible. 

Dr. Sanyal initiated the debate on this lVil 1 and in (loin# so, he said 
that he would be willing to extend his hand of co-operation to the 
Government and that Govern men t should stu\ its hands and try to 
launch upon a more comprehensive plan on the entire question of jute. 
Sir, I am thankful to my honourable friend for his kind offer, but I 
would like the House to consider whether it is possible to evolve a com- 
prehensive plan, as my friend contemplates, within the space of two or 
three or four days. That is an impossible and impracticable proposi- 
tion . What are these propositions? He said that we should find out 
how jute mills should be controlled, how warehouse facilities should 
be given, and so on and so forth. It is impossible to think that all 
these important questions can be decided upon within the space of two 
or three days. We cannot wait even for a single day and 1 would make 
this point quite* clear before this House. 

First of all the House knows that an Ordinance has already been 
promulgated for the regulation of the crop of this year. But the 
Ordinance under the Government of India Act will expire on or about 
the 27th March next, that is on the expiry of six weeks after the com- 
mencement of the current session of the Legislature. Therefore, unless 
the Ordinance is replaced by a regular law within that time, the entire 
provisions of the Ordinance will be infructuous and nugatory and the 
whole policy of Governuynt as to the regulation of the crop of the 
current year will be bound to end in failure. That is reason No. 1 why 
we cannot wait. 

There is ahother reason which perhaps many of the honourable 
members liave not appreciated. That is this. This Bill provides for 
the preparation of a record of land 'under jute in any particular year 
and also ^or the regulation of the cultivation of jute. Now, so far as 
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t the current year is concerned, exception has been* taken to the record 
that we have prep|red on the ground that it has nof been as accurate 
as one would desire. I admit, Sir, that it could not be as accurate as 
one would desire on account of the simple fact that the record had to 
be prepared at a time when there was no jute on the land. Therefore, 
mistakes here and there are bound to occur. For this reason what the 
Government propose to do is to prepare another record in the coming 
season while the jute is on the land. I*or that purpose, there must be 
some law and unless this Bill is passed during the current session of 
the Legislature, there will be no law on the basis of which that record 
can be prej>ared. (Dr. Nai.inaksha Sanyal : In any case, it cannot 
be more than the lust year’s record.) Sir, I have already said that so 
far as the last year’s record is concerned, it is not very accurate. 
Therefore, what we have to do is to get as accurate a record as possible. 
When the Ordinance will be over, there will be no power. (Mr. Jogksh 
Chaxdha (Irm: If the crops are restricted to the lands which have 
been recorded rightly or wrongly last year, how can any correction be 
made?) 1 am sorry that my friends do not realise the implications of 
such a simple quest ion. Simply the promulgation of an Ordinance 
will not do. We shall have to see how far the provisions of the 
Ordinance have actually been obeyed or observed by the cultivators. 
Therefore, a record will have to be prepared of the lands actually sown 
with jute. (Rai II a kkjndra Nath CiurniirKi : In which year?) In 
the coming year. Whenever this question of regulation will arise, in 
future objection will be raised that no record was prepared while the 
jute was on the land. Therefore, to meet that objection, it is very 
necessary that we should have a record when the jute is on the land. 
In this view of the matter, I hope, my friend, Dr. Sanyal, will not 
press his objection to the effect that we should not proceed immediately 
with the Bill and that we should wait for 3 or 4 days. That is 
impossible. 

As regards the amendment of Mr. Premliari Burma asking for the 
recommittal of the Bill to the same Select Committee, I need not say 
much. The objects which he wants to attain by the recommittal of 
the Bill can very well be achieved by way of amendments to the present 
Bill and I think, he has tabled appropriate amendments and if the 
House is of the same mind as he is, I think, these amendments will be 
considered in his favour. He has adduced no cogent reasons why the 
Bill should be recommitted to the same Select Committee. 

Now, Sir, many of the members have objected, as Dr. Sanyal hae 
also objected, that the Bill is not comprehensive enough, and it does 
not contain many of the recommendations of the Jute Committee. I 
admit that, Sir. But my friends have forgotten that the report of the 
Jute Committee was not born when this Bill was conceived, drafted and 
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introduced in this House. This Bill was introduced oeoause uovern-* 
ment thought that unless early action was taken, a^very serious situa- 
tion was going to arise. Therefore, Sir, I think, honourably members 
will easily realise that this Bill could not possibly contain all th/ provi- 
sions of the Jute Committee. I should like to make it clAr that 
Government is examining the recommendations of the Jute Committee 
and proper action will tfe taken as early as possible. 

Mr. Sibnath Banerjee has objected that two months have elapsed 
and within this time Government might very well examine all the 
recommendations of the Jute Committee and new provisions might have 
been incorporated in the body of this Bill. Sir, that, would have been 
an impracticable proposition. First of all, it is not possible to make a 
thorough examination of all the far-reaching recommendations of the 
Jute Committee within such a short sj>ace of time. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It was four months’ time and 
examination should have been finished by that time. 


The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That may la* Dr. 

SanyaCs view. But that i.> not the view of Government and that 
cannot he the view of any reasonable man. 

Mr. Sibnath Banerjee also says why go on with such an unimportant 
thing as regulation of jute. If that is the view of the Opposition, I 
think it is in vain to argue with them when they sa\ that regulation 
of jute lias no value whatsoever, that it has nothing to do with the 
price ot jute. Of course there are other things also that have to be 
done and Government are already considering those iiieUMiircH. But 
regulation of jute is one of the most important things that must ibe 
settled and decided ujhim before other measures contemplated could be 
given effect to. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: fw -'ll 

CUT tl <UT*tU *lt«ra Cf 41 *Tp3 W* YTC* ? 

The HttVble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No one can say that. 
Bemuse my friend doc- not know' the simple rule. Price* do not depend 
simplv on reduction of production. Supposing the war ends to-morrow 
and there is no demand yr the demand falls to a very great extent. 
Even I apprehend that under the present scheme of the Government, 
the scheme of regulation, prices are hound to fall to a very great extent. 
We have launched upon this regulation on the expectation that the 
world demand will continue avS it has been during the last few months. 
On that calculation this decision Jias been arrived at. These are 
abnormal times and no one can possibly foresee when the war is going 
to eld. * 
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. Mr. CrfARU OHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, ‘Sir, "tfi «TJ . 

Yfiw i ' * 

MrV SPEAKER: Let the Hon’ble Minister finish his speech. 

% 

Th# Hon’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN:. Sir, I am thankful to 
my honourable friend, Mr. Kennedy, and to his group for the support 
they propose to give to the presemt Bill in spite of the difficulties that 
have been pointed out by him. One important thing he has referred 
to and that is seeking the co-operation of the other provinces. Govern- 
ment has not been oblivious of this important factor and we have been 
in correspondence with the other jute-growing provinces for some time. 
But the House will easily see that so far as the other provinces are con- 
cerned they cannot under the present circumstances adopt any method 
of regulation as we are proposing to do in Bengal, because our regula- 
tion is based on the record that we have already prepared. The other 
provinces have no such basis. Therefore, it is impossible for those 
provinces to regulate the production of jute by compulsory means so far 
as the current year is concerned. All that those provinces can do is the 
voluntary restriction of the production of jute and we are trying to do 
all that is possible to induce those Governments to take that step. So 
far as the future is concerned, I give a good deal of importance to the 
fact that the co-operation of the other provinces must be secured and I 
hope that that co-operation will be secured. If unfortunately for any 
reason that co-operation cannot be secured, I think Government will 
have to revise their own plan, and course of action. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Kennedy has also asked whether on account of the 
regulation policy of the Government there is any apprehension of a 
very great shrinkage of the acreage. So far as that is concerned, we 
cannot say anything definite for the time being but this much is certain 
that the acreage according to the figures obtained from the jute regis- 
tration proceedings will not be below the acreage of the last year 
according to the final forecast of the Government. I rather apprehend 
that the acreage will be higher. My honourable friend Maulana Abdul 
Wahed has complained that the record is wrong because some 
unfortunate people could not have their lands at all recorded on account 
of the apathy of the recording officers and in other cases the recording 
is absolutely wrong. I may say, Sir, that there are others also who 
have done their best to make an inflated record and the result is that 
the acreage will not be below the acreage of the last year according to 
the final forecast. 

* 

Then, Sir, my honourable friend, Mr. Kennedy, has also referrad 
to the apprehension of uny shrinkage in the share of the Bengal Govern- 
ment in the jute export duties. That goes on with the qu&tion of 
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co-operation of the other provinces. I have already said what the 
intention of the Government is with respect to the * question of oo* 
operation of those provinces and I think that that will satiny the 
honourable members of this House. Mr. Kennedy asked another 
question as to why the Government thinks that the same quantity of 
jute as Bengal grew or the jute-growing provinces grew lust year will 
suffice for the coming year also. • Sir, in this connection I would like 
to make an estimate as to how the statistical position of the jute trade 
will stand at the end of the current season, i.e.. the end of June. As 
to the available supply of raw jute during 1939-40 exclusive of the up- 
country and bazaar stocks which may be presumed to remain at a 
constant figure for the purpose of statistical co-relation, the amount of 
effective supply for the year is estimated by the Indian Central Jute 
Committee at about 128*90 lakhs of bales comprising 21*40 lakhs of 
bales of mill stocks as these stood at the end of June, 1939, and an 
estimated out-turn of 107 ;5 lakhs of bales of tlie 1939 crop. This 
effective supply of 128*90 lakhs of bales will, if is estimated, be 
reduced by about 20 lakhs of bales on account of the export of 
raw jute during the \cur leaving a balance of 102*9 lakhs of bales for 
mill purchases for the current season inclusive of the amount required 
for replenishing their stocks. The annual consumption of mills in 
India during the current season is estimated even on a very liberal 
calculation of about 73 lakhs of bales out of which 71 ;2o lakhs of bales 
are likely to be consumed by mills reporting to the Indian Jute Mills 
Association. This means that even making due allowance for such an 
extraordinarily large consumption the mills in India will have on their 
hands at the end of the season stocks of so much as 29*65 lakhs of 
bales which is in excess of their opening stocks of the season and is 
equivalent to irtorp than 4 months’ consumption at 60 hours per week. 
A slight fall in the mill stocks at the end of June, 1910, is apprehended 
by various trade estimates* but this is more than counter-balanced by 
substantial accretion to bazaar stocks which rema’in a potential source 
of supply to the mills. 


I think, therefore, Sir, that there is no apprehension on that score 
and the honourable members of this House know that there is no 
likelihood of any new demand so far as the coining year is concerned. 
On the other hand, the very fact that the British Government have 
extended the time for supplying the orders for sand bags shows that as 
far as war purposes are concerned there is very little likelihood of any 
increased orders within a short time. 

In this view, Sir, I do not think that there is any apprehension of 
the outturn of the next year falling shart of the probable demand. On 
the other hand, if the record is not accurate, i.e., if the record is very 
much above* the acreage of the last year, in tfuit case there is also ait 
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apprehension of^some over-production. I think ip this view there is 
no ground for apprehension on the part of the European Group on that 
score. ♦ 

Src, I would not take any more time of the House as you have 
reminded me that I should try to finish as early as possible. With these 
words, Sir, I oppose the motion for recommittal to the Select Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Hsrnfc e*? nrjin cnc* cro, 

toto wrrfa twtfv i sra'tww ctoor re 

fcfa TO 5TOT 4$ Jute Regulation Bill TO CTOT CTO TOrS TO 
l^lCH6 C*tCO *tIC4 ; RTR eCW ©C< ^ 

fllif'CS f^Cfi CfCSTCWT <*<<!£ SCR*TT fa? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If the prices of jute fall 
even after the passing of this measure and enforcement of this measure, 
that will not be on account of this Act but in spite of it and on account 
of other factors. I think that this is a simple question which my 
honourable friend should realise. 

The motion of Babu Premium Banna that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the members who formed the Select 
Committee with instructions to submit their report by the *3 1st March, 
1940, and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at four, 
with instruction to the Select Committee to make some provisions in 
the Bill regarding the lauds where jute is grown but in some particular 
year jute is not grown and to make provision for reduction of jute lands 
of those who cultivate jute much in excess of the average, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bengal 
Jute Regulation Bill, 1939, as reported by the Select Committee, be 
taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 1, for the figures “1939” the figures “1940 ,> 
be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment Nos. 10-11A are vague, while* No. 12 
is unnecessary. We shaH now take up amendment No. ltf. 
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llr. CIA8UODIN AHMED: Sir, why is amrnumeni no. It 
tin necessary ? May I make my submission P # 

Ml*. 8PEAKER: Afterwards. 

Mr. BIRENORA KI8H0RE ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that 


Rsi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. You allowed Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed to make his submission, but 
Mr. Roy ('houdhury has already started liis speech. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I allowed him to make hi> submission afterwards^ 
I shall explain later. 


Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, J beg to 
move that clause 1 (•’!), namely, “It shall come into force on such date 
as the Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
appoint" of the original Bill, he restored. 

Sir, the Select Committee must have recommended the deletion of 
this sub-clause on the ground that under cover of this provision the 
Government might delay the operation of this Act. 

• 

But, Sir,* so far as the preparation of the record of jute-growing 
lands is concerned, it has already been undertaken and certainly in due 
course the work will he completed. There is no risk iri this field that 
the application of the Act will he postponed to some indefinite future. 
In regard to compulsoiv regulation of jute production again I do not 
see as to how it may he applied in the course of a >ear or two. Certainly 
the preparation of the record of the jute-growing lands will not be 
fully completed before two years. After that some time will, of course, 
be spent in issuing licences and arranging for other preliminaries. 
Once only this preliminary work has been done that the question of 
compulsory jute production can be taken up. • 

Secondly, although the preparation of the record as to the amount 
of jute-growing land can be undertaken now, 1 do not think it will be 
wise to regulate the production of jute so lang as the war continues 
and the demand for this commodity remains high. After many lean 
years* the cultivators have got an opportunity of eking out a moderate 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[ 26 th Fxb.^ 


08 

fortune.’ It will.be no act of statesmanship to put an obstacle in their 
way just at the prfsent moment. In fact, compulsory regulation of 
jute production must be postponed till the end of the war. So there is 
no point ih deleting sub-clause (J) of clause 1, of the original Bill. 

Thirdly, Sir, I do not think that the Government of Bengal will be 
justified in ordering the regulation of jute protection in this province 
without a previous understanding with the neighbouring provinces of 
Bihar and Assam. It has been found that the acreage under jyte in 
these provinces has been on the increase for the last few years. In 
Bihar, in 1938-39, the average acreage under jute was 290,000 whereas 
the average during the previous ten years was only 211,000. In Assam, 
the increase is still greater. From 167,000 acres of land under jute 
some time ago, the number of acres has now increased to 292,000. 
While we shall restrict they shall increase — this will certainly not be 
a very happy arrangement to contemplate. So, I move that the sub- 
clause ( 3 ) of clause 1, of the original Bill be restored. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as amendments Nos. 10-11 A and 12 are 
concerned, the difficulty is that the language is absolutely vague. In 
amendment No. 12, Mr. Ahmed, you have stated “no other crop can be 
grown on account of strong current excepting jute”. I do not think 
that in any Legislature you can use a language like that. Similarly, 
in amendment Nos. 10-11 A, it is stated “except in such area comprises 
land on which no crop other than jute can be grown”. That is abso- 
lutely vague. Your intention is in order but your drafting is not in 
order. 

As regards amendment No. 14, there is the same difficulty. It is 
indefinite — “before the termination of the present war” — but the war 
may continue for 20 years. 

Amendment No. 15 is beyond the scope of this Bill. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, if the honourable member does 
think that we should wait till the termination of the war? Even if the 
war continues for 20 or 200 years, has he not the right to say that? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Not here. 

Sir. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Exactly here, that is my contention. 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 
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. Th* Hn’bh Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, so fat as tie unend- 

ment of Mr. Biremdra Kishore Roy Ckoudhury is cqpcerned, I oppose 
that. That was of course the Government proposal originally, but the 
Select Committee changed it, and I do not like to differ from *hat the 
Select Committee decided. " 

The motion of Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Choudhury that clause 1 
(3), namely “It shall come inft) force on such date as the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in the ‘Official Gazette,’ appoint” of 
the original Bill, be restored, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: May I, Sir, with your per- 
mission move the amendment standing in the name of Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath DuttaP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (7), in line 2, after the word “Crown’ 1 the words “not below 
the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector” be inserted. 


Mr. 8PEAK£R: There is just one point which I think, you should 
appreciate, I mean about the language. In some of the amendments 
you have tabled you say “Officer not below the rank of a Sub-Deputy 
Collector.” Do you mean to say that it is only the executive officers? 
That would be the difficulty. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Y es, Sir. I mean that the 
power which the has given to the Collector shall be exercised by 
an executive officei 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER. The whole idea is this. There are certain things 
for record. It might be done by an officer of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment or # an officer of the Registration Department. But in order to 
bring it within one term the power is delegated to a Collector and you 
have said “not below the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector”. Then it 
practically means the members of the Executive Service. 
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Dr. kALWAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. would you kindly alloW a 
short-notice amendment, namely, “not below the rahk of a Sub-Deputy 
Collector, Sub-Registrar and Inspector of the Co-operative Societies”? 
We d() not want this to be in the hands of the police. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not mind i 

I think, Mr. Biswas, it would be better if you got a statement from 
Government as to what their intentions are. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right. Sir, 1 will add as you 
advise in regard to the short-notice amendment suggested by me, upon 
the amendment of Mr-. Dhirendra Nath Datta, and it is as follows, 
namely, that in clause 2 (/), in line 2, after the word “Crown” the 
words “not below the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector, a Sub-Registrar 
or au Inspector of Co-operative Societies” be inserted. 

No speech is necessary. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My amendment is the same as 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta’s, so I do not like to move it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I urn afraid amendment No. 24 is defective, and 
I am not very clear as to what it means. 


Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: i beg to move that in clause 2 (4), 
in line (>, after the word “possession” the words “not more than five 
acres in area anti any person possessing jute land more than five acres 
registered in his name shall he debarred from growing jute in any such 
land in khas cultivation” be inserted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You need not make a speech now, I will allow 
you to speak afterwards, after all the amendments to this clause have 
been moved. 


Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: 1 beg to move that in clause 2(7), in 
line 2, after the word “Crown” the words “not below the rank of, 
Sub-Registrar” be inserted. 



• GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


1940.] • GOVERNMENT BILLS. 6| 

Mr. MD. A&UL FAZL: I beg to move that in clause $ ($), in 
line 2, after the words “Official Gazette” the words “aiftl in all verna- 
cular papers of Bengal” lie inserted. * 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 beg to move That in 
clause 2 (12) for the word “Officer” the word “Magistrate” be 
substituted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: M r. Asimuddin Ahmed, you can now speak on 
your amendment, but kindly do it in a few words. 


Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: TO 4* *TCC*TT*rc1 move 

4t r *rrt rrs fv rrarr? fTrsrr «rrt> &tr* 

RTR R* ^ I TOT ^ ^ C5TW? TOTCR*t TOR TOT at 

^ 9dHtl5 *0$ *RTO HJTO RSTO SRT *$t CtTTT •fftylRIH l 


Mr. SPEAKER: Let me explain to you what would be the effect 
of your amendment and 1 shall have to do so in Bengali. 

*IT suggest CTOfCJR TO «n$TCW at R TOfa TO grower of 
jute JtfR ^ TOTt TO ^TOR TOT TOR TO HtHRR l •(%*[ a$R 
TOT TO TOt TOT grower TOT6 a BtttFR *CCKT TOM TO W d *l!tl«R TOR 
gr 3R TOT *TT tW TO RTOR 1 TOR 4 TOCR control RR TO TO TOR fa 
5R R&T «Q?rfa CSR RRTO fa? at TOT TOTO amendment &T press 
• 

RT *FBTt W TO l 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: ^ ^ tot t*fr fro *fa 

TOR TOR «CTt> TO RT CTOR« TO I TO nTOfa «R t^RTOTOT ^ TO at 
n;CTO t TOT fTOR 9tfa ** R^V *f?TR tRTTO? TO* R*0 W* C*TR faRCTRl 

wtSRT «rrfa ?rcfa ♦tts a*R? R*ft nTtifa srfa tot r*^ ^T«(rh tot farot ^ cbtoto, 

TORg big talukdar ^T [H? *CTt> sdVHR l TOT TO* R*H fffa TO TO C*faR 

record *f<R TO I TOTO # recorder tW TOR? TO TOR *W 

record C* I RC* — MSIIW!' faRRT 6 faTO *TT C*TR *UtlRH I 4 H** fatCI 

HRR ^ StTCM RPFTt*TOft HI CM TOT* *R*T RfaRCIRI *lC^t atRR 4*51 ^ 

restriction TOT *5 TOR land TOR R’ft TOT TOTt RVt CTO 

, CflTO TO TOfa f** TOR Sfa *K TOT faTOt CtTTO t 
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Baku KAREN DBA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : I 

JMr. BREAKER : SNiraSr >tm; a® ff>$ correct =wi 
HoV 'ble Mr* Tamizuddin Khan. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYS Sir, what about our amendments? 
Has the Hon’ble Minister accepted them, and may we now*get an 
opportunity of speaking? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may speak when you come to the substantive 
clause. 


The Ho’nble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, in connection with 
amendment No. 10, Dr. Sanya! has moved an amendment to that 
amendment, namely, that in clause 2 (/), in line 2, after the word 
“Crown”, the words “not below the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector, 
a Sub-Registrar, or an Inspector of Co-operative Societies,” be 
inserted. 

Sir, 1 cannot accept the amendment. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Do you accept the amendment 
moved by me on behalf of Mr. Dhirendra Nath DattaP 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not that either, for the 
simple reason that we do not know where we shall stand some 
time hence. It is not unlikely that this department — this Jute 
Registration Department — may become a permanent department and 
in that* case the higher officers of the Jute Registration Department 
may have to be empowered as Collectors. Therefore, if we fix this to 
the categories as proposed by my honourable friend that may lead to 

difficulties in future. In that view, Sir, I oppose all these amendments. 

« 

Th8n as regards the amendment of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed, you, 
Sir, have pointed oflt that the purpose he has in view will not be served 
if this amendment is carried, on the other hand it will make matters 
worse. Therefore, that amendment also cannot be Accepted. 
Mr. Abul Fasl’s amendment also I cannot accept, because it is not the 
practice of Government to publish these things in the vernaculaj papers. 
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. # The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas a*s amende?* by Dr. 
Sanyal to the following effect, namely, that in clause *2 (/), in line 2, 
after the word “Crown”, the words “not below the rank of a Sub- 
Deputy Collector, a Sub-Registrar, or an Inspector of Cooperative 
Societies” be inserted, was then put and lost. J 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tffiis disposes of amendments Nos. 17 and 18. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that in clause 2(4), in line 
6, after the word “possession”, the words “not more than five acre* 
in areas registered in his name shall be debarred from growing jute in 
any such land in khas cultivation” be inserted, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2(8), in line 2, after 
the words “Official Gazette” the words “and in all vernacular papers 
of Bengal” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in clause 
2 (12) for the word “Officer” the word “Magistrate” be inserted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 3 . 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 3 (/), lines 3 and 4, the words “or for such part 
thereof as may for any special reason or purpose be specified in the 
notification” be omitted. 


Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 (/), 
in line 5, after the words “was grown,” the words “or sown but was 
not harvested” be inserted. 


Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
proviso be added to clause 3 (1 ) : — 

“Provided that a grower of jute who did not grow jute in the year 
specified in the notification under this sub-section may, witflin the 
period, in the manner and to the authority specified in sub-section (2) 
of section apply to Lave particulars of any land in his possession on 
which Ike has grown jute in any one year during the three years preced? 
ing the year specified in the notification under this sub-section, entered 
in the record”. 
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Mr, JMAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I beg to move that in dlauae 3 (1A), 
in line 8, after tfbe word “apply’', the words “free of any charge” be - 
inserted. ^ * » 


Mr. riiAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that after 
clause 3 {JA) t the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(Hi) In any notification under su]>-seetion (/) when the jute- 
grower fails to apply under sub-section (7.1 ) or otherwise but in the 
opinion of the Provincial Government or Director of Land Records any 
area or a portion thereof specified in the notification appears to yield no 
Other crop except jute, such area or portion thereof shall he entered in 
the record”. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY (on behalf of Mr. Atul Krishna 
Chose). Sir, 1 hcg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 4, after the 
word “may”, the words “after giving fifteen da\s’ notice” he inserted. 

Sir, on behalf of Mr. Atul Krishna (fhose, I also beg to move that 
in clause 3 (2) {a) t line 4, after the word “place”, the words “not 
more than three miles off from his residence” be inserted. 

Sir, 1 further beg to move that in clause 3 (2) ( a ), in line 7, after 
the word “and”, the words “a copy of the notice shall he served on 
the person whose attendance appears to be necessary and” be added. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Sir, 1 l eg to move that in 
clause il (7), in line 2, aftei the word “faith”, the words “and in spite 
of precautions” he inserted. 

% , x 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Those who want to speak may do so on the 
following amendments Nos. 30, 33-34, 37-40, 40-47, 57, 59, 60 and 01 
which have l>een moved. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I have 
moved by amendment to emphasize the fact if the record of jute-grow- 
ing lands is to* he prepared within a reasonable period of time, such 
preparation must he undertaken simultaneously in all the jute-producing 
districts. If this provision of the Act is applied piecemeal, there is 
every rsk that the work will he pushed only half-heartedly and years 
will pass before a complete record can be available. It should be 
remembered that the preparation of such a record is almost analogous 
lb the settlement operations which had l>een undertaken for years in 
this province, I only hope that the Government will see to it that in 
the short period of two years the record is completed. 
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Thi Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I.oppole amend- 
ment No. 30. As. regards amendments Nos. 33-34 afd 37-40, the ideas 
contained in them are acceptable to Government but we cannot accept 
the amendments as they are. We would lijce to put up aPternative 
drafts for the consideration of this House. J 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The principle is accepted by Government but 

they will put up alternative drafts for these amendments later. 

• 

the Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Amendment No 4(> is 
unnecessary localise in the original clause itself, there is no provision 
for any levy . Therefore this is absolutely unnecessary. As regards 
amendment No. -37. we have already got a similar provision. Therefore 
that i.s also unnecessary l also oppose the oilier amendments moved. 

The motion of Mr IJiremlra Kishorc Hoy Chomlhury that in 
clause 3 (7), lines 3 and 4, the uords “or tor such part thereof as may 
for any special reason oi purpose be specified in the notification" be 
omitted was then put and lost 

The motion of Mr. Mmjbul Husain that in clause 3 (7.4), in line 
8, after the word “apply", the words “free of any charge” be inserted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mi. Ramizmldm Ahmed that after clause 3 
(7.4), the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely : - 

“(7/y i In an \ notification under sub-section (/) when the jute- 
grower tails to apply under sub-section (7.1 > m otherwise but in the 
opinion ot the Provincial Government or Director ijJ Land Records any 
area or a portion thereof specified in the no&ficution appears to yield 
no other crop except jute, such area or portion thereof shall he entered 
in the record.” 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atnl Krishna Ghose moved by Mr. Cham 
{'handm Roy that in clause 3 (7>, line 4. aftei the word “may”, the 
words ' after giving fifteen days' notice" be inserted, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose moved by Mr. Charu 
Chandra Roy that in clagse 3 (2> ( a /. line 4, after the word “place”, 
the words “not more than three miler- off from his residence" be 
inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Charu Chandra Roy that in clause 3 (2)^ 
( a in Rne 7, after the word “and," the words “a copy of the notice 
shall be served on the person whose»at tendance appears to be necessary 
and ” ^ added was then put and lo«t. 
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Th4 Aotioi^ of Mr. Nikon ja Behari Maiti that im clause 3 ( 4 ), 
is line 2, alter thf* word “faith”, the words “and in spite of precau- 
tions” be inserted was then put^nd lost. 

MrV SPEAKER: Amendments Nos. 33-34 and 37-40 have been 
postponed. I dojv’t think that it is possible to go on with the other 
amendments now. T hope that it will be po§sible to deal with them 
to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-30 p.m. 

The House was adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Tuesday, the 27th Feb- 
ruary, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

J 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 27th February, 1940, 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'bit* Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the ('hair, 10 Horfble Ministers and 218 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Starred Question No. S’» in ^esterda\\s list was called out.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE* Sir. although this question was 
supplied to us \esterda>. we did no! know that it would be tuken up 
to-day; so we have not bioughl the papers with us to-day 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This nmv be taken up 

to-morrow . 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Introduction of free primary education in deesore. 

•100. Mr. SERAdUL ISLAM: Will the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Deportment he pleased to state — * 

(a) when the Government pro|>ose to introduce free primary educa- 

tion in the district of Jessore ; and 

(b) when the District School Boaid for Jessore will be formed 

under the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act of li>30? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Pazlul Huq): It is not the policy of Government 
to constitute District School Boards in districts in which education 
cess is not levied. In the district *of Jessore, the road and public 
works c^s has been revalued under the new system provided for 
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in Chapter VIIA of the amended Cess Act. Under the Bengal (Rural) # 
Primary E'ducatiol Act, education cess is leviable under the old system. 
It is intended to amend the Priiparv Education Act so as to bring the 
levy of education cess into line with the system in Chapter VIIA of the 
Cess Act. Meantime, levy of education cess in the district of Jessore 
stands postponed for the present. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: srertwrs fa UfKZ 

3FTRS CS difficulty arise CWftW TO SCFP ‘'Primary 

Education Act ii?[ fast TO 3* nfaro «TROT? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot give any date, 
hut we are trying to expedite the mattei as much as possible. Tt is 
a matter of great nrgencv — w e realise that. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWA8: fa w to csto aTfcRRrt 

(HijpiPR •u ^ c^n «■* $r<i c*r ^T?r c ffa p & 

OTTO 2Tfa SlfaTO :WF? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 would like to have 
a cVnr indication which is justice and which is injustice — imposition 
ot the cess nr the non-imposition:' Sometimes 1 hear that if the cess 
is imposed, it is hardship and again it is said, if it is not imposed, it 
is injustice. 1 would like to have a clear indication about this and 
then l w ill decide my policx . 


Proceedings against certain persons of Nawadwip undet section 14 of 
the Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930. 

•110. Miss MIRA DATTA GUPTA: (a) Is the 11 on’blc Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department aware — 

t 

(?) that proceedings were taken against Sri jut Atul Chandra Das 
and Srijut Tara Prasanna Dass of Nawadwip in 1938 under 
section 14 of the Dangerous Drugs Act. 1930, before the 
Subdivisional Officer. Krishnagar. for the possession of 
some morphine preparations ; i 
(tt) that the prosecution failed as the Magistrate found that the 
accused had possessed those drugs by virtue of a licence held 
under the Foisons Act of 1919; 

(in) that since then attempts are being made to compel tne party to 
take out two licences,' one under the Dangerous Drugs Act 

nrwl iViA linear tlin Pm'cnno A ni • anrl . 
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* (tv) that the Excise Superintendent has refused fo renew the 
denatured spirit licence of this party for 1938-39, and an 
appeal having been made the District Magistrate h#s issued 
the order that “if the appellant takes out a separate ^licence 
for morphia he may he granted the spirit licence 0 ? 

(b) If the answer to *(a) is the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what stej* Government have taken or pro- 
pose to % take against Excise Officers for preventing a recurrence? 


MINI8TER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) (/) Yes, as 
they had no licence under the Dangerous Drugs Act or under the 
Morphia Rules issued in exercise* of powers conferred In the Opium Act. 

(ii) The prosecution failed as the trying Magistrate did not accept 
the contention of the prosecution that under rule 12 of the Rules framed 
under the Poisons Act, 191 9, holders of poisons licences for poisons like 
opium and its alkaloids are subject to the restrictions under the Opium 
Act and that they are therefore required to take out licences under the 
Opium Act as well. 

(iii) and (ir) Licence has since been issued to the jwrtv both for 
morphia and denatured spirit. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to (hi) and (tv), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under what Act the two 
licences referred to therein have been issued, namely, the licence for 
morphia and the licence for denatured spirit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: ITndmr the old 
Morphia Rules which were then in forex*. As the rules under the 
Dangerous Drugs Act had not been published, the licences had to be 
taken under the old Acts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the trying Magistrate in the prosecu- 
tion case against this party found that there was no necessity for 
taking two licences as mentioned in answer (ii) and therefore the 
prosecution failed? If that is the position, why is it that Government 
demanded, as in answers (iii) and («#?), two licences under two separate 
provisions, one under the Morphia Rules and the other under the 
Dangerous Drugs Act P 
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The HOfl’M* 'Mr. PRA8ANNA OCA RAIKUT: That I hare 
already said, namely, that, under the old Morphia Rules and Poisons 
Act which were then still in force, the licensee had to obtain two 
licences. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date when the licefice was issued, as referred to in 
answers (m) and Jit?) P ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Apparently, he says, under the new' Morphia 
Rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state why two licences are necessary? 

% The Hon v bie Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: The Act and Rules 

provide for them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my submission is that the 
party was harassed unnecessarily and wa> coni|M»lled to take out two 
licences even when two licences were not required under the rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The point is when the new Morphia Rules came 
into operation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, 1 cannot sav 
that off -hand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleased to state whether the new rules were in force when the licences 

w f ere granted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 do not think 

it was in force when the licences were granted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that undue pressure was brought to bear 
upon the party to compel them to take out two licences P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. Sir. 

c 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state, if he is qware that their application for denatured 
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«pirit licence for the year 1938-39 was turned dcmnTby the Excise 
Superintendent in his letter, dated the 17th May, 1938, and is it also 
a fact that on their appeal against this order, the District Magistrate 
said that if the appellant takes out a separate licenoe for morphia, he 
may be granted the spirit licence? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Then apparently the Magistrate accepts the 
decision of the Superintendent. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Magistrate said that if he 
took out a separate licence for morphia he might be given a denatured 
spirit licence. But this question deals with an appeal to the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is the d iseretion of the Magistrate and itjflj- 
dangerous to interfere with the discretion of a Magistrate. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the part> has taken out two licences at their own 
volition or the\ were required to take out because otherwise they 
would not he given the denatured Mpirit licence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Under the rules, 

they have got to lake two licences. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the FIoiTble Minister be 
pleased to srtrtp if in view of the facts elicited, Government would 
consider the desirability of suitably modifying the new rules so that 
two licences may not be required ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: But the new rules 

are quite clear. 

Organisation of more 8ugarcane Growers’ Co-operative 8ocieties in 
Rajshahi district. 

• 

Mil. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Go-operative C’redit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department *be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to organise 
more sugarcane growers’ societies like the one organised at 
Gopalpur in the Rajshahi district; and 9 
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( b ) whether expert opinion has been taken about the possibilities 
of— 

(i) organising societies in Mohadebpur, Badalgachi and 
Naogaon thanas in the Naogaon subdivision of the Raj- 
shahi district, 

(it) the Naogaon (ianja Cultivators 1 * Co-operative Society 
helping the sugarcane growers by purchasing sugarcane 
frete the ineintxTH of the Ganja Cultivators’ Cb-opera- 
tive vSociety, and 

(in) improving the condition of the sugar mill at, Naogaon? 

MINISTER in charge of the COOPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): (<n Not at present. 

(b) (i) No occasion has arisen of taking expert opinion foi organising 
societies in these thanas for want of a sugar mill within their possible 
reach. 

(ii) For the same reason as in (b) { i ) above, it is not feasible tor the 
Naogaon Ganja Cultivators’ Co-operative Society to purchase canes of 
its members. 

(iii) Yes. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether he is aware that in Bihar and the United Provinces, 
cane is taken more than 100 miles to the sugar mills ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The 

honourable member also knows, I hope, that in the United Provinces, 
it is controlled by the Sugarcane Act and the whole thing is under the 
control of Government. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is possible to send sugarcane of Mohadebpur, 
Badalgachi and Naogaon to the place where the sugarcane of Gopalpur 
is sent ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 

already said that it is a very long distance and it is not possible to 
carry sugarcane to that area. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state the distance to which sugArcane from Mahadebpur is 
to be carried and the respective distances to which Gopalpur sugarcane 
is to be carried P , 
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. The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKl Sir, if' exact 
mileage is required, I would ask for notice. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he is aware that sugarcnues from these areas are 
actually carried to the Oopalpur mill as well ns to the small mill at 
Naogaon ? 

The*Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 am 
not aware of this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Will ihe Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of Commerce Department he pleased to state if he is aware that 

sugarcane mills do take sugarcane from long distances even covering 
up to 300 miles ¥ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 

pleased to state whether he is now convinced that expert opinion is 
necessary to advise him as to how sugarcane is to be carried to the- 
mills. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Grant for boys* maktabs in Dinajpur. 

•112. Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(?) that the 50 per cent, higher grant sanctioned by (Government for 
teachers serving in boys’ maktabs in Dinajpur district has 
been mixed up with the lump grunt after the establishment 
of the District School Hoard there; and 

( ii ) that the cause of maktab education in the district has suffered 
thereby ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble M?ni»ter 
considering the desirability of — 

(?) t^parating the amount of higher grant from the lump grants 
and 

(it) utilising the same for the purposes for which it was earmarked 

* before the establishment of the School Hoard ? 

• • 
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Thi Hfft’bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL MUQ: (a) (t) Yes. 

(n) No; the 50 per cent, extra grant was to be given to maktabs 
which adopted the ordinary primary course and the grant was meant to 
encourage maktabs to come into line with tjie general run of primary 
schools. With the establishment of the District School Board and the 
revision of the primary curriculum, this object has now been achieved 
and the distinction between the two closes of schools (except for neces- 
sary specific variations), has disappeared and there is no ne©4 now to 
sanction this 50 per cent, extra grant separately. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Securing fair prices of suga Manes for cultivators. 

•113. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
been drawn to the steps taken by the Governments of the United Pro- 
vinces and Bihar securing for the cultivators fair prices for sugarcane 
on a sliding scale against the prevailing price of sugar, whereby they 
will obtain a minimum of 9 annas per maund for cane against a mini- 
mum of Its. 11-4 per maund for sugar in the season 1JM9-40? 

(b) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware — 

(t) that the sugar mills of Bengal have mostly managed to induce 
the cultivators to enter into agreements for the sale of sugar- 
cane at prices between four to five annas only per maund; 
and 

(it) that some of the sugar mill authorities are attempting to keep 
down the price of cane in Bengal by an agreement amongst 
themselves, although the price of sugar is above Rs. 11-8? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is i*» the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take to 
ensure from the mills fair prices and dealing to the agriculturists of 
Bengal this season, and in future years? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) and (b) I have no 
official information. 

i 

(cl I understand that the mills have agreed to pay prices which are 
not considered unfavourable. I will be prepared to take action as soon 
as any attempt on the part of the mills to deal unfairly with ihe agri- 
culturists is brought to my notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to question (c), 
last part, relating to the action for future years, does the Hon’ble 
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•Minister consider the desirability of taking sufficient ffowers by legis- 
lation or otherwise to enable the Government to fix higher prices or 
better prices of sugarcane in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : Not vet. 

Permanent appointment of ten* Inspectors of Co-oporativo Irrigation 
• Societies in 1936-37. 

*114. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdl: (a) lias the 

attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-o{>erative Credit 
and Rural Indebtedness Department been drawn to the statement of the 
Registrar of Go-operative Societies made in the Annual Re|>or< on the 
working ot the Co-oj>erative Societies in the \ ear ending the 30t h June, 
1937, at page 7, to the effect that ten temporary posts of Inspectors of 
Co-ojierativc Irrigation Societies were made j>ermanent in the year 

1936-37 ? 

(h) Will the Ilon’lde Minister he pleased to slate - 

(i) for how many years prior to 1936-37, the ten Inspector* of 
Co-operative Irrigation Societies were temporary; 

(it) where and how these ten Inspectors hud been employed during 
the past 5 years ; 

(w) the number of Iirigation Societies oi gaumed during the {wist 6 
years in each of tin* areas where these Insjwntors have been 
employed ; 

(tr) how man\ of these societies were in existence on the 301 h 
Ju*ie, 1939, in the districts of (1) Birbhum and (2) Bankura; 
and 

in w’hether any of these officets had ever been employed in areas 
without an\ Irrigation Societies oi in work other than irriga- 
tion work? 

it) If the answer to (b) ( r ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such employment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes 

(h) (t) Five for 12 years and five for 11 years prior to 1936-67. 

(it) , (v) and (c) These ten posts were created in 1925 and 1926 
to facilitate, the organisation of irrigation societies. In the next two 
years tin* total number of co-operative societies increased by over 30 
per cent., from twelve thousand to eighteen thousand; it was impossible 
to retain these ten posts for the supervision of irrigation societies only 
and they were merged in the general cadrp of Inspectors. Henceforth * 
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irrigation societies were supervised along with all other classes of 
societies by the inspector appointed with territorial jurisdiction over 
the area^in which they were situated. 

(iit) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) Birbhum 496 and Bankura 353. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (0) (m) of starred question No. 114 , 
regarding number of Irrigation Societies organised during the last 5 
years in each Irrigation area. 
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Realisation of money from members of «iouthi ^Mni| i ippun* 

*115. Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rurul Indebtedness Department 
aware that a large number of the members of different J out ha Banks 
within the Ilajiganj police-station, Tippera, submitted petitions to the 
Secretary , Co-operative *Credit # and Rural Indebtedness Department, 
against the Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Tippera, 
and tlit Inspector of Co-oporatm» Societies. Chandpur, on the 24 th 
November, 1939, praying for protection from oppression by these officials 
in realising bank money from the members of the .Tout ha Banks? 

(b) It the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Min ister he pleased to state wlint action has been taken or ho promises to 
take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK :*(« ) Yes 

(b) Enquiry was made and the allegations were found to Ik' entiiely 
without foundation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ron hie Minister be 

pleased to state who actually made the enquiry v 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It was done 

bv the Registrar undei orders of ( ro\ eminent . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ron hie Minister be 
pleased to >tat^e it an\ witness was examined? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : I am sorry 
I must ask f^r notice. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what was revealed at the time of the enquiry to prompt these persons 
to make these ialse allegations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All that I can 
say is that an enquiry was made in the locality and I have got the 
report to show that the allegations that were made in the several 
applications were found to be without foundation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: 1 * It has been admitted by the Hou’ble Minister 
that applications were made against the Assistant Registrar and the 
Inspector and the allegations were found to be false. My question is, 
did the enquiry reveal what prompted these persons to file these false 
applications P 

Mr. a 8PEAKER: It is not for the Hon’ble Minister to my tbat.^ 
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Frustrating th* d^Mora of the bandits of the Agricultural Debtors Act 

by orotfitors. 

*116. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of (he Co-operative Credit and liural Indebtedness Department 
aware — 

t 

(i) that from the time of the introduction of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act, 1935, to the establishment of tke Debt 
Settlement Board many cases were instituted by the creditors 
to frustrate the object of the Act; and 

(it) that- innumerable jotes of the agricultural debtors of the 
Province have passed from their hands to that of the 
creditors and others during the said period? 

(5) It the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hm’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take 
in the matter? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes; state- 
ments of this nature have been made at times. 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 


Ejectment of tenants-at-will in Calcutta. 

•117. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: "(n) With inference to the 
reply to starred question No. 415 of the 4th May, 1939, and the assur- 
ance given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of tip? Local Self- 
Government Department, will he lie pleased to state the result of his 
enquiry into the matter? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the facts — 

(t) that majority of tenants are tenants-at-will and have to vacate 
the premises they occupy on 15 days’ notice ending with 
a month; and 

(it) that such ejectment as is referred to in (t) has been causing 
dislocation of business of shopkeepers of small means? 

(r/Is the Hon’ble Minister now aware of the fact that the Bint in 
several business quarters has increased double the amount than it was 
ten years back and if the tenants do not agree to pay the high rent, 
they are served with ejectment notice? \ 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister awt.re of the fact that the majority of 
the unemployed middle class youths who took to shopkeeping business 
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in Calcutta have failed in business ive to enhanced rent of shop* and 
t*hat almost 75 per cent, of the profit of those stnallf shops go to pay 
the rent of their business premises P 

(e) Will the Government consider the desirability of providing an 
Act to protect the interest of the tenants? 

MINISTER in charge bf the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibuffah Bahadur, of Dacca): {<n The result of the enquiry is 

incorporated in the answers to clauses (/>) (/) and (r). 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(ii) (Government are not aware of any such dislocation. 

(c) There has rather Iveen a fall in the rents in Calcutta during the 
last ten year. The latter part of the question does not, therefore, 
arise. 

(/I) Government have no such information. 

(e) No. as no legislation appears to be called for at present. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : With lefereuoe to reply (Jfc), is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the landlords of Calcutta 
can eject their tenants on giving 15 days’ notice and as such the 
business of those tenants is dislocated ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

I am not awagptof that fact. 

Mr. ATUL.JCRISHNA CHOSE: Then what is the significance in 
replying (h)(nf that (lovernment are not aware of any such dis- 
location ? 

The Hovt’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

It rents are paid landlords do not eject their tenants. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that landlords can eject the 
tenants on giving 15 days’ notice and as such the business is dislocated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The sect uni jmrt of your question does not arise. 

Mr. ATTUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My first part of the question ia 
whether the Hon’ble Minister is a$v * at tenants are ejected on 
giving 15 days* notice? 
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The Hon’bl. Nawab KhwaJa HABIBOLLAH Bahadur, of Oaaca: 

That is aonatter 8f law. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHD8E: With reference to reply (c), where 
the Hon’ble Minister says that there has rather been a fall in the Vents 
in Calcutta during the last ten years, will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state as to what is the source of t his information? 

< 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ot Dacca: 

Prom the assessment of the Calcutta Corporation. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in at least 90 per cent, of the shops of Burra Bazar and 
College Square rents have gone 50 times up? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

M\ information is otherwise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: 10 times up? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

My information is otherwise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: 4 times up? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr Speaker, Sii.1l would like to 
•draw your attention to t lie fact that this question involves great 
responsibility on the part of the members of this Hoirce in so far as 
that the tenants all over Bengal w r ho come to Calcutta all become 
Calcutta tenants and they are being put to much hardship and I hope, 
Sir, that you will allow me to put this supplementary question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I oan’t, allow that. 


Cheap medical aid to rural areas of Rajshahi. 

•MIL Mtulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what steps he has taken since his assumption of o&ce up to 
this time to provide cLyap medical aid in rural areas of the 
Rajshahi district; 
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• (6) the amounts spent as subsidies and annual jjranta for village 
and thana dispensaries from the contribution of Government 
of India in each year separately ; 

i^c) what are the prescribed conditions for such grants; and 

(d) whether the Government contemplate any scheme of capital 
grants towards estaMishment of Union Board dispensaries? 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

{a) The provision for State aid to rural dispensaries in the Province 
has been increased from Rs. 1,10,000 in 1900-07 to Rs. 1,50,000 in 
1939-40 and all dispensaries recommended by the Commissioners of 
Divisions and found eligible have been paid the usual grant by reappro- 
priation of additional funds beyond the annual grant. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) The condition attached to contributions made from the Govern- 
ment of India’s grant for rural uplift for the establishment of Union 
Board dispensaries was that the recurring cost of maintenance of the 
dispensary should be met from local sources. 

The principal conditions governing the distribution of annual grants 
to thana and village dispensaries are — 

(1) no grant will l>e paid to a dispensary without a positive rejKirt 

that it is efficiently managed; and 
■8 

(2) no fresh giant beyond those already admitted will lie paid on 

accost of a new disjiensary in a thana in which a disjiensary 
already exists so long as there remains ain otliei thana in 
the district without a disjiensary. 


(d) Yes; a scheme for making capital grants towards establishment 
of a Union Board disjiensary at a central place between two Union 
Boards throughout the Province is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 

No. 118. 

The ftnount sanctioned for establishment of Union Board 
dispensaries in the district of Rajshihi out of Government of India’s 
grant for/ural uplift was Rs. 7,200 for four dispensaries. 

7 
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The annual grants to thana and village dispensaries in R&jtfhah} 
under the State scheme of subsidies have been as follows: — 


• 

Year. 

Number of 
thana 

dispensaries. 

Number of 
village 

dispensaries. 0 

Amount of 
grant. 

Rs. 

1937-38 

5 

i 

3,600 

1938-39 

5 

5 

3,750 

1939-40 

5 

8 

4,600 


Realisation of “Iswar Birti” from customers by traders. 

•110. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department aware that merchants and 
traders charge “Iswar Birti” to their customers over and above the rates 
of articles purchased by them ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of introducing legislation to prevent such transaction 
to save the people from taxation by merchants and traders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) Yes. 

(h) The matter is receiving attention. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether before he arrives at any decision in the matter he will bring 
forth legislation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The matter is receiving 
attention. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that this “Iswar Birti” is realised in different names in different parts 
of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am aware, Sir, of 
about 30 different names. (Laughter.) 

Construction of 8atkhira-Na}*aran Road. 

•120. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state 

!i) when has the construction of the Satkhira-Na varan &oad in the 
districts of Khulna an<J Jessore been taken up under the Road 
Development Scheme; 
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. "(**) w ^at is the amount that has been estimated and sanctioned for 

the road; f » 

(tit) what is the amount that has been spent till the end % of 1939; 

(tv) what has been the progress of the work of that road; 

(v) how long ia it likely to take to finish the construction of the 
road ; 

a 

ir?) what retards the progress of the works on that road; and 

(ru> what further amount may be necessary for the completion of 
the road ? 

(b) Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware of the difficulties of the people 
of the locality for the delay in completing the construction of the road P 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : (</) (,) Land acquisition ami earth work on the portion 

of the road between Nuv.mm and Kllishpur in the district of .lessor* 
was commenced in the cold * eat her nf 193ti-37. The Provincial Hoard 
of Poinmunications ;it their meeting of the 25)tli November, 15)39, 
agieed (bat the Provincial (iovernment should recommend to the 
Government ot India that the remaining portion of the road between 
KllUhpur and Satkliira in the distiiet of Khulna should 1 m* executed 
and financed from the Hoad Fund, (iovernment will make this 
recommendation it thc\ are satisfied that the construction of the road 
is not likelv to la* piejudicial to public' health, agriculture, etc. 

(/'/) The amount sanctioned for the portion between Navaran and 
Lllisbpur is Rs. o, 39, 703. The cost of constructing the remaining 
portion is estimated at Rs. ID lakhs. 

(Hi) Rs. 3,35,737. 

(iv) and (?’) Between Navaran and Ellishpur work is in progress at 
various stages; the expenditure this year to the end of January is 
Rs. 74,500 and the budget provision of Rs. 95,000 will be fully utilised. 
This section of the road it is estimated will be completed in 1942-43. 

I am at present not in a position to say when the remaining portion will 
be completed, 

(vii) The estimated cost of the whole project is Rs. 15,40 lakhs. 

(ri) and (b) I appreciate the difficulties and regret that there 
has been some delay, whi?h was mainly due to the fact that the 4>riek 
supplying contractor was behind his schedule owing to a shortage of 
wagons for the supply of coal. 

Dr. N*UNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mininter be 
pleased to state when the first portion of the road from Navaran to 
Ellishpur* was actually contracted out for construction? 
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Tito Mon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Conimbaxar; 

I am sor^r, Sir, ([ cannot give the information off-hand, as that waS 
done before we assumed charge. 

4 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in what form the contract was erfterld into? Was there 
any time-limit laid down for the completion #f' the work? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosscmbazar: 

Even if there was time-limit, the facts that stood in the way could not 
make Government enforce it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in which year was the scarcity of waggons and shortage 
of bricks due to the supply of waggons!"' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I have ^pid, Sir, it was before our time, i.e., before 1937. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why it was not possible to finish ihe work after the 
present Government assumed office if bricks and waggons were avail- 
able since the assumption of office by this Government? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

After our assumption of office we made the necessary arrangements and 
since then the progress has been fairly satisfactory. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 know by what time this 
work — 1 mean, the firM portion up to Kllishpur — is likely to he com- 
pleted ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I will refer the honourable member to my reply {a) (iv) and (r). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the reply there is no mention 
of any allotted time. What time precisely? May I draw the Hon’ble 
Minister’s attention to the answer in which he only says: “This 
section of the road, it is estimated, will be completed in 1942-43.” 
That refers to the subsequent project. 1 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : No, no. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who was the contractor and what action was takes 
against him for failure to complete the work within time? e 
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. "The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDYf or uossimoaxar: 

As I have already stated, Sir, the contractor was not hims«f respon- 
sible. There were factors which were beyond the control of % even the 
Government, which was responsible for the delay. So I believe no 
action was taken gainst the contractor. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYJVL: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. I want to know who was the contractor. T also want to 
know w4iat was the form of the contract ami w’heiher time was the 
essence of the contract. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon'ble Minister has said that the reason 
why the work could not be completed was not because of the con- 
tractor’s fault nor of the fault of the Government but because of other 
factors. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was there any provision for any 
punishment of the contractor if there was delay in execution of the 
work ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, there are different forms of contract and I believe that in one form 
under which the contractor is liable 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 want to know if this particular 
contract was in that form. 1 do not want any general statement. 1 
want to know if this particular form of the contract provided for 
punishment of the contractor if the contractor did not execute the work 
within the stated time. 

N 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I have stated just now if there was delay there are good reasons for 
which the contractor could not complete the work 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 am entitled to a reply. I 
do not want any hypothetical phraseology. 1 want a specific and 
definite reply to the question of which notice was duly given. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHAHDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am sorry, I am not carrying in my brain the form of contract wtfiich 
was given to the contractor five years back. 

Dr. NALlhAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister carrying 
it in his file? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is understood. (Laughter . \ 
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Mr! ATUL KRISHNA CH08H: Will the Honble Minister They 
pleased tcrstate the terms of that contract? 

The flon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Oppression of raiyats by zemindars in Shamnagar and other thanas 

in Khulna. 

# 121. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Has the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department received any application complain- 

against the zemindars and their agents for oppression and exactions 
from a large number of tenants of Shamnagar, Kaliganj, Asasuni, 
Dacope and Paikgachha police-stations of the Khulna district during 
the last two years P 

(b) If so, what stej>s, if any, have the Government taken in the 
matter? 

(c) Have the Government informed any of the applicants about 
the steps taken ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Such complaints were 
received from the tenants of Shamnagar and Kaliganj police-stations 
only. 

(b) The petitions were forwarded to the Collector of the district for 
disposal in accordance with the provisions of sections 58 and T4A of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

(c) Yes, on one occasion only. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether an enquiry was held by the Collector under 
sub-section (4) of section 58 of the Bengal Tenancy Act ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action has the Collector of Khulna token in 
regard to the petition mentioned in answer (c)? 

fh. Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: Iu question (t) 
there is no question of action by the Collector. Question (r) is as 
follows: 4 ‘Have the Government informed any of the applicants about 
the steps taken?” 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hesheniv, you ought to read the question 
before you put a supplementary question. «* 
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DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to tell us when that petition was submitted h the Collector. 

The Hon’ble Si r BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: As soon ns the 
petitions were received they were forwarded to the Collector for action. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA N/VTH DATTA: Will the lion’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how many mofiths or bow many years before? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: ST* (b) re re 

application Collector <as STO nT&IC'HI fRKf rerre reTOR 

fa to rerre farrow erwita ots renre 

faV <K^U fa nr? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the hon’ble 
member should know that sections oS and 74A invest the Collector with 
certain judicial powers but he is not under the executive control of 
Government in discharging* his judicial functions. The matter was sent 
to the Collector to take judicial notice of the allegations made in the 
applications. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWA8: ufa reR executive 

<K^I faOT STTO OTyrSTfa <351 TOT CTO •UTOT 1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest iou does not arise. Besides I am rather 
surprised that you ot all people should want the District Magistrates 
to take executive action! 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Uon’ble Minister 
please let us know how many petitions were received? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Protective measures against hood in Nadia district. 

•1». Mr. HARIPAdA CHATTOPAOHYAY: (a) Will* the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department be pleased to state — 

(t) wliat was the extent of damages caused by the last flood in the 
Kaliganj police-station ofttlie Sadar subdivision in the Nadia 
district ; 
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* 

(Of what measures have been taken by Government to protect the. 
dowlyinl’ areas of this police-station from the periodic recur- 
rence of flood ; 

(in) whether the protective bunds checking the overflow of flood 
waters of the Bhagirathi and its branches through the long 
stretch of khal from Harinathpur to Kuthuria were ade- 
quately repaired last year; * * 

(iv) whether the bund is now in proper condition ; and 

(v) whether this bund serves the purpose of road from HannatUpur 

to DibrinP 

(b) Have the Government in contemplation any scheme for thorough 
repairs of this road? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the scheme is likely to be given effect 
toP 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take for the pro- 
tection of the area from periodic inundation? 

* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAHDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

(a) (t) Paddy and jute sown in half the area comprised in the police- 
station were destroyed. 

(/<) and {d) I am advised that it is not f'eas.ble to protect this 
lowlying area without transferring the trouble elsewhere. The con- 
struction of embankments would lead to water-logging and an increase 
of malaria. 

(Hi) to (v) The bund is a private one. The only ifftormation that 
I have about it is that it is used by pedestrians as a road where flood 
conditions allow. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : wsfotm STTO 

*rr sitter •eOflm ^ 5W? 

Mgr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion and you can draw 
your own conclusion. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: fw EtOT CT 

qfm District Magistrate a* EtTVfW faW IfENfrvW 

rmr Eflpw otp*t wctoh ci m snot c* 

m vr *ti? 
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. ' Thi Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Goiaffribazars 

I have no knowledge of the conference referred to: 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALi With reference to answer (m) 
and (b) that protection to this low lying area could not be done with- 
out transferring the trouble elsewhere, will the Hon’ble Minister state 
which other area he means and # what would be the probable alternative 

loss in that area that is contemplated 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid that is too general a question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that within this area there are important villages like 
Motihari and Xhamnagar which are very populous and contain big 
houses? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid it is no use asking a question for the 
sake of a question. I am quite in sympathy with your desire but I must 
again say that it is too general. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if he is aware that the bund in question was repaired last year by 
a contribution received from the District Magistrate’s Discretionary 
Fund ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazars 

So far as I know*, Sir, that is a private hund t and I am not sure if any 
contribution was made by the Collector. 

Dr. NALIlfaK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if it is a fact that this bund which is a zemindar’s bund l has been 
allowed to fall into disrepair because of the former utbundhi tenants 
having been converted into permanent tenants? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazart 

I have already stated in my reply (Hi) to (v), 1 have not any detailed 
knowledge of the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA *8ANYALs Will the Hon’ble Miniates be 
pleased to enquire into the matter? 

Mr. 8^8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of answers (ii) and 
( b ), that protection of this area will transfer trouble elsewhere, doea 
the position therefore stand thus: That the protection of this area ia 
impossible ? 
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TM Hon’blo Maharaja 8RISGHANDRA NANDY, of Cotaimbaaar: 

The question whidi we are now considering to utilize similar areas is 
by encouraging the growth of those particular kinds of paddy which 
will flourish in waterlogged area. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if Government is considering the # desirability of according sanc- 
tion to the repair of the bund in question, if a private contribution was 
raised by the villagers themselves? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why is the sanction necessary? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the trouble now, Sir. 
You cannot even protect your hearth and home unless the authorities 
sanction it. My question is: if the Hon’ble Minister is aware that the 
protection of this bund and repair thereof have been prohibited under 
the orders of the District Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, it is difficult for me to sa\ off-hand. But it it was done it must 
have been done on expert advice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: K the Hon’hle Minister aware 
that the District Magistrate issued this order on the advice of his 
department ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have told us that it was the District 
Magistrate who out of his Discretionary grant contributed to the repair 
of this bund. Now \ou say that he has prohibited the repair of thi> 
bund. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it was a former District 
Magistrate, namely, Mr. M. M. Stuart, who spent money on the pro- 
tection of this bund, but the new District Magistrate in spite of the 
fact that he has sympathy with this project prevents the inhabitants 
from repairing this by reason of the obstinacy of the department 
concerned. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA KANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

I And the honourable member has more knowledge than I Lave got, 
and be lias no need to elicit further information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I want to ascertain this'iact from 
the Hon’ble Minister whether he Mbs knowledge that these officers axe 
feting in a manner prejudicial to the public interest. I have collected 
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some information and I want to know from Government if they have 
issued any instructions to prevent private persons fit>m protecting this 
bund and their own hearth and home? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I refer the honourable member to the Embankment Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANDAL: Will the Hon' hie Minister pleas^ 
state ii he is aware that the Embankment Act does not refer to private 
bunds of this character? It is absurd if he dues not know this. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I stick to my reply. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, \ou .stick to it because you 
do not know it. 


Construction of a metalled road between Charabari and Tangail. 

•123. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANQAL: or. I- ihe Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that Charabari is the only steamer station for journey to and 
from Tangail ; 

(it) that the road from Tangail town to Charabari steamer station is 
an ordinary bach a road ; and 
(Hi) that it is annually inundated b\ flood? 

(b) If so, ^Jo the Government contemplate the construction of a 
metalled road l>etween Charabari and Tamiail? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) I have no doubt that the information given by tin* honourable mem- 
ber is correct. 

(b) No, the construction of such a road is clearly a local respons- 
ibility. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL»HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether be is aware that the Charabari to Tangail Roifd is a 
part of the route connecting the two subdivisions of Serajganj and 
Tangail of . two different districts from Mymenaingh? 

/ 

Th# Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I believe so. __ 
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Mr.' MIRZA A^DUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister please, 
note that the construction of the Charabarj-Tangail road is therefore 
not the local liability? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbazars 

I am sorry I differ from the honourable member. 

e 

f Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: mtflwq r CT $C r *m 

faCWR 5TOJ CTO HC^ WltACMl WfCH'G fa 

CTO? <3$ ?Wl5l TO5 FtCW 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I would refer the honourable member to my reply (6). 


Present condition of health of political prisoner Babu Purnananda Das 

Gupta. 

*123A. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether Babu Purnananda Das Gupta, a political prisoner in 
Alipore Central Jail, is now in hospital for treatment; and 

(ii) what is the present condition of li is health? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin) : ( / ) Yes. 

(H) An operation was successfully performed on him on Saturday, 
the 24th February. II is condition and progress are satisfactory. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state what is the disease for which Babu Purnananda Das Gupta had 
to undergo this operation? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not the usual prac- 
tice to give out the name of the disease but in this particular case I am 
prepared to do so as an exception. Babu Purnananda Das Gupta waa 
operated upon on Saturday last for bleeding piles and is doing well. 

M* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How long fias he been suffering? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may advise Mr. Sen that probably it would be 
better in the interest of the health of the patient that questions* regard- 
ing his health are not asked at this stage. I am prepared to make an 
exception to allow you to ask supplementary questions regarding thia 
tetter later on. 
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•.Df* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, the patient 1 might 
fael happy if he learns that we are taking interest tor his health. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA 8ENi AA ill the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of setting up a Commission of official and non-official 
medical men for examining Purnanandu Balm, and advising the 
Government as to whether he should not be set at liberty? 

• 

Mr* 8PEAKER: I am afraid that question does not arise. So 
long a% he is a patient I cannot allow that question. Supposing Gov- 
ernment say “No” and he hears of it, it will react on his health. I 
am quite prepared to allow that question later. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8 i r NAZIMUDDIN* r Ihat question does not 
arise out of this. 

Mr. 8PE AKER! An\wa\, I have disallowed the question. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : r lhe House will now resume further consideration 
of the Bengal Jute Regulation Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN I The two amendments 

that were postponed yesierdax are amendments Nos. 33-34, and 37-40. 
Amendment No. 33-34 was mmed b\ Mr. Maqbul Hossain. So far as 
that is concerned I shall submit to the House what Government have 
decided to do “Viter on. 

As regards Amendment No. 37-40 which was also postponed I shall 
with your leave move u new amendment which reads as follows: — 

“that after sub-clause (/.! ) of clause 3 the following sub-clause be 
inserted, namely: — 

'(IB) In any notification under sub-section (/) the Pro- 
vincial Government may also direct that, in the area 
specified in the notification, any grower of jute who 
did no% grow jute in the year specified in the notifica- 
tion may within the period, in the manner, and to 
the authority, specified in sub-section (2) of section 
4, apply to have entered in the record any land in 
such area on which he or his predecessor in interest 
grew jute in anyone of the three years immediate:** 
preceding the year specified in the notification.”' 
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Sir, the principle underlying the amendment No. 37 is the sanie.. 
Only it has been put in a slightly different language. Honourable 
members will kindly see that this will allow the preparation of a record 
even in cases where 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, before the Hon’ble Minister 
elaborates his point, I want to rise on a point of order. Yesterday 
clause (J) has been finished and, therefore, the Hon’ble Minister is not 
right in re-opening that clause. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think there is some disorder in your point of 
order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 was going to say that 
a man who may not have grown an\ jute on his land in the year for 
which the record is going to be made, will \et have an opportunity to 
have his land recorded if he had grown jute on his land in any one of 
three preceding years. It is a definite advantage. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: May I know from the Hon'ble 
Minister whether Government are prepared to issue a notification with 
respect to this year immediately if they want to enforce the regulation 
this year K 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, we will 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that view is there any necessity for amend- 
ments Nos. 33-34 and 37-40 Y Do you wish to stick to/them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As regards amendment 
Nos. 33-34 my submission is this. The amendment is with regard to 
the word “grow”. That word occurs not only in this clause but also 
in other clauses. Therefore, the most appropriate clause in which the 
amendment should find a place is the definition clause, but there is 
one difficulty, a-s we have already dealt with that clause and, therefore, 
it will not be perhaps permissible to re-open that. That will however 
be an addition and not an amendment so to saj\ 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Personally what I would suggest is this. So 
far as clause 2 is concerned that is finished. You can hav£ a fresh 
clause containing the definition of “grow” and then before the third 
reading we can put this new definition together with other definitions 
ip clause 2. 
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* *1 think that it is a perfectly pertinent point which has beeif raised 
by Mr. Maqbul Hossain and Mr. Shahed Ali in^their amendment. 
Government point out that the word “prow” is not only to be found 
in clause 3 but also in various other clauses of the Bill. ^Therefore 
there should be a new clause giving the definition of the word “grow”, 
which is as follows: — 

“ ‘grow’ with its grammatical variations when used in relation 
to jute includes ‘sow’ and the grammatical variations thereof, 
irrespective of whether the jute is harvested or not.” 

That is the Government draft. It is an improvement, hut I quite admit 
that the difficulty is that clause 2 has been carried. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that happily worded Y 


Mr. SPEAKER: What I propose to do is to leave it as it is, and 
when the third reading is taken up it is open to the House to make con- 
sequential grammatical corrections. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the following nt«i\ be added as clause 2 A pM alter the definition clause, 
i.e., clause 2 

“(2.1) In this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the sub- 
ject or context : — 

‘grow’ with its grammatical variations when used in relation to 
jute includes ‘sow* and the gianmiaticol variations thereof, 
irrespective of whether the jute is harvested or not.” 

% 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We do not really follow what has 
been suggested. As a matter ot fact, one “sowing” will be followed 
by another “growing” and that “growing” will he followed by another 
“sowing”. How do we stand if ali the grammatical variations of one 
go with all the grammatical variation** <d another* 

The motion of the Hon* hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that after clause 
2 the following new clause be inserted, nameh : — 

"2A In this Act unless there is an\ thing repugnant in the subject 
or context : — 

‘grow’ with its grammatical variations when used in relation to 
t #ju!e includes ‘sow’ and the grammatical variations thereof, 
irrespective of wbether the jute is harvested or not”, 

was then put and agreed to. 
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Mr. SPEAKER! Iu view of this, amendment (Nos. and ^4) 
does not arise, .4s regards 37 and 40 a new draft has been circulated 
to the members and it has? been moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that after sub- 
clause (74) of clause 3, the following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 


“(7/7) In any notification under sub-section (/) the Provincial 
Government may also direcY that, in the area specified in 
the notification, any grower of jute who did not grpw jute 
in the year specified in the notification may, within the 
period, in the manner, and to the authority specified in sub- 
section (2) of section 4, apply to have entered in the record 
any land in such area on which he or his predecessor in 
interest grew jute in any one of the three years immediately 
preceding the year specified in the notification, ” 


was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. I. G. Kennedy that the following proviso be 
added to clause 3 (7) : — 

“Provided that a grower of jute who did not grow jute in the year 
specified in the notification under this sub-section may, 
within the period, in the manner and to the authority speci- 
fied in sub-section {2) of section 4, apply to have particulars 
of any land in his possession on which he has grown jute 
in any one year during the three years preceding the year 
specified in the notification under this sub-section, entered 
in the record”, 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The question that clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

% 


Clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (2) of clause 4, in line 3, for the word “corrections” the 
word “correctness” be substituted. s 

I Beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 4, in line 5, after the 
brackets, figure and letter “(7.4)” the words, brackets, figure and 
letter “or sub-section (Iff)” be inserted. 

I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 4, in line for the 
words “in that sub-section” the words “respectively in these sub- 
sections” be substituted * 
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\ |IOf ABUL FAZLs I beg to move that id clause 4 (2), iu 
line I, for the words “such period’' the words “one year*' be 
substituted. 

Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: I beg to move that in clause 4 (2), in 
line 1, after the word “make the words “free of cost” be inserted. 

• 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITIi l beg to move that in clause 4 
(~) f tine d, after the word “objection’ the words “free of anv charge 
or cost” be inserted. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: I beg to move that in clause 4 (2), in 
line 3, after the word “objection" the words “free of any charge” be 
inserted. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: I beg to move that in clause 4(2), in 
line o, after the word ‘application ’ the words “free of any charge” 
be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I opppose all these 
amendments because they are all absolutely unnecessary. Honourable 
members will kindly see that in the original Bill it was provided that 
some fee might be levied. The Select (’ommittee omitted those words 
from the clause. Therefore it is quite clear that unless there is some 
provision for levy of any charges no charges can be imposed. In that 
view these amendments are unnecessary. 

The motion of Mr. Md. A bill Fa/1 that in clause 4 (2), in line 1 foi 
the words “such period" the word* “one >ear" be substituted was then 
put and lost. 4 

The motion of Md. Ahul Fa/1 that in clause 4(2), In iine 2, after 
the W’ord “make” the words “tree of exist” be inserted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that in clause 4(2), in 
line 3, after the word “objection” the words “free of any charge or 
cost” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hosain that in clase 4(2), in line 3, 
after the word “objection” the words “free of any charge” be 
inserted, was then put ami lost. 9 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hosain that in clause 4(2), in line 5, 
after the word “application” the words “free of any charge” be 
inserted, yas then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. Tami/uddin Khan that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 4, in iine 3, for the wor8 “corrections” the word “correct- 
ness” be*substituted, was then put and agreed to. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 4, in line 5, after the brackets, figure and letter “(A)” 
the worths, brackets, figure and letter "or sub-section (IB)” be insert- 
ed, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 4, in line 6, for the words "in that sub-section” the 
words "respectively in these sub-sections” be substituted, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 4 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 5. 

Mf, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA! Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 6(7), in line 9, after the word "year” the words "and of all 
lands on which no crop other than jute can be grown” be inserted. 

Sir, in bringing this motion before the House, I beg to point out 
to the Hon’hle Minister that in sub-clause (7.1) of clause 3, it has been 
stated that there should be a record, not only of the lands on which 
jute can be grown, but also a record of the lands on which no crop 
other than jute can be grown. So, if as a matter of fact, clause 5 
contemplates the preparation of final record of all lands on which jute 
was grown, the words "and of all muds on which no crop other than 
jute can be growui” should be inserted. This follow’s as a matter of 
course. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will appreicute the amendment 
that I have moved. It follows as a matter of course from the amend- 
ment of sub-clause (LI ) of clause 3. 

< 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, what will happen to my 
amendment No. 74 P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I would suggest is to leave out this amend- 
ment for the time being and I will allow it to come in as a consequen- 
tial amendment if necessary. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khan: Sir, I beg to move that 
the ^following proviso be added to sub-clause <7) of clause 5, namely: — 

"Provided that the Provincial Government may, in any year, 
subsequent to that in respect of which the final record is 
prepared, direct that any correction so made ii^ the final 
record in respect of an application made under sub-clause 
(2) of section 4 shall, m the prescribed manner, be examined 
and, if necessary, be revised.” « 
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’ *Sir, the object is that the corrections that will be made by way of 
entering the character of certain classes of lands, namely, that no 
crop other than jute can be grown on that land. Those corrections 
may subsequently be revised for this reason that there may be certain 
lands on which nothing hut jute can he grown in a particular year 
or during a period of years, but subsequently the lands may be raised 
or the character of the lands niav he changed in such a way that the 
lands may grow other crops also. In that view there should be a 
provision for such record being capable of revision. It is in that 
view that I move this amendment No 71. 

As regards amendment No. 70 of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta, 
although I appreciate his motive I would like to point out that it is 
unnecessary because so far as the lands on which nothing hut jute 
can he grown that is only a description ot the land. What the record 
will show' wiil he land under jute and if there is any land on which 
nothing but jute can he grown, only that character of the land will 
be recorded in the record. Therefore it is not necessary that an 
amendment like this should at all he accepted. It is absolutely un- 
necessary. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause ’) (/), in 
line 9, after the word "\ear“ the words “and of all lands on which 
no crop other than jute can he grown*’ he inserted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the follow- 
ing proviso he added to sub-clause (/) of clause f>, namely: — 

“Provided that the Provincial Government may, in any year 
subsequent to that in respect of which the final records is 
prepared, direct that any correction so made in the final 
recfflrd in respect of an application made under sub-section 
( 2 ) of section 4 shall, in the prescribed manner, be examinee! 
and, if necessary, he revised”, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 5 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not going to take up clause 5A at this 
stage. This is a new' cltuse and I propose to take it up later olf. 

Dr. I^ALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in this connection, may I 
submit (er *vour consideration one factor that the new clause 5A 
relates to the provisions of the new Bengal Jute Regulation Ordinance, 
1940 P A motion in regard to thaf ordinance has already been given 
notice and as you are aware, Sir. the parliamentary conventidh 
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ie that when a motion is already in the possession of the House — tenet 
under the provisions of the Act I am entitled to have a day for discus- 
sion of tjiat motion — it would not he desirable, Sir, to have my motion 
overridden by an anticipatory motion of this kind. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, it will not be overridden. Even supposing 
this clause is passed, it will still be open to you to discuss it on the 
day I fix for it. 

t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case, Sir, I shall have 
another difficulty 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Our rule is certainly overridden by constitutional 
requirements. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But when a substantive identical 
motion is passed I cannot move my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is for me to judge what is a substantive 
motion . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But unfortunately rule 39 does 
not give discretion to the Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But what is an identical motion is for the 
Speaker to decide. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But the wording of this motion is 
identical to section 3 of the ordinance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, why are you anxieus to shut out 
your motion ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Government is anxious to shut 
out my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I give an open declaration on behalf of the House 
that even though this legislation is taken up that does not in any way 
stand in the way of the jute ordinance being discussed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Or rather, would it not be better 
if the Hon’ble Jiinister concerned appoints a particular date, say 
to-morrow, for taking up jute ordinance as well as the Jute Regula- 
tion Bill. That will be saving the time of the House. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would certainly think of this but not your 
•other point. 
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Clause 6, 

Th* Hon'Ma Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to wove that 

in clause 6, for sub-clauses (2) to ( S ), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

<f (2) Each Committee shall consist of a Chairman and not more 
than six other members, of whom three shall be growers 
• of jute within the area of the jurisdiction of the Committee. 

(J) The Chairman and other members of the Committee shall be 
appointed by the Collector or by such servant of the Crown 
other than a Police-officer as may be authorized by the 
by the Collector by general or special order in this behalf. 

(4) The Committee shall be subject to the control and supervision 
of the Collector and of any servant of the Crown authorized 
by the Collector by general or special order in this behalf. 

(<5) The Collector may, at any time and for reasons to be recorded 
by him in writing, dissolve a Committee, and may there- 
upon either cause a fresh Committee to be appointed or 
may, subject to the rules, authorized any servant of the 
Crown other than a Police-officer to perform all or any of 
the functions of the Committee. 

(6) The Cohector may, at any time and for reasons to be reoorded 
by him in writing, cancel the appointment of the Chairman 
or any other member of the Committee, and shall thereupon 
cause to be appointed a fresh Chairman or a fresh member 
as the may be.” 

and that sub-clmuses (/V) and (JO) be renumbered as sub-clauses (7) 
and (S). 

Sir, my amendment speaks for itself. The amendment indicates 
how the committees will be constituted. This will simplify the whole 
matter, and I think it will be increasing the difficulties of the situa- 
tion if any election is sought to be resorted to in constituting these 
committees. I think, Sir, my amendment will be acceptable to the 
House. 

Mr. ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Mr. Sj>eaker, Sir, 1 beg to oppose 
the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, i.e., 
amendment No. 77. It will appear that this amendment seeks to give 
absolute j*>wer to the Collector to appoint majority of members in all 
the committees. The Select Committee report says that each com- 
mittee constituted after the year 1£&0 shall consist of 7 members of 
whom 3 *jhall be elected by the members of the union board and th* 
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remaiirfng 4 shall Jbe elected by growers of jute within the union. 
This salutary provision is being taken away by the amendment moved* 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. The Collector is given absolute 
power arfd as I submitted when I last opposed the Bill that the 
Collector will be another Tzar in his own jurisdiction. Therefore, I 
submit that if this amendment is accepted it will be prejudicial to th$ 
interests of the growers. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you 
not take up the other amendments under this clause? I have an amend- 
ment of my own, and I want to speak on that amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can speak on this amendment of the Hon’ble 
Minister because if this amendment is carried others will fail. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 oppose 
amendment No. 77 just moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 
Sir, as a member of the Jute Enquiry Committee I had toured many 
districts and wherever I had accosted the jute-growers thc\ were pleased 
to know that Government was going to introduce a legislation for 
regulating the production of jute, but they requested us to see that the 
allocation of the quotas should l>e left to the representatives of the 
jute-growers of the particular area where a committee should be 
constituted, that is, the members of that committee should l>e elected 
by them. And they went so far as to request us to put up before 
Government that every village should have an elected representative so 
that their interests may be safe in the hands of the committee. If 
Government instead of allowing the jute-growers to send their own 
representatives to the committee through election appoint members for 
making allotments of lands to the respective jute-growers, I am also 
afraid the interests of the jute-growers will suffer. That is the 
reason why l tabled by amendment. In opposing the amendment of the 
Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan I want to warn him that his amendment 
is not going to be liked by the jute-growers themselves in whose interests 
the Regulation Bill is alleged to have l»een brought. 

The jute-growers want their own men to be in the committee 
through election to be made by them. If that is their intention, why 
shoirid Government press for their amendment No. 77? If the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has any doubts that the jute-growers 
want their own elected representatives on the committee, then I would 
ask him to make an enquiry within a short time through <the union 
boards wdiether the jute-growers want their own elected representatives 
in the committee or they like a Committee to be thrust upon them. 
J¥ith these words. Sir, I oppose this motion. 
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.Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I did not 
Want to take part in the debate but I find that this i#a very important 
factor. I do not understand why the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
has given the go-by to the very best solution that was arrived at by 
the Select Committee. I can quite understand that so far as the com- 
mittee that is to be appointed in 11)40, that committee has got to 
be appointed by the Collector. But so far as the committees which 
will l>e formed after 11)40 — front 11)41 thereafter — 1 do not understand 
why thj Collector should be given the power to appoint either the 
Chairman or the other members of the commit tee. This is u very 
important factor. We know that union boards have been formed in 
this province, and with the growth of Provincial Autonomy we want 
to give greater powers to the people, and the growers of jute and oilier 
people should have t heir own representatives on the committee. Am 
I to understand, Sir, that the Collector, whoever he might be. will be 
the best guardian to protect the growers of jute P 1 fail to understand 
why the Hon'ble Mr Tamizuddin Khan should have taken recourse to 
moving a motion before the House to alter the decision that was 
arrived at b\ the Select Committee. 1 find that in the Select Com- 
mittee draft it is Mated in sub-clause (^) of clause f> : “Each committee 
constituted in the year 1D40 shall consist of seven members appointed 
by the Collector or by such servant of t lie Crown other than a police 
officer as may, subject to the rules, lie authorised by the Collector by 
general or special order in this liehalf; and of the seven members so 
appointed, three chilli be memliers of the union board, and the remain- 
ing four shall Ik* growers of jute within the union." 

Then lower down in sub-clause (4 ) it is stated: “Each committee 
constituted after the year 1!I4() shall consist of m*vch members, of whom 
three shall be elected by the members of the union board and the re- 
maining four shall be elected b\ growers of jute within the union. “ 

I can very well understand that the question must hinge on this, 
namely, whether 1 lie members w ho will l»e elected —three ami four; 
these seven members — whether they will elect the Chairman from 
amongst themselves. Whether the Chairman will lie appointed by 
the Collector or the Chairman will he elected by the seven members 
from amongst themselves — that is a point on which some sort of wisdom 
should have been given to the IIou**e by the Hon'ble Minister 1 do not 
understand why the right of election has been taken away either from 
the members of the union boards or the growers of jute, and the Chair- 
man has been thrust upon the members of the committee, whether they 
are growers of jute or members of the union boards. I cannot visualise 
more dangerous things than this. I do not know what led my friend — 
whether the Coalition Party did it, or the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
did it, I do not know — but if this if allowed to pass I fear that there 
will he end of everything either of Provincial Autonomy or the power 
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that has been given to the people. My friend «avs: “We do not want* to 
give the power o£ election to growers of jute”. Does he apprehend 
that they will cut their own throats? If they do so, let them do it. 
Either Europeans or others — they or any other people — if they think 
that they are the guardians of growers of jute, I do not understand. 
Sir, why this should be made the occasion when we should take things 
in that light. Growers of jute will select the best men from amongst 
themselves, and it is they alone who can decide who is the best man to 
be appointed as Chairman. I therefore believe, Sir, that a grea£ \Vrong 
has been done to the Select Committee and to the intelligence of the 
members of the Select Committee, and it is going back on the system 
that has been followed under the Provincial Autonomy scheme. I am 
appealing to my friends of the Coalition Party through you, Sir, that 
they should reconsider this matter. It does not matter whether this 
motion has been brought forward by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan. There is yet time; steps may yet be retraced, and T am warning 
him of the danger that he is putting forward by bringing in this amend- 
ment. I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister will be well advised to 
withdraw the amendment and see that the Select Committee’s decision 
is carried through in this House. With these words. Sir, I oppose the 
motion. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : (l-d p.m. is the prater time. So, it is no use 
asking another member to speak now. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for twenty minutes.) 


A fter adjournment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker; Sir, This is a 
motion which ought to be opposed by all members of this House 
whether they belong to the Congress Group, the Krishak-Praja Group, 
the Coalition Group or to the European Group. As a matter of fact, 
the minute of dissent by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan with regard 
to this clause is this. He has stated: “Considering the very limited 
functions of the Union Jute Committees, the proposed methods of 
constitution by election are both expensive and dilatory. The clause 
as originally drafted is preferable and should stand.” With regard to 
the constitution of the committee that will be constituted in the year 
1940 it can be contended that if the system of election be introduced in 
consituting that oommtitee in 1940 it will be dilatory, but with regard 
to the constitution of the committee that will be constituted after 1940 
the system cannot be said to be dilatory. With regard to the Argument 
that the system of election will be expensive, and if as a matter of 
fact on the ground of expense this system is done away with, thou 
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we can as well say that this House, the election of this Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly, this form of Government should flso be done away 
with because the method of election has no doubt been more expensive 
than what it was before 1937. Are you therefore on this ground going 
to say that the method of election for this Legislature also should be 
done away with? As a matter of fact when 1 go through the minute 
of dissent it appears that members of the Coalition Groun have sub* 
mitted a minute of dissent, but still they are unanimous with regard 
to the constitution of the committee and have not asked that the system 
of election should be done away with. I for myself do not understand 
what has happened in the meantime. Certainly nothing has happened 
in the meantime by which they can say that they have found reasons 
for changing their views. Even with regard to the minute of dissent 
of the European members, you will find, Sir. that as regards clause t> 
even they did not want that this system of election should he done 
away with altogether. Their view is that out of 7 members consti- 
tuting the committee. 4 should he elected by the members ot the union 
board of whom not less than 2 should he non-members and growers of 
jute, and other 3 should lie appointed by the Collector, of whom at 
least 2 shall he from among the jute-growers within the union. There- 
fore, it is quite clear that their idea was that the system of election 
should not be altogether done away with hut that out of 7 members, 

4 should he elected b\ the union hoard and 3 appointed by the Collector. 
Sir, here we find that all the 7 memtiers are sought to l>e appointed by 
the Collector. But, Sir, who is that Collector? If you look at the 
definition of the “Collector” in this Bill, you will find that the 
“Collector” means the Collector of a district and includes any servant 
of the Crown other than a police officer appointed by the Provincial 
Government to exercise all or any of the functions of the Collector 
under this Act. So, Sir. the Collector may be a Sub-Kegistrar, or the 
Collector may* be a Sub-I)eput\ Magistrate, but invariably the 
Collector will be the Circle Officers and Special Officers appointed under 
the Debt Settlement Act. The people in the union hoard ureas huve 
been accustomed to elections and election in the villages is going on 
for a very pretty long time. We have found that members elected by 
the union hoards are responsible to the people, and if as a matter of 
fact, the members of the Cnion Jute Committee he elected by the 
people of the locality then they would be hound to he responsible to 
them, but, Sir, in case of members appointed by Government, to the 
union hoards, we have found that they do not care for the interqpts of 
the people of the locality. They pander to the wishes and whims of 
the Circle Officers who, in fact, appoint them. If therefore members 
of the L^nion Jute Committee he appointed by Circle Officers, I am 
quite sui*e that they will not look to the interests of the jute-growers 
of the locality but would try to please the Circle Officers* their appoint- 
ing officers. Those who live in the mufassil know that members tit 
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the union boards as well as members of the Debt Settlement Boards 
especially those wflo are elected by the people, are better sort of people' 
than those appointed by Governing to the Debt Settlement Boards. 
It is useless to conceal that. It is a matter of great shame and we 
ought to hang down our heads in shame, because members appointed 
by Government to the Debt Settlement Boards have been found to be 
corrupt and as a matter of fact if the Union Jute Committee be 
appointed by Government, then I am quite sure that they also would be 
found to be corrupt. It has been contended by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the functions of the Union Jute Committee 
will not be many or heavy. If we look at the Bill itself we shall find, 
as a matter of fact, that the functions of the committee are not limited 
but are wide and unlimited, because they would have to determine on 
what lines jute should l>e grown. They are to be the determining body, 
although the Act provides for an appeal. But the fact is that it is the 
Union Jute Committee that will have to initiate and determine the 
lines on which jute can be and will be grown. If, as a matter of fact, 
we look to the Bill itself it cannot therefore be contended that the 
powers of this committee will be limited. As a matter of fact they are 
quite wide. So 1 wish, and as, as a matter of fact, the members of the 
Coalition Group also wanted, that these members should be elected 
by the jute-growers themselves, can you, Mr. Speaker, conceive that 
the jute-growers in electing members to the Union Jute Committee 
will not l>e the best men to the committee when they find that the 
persons whom they elect will be responsible to them and will discharge 
their duty to the satisfaction of their own constituency? But the 
persons who will l>e appointed by Government will not be responsible to 
the people, they will not try to look to the interests of the jute-growers 
but will rather pander to the wishes and whims of the Circle Officers. 
The Circle Officers will come to their locality and will, as a matter of 
fact direct them to act according to their instructions; it is also 
useless to disguise the fact that these appointments will have a politi- 
cal complexion, and as a matter of fact the persons who belong to the 
Coalition Group or to any other Ministerial Group, for instance to the 
Muslim League, if I say so, Mr. Speaker, will be appointed, and no 
person belonging to any other political party will have any chance. 
Therefore, Sir, as this matter is one which vitally affects the interests 
of Bengal, and especially of the jute-growers in the Eastern Bengal 
districts, I submit that members should l>e appointed to these com- 
mittees irrespective of party labels. Therefore, I oppose the motion 
of the Hon’ble Miuister and support the Select Committee’s recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: mft* Speaker mm, 4 

fro fact fro** Stay nrr* afrr mm fro* to =nri era r jnfr w? 

* r 
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afaf?f? Ttca? s*r?r n*ret stc?? ?$;Mre >s*t?t w to! *rs? * ww* 
tofare? ( H^reisre re«nc? fa t<UaT*re? i5T C?<KI? f'Hm ^UHln ?rt ^FHS^T 
art ws *Mfr? toTtirfa tofa-ro wW> «tra« TOifaro to ?rt) to rert 
ctrcafaca? re ?fa toIcf? to? rere afato? to *fafi> fcsrcnrt ?? to Vrt faran 
hmc*< H;?rwr rerree rexes arrei «rrfK af>x fat?? reacs rec?fa Finlow 
Committee Report a TOIR S^¥ ?S ?TO? RTretire? ?fa 

art-role?? c$s? r®fRF sxc?? srfsf?fa art-ro f??reca? esrtx to sret art-ro 

T??t*flC CSTCS nTC?l a?t <S'VM Enquiry ?W5? Report a« to 
at to sirre re art-ro fasfaro rexes' care re Committee ato to st 
v u5-bK*kH$. ifbfafa? rer?rt ? , s?x 5Tt>^ i fa*>3 ?a? art-ro T??*aa tre Snrtifa© 
to cro sa? tot to re astoert? toreto to sr^ttc? re?? tos faro t?rerre? 
TO?$ reiCS" TO to ret-STC? TOT nomination a? to? fare at Committee 
^farres f?c$*e?? $?i?\s rexes' srtre? i at ?c?x??c?? srex? «u??t c?acs art 
Municipality, Local Board a?t Union Boar<l area? care fawUto 

*R — 

A member of Coalition Party: ctor?r srcsxrert ar?Ta rem 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: jHtot «tt?ra ert? ?x TOt ?$? 

s*ttot sroxroca? at3fafw?1? care ?? a-TO ?ar rers arc?i tot to sTOt 
G overnment Officer TO TOrt CWCW TO?, STOXTOCa? ar*a dfTO 

fata c?ti c*i<( a? HHre? cbrti «$!?? arex? ?rer?^rre H s \j[rt ?xacs 

?tcs a?: nomination frx to rryr rexe? ?x to i to a^rtx fafa? cros 

ax$?r to a? xw to? to? to to^Tro re:? to stor acre care ^'tW 

affa HchhTo 5^ i a?T? WfCTOi? Central Jute Committee CS 

re to? tor?? rerore? tot a*rtr ?fatore?^ ?rt i tor?? to tott re?x? 
wJi i to?t ?jrfa? ctre tax? sto? ffa?r artofai ?:?t??c? cto to— 
recTC?* trSa ^rTO-trorel a^ arerea^t? rer? wi tot? 1 s to? ?ti a* nnL&Tre? 
^a? toto nretor free?? fl??-??^ fto toi to?t rel?? cirvrref? a to a? 
?fas ?t afto?; «r;ot crec? a arer*? aa5x Bill TOca? rert faare 
TOtol ^rei? ®t? fare? faesre? torIs ?tt1w? Sn? i 

TO 2T*? Sc^ at TOT?*T5 <^tc w ? 'TOT C’ommitu^e «(&?? 
IJrerer fa? Select Committee C5 nominated ?Tfa? rePST (Committee 
afre?? <t<Hf rere ?:?? e?it a?ro <xsjt rexc?fTa i ®re*rr axfa ret Select 

Committee* ? memtier faari CSTO? **fT ?a?T? «lfrex? TOT? C?t' 

af5X fat?? a<lCH $Cire ^?X rere axe? I at f?re? Select Committee ce 

to TOfaa re ^«&8o to election rexes air? ?r «tea? ret ?to 
♦ 

Ht?H?C?? *?T?r Committee to TO TO fa*S TOTO C? Committee 
ato to erex 5 rtot?to atoxtTO? to i «ptoto artTOto? sf otocm 
rerun fare isn awtoto a?? fa re cro ?to ait? ?r re rntr afaf?to wre 
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ctoi *Ftra*ra f TO| OTn *c«r w *ifcni 

CRT Committee teSTCft OT OTCS *l*$Vj **T3 Wtl CTt 

PttR TOC stffl W •flfr-oU'knit *1*14^ C*TC? 5TTO WWK $KfCI 

4RRI *?7U «CT* a* W *CT^R SW STS fSS SRTO STOW C*tCf 

or csrs 4 hk>ia crtJT ^rs *n^-5Ti fss*3*T 5 hT^ stts sittf stws bisls 

e(dV* SRHCR $Kf$ *R <3$ «CT*TCTTO STO *MHI< ftCTO 1 

<u 

The Hobble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I shall be very 
brief in my reply 4 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have something to say and, 
therefore, I would like to he allowed to speak on the subject. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I also want to speak. 
If you cannot allow uh to speak just now, would you give us some 
time after the Iion'ble Minister has spoken? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry. The Leader of that section spoke 
first, and then Mr. Biswas wanted to stand, but he did not. I did 
not see any other member rising. Therefore, I have called the 
Hon’ble Minister. It is no use now. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: 1 strong y urge upon the Speaker 
to allow me to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to know at what time you want to close — 
at 7 p.m. ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I suggest 7-30 p.m ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I hope you will be reasonable. I had no list 
of speakers before me and I did not sec anybody rising in his seat. 
Personally in fairness to every one, as the Labour view has not been 
represented, I shall allow Mr. Banerjee. 

Mr. SYE® JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : May I submit that you 
may kindly allow fifteen minutes to this sidf and fifteen minutes to 
the cfther side? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry. I cannot do that. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEp: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this provision is 
really the acid test that could be applied to the intentions of Govern- 
ment. From the very beginning we have been apprehensive that 
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thte-real intentions of Government are not what thej have announced. 
It is not really regulation and giving better price to the growers of 
jute, but only to satisfy the European members that something is being 
done. A show of regulation and restriction ami giving better price to the 
cultivators has been staged in this House. This provision of appoint- 
ing Union Jute Committees, shows that the Government’s intentions 
are to utilize fully this Bill to further strengthen their position as has 
been very clearly exposed by my friend Mr. l)utta. 1 do not know, 
I w r as just feeling, whether to congratulate the Minister or to condemn 
him, because I can tell this House that the talk of civil disobedience 
is already in the air. If the Government persist in this measure, it 
will come in very handy for those who want to start civil disobedience, 
and even those persons who are not so inclined themselves will take 
the initiative and spontaneously civil disobedience will start on this 
issue alone. So J would like to warn the Government not to go 
headlong with this measure, and even now would ask them to with- 
draw the proposal they have made. 

» 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sii, for some time past 
I have been cultivating the habit of avoiding controversy in this 
House. But to-day of all days the Iloii’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has 
compelled me to go against my own principle. Sir, it is amusing 
firstly, secondly it is surprising and thirdly it is disappointing, that 
of all persons the Hon’hle Mr. Tamizuddin Khan should suggest such 
an absurd committee for the benefit of the jute-growers of Bengal. 
Not very long ago this Mr. Tamizuddin Khan — now the Hon’ble Mr. 
Tamizuddin Khan — witlh his usual eloquence opposed this system of 
appointment in local l»odies. I do not understand what has happened 
in the meantime that he has changed colour and has suggested that 
a committee consisting of seven members having a clear majority 
including the District Magistrate should be appointed for the benefit 
of the jute-growers of Bengal. Sir, I should appeal to the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan to be a businessman. Either let him say 
straight that the Collector of the district should he the sole 
representative, the sole agent of the cultivators of the district — of the 
whole province of Bengal, or let him frame a real representative 
committee. Sir, we have got very bitter experience of these com- 
mittees appointed by the Collector. It has been mentioned by some 
of our friends that the members of Debt Settlement Boards, appointed 
by Collectors, are not ctoing proper work. I can say, Sir, from my 
personal experience that in my part of the district, members of the 
Debt Settlement Board appointed by the Government are an absolute- 
ly dishoivest set of people (cries of “hear,” "hear M from the Opposi- 
tion Benches). With regard to the young civilians who are now at 
the helm of the administration of districts, Sir, all I can say is that they 
have got no initiative, no idea and no brain at 411. They follow 
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certain routine (Julies and these young civilians are going to be the 
guardians of the cultivators— the jute-growers of Bengal! Not only 
this sidy of the House, but I am absolutely sure that the members 
on the other side of the House also have no faith in these young 
I.C.S. people. We resent and very strongly resent this state of 
things. If a committee is to be appointed it should be a properly 
representative committee It is absurd to suggest that these persons 
should he appointed by the Collector and they should suggest ways 
and means for the improvement of jute cultivation in Bengal. If 
that, is so, what these young civilians had been doing so long? If 
they had been of any use for these cultivators, they could so long 
have done good work, better work, tor the improvement of jute 
cultivation in Bengal. Sir, I will finish after giving one more 
instance. I ask the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan to pause and 
consider what the young persons, who have been recently appointed 
to take census of the jute-growing lands of Bengal, have done. Have 
they taken correct measurements of the lands? Have they sub- 
mitted correct reports to Government? Sir, from my experience, I 
can say that even the reports that were given by ehowkidars of union 
boards were far better than the reports submitted by these young 
persons who have been recently appointed by Government and I am 
afraid, 7 lakhs of rupees has been mis-spent for this purpose. In my 
part of the subdivision, I can say definitely that not a single man had 
any occasion to go to any village. They sat and sat tightly in the 
subdivisional town and by exercising their strong imagination, they 
collected figures from the reports of Circle Officers and other people 
and on the basis of these figures, Government are going to regulate 
the growing of jute in Bengal. 

Sir, with regard to members to he appointed by Government, the 
members of this House may remember that the Hon’ble«Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan on one occasion opposed this system of appointment by Govern- 
ment, and, I am sure, good sense will prevail in him to-day. I am 
also sure that by accepting office, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has not lost 
bis sense of fairness and justice to himself and to the cultivators of 
Bengal. He would, 1 hope, have courage, though in office now, 
though surrounded by people of different temperaments and different 
complexions, to rise to the occasion and I hope, in his reply be will 
suggest the withdrawal of this clause. (Cries of “hear”, “hear” from 
the Opposition Benches.) I appeal to hin^ once more to withdraw 
this*clause. In the past he was a friend of the poor and it is 
proverbial that Mr. Tamizuddin Khan was a real friend of the poor, 
a friend of the cultivators. If the serious poison of office has for 
the time being affected his brain, I know, he is a man who*yill stand 
up for the cause of the poor cultivators as he has got oourage of con- 
viction. I am perfectly oertain that in spite of the decision of the 
Cabinet, he will to-day show courage and withdraw his amendment 
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.and give full liberty to the jute-growers of Bengtil to choose their 
own representatives whose suggestions will lie the hna'i decision of the 
jute-growers of' Bengal. Sir, with these words, 1 oppose t^e motion 
moved by the Ilon’ble Mr 1 . Tatnizuddin Khan. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I am rather 

surprised at the eloquence ot mv honmnable friends in speaking on a 
simple motion like this. Tlie\ have all waxed eloquent on the met its 
of the* electix e ststem. But I think, there is some misapprehension 
and confusion ot thought as to where the elective system should 
appropriately be applied. (Vrtainlv we do not elect our executive 
officers, our District Magistrates, our Suhdit isiona'i Officers and all 
the other executive officers. They are never elected for the simple 
reason that they have to do certain executive functions. Here also. 
Sir, what will these committees do!" These committees will perforin 
some very simple executive functions. Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta 
said that they would not look to the interests ot the growers and 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee supplemented him by saving that Government 
will utilise these committees for further consolidating their position. 
Sir, these are statements incomprehensible to me. I was going to 
say' what will be the function id' these committees!' These com- 

mittees will simply allocate the plots to be sown upon by growers 
and according to what? The grower will have his record and if there 
is to be, say, a 4-annas reduction and if that grower grew on lft 
bighas in the previous year, the committee will allot 12 bighas to 
him. The Committee will have no discretion. Everything will be 
settled bv Government. What will be the extent of reduction or 
inflation in any particular year will be decided by Government and 
the committee will perform a mere mechanical duty. 


Ag ain , Sir,’ there is an appeal against the order of the Committee 
to the Collector and, therefore, I do not understand how these com- 
mittees can act against the interests of the jute-growers. Sir, I am 
not against the elective principle where elective principle is properly 
applicable and where it is piofitahle, but here why undergo all the 
expenses of preparing electoral rolls of the jute-growers of the con- 
stituency and then also probably divide the urea of the union hoards 
into several wards and allot a number of members to each ward and 
do all these things for what? For the election of persons who will 
probably sit for a short»time during a particular part of the yeat only 
for the purpose I have already stated. Sir, is it worth while to go 
through all the complicated procedure of an election and also to 
saddle tlje jute-growers themsffives with unnecessary expenditure? 

Because whatever money is spent throughout the length and 
breadth of Bengal for arranging these elections will ultimately com* 
out of the pocket of the cultivators 
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Mr. 8ABANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of information^ 
8ir. Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain why these functions 
cannot bf done by the existing union boards? 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am surprised to see that 

my friend never thought of tabling a motion like that. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Go vernment in its wisdom could 
have done that. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khan: It does occur to him off- 

hand just now. That itself shows the value of his suggestion. But 
I should like to say this, Sir, that if I am talking to members who 
have some experience of rural Bengal, not to members who live only 
in cities and know nothing about the state of affairs prevailing in rural 
Bengal, those who know all the conditions prevailing in rural Bengal 
very well know that the elections to union boards sometimes end in 
failure and very often the budget meetings of union boards fail for 
want of quorum and then Government or the Circle Officers have to 
interfere. They should also know that this duty of allocating the 
plots will have to be done within a short time. Very often when 
the sowing season is coming there may he occasions when everything 
will have to be done within a few days. Supposing the union board’s 
own house is out of order at that time. At that time everything will 
end in failure if this duty is entrusted to the union boards. There are 
so many other things 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: «nfa toTtoto* 
SfaCSfl Cl, Tsfl fa lfaC5 FR Cl, t’T’OM 31RTTTC1 Committee form 
ftCE Clt Committee FTCTtCS itci IT? 

Tht Hon* bit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to submit, Sir, 
that i! an election could be arrauged it is quite possible that the 
committee wili also be able to do the function t quite as well, but I have 
already pointed out that it is absolutely unnecessary to undergo all 
that trouble and expense. \)lr. Sasanka Skkhar Sasyal : A 
most unconvincing reply.) Yes, no reply from this side will ever 
oonvinoe that side, I am sure of that, because I cannot stopply my 
friends with reason. 

* 

^ (At this stage there was great uproar from Opposition Benehes.) 
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• Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid it is becoming to§ much. There it 
a limit to everything. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I oak 
my friend very humbly to reply why this paraphernalia of so many 
Ministers. One Minister could have done everything. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think Aut is wholly irrelevant. 

• 

The Hoit’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have only one word 
more to say. These committees will never he deliberative bodies. 
They will pass no laws; they will come to no important decisions; 
nothing of the kind. They will only perform certain very simple 
mechanical duties. Then, Sir, my last word to the House is this. 
Let this motion stand as it is. It m actual working it is found that 
there is any serious defect, the whole thing may he amended by a 
short amending Act later on. I would, therefore, submit that this 
amendment should he accepted b\ the House. 

The motion of the llon’ble Mi. Tamizuddin Khan that in clause (>, 
for suWlauses {'J) to <<S'i. the following be substituted, namely:-- 

Kacli Committee shall consist ot a Chan man and not more 
than >i\ other membcis, ot whom three shall la* growers of 
jute within the area of the jurisdiction of the Committee. 

<.j) The Chainnan and othei menihvi* ot the Committee shajl he 
appointed by the Collet tm <u h\ such servant of the Crown 
other than a Polire-oftirei as ma\ he authorized bv the 
Collectoi b\ general oi speeml oidci in this behalf. 

{ 4 \ The (Committee shall Ih» suhjert to the lotitiol and supervision 
of the Colleitoi and of an\ servant of the Crown authorized 
by the Collertoi by general of special order in this behalf. 

0) The Collector max. at any time and for reasons to lie recorded 
by him in wiiting, dissolve a Committee, and may there- 
upon either cause a fresh Committee to )>e appointed or may, 
subject to the rules, authorize anv seivant of the Crown 
other than a Pol ice-office t to perform all or any of the func- 
tions of the Committee. 

( 6 ) The Collector may, at any time and for reasons to be recorded 
by him in writing, cancel the appointment of the Chairman 
or any other member of the Committee, and shall thereupon 
cause to be appointed a fresh Chainnan or a fresh member 
as the rase may be.”; * 


8 
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and that sub-clause ( 9 ) and ( 10 ) be renumbered as sub-clauses (7) -and 
(<5f), was ^hen put, and a division taken with the following result: — - 

AYES — 108. 


Akiui Asti, J. 

Mill M»m, Mr. Mint. 

Akial Nairn m, Mr. 

Akin! Hakim, Maalvl. 

Akial Hakim Vlkramparl, Maalvl Mi. 

Akial Kaitr, Mr. (alia* Lai Mask). 

Alial Latlf Ritwaa, Mavlvi. 

Akiul Majid, Mr. iyai. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMalla-AI Mafcmtad, Mr. 

AMar Rakman, Khan Rakaiar A.F.M. 

AM ar Rakmaa Hi did, Mr. 

AMar Ratckli MakmaM, Mr. 

AMar Raakati, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiar Rauf, Kkaa «aklk Mavlvi I. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa Rakaiar ftkafc. 

Akiar Rauak, Maalvl. 

AMai Ikakaai, Maahrl Mi. 

AkMar Rtta Ckaaikary, Kkaa Rakaiar Mavlvi. 
Akal Mauala Akmti, Mr. 

Akal Qaatam, Maalvl. 

Akmai All Caayatpuri, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
Afcmai All Mrlika, Maalvl. 

Akmai Maaala, Mr. 

Amlnadak, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvl Mi. 

Aakrafall, Mr. M. 

Aelai Haw ala Kkaa, Maalvl. 

Aakar All, Maalvl. 

Rairaiivja, Mr. byti. 

Rirkmyrt, Hr Haary, Rart. 
drawn, Mr. A. 0. 

Clark, I. A. 

Oaa, Mr. Aeakal Okaaira. 

Das, Ral laklk Kirtt Rkaaaa. 

Daa, taka Dakaaira Nalk. 
filar, Mr. Upaairanath. 

Farfcai Rata Ckavrikary, Mr. M. 

Farfcat Raaa Kkaaam, Raiam. 

Fatlal Hat, IN Han'klt Mr. A. K. 
fallal Qaailr, Kkaa Rakaiar Mavlvi. 

F talar Rakmaa, Mr.(Daaca). 
f aalar Rakmaa, Mr. ( My m aaalatk). 

8 a mat, Mr. I . A. 

RriMtka, Mr. 0. 

Rarung.Mr. Damk ar Singh. 

Haklk tilth, tka Han'klt Haarak Rakaiar K., at Data a 
Haizvdila Qkaaikarl, Maalvl. 

HamMatfila Afcmai, Kkaa laMk. 

Haaaaattamaa, Mavlvi Mi. 

Haakam AH Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

HaMmalty iaaaaiar, Kkaa laMk Maalvl. 

Mawfctnt*, Mr. R.d. 

Haywaad, Mr. Ragtr*. 

Haary, Mr. Davti. 


Hirtsil, Mr. M. A. f . 

lirit Akmti Mia, Mavlvi. 

ialalaiiia Ah mat, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvl. 

daiimaiiin Akmti, Mr. 

Mkiruiiin Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maatvi. 

Kaxtm All Mina, takiktaia Kamaaiak tyai. 
Ktnatiy, Mr. I. 8. 

Maflzuddia Akmti, Dr. 

MaRtaiiin Akmti, Maalvl. 

Malzvidin Ckaaikary, Maalvl. 

Magairt, L. T. 

Maktak addin Akmti, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalvi. 
Manial, Mr. Ranka Rtkari. 

Manial, Mr.dagat Chandra. 

Marlniin, Mr. F.4. 

Milti, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mtkammtd All, Kkan Rakaiar. 

Maktln All, Mr. Md. 

Margan, Mr. 8., C I.E. 

Mazammtl Hat, Mavlvi Mi. 

Mukammad Ikrakim, Maalvl. 

Mabammai I tat at, Maalvi. 

Mvkammad Iwall, Mavlvi. 

Muhammad laiaiman. Kkan laklk Mavlvi. 
Mulllck, Ika Htn'klt Mr. Makanda Rtkary. 

Maliick, Mr. Palin Rtkary. 

Mutfcarruff H attain, Ikt Han'klt Naarak, Khan. 
Rakaiar. 

Maitagawtal Hagut, Mr. Syti. 

Naniy, ika Han'klt Makara|a Irlachanira, at 
Cattlmkazar. 

Nataralltk, Nawakzaia K. 

Nazimuddin, tka Han'klt Kkwaja llr, K.O.I.E. 
Raikat, Ikt Han'klt Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Ray. tka Han'klt Hr, Rijay Praaai lingb. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
tabaka Alam, Mr. lyai. 

•aiaraiita Akmti, Mr. 
laiirviiln Akmai, Haji. 
lalim, Mr. C. A. 
lanaaHak, Al Ha] Maufana Dr. 
tartar, Data Maikatvdan. 

•arajat Itlam, Mr. 

•kakak addin, Mr. Kkwaja, O.R.I. 

•kamtadiln Akmti, Kfcanikar, Mr. 

•trdar, Raka Lltta Mania. 

•mitt, Mr. H. Rrakaal. 

Stark, Mr. A. f. 

•It van, Mr. 4. W. R. 

•akrtnariy, tka Han'klt Mr. M. I. 

Tamiaaidin Kkan, tka Han'Mt Mr. 

Ttdai Akmai Ckaaikary. Maalvi Ha|i. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaaf AH Ckaaikary, Mr. 


MOEt-tt. 


Akial i ak knr Patwaa, Mr. Mi. 
AkMri Wakai, Rttatvt 
Ak8 M mania Rarkar, M a a tvL 
Ayi fait, Mr. Mi. 


Akmai Kkaa, Mr. tyai. 
A M m a iMa Akmai, m. 
RaaarR. Mr. P. 

Raaarfaa, Mr, Pmmatka Ratk. 
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VamtJm, Mr. Illutl. 

OhMrjM, Or. lino Okaain. 

•arm. laki Prtmterl. 
larauw, Bala IkytM Pmai 
Barman, Bala UywBr* Nath, 
tata, Mr. lutatl Knmar. 

Bfeawmih, Dr. BaMaO Cb«»Bri. 

■Jaaraa, Bakn Lakakml Rarayaa. 

Blaavma. Mr. Raiik Ul. 

•lawat, Mr. taraaira Nath. * 

Chakra karty, Bala NaranBra Narayaa. 
CbattayaBhyay, Mr. Mariya**- 
CbaaBhari, Rai HaraaBra Nath. 

Dai, Bah« Mahim ChanBra. 

Dai, tabu RaBhaaath. 

Dai, Mr. Monmoban. 

Dai BapU, ftaha KhiftaBra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. DhiranBra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. HaranBra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Sakamar. 

Datta MaiumBar, Mr. NiharanBa. 

CmBaBai Hi'M, Kati. 

Cham, Mr. Atal Kriihaa. 

■iaiaBBia AhmaB, Mr. 

Naiaa Ali CbawBhary, Mr. ByaB. 

JalataBBia Haihamy, Mr. ByaB. 

Bataa.Mr. l.D. 

Baaab Ali Ma|amBar, Maalvi. 

Tin* Axes bein^ ION am) the 


Khan, Mr. Ba h a a Bra LAN. 

KanBa, Hr. Niahitha Nath. 

Haiti, Mr Nlkaaja Miri. 

Maftra, Mr. I a ran Bra Maha«. 

Maji, Mr. ABwatta Kamar. 

Mai. Mr. laarar Chan Bra. 

MaaBal, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

MaaBal. Mr.BofanBra Nath. 
Manimnaman litamabaBi, Maaiana MB. 
Machal Haiain, Mr. 

Mahharji, Or. Bharat ChanBra. 

Maiiich, Brljut Aihataih. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham ChanBra. 

Naaahar, Ali, Mr. ByaB. 

Paia. Mr. iaraBa Prasannt. 

Pramanik. Mr. Tarinlcharan. 
RamiiaBBin AhmaB, Mr. 

Ray OhaaBhary, Mr. ■irandra Kiahara. 
Ray, Mr. Chara ChanBra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiihari Pati. 

Ray Mr. Manmatba Nath. 

Banyal, Or.Nalinakiha. 
lanyaL Mr. Baianka Bahhar. 
j Ban, Mr. Atal ChanBra. 

I ShamaaBdin AhmaB, Mr. M. 

| Binha, Bri jut MaainBra thaaan. 

Bar, Mr. HaranBra Kamar. 

| Waiiar Rahman, Maalvi. 


Noes 0*>, the motion wuh carried. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That means that all amendments after No. 77 
up to No. l'Jo full through; piaoticulh tin* House bus rallied sub-eliiuseB 
if/) ami \ Vh of clause 0. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir. then* is amendment No. 126 
standing in my name I want to move it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Hut till* difheulU is that the lanjjuajfe of the 
previous amendment means that sub-eluuses if/) and i/Oi are renumber- 
ed as sub-clauses ( 7 ) and < S'y. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sn, tbo**** nub-clauses are 
outside the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER • 1 see; these -ub-eluuses eauuot be said to f>e 

earried. Only the uumligfrs are changed, Anyway I will stretch a 
point. Yes, Mi. Hanna, you can nioxe \oui amemlmeut. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that clause it <!/} 
W omitted*. 

Sir, this clause provides that in*any area if u Union .lute Com* 
mittee lyis not been formed then the Provineial Government ■ht[1 



116 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[27th Feb., 


appoint any servurA of the Crown other than a police officer to perfdrin. 
the functions of such a committee. But, Sir, I do not know why a 
Union Committee should not he formed in any area. If this 

clause remains then Government will not care to form a Union Jute 
Committee in any area. So I hope that this clause should be omitted 
and f think that in every area a Union Jute Committee should be form- 
ed, and it should not be left to the discretion of Government whether 
a Jute Committee should be formed or not in any special area. 

I also be# to move that in clause 6(7), line d, after tht^ word 
“prescribed" the words “by lules made with the approval of the 
Legislature" be added. 

Sir, the powei should not be given to Government to frame rules 
abosolutely and it is desirable that rules should be made with the 
approval of the Legislature. Unfettered power should not be given to 
the Unhinet of the Government to make rules. The less is the power 
given to them the better. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think, Sir. amend- 
ment No. 120 of Mr. Uharu Chandra Roj is not in order because the 
committee is no longer going to be ((instituted under sub-clause ( 4 ) of 
clause G. 

Mr* 8PEAKER : But there should be some clause about the tenure 
of the members. 

Perhaps it will he better if the amendment weie woided in this 
way, namely, that the committee constituted under this section shall 
continue for 4 years fiom tin* time of its fir*t sitting. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: All light. Sit .1 -‘hall move 
accordingly. 

I beg in move that after clause t the following new suh-claUM* 
lie added, namely: — 

4 • ( / / > The committee (‘(instituted under litis section shall subject 
to the provision* of sub-sections [ 4 ) . (<m and Cm continue for 4 years 
from the time of their firM fitting 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir,^ I support Mr. Piemhari 
Banna’s amendment No. 12G, but oppose his motion No. 128. I also 
support Mr. Cham Chandra Roy’s amendment No. 129. 

Sir, in supporting amendment No. 12G of Mr. Burma, I would 
like to draw the attention of the Bon Tile Minister to the difficuhiea which 
one person will have to face in discharging the duties and responsibilities 
which under this Act shall have been imposed upon a Union Jute Com- 
riiittee. Sir, the task that will be given to a Union Jute Committee 
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is 'a* stupendous one, because in any area which shall |be the jurisdiction 
of a committee there would be thousands and thousands | of jute- 
growers, and thousands and thousands of jute-growers will ^uve their 
records placed before the allocating authority and that allocating 
authority will have to look into all the records. Besides, if Govern- 
ment further directs that the cultivation of jute in any particular area 
shall be restricted or increased, then it will be a very big task for such 
committee to perform. While that is so, it will be an impossible task 
for on% man to do all the things that will be ijuite hen\\ foi a com- 
mittee to do. So 1 suggest. Sir, that Government, before nnangiug 
for allocation of the (juntas should sec that even unit of area constituted 
for that purpose gets a committee. Cnless this is done, l am afraid 
that the regulation that is intended to be done under this Act will not 
be possible in the area wheie no committee will be burned. Secondly, 
Sir, in supposing amendment No. KM I I press for a time-limit — 

Mf. 8PEAKER : Mr. Biswas, I think No is not in older, 
because there is no time-limit. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Si., there should be a time- 
limit — 


Mr. 8PEAKER : I <,uite undei stand \oui |H»int. but the difficulty 
is that Government, and the House Ims already, at the instance of 
Government, a< cepted the \ lew that the Collector at any time may 
dissolve a committee. 

Mr* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Apparently, Sir, that power 
is given to the Collector to exercise in eincigeucy eases. What w r e 
want to emphasise is this: that we do not expect the Collector to exer- 
cise that power of dissolving u committee in ordinals cite ^instances. 
Only in cases where the Collector finds that the committee jh not func- 
tioning properly that he shall interfere. 


Mr* 8PEAKER: Even within 4 days}' 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Yes, Si*, even within 4 days 

» 

Mr* SPEAKER: But this d raft as amended shows that the com- 
mittees will continue even if they misuse their power. That is the 
defect of ( amendment No. 129, and I think therefore that the amend- 
ment may be worded as follows : The Committee constituted under 
this section shall, subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (4). (-T) and 
(6), continue for 4 years from the date of their first sitting. 
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Mr. 8URENDHA NATH BISWAS: Then, Sir, if you will kindly, 
allow me fo move with the consent of Mr. Roy an amendment on those 
lines I caA move one. Then I be# to move that after clause 6(/ft) the 
following new sub-clause be added, namely, the committee constituted 
under this section shall, subject to the provisions of sub-sections ( 4 », 
(tf) and (tf), continue for 4 years from the date of their first sitting. 
Our contention is that there should he # a time-limit to the life of the 
committee. Suppose the Collector does not dissolve a committee. Are 
we to take it in that case that the committee will go on functioning for 
years and years}' Sir, I have already warned the Hon’ble Minister, 
such committees will not be acceptable to t lie jute-growers, because I 
know it for a fact that the jute-growers want the committee to be 
elected by themselves. Although my warning has not been heeded to, 
I would now urge that a time-limit should he placed on the committee’s 
term of office. Because thereby the jute-growers may be given some 
protection against the activities of a particular committee. Sir, in nil 
laws relating to local Iwxlies we find that theie is a provision foi a time- 
limit. So I do not see any leason wh\ (internment should not impose 
any time-limit upon such committees. I want to stress the importance 
of the funetions of these committees. Although the llou'ble Mr. Tamisc- 
uddin Khan has minimised the extent of tin* powers ot -an h committees 
it appears to me that their powers aie \en wide, because allot ation is 
not a small matter. A jute-ginwer may have ten plots of land on 
which he grew jute in a previous \ear, but in a particular year if his 
cultivation is restiicted by, **a\. 2’> per cent then the allocation will 
he restricted and the choice of the plots of land will be decided b\ the 
allocating laxly. 1 also submit, Sn, that the committee will also lie 
a reporting authority. The\ will have the power to report that so and 
so jute-grower has broken so ami so law and that so and so jute-grower 
has produced jute in an area in excess of that allotted to him. That 
would he the function ot t lit* committee if 1 have understood its tunction 
aright. When the powers ot u committee are so great, I submit that 
Government should see its way to fix a time-limit for the life of the 
committee. Besides, it is not a new thing. As I have alieudx stated the 
life of all local bodies bus got a time-limit. From all points of view 
I submit that these committees aUo should have a time-limit to their 
term of office. 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: . Sir. so tar as amendment 
No. 12(5 is concerned I understand the difficulty of both of mv 
honourable friends Mr. Prelum Banna and Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas 
in appreciating the Government projiosal, liecuuse l>oth of them come 
from two very heavy jute-growing districts and, therefore, Me. Biswas 
thinks that it will be impossible for one man to discharge such heavy 
duties. That is so. But my friends forget that there are areas, 
particularly in Western Bengal, in which there is very Hftlo jute. 
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In large areas you will find only patches of jute hire and there. In 
those areas it will be absolutely unnecessary to set up com mj tees. In 
those places it may be necessary to include the areas usually included 
in several union boards into one compact area and appoint one officer 
for such an area. One officer will be easily able to manage the duties 
in Buch an area and it is the intention of Government to appoint officers 
in place of committees in case:* like that. Some other cases may 
present themselves where officers may have to be appointed instead of 
committees. Therefore. I think that in this view amendment No. 12t> 
will not be pressed. If it is pressed we shall oppose it. 

As regards amendment No. 128, I t Link that my triend Mr. Biswas 
himself has opposed it. Sir, this is seldom done. It is not at all 
necessary to go through the complicated procedure of having the rules 
approved by both the Houses of the legislature here. Therefore, 1 
oppose that amendment. 

As regards amendment No. 129, Sir, I cannot accept it as it stands 
But if \ou can find your way to leave it to be decided to-nmrrow I shall 
be obliged. In the meantime. I shall try to put up an alternative 
draft. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: If the Hon’ble Minister accepts 
the principle of my amendment. I may request him to mention in his 
alternative diaft les> time than four years. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Three years? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Two years or anything like that. 

The motion of Babu Premium Burma that clause f \(U) he omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Balm Premium Banna that in clause i, line *1, 
after the word “preMi ihed“ the words “bv iules made with the approval 
of the Legislature*' he added, was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far us amendment No. 129 is eoneerned that 
subject is left open, and probably we might have to add another clause. 


Clause 6 A . 

Mr. C. MORGAN. Sir, I beg to move that in clause (l\(2)(a) t in 
line 1> for the word* “enter and remain in“ the words “for tarrying out 
the purposes of this section enter” be substituted. 
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Tin HOft’blft Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, ho far as tKi& 
amendment is concerned, the idea is acceptable to us. But I have to 
make the^same request as I did in the case of the other amendment 
that I would require time to put up an alternative draft. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause (iA is left over for the present. 


Clause 6H. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that for clause fiB(/), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(ill. (/) The Provincial Government shall constitute an Advisory 
Board which shall consist of — 

(a) the Minister in chuige of Agriculture, and 

(h) eight membeis appointed by the Provincial Government 
according to rules framed by the same authority for the 
purpose and the Ministei m chaige of Agriculture shall be 
the Chairman of the Advisory Hoard.” 

Sir, my amendment is intended only to make the constitution ot the 
Advisory Board both simple and effective. I ha\e no doubt about it 
that if the Provincial Government is given the discretion to frame 
the rules, it will see to it that all the lelevant mteiests aie adequately 
represented in the Board. It is unnecessary and onl\ cumbrous to 
provide for the representation of such interest in the Act itself. It is 
again, Sir, only tit and proper that the Advisory Bourd should not only 
include the Minister in charge of Agriculture but should also la* 
presided over by him. It is unlikely that this Boaid would meet too 
frequently for the Minister to find time to guide its deliberations. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that for para- 
graph (c) of sub-clause i/> of clause f>B, the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

*\c) Nine members to W elected by the membeis of the Bengal 
Ijegialutive Assembly and two members to la* elected by the members of 
the ^Bengal Legislative Council, by the method of single transferable 
vote, to represent the jute-growers und the workers in the jute mills of 
Bengal.*’ 

to 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 6B(/)t«b 
line 2, after the wort! “Government” the words “who shall be an ofliemT* 
ba inserted. * ? 
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. ' Sir, I beg also to move that for paragraph (b) o% clause 0B( /), the 
following be substituted, namely : — 

‘‘(b) Four members appointed by the Provincial Go » n si uinu to 
represent respectively the manufacturers, pucca balers, hutch# balera 
and shippers of jute in Bengal, and.'* 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
line 1, for the word “three” the word “one” be substituted. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 beg to mow that for clause 
6B( l)(c), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(c) Ten members, two from each division, elected b\ the members 
of the Bengal legislative Assembly, representing their ies|H*ctive 
di\ isions.” 

Sir I beg also to move that for clause 6B t />(«*), the following W 
substituted, namely: — 

“tr) Five members, one from each division, elected by the respec- 
tive members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly of each division.” 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI S Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
CB(/)(r> for the words “five members appointed by the Provincial 
Government to represent the gmwei** <»f jute in Bengal” the woids “five 
members — one from each division of the province- elected b\ the mem- 
bers of the Bengal Assembly from amongst themselves to represent the 

growlers of jute in Bengal” 1 h* substituted. 

* 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN* Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
GB(/)(rl, line 1, for the words “five mcinheis appointed by the 
Provincial Government” the wouh ‘‘seven members elected by the mem- 
bers of the Bengal Legislative Assembly “ be substituted. 


Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
line 1, for the words “appointed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment” the words “elected by Legislative Assembly by means of single 
transferable vote” l>e substituted. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
6B(2), in line 4, after the word “pTescribed” the words <r by rules made 
with the approval of the legislature” be inserted. 
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Mr. C. MORGANS Sir, I beg to move that after clause 6B(2), the. 
following jpew sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“( 3 ) D&e Advisory Board shall have such functions and powers to 
compel attendance of witnesses and production of documents as may 
be prescribed.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I request you to adjourn 
the House at this stage? 

< 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am glad, Dr. Sanyal, that you have reminded 
me of it just in time. 


Adjournment 


It being 740 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Wednesday, the 28th 
February, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act,' 1935 . 

The Assembly hum in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wed nee* 

day, the 28th February, 1940. at 4-45 p.m. 

* 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Hahudur M Azizri, Haui k, c.j.k.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 224 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Construction of a bridge over the river Mathabbanga at Chuadanga. 

•124. Maulvi AFTAB H088AIN JOARDAR: un Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the ('oinmunirations and Works Department 
aware of the construction of a bridge over the river Mathabbanga at 
( huadunga (district Nadia) which was opened hv His Excellency at 
JKrishnagar ? 

(//> If so, will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state what step* 
have been taken to expedite the mutter? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja 8ritchandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : [ am afraid that I do not understand the honourable 

member's reference to the opening of the bridge by His Excellency. 
The bridge when constructed will earn the Meherpur-Chuudangu Hoad 
over the Mathabbanga; survey work is now proceeding on the road 
project and I hope that construction will soon begin, but I am not in a 
position to sav when work on the bridge will W taken up. 


Construction of Jhenida-Magurs Rood in Jwsore. 

•«$. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: ui, Will the Hon’Me Minister 
in charge of the Communication* and Works Department la- pleased to 
state — 

<t) when has the const ruction of the Jhenida-Magura Jtoad in th« 
district of Jessnre Wen taken up under the Road Develop- 
ment Scheme; 
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(it) what is amount that has been spent till the end of 1989;. 
(tit) wlat has been the progress of works on that road; 

(tv) hf>w long will it take to finish the construction of the road; 

(r) what retards the progress of works of that road ; and 
(vi) what further amount will be necessary for the completion of 
the road? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the difficulties of the people 
of the locality — 

(i) for the delay in completing the construction; and 
( it ) for the absence of any diversion road tor communication? 

The Hon’ble Mtaharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (/) Work on the firM section (T ‘1 '8th miles) was begun by the 
Jessore District Board in 19-12, and the Communications and AVorks 
Department took over the project in 19-18. 

(ii) Its. 7, -‘17 lakhs. 

(iii) and (tr) The first section will be completed this year, and the 
second covering about 6A miles probably in 1941-42. In accordance 
with the recommendation of the Provincial Board of Communications, 
the Government of India have been recently asked to sanction the 
remaining portion of about 4A miles. 

(vi) The estimated cost of tin* whole project is K** 18.5 lakhs. 

(v) and (b) l appreciate the difficulties, and regret that there has 
been some delay, which was partly due to the fact that ‘fresh plans and 
estimates had to be prepared in order to provide for additional water- 
ways shown to be necessary by the floods of 19-14 and 1946. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: question a? m Sax? TOT 

st* 3T «nro c*ix?nr ** 0 * err? anUro tr to? q «ni o*t tnwi 
&T¥T CTOPT, m c*rx? c?rcx?? fa WJ STO'frr to CfTXS 

awe?? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA A ANDY, of Cossimbazar I 

I am afraid it is not possible to give any idea of time, as we have taken 
up ao many roads in other parts of the province. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: , 

Tsyi&YoB wxy cot? cirxict fa? 


at ?to$i to o??nr srt 
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• Tilt Hon’bit Maharaja SRIftCHANDRA NAN DM, of Ooaaimbazar: 

My reply to (Hi) and (ir» will show that we expert to |nish the 
second section very probably in 1041-42. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: First section? 

The Hon f ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Gossivnbazars 

Well, I refer again to my reply fo ( /// > and (trL 


Trade Union Constituencies Tribunal. 

*126. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA RAY: <<n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and I#abour Department he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Registrar of Trade Unions and the 
Assistant labour Commissioner attended the Trade Union Constituen- 
cies Tribunal on every day of sitting of the Tribunal? 

( b) In what rapacities did they attend? 

(<*) How many unions bad applied for recognition this year under 
sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph IS of Part IA of the Government of 
India (Provincial legislative Assemblies^ Order, 193f>? 

(d) The names of unions which received recognition under sub- 
paragraph (2)? 

(r* Whether it i** a fact that up to the 4th December. 1939. the 
Hon’ble Minister could not give any precise definition of harm fide 
Trade Unions in the Assembly? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR and 
FINANCE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): 

(a) No, they attended only three sittings. 

( 6 ) The Registrar attended those sittings of the Tribunal in which 
objections against recognition were heard tinder rules 4MA and 45 o£ 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Electoral Rules and the Assistant 
Labour Commissioner attended to assist the Registrar. 

(c) Sixty-one. 

{d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) The question is not understood. 


Statement refereed to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question 

No. 126. 

(1) Calcutta Corporation Engineering Workers’ Union, 36, Ismail 

Street, En tally. 

(2) Indian Quarter Masters’ Union, 21. Rajab Ali Lane. 
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(8) Calcutta Corporation Teachers’ Union, 3-IB, Amherst Street, 
Calcutta. 

(4) BenJLl Chauffeuis’ Union, 6, Old Post Office Street, Calcutta. 

(5) Calcutta Corporation Jamadars', Peons’ and Workers’ Association, 

District Engineer III, Corporation Building, Hogg Street, 
Calcutta. 

(0) All-Bengal Kickshaw Union, 571), •Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta. 

(7) Calcutta Biii Union, 571), Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta. 

(8) Calcutta Cliutta Karkhana Mazdoor Union, 170, Harrison Koad, 

Calcutta. 

(0) Calculi a Nruiuik Mondal, 1 70, Harrison Koad, (Calcutta. 

(10) The Oriental Gas Workers’ Union, 82, Narkeldanga North Road, 
Calcutta. 


(11) Press Employees’ Association, 2401), Bow bazar Street, Calcutta. 

(12) Kata Shoe Factory Workers’ Union, 220. Cornwallis Street, 
Calcutta. 

(10) Iron and Steel Workeis’ Union. Bengal. 27B, (Jnngndhar Balm 
lame, Calcutta. 

(14) Calcutta Dockers’ Union, 571), Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta. 

(15) Calcutta Coiporution Employees’ Association, Corporation Build- 

ing, Hogg Stieet, Calcutta. 

(10) Eastern Bengal Kail wax Employees’ Association, 102, Bowba/.ar 
Street, Calcutta. 

(1<) Bengal Saloon Workeis’ l nn>n, <>71), Chittaranjan Avenue, 
Calcutta. 

(18) lndiun Seamen’s Union, 0. Hastings Street, Calcutta. 

(10) Bengal Mariners’ Union (with which the CM. & W.U. is amal- 
gamated), 1, Durgudas Lane, Kidderjnire. 

(20) East Indian Bailway Workers' Union, 1, Kenderdine Lane, 

Calcutta * 

(21) Eastern Bengal Railway Workeis' Union, 27-B, (iangadhar Babu 

Lane, Calcutta. 

(22) Bengal- Nagpur Railway Indian Labour Union, Kharagpur. 

(23) Textile Workers’ Union, Kusthia, Nadia. 

(24) 4 Martin’s Light Railways Workers’ Union, 416, Bellilios Road, 

Howrah. 

(26) Howrah Chabikal Sramik Union, Bargachia, P. (). Howrah. 

(26) Rishra Serampore Jute Workers’ Union. Chaiupdany, P. O. 
Baidyabaii. 

C>7) Shamnagar Cotton Mills Workers’ Union, Garulia, 24-Par.ganai. 
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• Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hoil’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how many meetings were held in all* It is! stated in 
reply (a) that they attended only 3 meetings. J 

Th® Hon’ble Mfi H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY: The members of the 
Tribunal know that better than 1 do. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will ti e Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Registrar o{ Trade Vinous was 
entitled to raise any nbjeetion befote the Tribunal as regards the 
recognition of any unions 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, he was and he still 
is. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased in state whethei it is a fact that the Registrar of Trade Vnions 
and the Assistant Labour ( 'onnnissioner raised objections regarding the 
unions whenever there was any office-bearer who had served 
imprisonment Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not think, Sir, 
that they took any note of the personality of the office-bearers. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Ministci be pleased to >tate whether it is a fact that the Registrar of 
Tiade Vnions raised nhjet ‘turns only in the ease of unions whose offices 
are outside o71), Chittaran jan A\eime. Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 do not know to what 

unions he raised objei t ions, but 1 believe he raised objections to several 
unions. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Chairman of the Tribunal 
strongly criticised the Registrar of Trade Vinous for raising such 
frivolous objections'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir, that is not a 
fact . 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (r), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that on the* 
4th December, 1939, in reply to a question what is a bona fide trade 
union he’ could not give any definite reply and on that ground the 
Registrar of Trade Unions objected ^to **-*'•*“* 

which we are office-bearers ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. BURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to stale whether it is a fact that all the unions with 
at 571), Chiltaranjan Avenue, Calcutta, are controlled and 
regulated by the Labour Minister himself? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

• 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Registrar of Trade Unions did not raise any 
objection with reference to the unions which are affiliated to the Bengal 
Chamber of Labour? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry it does not come within the scope of 
this question. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: It comes, Sir. The Registrar raised 
an objection which was considered frivolous and for which he was 
severely criticised b\ the Chairman of the Tribunal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a question of commission and not of 
omission. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Commission and omission, both. 

Protection of Mutawallis and Wakf Estates. 

*127. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: wi) Doe* the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department contemplate amendment of section 
70 of the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934, to provide additional safeguards 
for the protection of Mutawallis and the Wakf Estates? 

(h) If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The matter is under consideration. 

i 

Amendment of the Bengal Wakf Act, 1884. 

MSS. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is in the 
contemplation of Government to Introduce any Bill to amend the pro* 
sent Wakf Act of 1934? 
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(If) If so, when is the Bill likely to be introduced in the ^ssembly? 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) Yes. 

(b) I hope to introduce a Bill shortly. 

Mf. ABDUL HAFIZ MtftZA. Can we expect to have it next 

session^ 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The position is that a 
draft Bill has been sent to the Commissioner of Wukfs with a request 
that it may he placet! !»etote the Board ol Wakfs As soon as tliey have 
considered the Bill and sent then report, Government will consider 
the Bill, and it the Assembly is m session n will he introduced; other- 
wise it will he published in the “Calcutta Gazette.” 

Disafforestation in the district of Chittagong. 

129. Dr. 8ANAULLAH! {a) Will the Hon hie Minister m charge 
Hd the 1 oiest and Excise Department he pleased to lay on th^ table u 
^ statement showing, t liana by thana and year by year, since 1st April, 
llMi, how many act os of reserved and protected forests have Issui dis- 
afforested in the district of Chittagong ? 

< b ) Do the Government contemplate alsdishing the grazing tax 
and taxes on other ioiest prod in ts required for domestic purjxises of 
the pKir villagers such as hemp {.sun), bamboo and dry fuels, etc., or 
at least reducing the rates thereof’" 

MINI8TER in charge of the FOREST and EXCI8E DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): («> A statement 
giving the required information is laid on the table. 

( b ) It has been decided that parts of the protected forest, which 
contain little or no forest, should be disafforested in order to provide 
grazing grounds for villages. A Committee will shortly bo appointed 
to advise ou the most suitable method of su« h provision. Free permits 
are being issued to poor cultivators for certain articles used for thatch- 
ing. This does not include wn-bemp which is not used for thatching. 
Persons taking out grazing permits are no longer required to take out 
dry fuel permits in addition. Further concessions than the above Gov- 
ernment ar£ not prejiared to grant. As regards lmmboos in particular 
it is considered essential in the interest* of the people themselves that 
the remaining areas of bamboos shoi/ld lx* conserved a* far as possible. 
As regards fees for dry fuel the rates are moderate and great damage 
is done to the forests bv persons collecting ,drv fuel.* » 
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*nt referred to in the reply to clause, (a) of starred question N o, 129, 
Auras of Reserved Forests disafforested. 


Thana. 

Mftuza. 

Area in 



acres. 

1037. 

• 


Nil 

.. * Nil 

Nil 

103K. 

4 • 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1030. 



Pntiya 

Purha Dhopnchari 

1 .002 -!*4 

Fatikehen 

Badarkhii 

2 44 

Satkania 

ParcngA 

4 *r>o 


Jungle Barahatia 

1 so 

Aheas 

■t 

of Protected Forests 

DISAFFORESTED. 

Thana. 

Man /.a. 

Area in 



acre* 

1037. 



Teknaf 

Madhya Nilla 

1 SI 

Nntkama 

.. Jungle Mad arna 

3 "2 

103*. 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1030. 



Taknaf 

. . Uttarniula 

74 -02 

Bnnskhaii 

.. Jungle Napora 

7 07 

Ukhia 

. . Ratnapftlong 

1 '20 

Ramoo 

. . Kachhpia 

5 -70 

. Teknaf 

. . Uttarnhila 

0 *00 

Ramu 

. . Uhalichhara 

5*0 

Cox’s Bazar 

. . Oox 'h Bazar 

21 29 

Boalkhali 

. . Karaldenga 

.. '‘21*36 


Jungle Raraldenga 

6*83 

Patia 

. . Sahamirpur 

137 *44 
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Thana. 

Patia 


Sit alt unci 


Fatikchari 


Mauza. 


Area in 
t acres. 

1 

Daulatpur 


•210-15 

Ratanpur 


5S 30 

Chhatarpitua 


3i 4b 

Keliahahar 


K tl5 

Jungle Uttar Srirnai 

. . 

10 IS 

Sapmarn 

. . 

22S 06 

Jungle Sitalehhari 


20 02 

Sri m ai 


102 <18 

Kanulhatar 


1KM4 

Khar ana 


2i> OH 

Purha Klaliabad 


ir>r> 14 

Daknliin Jungle Srimai 


01 -20 

Ptirba Dhopaehari 


21 <»2 

Paarhint Dhopachhari 


2 17 

Pataj hora 

. . 

0 01 

llaKirnpur 


21 -44 

.1 angle Hasnnpur 


0 OH 

.lanurjun 


20 H7 

t 

Hatiarghona 


40 .VI 

I tiarkui 


10 *45 

( 'lunngghata 


H 75 

I >liarinapiir 


13 *00 

Sitakund 


0 33 

Jungle Sitakund 


4 *20 

Jungle Malmdebpur 


12 *04 

.Iungle Katgar 


3 02 

Katgar 


7.H4 

.Iungle Ran h ban a 


4 II 

Uttar Jungle S<m<u< Mian 


2 43 

Uttar Honan lihari 


0 *20 

Jungle Kon&iehliari 


a 7 h 

Jungle Rhatiari 


22*11 

Jungle I«atippur 


1 00 

Lot lb Bamrnasia 

. . 

2*31 

Betua 


38*12 

Lot lit Kutubchhari 


1 *30 

Krisnanagar 

. . 

70 *82 

Raipur } 


79 *21 

Maijbharxiar 


8*3* 



in 

f&AOA. 

I 

Minarai 


Hathazari 


Kao j an 

‘liangania 


QUESTIONS. 

• [28th Fkb 

Mauza. 

Area in* 
acres. 

• ? Purba Alinagar 

104 13 

Geramara 

41-05 

Chhatarua 

17-68 

JDakahin -Alinagar 

211-95 

Purba Hinguli 

266 -36 

Khil-murari 

130^5 

Nonapahar 

290 *36 

Kaipur 

19 -82 

Purba Mittanala 

4 -69 

(iobania 

11-97 

Purba Khaiyachara 

0-59 

Purba Mayani 

13 -48 

. . Pane hi in J)halai 

0-02 

(tumamnardan 

. . 2 -4 f> 

(’hhibatali 

0-13 

Mirjapur 

0 -97 

Haaimnagar 

9 -45 

Muhamadabud 

1 -.">0 

Jungle Udalia 

32 -2H 

(hhaiikhola 

2 -77 

Jungle Uttar Pafiartali 

9-06 

Andharghona 

10 -42 

Jungle ('haria 

U -49 

Jungle Silehhari 

0-70 

Silchhari 

2 -27 

FatiJta 

1 73 

Mujafarpur 

0-18 

Uttar Madarsa 

0-41 

Paaehim patti 

1 -38 

Dewaiuiagar 

23 -24 

Jungle Mithaehhara 

0-02 

Jalalabad 

42-34 

. . Brindabanpur 

14-13 

Hrikbhanupur 

27-15 

Nandagaon 

pi *12 

ltabua 

105-08 

Saranga * 

48-28 

• Dakahia^Niachintapur 

1-38 
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. ’ v < Than*. 

Maura, 


Ana in 
j acre*. 

1*38 

Rangania 

. . Bain&la 



Chandarghona 


182 -ty 


Dakahin lehamati 


1 72 


Saidbari 


0 -5*5 


Kokaiua 


0 *05 


(ihatchek 


:m *»s 


Jungle (Ihatchek 


1 55 


Xaogaon 


168*85 


Jungle Potnara 


13*18 


Puki&lola 


18 01 


Kaniakhola 


130*66 


Betagi 


36 *97 


Dhernirrhhara 


51 *20 


Andharghona 


117*64 


Dingaliunga 


103 50 


Tiiuhodya 


74 m 


('hengkhali 


401 *20 


Dhopaghatn 


0 24 


Nariwha 


1 03 


TnpuriiMindan 


1 *75 


Darikop 


0 07 


Kalahari a 


0 20 


Purba KhuruHia 


0 09 


Napitktikurm 


4-27 


Dudhpukuria 


2 07 

Ukhia 

. . Inani 


5-88 

Teknaf 

. . iSehapariduip 


1 07 

Ukhia 

. . Mariehapalong 


1 12 

Sitaknnda 

. . Mahadchpur 


11 '45 


Jungle Mahadcbpur 


135 09 


Jungle Bambaria 


636 73 


TJttar Jungle Nonaichhari 


134 -49 


Jungle Bhatiari 


1,091 *49 


Jungle Latifpur 


281 *55 


Jungle Chhilimpur 


1,114 01 

Hathaiari 

Mirzapur 

% 

185 07 

• 

Andargbona 


137 08 - 
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TtUOA. 

Mauza. 

Area in* * 
acres. 

Hatbazari 

. $ Silchhari 

46*28 


Paschimpatti 

30-33 


Jungle Mithachhari 

265-16 

Rangunia 

. . Bainala 

16 -26 

• 


Jungle Ghatchek 

176-66 

Patiya 

. . Purba Dhopaohari 

270 -39 


Paschim Dhopaohari 

18 -38 


Hasimpur 

209-70 


Jungle Haaimpur 

117-79 


Jainirjuri 

214 16 


Chiringhata 

70-41 

n 

Diakul 

89 -74 

Booikhali 

. . Jungle Karaldanga 

56 -27 

Satkhania 

. . Chanda 

152*07 


Nariacbu 

118-81 

Oox\i Bazar 

. . Jhilwanja 

2 *96 

Teknaf 

. . Teknaf 

8 -32 

Satkhania 

. . Churn mam 

3*60 

Fatikchari 

. . Kamgar 

9-40 

Hatbazari 

. . Jungle Udalia 

52-10 

Hamu 

. . Chainda 

2-20 

Hathazari 

. . Udalia 

0-51 

* 

Jungle Dakshin Paha/ tali 

1 *04 

Satkania 

Chunati 

6-0 

Ohakana 

Paharchanda ( Poharohooda) 

* 33 *33 

tilth ia 

Inani * 

1-05 


Uhalapalong 

46*30 
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Excite shops held by men of different communities in BaktrgaftJ. 

•130. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR : wi) Will the Houhle 

Minister in c harge of the Forest and Kxri.se Department lx» ] to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the \ eat HMH-M in re*jxvt 
of the district, of Bakarganj the number of excise shop# that have been 
settled with the — 

( 1 ) Scheduled ( '.iste-* ; 

C«?) Muhammadau community; and 
{>\) Caste Hindus? 

{ft) Will the Hon'lde M niixtej be pleased to state the number of 
Candidates from t he — 

(11 Scheduled Caste*; and 

Muhammadau community ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the (bums of the Scheduled Caste and Muham- 
madan candidates hn\o not U*en eotioideied b\ the pieseut acting 

Superintendent of Excise, Bakaiganj? / 

f 

{tf) How mun\ shops <ex<isi*. hn\e Imvii settled during His term 
of office and ter whom? 

(e) What steps do tie* Hover nnu-nt profmsc to take to nettle more 
excise shoj** tn the district with the — 

( 1 ) Scheduled Caste# ; and 

(2) Muhammadans? 

The Hon ’We Mr. PRABANNA DEB RAIKUTs (a) to (d) I regret 

that it i« not possible to obtain the information as no reoord it kept of the 
castes of vendors. • 

(e) The matter is under consideration. 

Mcyhri ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of showing the caste of vendors of 
each kind of shops? m 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 28 th Feb., 


Mr. tPMKERf That is a definite request for action., 

Mr. rAbIK LAL BISWAS: •Rrtwa TOT CTTTff 14THWH fa, CH TOPtf 
vKVfzw cto?t crrcwf sitto cwra $rf$ 5^ tot fa ^r? <wx c*tfcr, 
vrt t ciT?rn «trt **hto ffcsrr fa =rr? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMAi Will the HoiThle Minister he 
pleased to state whether uny*instTuotions have l»een issued to the effect 
that excise shops should also he settled with Scheduled Castes and 
Muhammadans '< 

Mr. SPEAKER; The Hon’hle Minister has said that the matter is 
under consideration. Therefore that question does not arise out of 
this. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: I> it a fact that at the time of taking 
licences the vendors are given a form in which the\ are to mention 
their names and ciiNtes* A 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not a question of application. Applica- 
tions might have been made b\ oOO jM*ople. 

Mr. MONMOHAN 0A8: Sir. the Hon’ble Minister has said: “I 
regret that it is not possible to obtain the information as no record is 
kept of the castes of the vendors”. My question is this: at the time 
of taking, licences whether the vendors are given a form in which they 
are to stkte their names and castes. 

Th# HOft’bl* Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 do not know 

anything about this. 1 want unties* to see whether there is such a 
form. 

Mftlllvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, question {<{) has not been 
answered. That is my submission and I waut an answer to it. 

Tha Hon'blt Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT! Have I to state the 
caste** Y * 

Mtulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN? No, no, any Tom, Dick or 
Harry to whom excise shops have been settled. We want an answer 
to this. 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. SYCO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will t)e Hon’ble Minis. 

ter tie pleased 1 to state whether the names and designations of th© 
vendors, e.g., Chatterji, Banerji, Syed , Mullick, Raikut, are 'sufficient 
to ascertain the castes of the vendors? ’* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the Syeds do not take excise licences. 
(Laughter. 1 ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir. if the 
honourable member so desires, 1 shall personally look into it. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a similar question was put by me in the last November session of 
the Assembly and there also the same answer was given by the 
Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This tunc, I think, he will give an answer to tb© 
House. 

M.ulvi jfooUL WAHAB KHAN: Ik the Hon'l.lf MinUt.r .war. 

that really then* is a list maintained showing the caste i»f each indivi- 
dual member? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The Hon'hle Minister has already promised to 
look into t lie matter. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the list show castes of 
the vendors — Hindu, Muhammadan, S< heduled ( astes 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope \<>u are not going to determine the caste 
of wines and drugs and everything, < Laughter > 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Honable Minister be pleased to state what steps hav© been 
taken to settle more shops with S< heduled (’astes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T hat question has l**en answered. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of settling excise shops with some M. L. A /* who may 
feel sore qlsnit it ? ( Laughter, > 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question dries not arise. 
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Trade Unioh Constitueviotet Tribunal and Trade Union*. . 

i 

•131. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home ((Constitution and Elections) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a lurge number of Trade Unions were registered lust year; 

and 

( ii ) that tlies were detail red from applying to the Trade Union Con- 

stituencies Tribunal for recognition as they have Hot yet 
completed two years of existence or one year of registration? 

t 

(b) How long will the present Trade Union (Constituencies Tribunal 

continue to function ? * 

(c) Th the Hnn’hle Minister considering the desirability of con- 
tinuing this Tribunal up to April, 1910, so that many newly formed 
unions may get a chance of getting recognition? 

(tl) If the answer to (r) is in tin* negative, do the (internment ton- 
template the reconstitution of this Tribunal every y$ar for the 
encouragement of tin* formation of new unions? T* 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (m <>> Yes. 

(it) Some were debarred. 

(b) Till it is dissolved. 

(c) and (</) Do not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he i* aware that this Tribunal was dissolved 
more than three months ago? 

The Hon'blt Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware of this. 
M \ inb irmntion i*. t « » the contrarv 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: l> it still func tinning ? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, it is not function- 
ing, but it has not been dissoleved vet. f 

Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Tlon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how the question t */ > does not arise? 

a 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise because it is not yet 
-dissolved. 
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Or. EURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will Je iwfil* Minis- 
ter be pleased to state for wliat purpose this Tribunal was fnlmmO 

Tin Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tlie Tribunal wan form- 
ed for deciding as to who will he on the electoral roll, and that is one 
of the reasons wh\ questions (r\ and {</ > do not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hnn'lde Minin- 

ter he pleased to state whether the recognition of these unions h\ the 
Tribunal has an\ connection with the next Rental legislative 
Assembly election!" 

The Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. Sir As far as the 

preparation of the electoral toll ot the Heugnl Legislative 

Assemhlx is (oioetned, a fresh Tnhunul ,will have to he constituted. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : Wall refeience to answer (If), 
will the Hon hie Minister U* pleased to enlighten us whether the Trade 
Unions Conttitueiu ies Tnhunal will rntitinue till April. I tl-40 ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN S Not netessarilv. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Is tl.eie un\ dtlhcuhy in the 
mat ter !" If so, w hat i*, it !" 

Mr. 8PEAKER * That question does not arise, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : 1 submit , Sir. it d<M»v because if 
the Tribunal is dissolved 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order Mi Ghu%«* 1 uni telling you that 
this is (1 pureh h\ pothetn .»! qm-stmn You .»n» annulling that it may 
be dissolved. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. we want to k now definitely 
whether it will continue to function till April. 1940. Am I to under- 
stand that the Government is not in a position to sav whether the 
Tribunal will function till April. 1940!r 

Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Tribunal is not 
functioning. Its function is to decide as to who will Is* on the 
electoral roll. Once the electoral *yd! is prepared, the function of the 
Tribunal is finished. So there is no serine in continuing it till April. 
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Mr. SPBNATH BANER4EE: May I request the Hon’ble Minister 

through foil, Sir, to ascertain fact# because 1 know definitely that the 
Tribunal has been dissolved and the Chairman is now a Judge of the 
High Court, I am surprised that such a reply should come from the 
Hon’ble Home Minister. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The work of the Tribu- 
nal is over, but actually by notification it has not yet been dissolved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 take it that the Tribunal has not yet been 
legally dissolved. 


Want of a Certificate Court et Gaibtndha. 

•132. Maulvi ABU HO^SAIN SARKAR: t a) Is the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Co-o|»ernthe Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware — 

(t) that mi ml km ot cases have been disused of by the Debt Settle- 
ment Hoards in (raibaiidha sul>divminn in tlie district of 
Rungpur; 

(t?) that defaults are being made in paying kixts by the <lebtoifl; 
(tit) that there is no Certificate Court at (iruibandha ; and 
(ir) that the creditors ait* not U*ing able to realise the defaulting 
ktxtx, in the absence of a Certificate Court at (iatbandha? 

(ft) 11 the answer to (a) (//•) in in the attirmuthe, will the Hum 'hie 
Minister be pleased to state what a» tion he pn.jnmes to take in the 
matter Y 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (thi Hon’blt 
Mr. Mukunda Bohary Muilick): (<d (,) and (» i/ > Yes. 

(ii) Yes, in rare cases. 

(tr) No; they ure tiling such cases at Sadar. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: 1, th* Hon hie Minister aware 
that in going to the Sadar the decree-holder has to spend a good deal 
of money and time as it is 40 miles from Gaihanda ? 

The Hon’blt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That may 

be so, Sir, but the number of certificate cases is too small to justify 
an^ officer being posted there. 
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Alttllvi ABU HOSSAIH SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who lms supplied him this information — that the cates 
art* very few in number? * 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK 2 1 can give 
the figure to the honourable member that out of 10,2*14 cases disposi*d 
of so far only Tf certificate eases have been filed. 

Maillvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whethei it r* a fact that a good mun\ cases are not film! 
because there are difficulties in tiling cases b\ going to Uaibanda Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That may 

be a mattei of opinion 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : That iimv be a matter of 

opinion, but, Sir, mu\ 1 know what is the opinion of Government Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (jue*t ion does not arise. 

Cases ponding before or settled by No. 2 KaJocha Dabt Battlement 
Board in Tippers. 

*133. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the ( ’o-oj>etam e Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state 

wn how main < uses me m»w jM-nding before tin* No. 2 Kulochu 
•Debt Settlement flout d within th»* llajiganj {wdiee-stut ion 
in the district of Tip|s*ra , and 

(6) how many ruses have lieen amnubls settled by the said jfourd 
under section |R(/)(cn of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, 1 W), during the jhoomI loginning from the 1st of 
July, 1939, up to date? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: un 40ft. 

(b) 9. 


Bheristadar, pub-dudge’s Coart at Bankura. 

•184. Khan Bahadur Dr. BYED MUHAMMAD BIDOIQUB: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Detriment 
be pleased to state who has been confirmed as Sheristadar, Sub-Judge's 
Court, Bankura, in the grade of R*. 80- 4 — 140 after the 1 7th March, 
1939? * 

(ft) What puy was he drawing in his last poet? 
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(c) Mas he l>een appointed in preference to the claim** of senio 
Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan clerks of the lower divisioi 
(Its. 40 — 2 — ON — d 2— N(h and junior clerks of the higher divisioi 
(Its. NO— 2 — 100) ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LECI8LATIVI 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khai 
Bahadur): (tn Hnhu Hum Krishna Mukherji. 

(b) Its. 50. 

(r) Yes. The upjnunt incut was made in consideiatioi 
special fitness, rule clause !t. rule 101-1, High Tourt’s Civil Rules an< 
Orders. The question of getting preference over the claims of other 
does not ansi*. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the lion hie Minis 

ter please state who is ilie appointing authority ot the Kheristudar ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur 

The Jlist l let .1 udge 


Pay and proepects of the clerical staff under Bengal Government. 

•135. Mtulvi Md. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: «n U tin 

Hou’hle Minister in charge ol the Finance Deput tment aware — 

(i) that the ministorml officers of all the departments ot tin 
Government ot Bengal are ill-paid and in some cases under 
paid in rompatisoii wilh the pax and pios{>ects n< tin 
gazetted services; and * 

t^fi) that the qualifications the former |H»ssess # nnd duties the> 
perfoi in are almost the same as those of the latter ? 

(b) If the answei to (o'! is in the aftiimative, will the Hon' bit 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether the (iovernment contemplatt 
appointment of a committee to enquire and repot t on the improxemeni 
in |>ay an<l prospect** of the ministerial officers undei the Government 
of Bengal? 

Tha Hon’bU Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: .o , No 

* (b) Does not arise. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Ministei 
mean to say that these. ministerial officers are neither ill-paid nor under 
paid? 

TIM Hon 1 bit Mr. H. I. Sl/VtRAWARDY: That is n matter ol 

Opinion. 
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Public meetings of reoognised associations of Covommont servants* 

♦136. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. '*M tin the 5th December, 1939, will 
the Hon’ hie Minister in charge ol the Finance Department he pleased 
to state whether attempts to enlist the help of inemlierH of the legisla- 
ture, the holding of public meetings, the ventilation of grievances in 
the Press, on the part of the associations of Government servants, have 
been prohibited b\ the Finance Department circular No. 975F.. dated 
the istli May, 1939? 

(ft) If the answer to wi) is in the affirmative. will the Hon hlo 
Minister be pleased to state* the reasons therefor ' 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Finance Department 

Order No 975F.. dated the ISth Ma\ . 1939, warns recognised assoeia- 
tini.s of ( in\ eminent emplovecs that the public ventilation of their 
grievances mav involve tin* u itlidrawal of recognition. 

,h) Such public ventilation is detrimental to disciphne and uieoni- 
patihle with the purpose tm which recognition is accordinl 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: at r * v House a 

association C#r* ffOW t*tTT t* 

private ventilation of their grievance s W? *T4” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; I sii pjM>s4* the member* 
<,t t he Legislature have the tight to ventilate the gnevames of any 
pel son vvhethet those gnevames are imngihaiv «u olheiwise 

Dr. 8UREBH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion hie Minister 

please state it ’they ate not allowed to make publu ventilation of their 
grievances how thev will ventilate then grievances ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER*. That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the llon'hle Minister plea*e 
state whether the member* of this Assembly <an attend the meeting* 
of such recognised assocMitions and give then views alsiul the grievance* 
of the (iovernment employees'" 

Mr. BPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Method of tooting purity of ghoo. 

•137.* Mr. MOHIM CHANDRA 0A8: «t) Will the Hon'bl* 
Minister in charge of the Public Health Department be planned to 
•fate whether the Government havo found it out by their expert — 

(«) that the British standard of testing the purity of cow’a^gAe# 
is not applicable to cow * ghrr produced In Bengal; atpj 
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(tt) tiftt manufacturers of pure ghee from Bengal cow’s milk an3 
local dairy industry are suffering through this teat? 

(h) Whether the Government are considering any scheme for research 
to find out the actual standard of Bengal cow’s ghee? 

(c) Whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to a 
publication in the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research by Doctor 
S. M. Das Gupta on the seasonal variations in the carotiwe and 
vitamin A contents of butter fat and its richest and Iodine values of 
Bengal cow’s ghee ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH ai|0 MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Daooa): («> (/> There i * no legiil oi fixed standard for pure cow 
butter fat in G rent Britain. 

(n) Does not arise. 

(h) A scheme of research for the detection of animal fats which are 
•used as adulterants of butter fat and the differentiation of cow and 
buffalo fats is under consideration. 

(r) Yes. 

Mr. MAHIM CHANDRA DAS: nr 

standard fa? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Probably there may lie a standard; l do not know 

Mr. MAHIM CHANDRA DA8: 54 

fa frrc? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Does the honourable member wish to know how we can find out 
whether a particular quality of ghee is pure and fre»* from adulteration 
•or notP 

Mr. MAHIM CHANDRA DAB: 1 want to know how the adultera- 
tion is detected, how the Government test> it ? 

Mf. SPEAKER* That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilou’hle Minister please 
enlighten us as to what is the process and procedure by which Govern- 
ment come to a conclusion as regards the purity of things — whether 
.they are adulterated or pure* 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariee. 
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Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will t Im» H<»ii * l»fe Mini?4er pleas* 
elate ’whether it is by means of u»\ chemical examination Amdiictad 
through some experts that adulteration u detected * 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sure this matter is known to evervlusly. 
This is done in the Public Health laboratory. 


Eradication of malaria from Rajahahi distriot. 

•13S. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the lion’blo 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department b© 
pleased to state- 

pi) the number of deaths in the Uujshuhi district due to malaria 
in the last year; 

(b i what is the place of the Itujslmln district in the Province in 
resjvet of high roll of mortality due to malariu; 

<c) what is the number of anti-inabiriu societies in the Rtijshuhi 
district ; 

(d) what is the amount of Government grant for anti-malaria 
societies ; 

(et ha* an\ amount been * | m*u t b\ those societies for flushing 
schemes, irrigation schemes and anti-larval measures in 
eradicating malaria: 

( f ) if the answer to (o) is in the negative, what steps does he pro- 
]*>se to take in the matter; and 

(ff) have an\ other anti-malaria measures been undertaken bv the 
district, if so, with v^ hat remi , ts v 

The Hon’bto Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca I 

(a) 26,294. 

(b) First in 1938. 

(c) 53. 

(d) No grant was made bv Government to anv District Hoard in 
1938-39 for expenditure on anti-malaria work* through union boards 
and anti-malaria societies. 

• , 

(e) Government have no information 

if) and io) In view of the uminimitv of opinion that the policy 
hitherto fallowed bv Government of making -null grunt* thtough the 
District Hoard* to the union board* and anti-malaria societies has not 
met with any appreciable measure uj success. Government have under 
consideration a pro|*osal for a change of j*nli*v so that increased grant* 

11 
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may be ulnde avt&lablo for ex|K»mliture on larger anti-malaria projects 
of a more or lea* permanent nature, viz., flushing schemes, irrigation 
schemes, anti-larval measures etc., approver! by the Public Health 
Department. 

(Vmiprehensive anti-malaria schemes have lieen called for from all 
District Hoards of the Province. No such scheme has vet been received 
from the Rnjshahi District Hoard in spite of reminders. 

A scheme of an anti-malaria nature, viz., the Nej>aI<!ighi-Gobimlpur 
drainage scheme has been recently carried out from the Government of 
India’s first rural uplift grant ami provision has been made in the next 
year’s budget for another scheme, viz., diainage of the Hhedra hi\ 
which mav he taken up if the provision is voted b\ the Legislature. 

Government have also approved four other anti-malaria schemes, 
namely, (/) Haltibil drainage scheme, in) re-e\cav atiou of a khnl 
bv the Islampur (’o-operativt* Anti-Malaria Societv , an) re-excavatiou 
of the Dhopuipm IlnfNiniu khal, and (tr) Sutiidaru scheme. These are 
exjwcted to 1 h» financed out of the Government of India’s second grant 
for rural reconstruction 

Mr. 8URENDR A MOHAN MAITRA: Wnl. to answer 

</), that tioveiiimeut have no i tifortu.it urn. mav I eiupme whether after 
the submission of tins question anv atlempt ui.nh h\ Government 

to get this information? 

Tha Hon’bfa Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oacca: 

(Vrt.nnlv, attempts have been made, bill no intoi m.itioti has vet Imeti 
received 

Mr. &URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: With jeteience to answer 
(/), mav 1 know mhm> when this proposal has been under the considera- 
tion of the Government? 

Ttia Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Just lately 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: How main years ago, one 
year or two veers? 

Jht Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Not one vein oi two years but only jvis( Intel \ 

trljut MANINORA BHUSAN SINHA: With reference \o answer* 

(/j and iff), that in view of the unanimitv of opinion that the policy 
hitherto followed bv Gov eminent of making small grants through the 
District Boards to the Union Board* and anti-malarial societies, has not 
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met with any appreciable uummiip <^f etc*., ek\. will tie Hou'ble 

Minister please Mate wh> before thu policy mate rial in*- the’irrantH to 
anti-malarial sonet ie** h«* \ ♦» Keen Mopped y 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa: 

That was before l took over chaise ot m\ office, ami, tneiefore. 1 c*ould 
not tell you wh\ it was stopped. 


Mr. 8PEAKER I The questions that were left oxer on the *J6th of 
February, 1940, will now 1 taken up 


Daeoities in Noakhali since 1917. 

*95. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 9UR : Will the Hon'ble Munster 

in charge ot the llnriie Department be pleaded to lav a statement on 
the table le^uidin^ the following particulars with respeet to each id 
the two subdrvisnm^ ot the Noakhali distint from the veai 1917 up 
to the present d.»\ • 

(u) the uumiiei ot dumities (orntmtted in ear h ot the seats, 

<b) the name* of the person <»? )»eisons in whose houses tire damiries 
were roinnntted, 

(r) the amount «>f lo*** oistained in eai h ducoitv , 

(//) the name** <<t tin- ,m u**ed person m person* who had l*een tried 
1 1 \ the* t'ourr <>t Session'* <u bv Sj**c iul Tribunal up)*»inted 
for the purpose; and 

(e) the lesull- of the niaU • Itowiii}' e*i« li case separately Y 

Th# Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: Statenouits for the last 

ten sears are placed « * n the l.ibiarx table 

The information tor J',* \ou*< is not leadiiv available and its Miller- 
tion would entail •*<• mueh tinu* .md l.ilsiur that (loveruiuent reyret 
that thev aie unable to undertake the task 

A mats of Congressman in MaJda under India Oafanoa Ortftnanoa Ho* V. 

•m. Mr. ATUL CHANORA KUMAR: un Is the Hon’bla 
Minister in charge of the ^inme Dejcartment aware— 

(») that the c ontext of India Defence Ordinance So V was published 
in mufn*m\ edition of vernm-nlar f*»pers on and after the 
,6th Septeml>er. 19«t9; 

(it) Chat the context of the sard Ordinance was not e»r» ulated by 
the lx>cal (Government bv # »n\ other means in the district of 

Malda; 
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it four Congressmen were arrested in the district of M&ida 
for holding a Congress meeting in a village on the 6th 
September, 1939; and 


(ir) that the Indian National Congress or the Forward Bloc of the 
Congress has not launched any civil disobedience movement 
till the submission of this question? 


(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
do the Government contemplate to stop interference with the ordinary 
activities of the Congress and its woikers? 

(c) Was the arrest in the district of Malda under the India Defence 
Ordinance No. V made in consultation with the Bengal Government 
or was the Bengal Government consulted after the arrest? 

Th# Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) a full summary 
of the Ordinance ami the rules thereunder was published in the Dak 
edition of the Amnta Bazar Palnka of 3th September, 1939 

(it) No. It was published in a Gazette Extraordinary. 

(w) Four | Arsons were arrested in connection with a sj>eech at a 
meeting on 6th Sept em 1 mm at Nugharia. 1 do not know if the> were 
Congressmen. They usualK conduct their pnaeedings ,«s meml>ers 
of the Malda District Krishak Sumiti umlei the red Hag, bearing the 
insignia hummer, sickle and stai. 

(tv) Yes. 

(h) Government hu\e no knowledge of an> interference and conse- 
quently no stejw ate necessary. 

(c) The arrest was made undei the Defence of India Rules. 

Government was not consulted. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: W.ll the Ho., hi,- Mini.ter be 
plea soil to stole whether the "Aiurito Baxar I’atnku" i„ a verna.nkr 
paper, ami whet lie, the "Aiurito Baza, I’atnka'-" I)ak e.lition of the 
*>th reaches Naglmrui on the 6th? 

TN Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the "Amrito 
Bazar Patnka” is concerned. I refer the honourable member to a copv 
of th© paper which he will find at any bookstaJJ to find out whether it is 
a vernaculur paper or not, The honourable member will get that 
information by purchasing a copy of that paper. 


Hr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to pay the price for purchasing a copy of the paper to get that 
information ? 
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thi Hon’bl* Khwaja Sif NAZIMUI#i#«ni 1 I mi« Honourable* 

member cannot pay, I will. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Thank you! 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A« regard* the question 

whether the Dak edition oi the paper of the ’>lh reaches Nu^haria on 
the (ith, I am not in a position to sa\ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: W 11 the lion hie Minister he 

pleased to state whether the ( ro\ei nttient coiisulei it necessarx to 
circulate the new thdinaine oi i be Kales of the Kioximud <»o\ eminent 
of the t v pe winch take- awav the e\<stmj» law of the kind h\ treat of 
drum in the interior!" 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 take u that wh.it \on want to know i- Whether 

Oo\ eminent contemplate ,m\ me.isme to emulate on a w idel adtle the 
information ie^aid>nu -ui h (hdin.inie wliub restm ts public liberties 1 ' 

The Hon'bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: At i fie jwesent tune we 

ha\e not oot an\ proposal t<*i tmpimin^ the emulation of (foxemtlicnt 
measiues Hut. so far. w e ba\e teie.xed no (omplaihl* e x Cep f UIL r Hi 
t tns one i ns 1 u!«i(h max appeal to be except totml 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whetliei lie does n«»t ton-idei the in»tu» as too shaft for 
arresting (ertam prison- toi boldiny a meeting on the hth September 
when tin* news was oiilx i m ulaied in tin* Dak edition of tin* "Ainrita 
Bazar Katnka” of tin* *nh' 

Th. Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Hie matter lias f»een 
before the rourt. M\ replx was sent some time njjn 1 he matter was 
then *nh ju/ln* I don't Dunk I • an ;*’«■*- af»\ opinion oft the matter 
juM now. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it )s -till '»//, jtnht'f Y 

Tht Hon'blt Khwajajlir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The Hon'blt Minister mm take 
it from rue that it is not. 

Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: In answer imi it is said *1 do not 
know if the> were ( Vmjarressmen/' WtH the Hon 'hie Minister In* pl«***«d 
to *tate whether there was anx red Hair in tfie meefinjjr of bib 

September ^ 
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Th# Hin'bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Mv information is that 
it wa» not t ho Congress Hug that Hew in this meeting, hut the red flag 
hearing the insignia hammer, sickle and star. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the ITon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the hoMing ot red Hag is illegal '1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: W II tl.e lion’ hie .Minister he 
pleaded to slate whether it was nol |>osolde tor him to asceitirn il they 
were ( ongressnien when he had a-rei i.rned that they were memhers 
ot the Mistral Ktishak Samiti*" 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doe** not atise 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will th. Hon hie Munster 
he pleased to state whether he is aware that tins meeting at Nagharia 
oil the fit li September was onl\ one ot a senes ol meetings held all over 
Bengal which were organised a tew da\s ha< h ai the instance of the 
Forward Bloc prior to the outbreak of war!" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I am not aware 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: W ill t to* I loti 't»le Minister 

Ire pleased to state wliethei tie is awaie ttial tin* tirsi u.-ok ot this month 
W’us (leclarei! as National Week'" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th.it ipiestion does not arise 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL : Will tl.e ilon't.h* Minister 
tie pleased to intorm the House as to w bethel, .it the tune of the 
institution ot these cases, »n\ legal opinion was taker* by the Govern- 
ment regarding this question winch was referred to b\ m\ lriend v 

Mr. SPEAKER: (fo\ernment was not » -insulted It was done by 
the Bistrid Magtstmie 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister 

be pleaded to stale whethet the District Magistrate consulted the Public 
Prosecutor v 

«, * 

The Hon’bti Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle, Minister, 
apart from this ipiestion which may still l>e or/r he phased to 

consider the desirability of consulting legal opinion, with regard to the 
pertinent question as to whether a law which has been promulgated 
oath be said to hqvc reached a particular place at a particular time? 
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Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: The Hon hie Home Minister 
has said that no rotupluint has Keen received re#\ardii»jf the noti- 
pronnilgation of this Ordinance in (he interior of the* ptxuince. May 
I know whether he means that no complaint has been received h\ him* 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes, that is what he *a>s. 

Mr. SURENORA MOHAN MAITRA: l» t !„■ II. m l. I,- Mim-i^r 

aware that lomplaihts haw* been teieived even h\ the Distint Matfi**- 
trote in tn\ district teiMidnii.' this non-promulk r atmn v 

Mr. SPEAKER: lie „„t awate 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is one o( the Hhhim 

put in the papets 

Mr. 8UREN0RA MOHAN MAITRA: U the Hon hie .NJmmter 

COIlHidei 1 11 jjt the i»e«essjt\ tor ascertaining whelhei < omplnitit s like thin 
have been mail** in the ilistiuts’' 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think t h » l t net** is no 
serious grievance about it 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister hr pleaded 
to state whether the Malda Krishak Naimlt ?» an illegal l*“d\ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE : Will the llnn'hle Munster be pleaded 
to f*a\ tlien u li\ ihe red tl.itf had this haul ot etleet on the district 
nut hori ties - 

Mr. SPEAKER: That 1 1 lies ! iotl do**s hot atise 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the !l**n ble Monster he 

pleased i«» enlighten in whether it n a hut that he* nine tl.e person* 
belonging to the Malda fyishak Noin.ti ,*n.«i«ded the meeting under the 
red Hag, the\ were arrested ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That <jm*st ton does toil arise. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the llon'hle Minister ire pleased 
to state whether the Home Minister *jea* n similarly to the re*l f la fir Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That * f ueetion d<*es not art#*. 
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Mr. fASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
b* pleased to state whether he is aware that Mr. Jha who has been 
prosecuted is the Assistant Secretary of the Malda District Congress 
Committee^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: fa xwsjmF ^ 

rm wwth I* wntcf? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is possible but I 
am not aware of it. 


Allegation* against policemen of Sufcea Street police-station, Calcutta. 

*101. Mr. 8URENDRANATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Home (Polite) Dejwu fluent 1 h» pleased to 
state whether he has received a petition from one Satyendra Kumar 
Rose, u politicu) piisoner release) in June. lfl-’MJ, complaining against 
the jM>licemen of the Sukea Street thanaV 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon hle 
Minister be pleased to state what action, it an\. has been taken in the 

matter ? 

(r> Has the said Satvendra Kumai Rose submitted similar petitions 
of complaint to the Police Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner, 
Northern Division. Calcutta v 

{<h If so, what act Kin, it any, has been taken by those officem 
in the matter of those complaints Y 

t* ) What aie the reason* for which the said Satyendra Kumar 
Bose is occasionally called at the thana and visited b\ the jndice ton* 
stables at his residence at dead of night Y 

( f ) Have the Government issued order** tor these actions of the 
police officers and police constables regarding the said Satvendra Kumar 
Bose* 

Tha Hon’bta Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN > ia\ No. 

{ft i Does not arise, 

(r) Yes. 

(f/t His prayer was rejected. 

(t) As an ex-convict he i< k#pt undet surveillance. 
v No. Tl\e ordinary law applies. 

f 
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Sir, in this couuei tion to avoid supplementaiies. I mavA state that 
as far as waking: him up at dead of night is concerned, this matter i* 
being looked into and instructions an' going to he issued, it not already 
issued, that he should not he disturbed late at night. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ilon'lde Mmistei he 
surprised to learn that this Satyendra Kilnin' Hose holds a reeeipt of 
delivery of a petition addressed to him at In* office v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: h is „»nte possible hut 

I ha\e not eome across it 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Wdl the Ilon'lde Minister he 
pleased to state whethei theie u?e ,in\ rules regaid nc sui \ eillniice of 
ex-convicts r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The usual practice is 

observed. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: W II the lion hie Minister he 
pleased to state if it i" a tint tint the rules do not permit the keeping 
of surveillance tot more than on** \eai v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: It tiere t* uu\ thing 
against tin* rules, the person • .m have his remedv m a court of law, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: W h the llou hle M.iiwiei he 

pleased to state whether railing e\,l names ahd laisjfig hue ami cry 
before the hods** <>t <m r*\*uin \ k t are %u ts of sur\ ed lance Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That questmi does not arise 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: * r. I hold » petition 

Mr. SPEAKER: l do m>i lake of petition*. I only 

look into the question 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hou'ble Minister be 
pleased to .state whether he has got unv petition from the political 
prisoner concerned Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: If \ ou ask a supplementary question at* to bow 
many petition* or letters are recefved 1»\ Sir Nmdiouddiri. it Will be 
rather difficult for him to answer that question. 
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Mr* SutlENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to nUite whether lie enquired of the Commissioner of Police and 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police about the contents of the petitions 
of this Satyendra Kumar Hose addressed to each of them-' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise because the question 
has been answered — his prayer was rejected. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Mini-iter be 
pleased to slate whether he enquired almut the complaint as lie should 
have done a- the head of the department ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not aiise I am perfectly 
•certain that it you were the head of the department, vou would Have 
done exact 1 v the same thing. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state win the eoniplaint ot the political prisoner concerned 
was not harked into and no -teps taken earlier v 

Mr. SPEAKER: He ha- -aid that he ha- done ii 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: He onK pmmi-ed to do .so 
to-day . 

Will the llon’hle Minister be pleased to state how long these act* 
of surveillance are coni liiuimr v 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: It .- < onnmmur a- long 
as it is nece-sat> 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long the\ have been tout inning '• 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 .-k for notice 

Promulgation of Defence of India Ordinance in Bengal. 

**02. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: «,n Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be jdea-ed to stale 

(it the names of the |h*i-ui- win* have lieen ordered not to enter 
atn particulai aiea utolei the Deleter of India Ordinance 
Pules since the rules tame into tone 
(it) the names of persons whose movements have been restricted 
under fhe.se rules: and 
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(*n») the names of jH'rsons w ho have so far l»een arrested rfhtler these 
rules V 

(l/\ Is the Hon'ble Minister aw.no - 

(t) that Mt. A. M. A /.iiu.iii a m.i s , ami Mi Hadul Das have !>een 
ordered not t » » elite? the dseii h o| lb oyhl\ and Howrah, 
res[H‘t t i\ eh ; 

[ n * that the jN'imanent residemos ot iIiom* two [hm^hih are at 
* lino*! Ill \ .ind Howi, ih, i e*pe* I tv el\ . ami 
i in > that these oidei- will present legitimate trade union aethitie# 
ol these j no Mtio .imoiiif't '.lie wnrheis ot jute mill!* v 

( ( ) II tin* an>vvei t«* i i- in tlo* attmuati\e, will ihe Hnn'bl# 
Minister he pleased to state 

(m whether the ( iov **r mneiit held anv "}»♦*« ml empniv l*etoie |*umh- 
in^j order-* nndei tin- Oidiname, 

<N) whether the Older- weie passed on the leport- ot ( runitiul 
I n v e- 1 1 i» ,t t ton I )o|iur t merit and l uodiiycm e ilium li w at* her*; 
and 

(r/i 1 whether t h e 1 1 • »\ ei n me n I w rl 1 * »»n - id ei t In* desi ra hi 1 1 1 V of s|N*ei~ 
I \ i i i jtf .i pi*-* eiline hefoie passing anv li oriler v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: <«j The information 

ref}UiM d in answer to this <|uo-tiou w.»- not avarlahle and could not 
obtained without a laborious em t un\ win* h Uovernmeut reymt the\ ar# 
not pr**paie<l to undertake 
i h ) if' Yes 
( i J ' No 

< t r f 1 ( rov eminent l- not prepmed i*» alh.w lejjit imate and illegitimate 
trade union a«tivities to be «amed on *t one ami the same tiu»»* 

(ci im and itt) No. 
itu i Doe-, not arise 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will ’be Hon’ble Minister be pleo*#d 

to state if in* is aware that h\ order my Mr A M Tinian not to 

enter the district of HonjHilv he ha- been debarred Horn entering the 
oonsnt iiem \ whudi lie h.^* the honour ’*• represent in tin* House'' 

Tht Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I an. nimbi that i» the 
nDlor'uniilp r<-«i>lt of the oHpr 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Munster In* pleased 
to state from what source did be yet the information that Mr. Had*l 
DtM did not live permanenth .n How mh from w hich district he ha** be#* 
externed y 
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TN mm’Pie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Thai is the information 
supplied to me bv the District Magistrate. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state how long the orders are going to continue 'i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: Badal Ihm was externed 

for six months from 11th November, 1939. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to will the 

Hon hie Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that by declaring 
those activities ,,s illegitimate he makes a statement which begs the 
quest urn without anv emjuin w halsoe\ei !" 


Mr. 8PEAKER : I hat question does la it arise. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: \Y,t|, « ,11 

<l "' IU,n l,! “ hr |,I.ms,., 1 t., Mm,. will |)„> .tpproMtimte 

numher of such rases ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I ,i„ ,hmk tlon ftr< . 
man\. quite a limited number 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ho., 'hie M,„nh hr pleased 
to state, it the answer just m »w gixen is .orrect, what wa* the difficulty 
in collecting the information and wh\ it s said in the answer —“the 
information wa> not ax.ulahle and ronh) mu he obtained without 

a laborious eriqnin w hn h (b>\ ei nnieiit regret thev ate not prepared to 
undertake 


TN Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Ib-taus* he> are 
scattered all o\ei the district 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether it was not possible for him to write to the District 
Magistrates and get the information tmiu them* 


Jha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIK 

District Magistrates, the ( otiimisswutei 0 f 
authorities who haw the }H»wer to jms< r h i *s 

written to. 


: In that case all the 
Tolue and an\ other 
order would have to l* 


Dr. SUREBH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will ,h, U„„ ble Mim.t.r 

b. ptaMftl to Male »iml w„> ih«. lull u rr of tb. ill. p i,i,n«t. .ctivitT 
whlt'n Mr. Zttnw^i had l»eeri carrying on v 
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. TIM Hon'bl* Khwajl Sir NAZIMUODIN: He waa tryinJ to create 
trouble in the mill area*. ' 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that by this attitude he is withholding the 
information from the public which the public has a fight to know ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i* a matter of opinion. 

Dr.*8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will il.<* llonl.l.* MinioUr 
be pleased to state if the carrying on of normal trade union activities 
ia tantamount to creating trouble in mill areas? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN t Certainly not. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased 

to state it be would considci the deonibihu ot withdrawing this order? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 cannot make any 
definite promise alx*ut it. hut 1 will reroitsidei tin* mattei 

Insanity of detenu Babu Jagadish Chandra Chakravarty. 

•107. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULh (a) Will the llon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department lx- pleased to state—- 

whether detenu Habu Jagadish Clmndra Chakravarty of 47, 
Katherpool I dine, Daeta. turned insane after some years of 
his detention ; 

(u; whether he was ever sent to Ham hi Mental Hospital for treat* 
inent ; and 

{nt} whether he is still in that hospital" 

{ [j t If the answer to (ri> (un is in tin* negative, will the Hon ble 
Minister la* pleased to state where he is now arid under what condition? 
(O Is Jagadish Chandra Chakr.«v.*i t v -'ill under order of detention? 

(d) If not, wheu was he released? 

(e) Was he insane aMhe time of lebase" 

(/) If so, what arrangement was made foi M-ndiug him home? 

(g) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that tie* widowed mother of Babu 
Jagadish Chandia Chakra v am i* not aMjm with the whereabout* 

of her son for a long time? 

{hi Wan Babu Jagadish Cbandr^ Ch .itravsirfv of sound mind before 
his arrest? 



W* 


[ com r kb. t 


168 

(D If Ibe answer to </t) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble 
Minister nc [dnased to state what steps the Government propose to take 
to compensate his family?' 

The Hon’ble Khweja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: ud im Sums of insanity 
were detected whilst he Hih under orders of detention. 

( ii ), ( in) and ( e ) \ T es. 

lb) Does not arise. 

(O and < //> No. 

01 ) JDrh April, 1»38. 

(/) The members of hi* family were informed of Ins release. 

(//) I ha\e no information. 

(i) Does not arise, but Government acknowledge no liability. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : With ictcieme to ans^i u/» 
(mi, will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state if we are to under- 
stand that t lie said politbal prisoner is still totally insane ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: l l,.<w got reeent 
information about him 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: I be lion Ide Mm.-tm hi- repl\ 
(a) (m) said that be is still in that hospital Then are we to under- 
stand that he is still insane Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 haw already said 
that I have got no recent information about him. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the lion bb Minister be 
pleased to state if Government arrested a man who was insane at the 
time of Ills arrest Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (|iic'tinii does not an-e 

0 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The Hon’ble Minister in hie 
answer *n>s ihut he ha- no information whether he was a sane man 
before hi* arrest. Hut at the nine of arresting a man Government must 
lie satisfied whether the\ are arresting a sane or an insane man. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He hu s -aid, he ha- no information on the point. 

Mr* ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. With reference to answer (d) f 
vii., that he was released on the D*th April. 1JW8. whether he waa 
escorted to hi* home and. if not. whether it was not the duty of 
Government to do -o v 

4k* 
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TIM Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sn. tW i+Ution. «>f 

tin? prisoner were informed that In* xxnuid he released on Mteh «%n <1 sueh 
a date- 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Aie vxe to nnder*t »mi that the 
insane mini was let loose on the street*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN S Hr x\ .is no? let loose it! 

the sgeet He was n, the hospita' o the lime 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE ! \\ ho #»s< or ted the |Mtieut to the 

hospital Y 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He xxjis m Hie hospital 

As soon as tin* siMxtiij; of srntenre w.i- oxet he xxotihl no longer In* in 
mstoilx He xxioihl he it It re man mol his iclations • mild take hint 
ax\a\ flout the hospital if lliex liked 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In xievx of the repK. xvill the 

Hon hie Minister la* pleased to »Mo}tiiie whether he is still insane ot 
not 'f 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We ha x e jfot no respon- 
sibility m the matter l do not a*t* xxh\ vxe shotihl emjnire ahotif it 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reterenn* to answer 
(in (/>, \x til the Hon hie Mintslei be pleased to state how main x ears 
after his arrest the prisoner «,h found t<> he insane*’ 

The Hon'ble' Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think four x ears after 
he her a i ne a detenu 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: U it not a I.k t that during 
these 4 years befrtTe an\ stjrn of insaiutv vxu* deterred this prisoner wan 
niedirallv examined sexetal times!' 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: How am I to know 

whether he was n»eduall\ # examined *<i not 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: He whs a detenu and 
must have l»een medically examine*! 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZM4/JDDIN: I earinoi tell now what 
happened M years ago 
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Mr. II^RENDRA NATH BltWAt: 1 am submitting to you, 
Mr. Speaker, that Government (iiauwna its liability now and says that 
the prisoner ha* been released and he is now in the Ranchi Mental 
Hospital. Our cuse was that so far as this particular prisoner is con- 
cerned he became insane 4 sears after his arrest; so the Government 
has certainly some liability with regard to the treatment of this 
prisoner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is unit question ? Put it in the form of 
a supplementary question 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleased to state whether in view of the fact that the detenu became 
insane 4 years alter hi* arrest. Government should pay some com- 
pensatory allowance?' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In wew of the tact that the 
insanity of the prisoner ga\e it* indication dunlin his imprisonment and 
in view ot the fuel that the piisonei s»*nt (n the Menial Hospital 

by the Government, "ill the Government consider the desjralulitv of 
enquiring into the health of the prisoner and his present condition and 
inform the poor mother the present state ot his health' 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 regret we cannot do 
anything in this matter 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: U - tact that the Govern- 
ment has been pui*uing the poli» \ of paying e\|M*n*e* for treatment of 
detenus even after their ielease. v 

The Hon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In this case he ceased 
to 1 h» detenu on |!lth April, but Go\ernment continued to pay 

for him till kMfth Octobci. I'Wjs 1 months. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: In mcw of il.e fact that he is 
still in that Mental Hospital, docs the lo>\ernment consider th»* 
desimhilif \ of continuing paxment for his medical treatment?' 

Tht Hoit’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN : No. Sir Government 
regret the* cannot undertake ,m\ more pawnent 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CH0S£* Sir. the reply would have been 
quite all right, had the prisoner been released and reached home. 
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. Mr. SPEAKER S I am perfectly wilting to allow any qt^pation hut 
I cannot allow you to begin with an argument. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Government please 
enlighten us as to whether it is entitled to arrest a sane man ami to 
make him insane during his imprisonment ami throw him into a 
hospital y 

Mfe SPEAKER: That is a matter of argument. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether this detenu was arrested at hi* native residence, 
if so. do not Government consider it desirable that the exjHMise should 
be borne b\ Government to enable the prisoner to go to hi* native place 
from Ranchi Hospital? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If on the day he ceased 
to !w» a detenu the relations had undertaken to take him awu\ , Govern- 
ment would have paid the fare of thi*> detenu as we have done in the 
case of other detenu* 


Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : Mr Speaker. Sir, I have 
given notne of an adjournment motion to which vou have given vour 
consent Ma\ I know if it ha*, been admitted? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hu* the H ome Minister any information about 
thi* matter? 

Tho Hon'blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, 1 have got 
information in mv possession and on the farts I can state that they are 
not correct 

Mr. SPEAKER: What are the facts? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN : If vou like I can give 
the statement That will be ni> reply 

• . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must 1m* informed of the actual facts of the 
ease. 

Thi Hon’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The actual Cacti are that 

these people wanted to hold a meeting on somebody else’* land and t he 
proprietor of the land did not give them permiasion, and there waa a 
12 
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written l^ter in the possession of the police Haying that the proprietor 
objected to the meeting being held on his land and said that it would 
be a case of criminal trespass if they held a meeting without bin per- 
mission. If they obtained the permission of the proprietor, they could 
hold the meeting. 


Mr. SPEAKER: l)r. Banerjee, have you anything to say as to 
whether the place where the meeting was to he held belongs to another 
person}' Did you take any written permission? 

Dr. 9URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. first oi all we noti- 
fied that the meeting would l>e held at a ceitain place. Then at about 
2 o’clock (afternoon) police came and told us that as the proprietor of 
the land was objecting to having a meeting at that particular place, 
we could not hold the meeting there. We did not want to hold a meet- 
ing by force. We selected a site nearby. No one objected. The pro- 
priety was there, and 1 was talking to him. Ah a matter of fact, he 
told me that he had no objection, but suddenly the police and sergeants 
came and charged us with big lath ten and revolvers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where VM’I'i* vim Imliiuij. flic iitcctihff '? 

Or. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: W e w ere bidding l he 
meeting in a place which is by the side ot the Nankeldanga Bridge and 
not at the place settled Indore which was h:m leaded by ihe police. As 
a matter of fact, the proprietor was with me. and lie told me that he had 
no objection . but the Assistant ( omiuissinnei oi Police and constables 
came upon the labourers and fwdaboured them 


Mr. SPEAKER: Is not police }>crmissiot] necessary to hold meet- 
ings after the circulars and ordinances have been issued? I want to 
be satisfied so fur as you are concerned, Dr. Banerjee. Did you take 
the permission of the police to hold the meeting at that place? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 did not take permission 
of the police. But the Government's objection is not on that issue. 
If the Government said that they would not allow any meeting unless 
someone took permission, we would not have raised this issue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 9ANYAL. May 1 rise on a point of order, 
Sir? The point at issue is about the admissibility of the motion 
according to the rules So far as to bow far there was the propriety 
or the impropriety of the action involved therein is concerned, it is a 
matter which the House may decide after bearing both sides of the 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am only concerned with the question whether 
the motion is in order. If 1 uni satisfied that there was absolute :ulum 
and nothing else. I would certainly consider it. 

Of. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We are only to consider whether 
it is a matter of general public interest ami of urgent importance. If 
these two conditions are fulfilled — 

Oft 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE : Sir. 1 mint to make n 
suggestion. The point is, tin* police dispersed the meeting by force. 
If the < ro\«*riim»»n1 tersinn is that w** held the meeting without the 
previous sanction of the tioxcrnmcm and that is \\h\ the police dis- 
persed the meeting, then 1 shall not piess the issue Hut. Sir. I know 
definitely that the proprietor had no objection 

Mr. SPEAKER: Acs, I Will consider this This is a very com- 
plicated matter. Will Sir Xuzimuddiu give a statement about the 
facts of the case?' 

The Hoft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When. Sir ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER : To-da\, and it I h«dd that the motion is in order, 
then it will U* taken up to-un»iiou At present my impression is that 
it is not in mi < le» Hut m onlei to gi\»* a fair opportunity to Dr 
Haneijee, I want to be satisfied on this point 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sir, will Dr. Buiiere* be given 
an opportunity of looking up the statement of Sir Nazim uddin K 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly. 

Tht Hon’ bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
It will not be quite in order for us to place all our card* before 
Dr. Banerjee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have got the statement from Dr. Banerjee, 
and now you have aim* to make a statement before me. You ju*t give 
me thone facta which yoi think necessary. * 

Dr. BURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, the point i. this, 
that in my motion two plot* of land are mentioned, and the meeting 
waa to be held at one plot with regard to which Government *»y that 
I did not fake previou* permiunion. * A* a matter of fact, the meeting 
wa* actually held on another plot of land. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, have you got anything to- say 
to that Y 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the same thing 

applies; the Maine objection was held. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. This discussion which is going on — is it meant just to go on as 
between the Jlon’bJe Home Minister, the honourable member and 
yourself; or is the House supposed to understand something of what- is 
transpiring ^ May not Dr. Haneijee be allowed to state the facts so 
that the House mav have an idea Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER ! Now I have a fair indication us to what the facts 
are. Dr. Itanerjee states that he wanted to hold a meeting in one 
plot of land, but it was barricaded by the police. He then went to 
anothei plot of land to which the proprietor did not object. On that 
Sir Nazinmdin s version is that both the plots belonged to the same 
mun , and the prayer to the jsiliee toi dispel sing the meeting was with 
regard to both the plots. Here there are two \ersions with regard 
to the same fact, and as such I want to see a statement from Sir 
Nazimuddin which is not necessuiN for Di Hanerjee to see. f am 
afraid that where there is a (juestion of contradiction of facts, it 
cannot be discussed in the open House. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. I understand that the 
Hon’hie the Home Minister has got u letter from the proprietor and 
if he hands over the letter, then it will be posable to find out whether 
that lelates to I lie refusal of permission to two plots or one plot 011*1 v 

Mr. 8PEAKER: An\w,,\ 1 shall consider the facts. It is not 
necessary for Dr. Hanerjee to speak because his \ersion is now clear. 

1 will now take the other version, and if 1 am satisfied then I shall 
say whether the motion is in order nr not. 

Tht Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the second plot 
did not belong to the same owner (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the 
Congress Heuches. > Hut the police asked them whether they had 
permission, and as they could not show that thev had perm ias ion — — - 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA 8ANERJEE: Sir, l told the police that 
the letter was with me. 

Mf. SPEAKER: I thiuk l)r. Hanerjee made it clear that he would 
not press his motion if the Government case was that police permis- 
sion had not Wen obtained. If it was with regard to another plot of 
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fond 'that police permission was not taken, then the other point, 
namely, as regards the proprietor’s right dots not arise. It is wholly 
immaterial. The only question is whether the meeting was held 
although police permission was not given. Sir Xatimuddiu, your 
case is that police permission was not given ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ant sorry. Sir. What 
I said wa9 that the police asked t hem whether they Itad obtained the 
permtosion from the proprietors, and as they had not obtained 
permission from the proprietors, they said they would hold a meeting 
on another dav and went awu\ There was no hitfn charge b\ the 
police. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, Dr Hunerjees 
point is that they got the consent of the proprietor on whose land the 
meeting was held. 

Oft NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, nt what stage 
and through whom son got this impression that Dr Banerjee was 
not prepared to press the ad join nment motion if the police permission 
was not obtained!" Sir Xaziimiddin, as far as 1 isiuld gather, only 
referred to the proprietor'* permission. The question of police 
permission was not raised at all 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am M»rrv. Sit, mv 

first statement wia correct. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Then why aie m. u sorry}' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I nut sorry for giving 
a wrong infoynation to the House The two plots belonged to the 
same proprietor 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is parliamentary practice to defer an 
adjournment motion, if there is a contradiction of facte. I will give 
an opportunity to the Hon’ble Home Minister to give me the correct 
version of the facts to-morrow* 


COVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Jirte Regulation Bill, 18)8. 

Mr. SPEAKER* The House will remember that we adjourned 
yesterday after discussion on amendment No, 129. Upon that there 
was a suggestion by the Opposition that the terms should be reduced 
also. The lion ’hie Mr. Tamixuddi* Khan has given notice of a short- 
notice amendment. 
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Thf hon'Pit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, ( beg to movelluit 

in clause 6 after sub-clause (#) the following sub-cJuuse be inserted, 

namely : — f 

“(9) Subject to the provision* of sub-sectioqS and (6), the 
term of a Committee constituted under this section shall be two years 
Irom the date on which it is constituted.” 

This is, Sir, in accordance with the wishes of some members that 
the terra should not be made too Ion#. The understanding w m for 
three years; we thought it fit to reduce it to two years. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ml. Cham Chandra Roy, do you press your 
motion after this?' Government liuve now reduced the term to two 
years. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: No, Sir, I do not press it. 

The motion of Mr. Olja.ru Chandra Roy that after clause §(10) the 
following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(//) The Committee constituted under this section shall, subject 
to the provisions of subjections {4\ tot and (ft), continue 
for four years from the date of their first sitting.” 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddm Khan that in clause 6 
after sub-clause («V> the following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

”(9) Subject to the provisions of sub-sections (•>) and (ft), the 
term of a Committee constituted under ihi.s section shall 
be two veurs from the date on whi<h it is mnstituted,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause <*, as amended, stand part of the Bfll was 
then put and agreed to. 


( lausr* tiA and f>li. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will now ask the Hon’ble Mi Tamizuddin Khan 
to move bis amendment No. 300 on clause C»A. 

* « 

Tht Hoft'Mt Mr. TAMIZUDDSN KHAN: Sii, 1 beg to move that 
in sub-clause of clause (i.V, in line 4, after the words “so authoris- 
ed” the words “and for carrying out the purposes of this section” be 
inserted. 

Sir, this is in connection with fchc amendments Nos. 180 and 188. 
The gleaning is quite clear and I need not say anything. 
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' Mf. fePEAKEfUt Mr. Moreau, >lo vou pres* vour amendment 
Nos. 130-32? 

Mr. C. MOROAN: No, Sir, I do net press it. But it seem* to 
me that the keeping of the words “remain in” is rather turious. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you do not press it. I ran put it before the 
Houses at once. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not want to put m\ amendment to vote, but 
I would like the Hon’ble Minister to explain why the words “remain 
in” have to he here It does not seem that there is any use for the 
words at all. The officer is entering the premises for the purpose of 
finding out if jute is storked or stored there. But why should he 
xeinain in the building ’ Y I wain an explanation from the Hon’blt 
Minister on this point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sit, 1 do not think 
there is now any apprehension of any danger at all. Some of the 
members of the Kuiopean Group apprehended that the clause as it 
stood might lead to this situation that an officer might go there and 
might < h</ose to live there for a lew days or foi a jreriod of time* 
That was in itself a thing which one might not anticipate, but still 
to make everything clear we have placed this amendment l»ef»»r« the 
House, und now I think there < an he no objection to this because for 
whatever length of time the ofih er may remain there, it will be for 
the purpose of earning out the objects of the Act I do not think 
therefore that the objection raised by Mr Morgan has any force. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then may I take it. Mr Morgan, that you 
withdraw yarn amendment Y 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, Sir, I withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Morgan that in clause GA (2t («», in line 
1, for the words ‘enter and remain in” the words “for tarrying out 
the purposes of this section enter” be substituted, wa« then by leave 
of the House withdrawn# ^ 

The motion of the Hon’lde Mr. Tamimiddin Khan that in sub- 
clause (-* of clause GA, in hne 4, r.fter the word# “so authorised” 
the word* “and for carrying out the purpose# of this aectoin” bo 
inserted, was then put and agreed to 

The question that clause GA #tHud part of the Bill was then put 
nod agreed to, 
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Mr. SPEAKER: There are two amendments, Nos. 307 anil 3 (fe, 
to clause 6B, standing in the name of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan. Will you move them now? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yea, |ir. 

1 accept the amendment of Mr. Morgan, namely, that in sub-clause 
(1) of clause OB for paragraph (b) the following be substituted, 
namely,— m 

“(h) four members appointed bv the Provincial Government to 
represent respectively the manufacturers, intent balers, 
Intiehu balers and shippers of jute in Bengal, and." 

1 also bejr to move that in sub-clause (/) of clause HB, in para- 
graph (r), for the word “live” the word “six” be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use continuing the discussion now 
it is almost prayer time. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: So , f oppose the amendment 
proposed by the Hon’Me Minister. 

\ Mr. SPEAKER: Not now 1 will jjne \ ou an opjiortunils to do 
ho after prayer. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I tfa\e notice of an amend- 
ment 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid sou will have to t^ke it back and 
tell me where it has to be put. Shall I put it in, say, clause 20 or 
21 Y 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: No. Sir, in clause 3. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sotn.n 3 after l(h>. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But section 3 has been over. How can you put 

it there now v That clause cannot be reopened! 

« 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: We .an add another section, 

however 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, you will have to give frt«h 
notice. t 

The House was then adjourned for 20 minute*. 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. CHARU <j|HANDRA ROY: iwYwlwq «B cluuw WW 
wra to aw4 anus wfa to&tto wrofa vfa* att nw 

*ro*c faRfafo g otto plaoo *frri mm gtTORRl ottoI at— 

Nine members to be elected In the members of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly and two members to be elected by the members of 
the flbnpal Legislative Council b\ the method of single transferable 
vote to represent the jute-prow er* and the workers in the jute mills 
of Bengal. 

Select Committee! report arowti C^TOOR \ ETRftl Speaker 
WTf. WTO V&fofUfa a^RR. juts* far tw it industry OTfa^g faRtR 

nT$5TOfaTO sfafafa •Ctssw-- -^t Advnory Committee ! memlier 

rro as* a^ry *ttototp atsro recommendation *WT fit 

etrorr sr*ro a? *troro?R svns faroTfaw *T? wtowir acuH t , wn 
a^?RR House a WJf jweked House ant WTO at WTTOtTOTOI 

far*ro fatr cro m t fa^ arnrr fw 3 T^rr cto to wto* rror afgfafa tjnrt WTO! 
mp* TOw? 5 rtf a*< wro? *;«t wrp* wrcw^ :*rc? wro* faTOfat fa* i 
fa*g *r< ptomt? nomination wi to ** «np arans yt lattit ottoii i 

Central .lute Commit teeTO TO *OT Sfgfa|j 
nomination tot:*to* wfa rrfa *r« *rc«n wtoTOfas? «rfgt“4* «n# 

fa an $ro a**Tt art? 05 STOT a? Assembly TO 'tl<TOPf>4l faTOTftOT 

c*tto vrrro cm wwrq^rr* :wr$ *t! a* nomination a i ww 

Central Jute Committee TO TO *<OT member 

nomination TOTTO wl^TOTO* 3TO faJ* f**?« *TO« C*S TOtl 

aOTOfl TOTTOTO WTTO3 Juts* Enquiry Committee! member r«ITO 

$*TO^ *(TO TOTTO *«T H art, «*£> WTTOilt Cent ml Jute Committee! member 
TOTTO *TT^R C*TS» I at9RT STTfa 57t WTO*T?T **TOTO!? SHT SfaCl faTO fatfTCR 

TOTOT Sfafafa fan *?;a . mrzjz avr* to fat otto y sr*RTOT **:*! w*w* «rrrow \ 
MTfa wt «rr*RTTO! htoto a! otto ?*d>r5 **fa ^ mill owners, shipjs-rs a!t 
balers a?*? *rc*n ^ «RRr- ct? 3 gTR« *tT^R 

fani mmt 5*T!Tt fa*rrfw5 mr *rTj5m1cin afu 

Hfafafal at House a! W 0 o wz CTTR!R? TO79 WTO ‘soo w* < f tS yn 1? »i 
afgfafa wit! — *r*T?rt facM g g c^tto fat wt^rri ^ CTi g fafafa i 

*tT^f Sjieaker # WT^l. at «lfa a^ w ^CTWTO UTt. ( A 

Member or Coautiox Party : w wnt ciRat fC!i) 

mm wk*h otr »jh rw «tr9f at bte cbtto^t rmti fam 

«TW 5*TPMt rci UT^f fTTf BTfT WR! 3ETC3 wrt^Ki t W^? HTO 

^ «r nrtwiVw afafaft farow w «mrr Sfroi *rrfa ftfa 

tr rr at Rtrrr ruto rri «m wrfa rrfa art atr •nKwt 

wmw c¥Tti at g fafafagfri Efat caw ^ TOTtro errai w? m ¥ti^ citro 
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•rrci r rotww tot afyT4?t ror 

btHJt T R tWTO, <3P OTR*T 0*U! fTORRfr C4IW WMdl WU[ 

iV l cm^ r cro Snro to cro ro vf? ^srfa ro^* fwiwi ^c*w 
intr tor < * u ' f? wr to otci* c*rwrt rto Sro cro$ *ro totot 
c tm^ 4H(^rr|$n ' y r < rtto *m, ro ro^s S*t4 1 * *rr *%r-u c^fri pfarcr 
fsrrfjR pit <rt afcfafasT ^ & &fyt*d< *p*nr? srr wa sfc r 

^ R»ft Sffcfafa TO 55 R*ft TOTO *TOTO OTTO nlTOH 1 TO Glfc 

®r aifyfaf? r$?t s? wro «r*T5f? Ugim c*tt5 btrto *r sfcfafro? to 

*TT5TT? >R (PT? «R? WRl W3 Ht 3Tt 

BfTfa W Jute Enquiry Committee? 4TO WtTOPT ZPR *f? — 

erc*n tot? stftt fro w w— . *nt>ro to* w *t «rrft snrcro ?t 
sr fro? arrc«r croft i sf5faf«ra *ptrrT cpft rtrt ?tcstr tow csro sfsfafas 

TOT? «TR*t sfTTOl R ^ COTTR •fit* TOR, R *TTO CTOR a**mi TO*. 

fatfira s«n tor re* hto csro 3f5faf«r?T ren£ Wrfro c*tr rere 
f**5 TOTTO 2WR C* CWT R* I WfCKS TOH RTTOR 5*T?T 3TTO v ll5bRltH? 
afyfaf? fatTO TOR1R C*RR^ Advisory Committee^ 5TR?* 5P*TTTf*n5FT 
TO I TTO TOT RT*C5 bit ** TO? TOTO ^>G 9R afsfaf* RTR ^TOt WTO 
TOlfR 'TTi 5T tT^T JR at5f»<T??i Assembly ^JP Council C? 

CTOTTO? transferable vote 5 ? rt?t fuafifvs ;rrre5 fro* 

®TT*TftS ®TT4C5 ^TC? *T \ 3* W? 5 ?!? ^f?! Eurojx*an?1, Independent 11, 

*jj^c«w7 5wn ®wr ctTcy^ aWtft nTtrrro to i fro toi^p aro ^ v ^f« rr 

Rtl ai>T? OT^OT 3TO C^<fT CTO (Vntral Jut<> ('ommitU^l afyWt 

TOTTO W 1 TO «TTfK 5T* «Tm(W? to:p tor croft 0 mem)**™ to 

be elected by the members of the Bengal legislative Assembly and two 
members to be elected b\ the members of the Bengal Legislative (‘ouneil 
by tin* method of single transferable \ote to represent the jute-^rowers 
and the workers in the Jute Mills of Bengal 

^ toto? ror rolj jpctorI totr? fc?Tf? 5 T crof? \ 

’TRp'tS **Aro *TCTO?. «TTf*t CfT’RT? through fro HousevUt 

crorro? ^nrrt cvrfc ^t?t m tor «*ott wtc? tor 

tor SBR tor i 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA; H.e main question in this clause 
is whether the Advisory Board which will he constituted should l>e 
elected or should W nominated by the Government. Sir, this Board 
will have to perform the most important function in respect of the 
regulation of jute. It will lie dangerous for the interests of the jute- 
growers of Bengal if this important body be u mere tool in the hands 
of the Government. This bod\ will be an important body inasmuch 
as on its advice the Government will fix the proportion which the 
total area of land on which jute may be grown shall bear to the total 
recorded area of land on which juto was grown in some previous year 
or yqpe. 
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If the tff thin Advisory Body are alt nominated members, 

then there is hardly %ny necessity of such a Board. The members of 
this Board being nominated members, will be mere tools in the hands 
of the Government and the> will hardly look tr* the interests of the 
jote-p rowers. * 

Sir, an Advisory Board to the Government shall consist of such 
members who will be able t» » art independently and who will not look 
for a% favoui either from the Government or from the Ministers. 
If the members are nominated, then it is sure ilmt those who are blind 
supporters of the Go\ eminent «»r those who dauee attendance on the 
Hon’ lop Ministers will be nominated Su< h men cannot be well- 
wishers ut the jutc-grower*, noi can they reallv represent the jute- 
growers. If this Advisory Board should consist of appointed 
members only , then sucli a nominated Board should not he formed at 
all. Let the Government do the job which is going to he placed on 
this lvod\ of sycophants only It is entirely strange that this Govern- 
ment which is claiming lo be ,i demociutic Government, should be 
fond <>f nominations and should 1 1 \ to be the custodians of the 
interests ut the people, as it the people or the jute-growers have not 
the abilit \ <m wisdom to sele« i their « epr esent.it i vis, 

Again, Sir. sub-clause l»' also pros ides that the Government's 
representative shotm! be the ('hamnan ot ilu- Board l do not! 

understand wh\ ti*» much imjsutatne should he given to the 
representative- ot the Government It will he entirely just and 
propel, if the Board itsell should ele< t its Chairman, whether he he a 
representative of tin* Government or a representative of the jute- 
growers, millers, balers or shippers 

Now, Sir, In my amendment- Nos lot) and l-M, 1 want that 
members of this Board inii-t represent all the divisions. If this is 
not done, then all parts of Bengal will not l»e represented. So, by 
amendment No. lot), 1 propose that ten members, two from each 
division, be elected by the members of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, representing their respective divisions If the Government 
say that the number of members on the Board will be a large one if 
10 members are elected, ^ from each division, then my alternative 
proposal I have put in my amendment No lf»l, via., that 5 members, 

1 from each division, be elected by the respective member* of the 
Bengal legislative Assefhbly of each division. If tliat is not done, 
then the laxly will not be a represent alive one. 

In ^inclusion. I may say that as the Board will lie a very important 
body, the ‘system of nomination should not be given preference in this 
case, but the members should be elected l»y the representative* of the 
people. With these word*. Sir. S commend rnv motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. •IBNAT.H BANERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the amend- 
ment No. 304 which aland* in the name of Mr. Charu Chandra Roy. 

If such a beneficial measure as the jute regulation, whose scope 
extends to thousands of square miles and which will affect 10 million* 
of peasant* and crores of meudier* of their family, is to be effective, 
then it is obvious that the willing co-operation of jute-growers is 
necessary. But from the way in which the other day another 
measure was passed that jute committees will he formed not by the 
jute-grower* themselves but by the Government, we feel verjT much 
apprehensive that measures like this will not be effective. Either the 
Government is not seiious in its business or lacks the brain to adopt 
such measures which may be effective in bunging ulsmt regulation 
of jute which is desired equally shongly by this side of the House 
In this connection, I may mention that iast year when we were 
demanding that let something he done, but nothing was done 
by the Government. But all on a sudden, through inspiration from 
somewhere, the Government started, by promulgating an ordinance, to 
take record of the jute lands and that was done at a time when there 
was no pile on the fields and no stalks of jute <ouid even he found. 
So the enmnitrators, inspectors and recorders had to relx on rumours 
and tales ot xillugeis for their recording work and the natural result 
was that m some places of which I ha\e peisomil knowledge, there 
Mms been imiccuruex in recording to the extent ot more than 50 per 
cent. — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are \ou finishing \oui speech on the third 
reading Y You hud better < online \ on? self to tlo* motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE : Sit, a tew words more and I will 
finish. 

Now, tlie (Wnt ion Partx iistdt is most prohaldx feeling that the 
recording has been a lane ami, therefore, there is an attempt to 
extend or give 21 d.ixs’ time so that there max he some correction in 
the remrds that were prepared last year. Kxcn after litis, tlie result 
will be oul\ 25 pei «ent. more correct and there will still remain 25 
per cent . inaccuracy in the icconU In a?i important matter like 
this, if there is to he regulation, im rease or den ease of the acreage, 
this 25 pei « cut inaccuracy will cause u wholesale failure in our 
regulation Therefore, when the record* ale likely to be 20 or 25 
per cent, inaccurate, after this year’s correction, the recording that 
has already been done, has been an absolute waste, and it has involved 
a loas of 7 lakhs of rupees of the pom tax-payers. 

Now, the best way of getting the co-operation of the Houfe has 
been spoiled by tlie Government it passing that measure of appointing 
V n ion Jute (Ynnmitlec in the teeth of opposition of thia aide of th# 
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House. The best alternative is now to take this House at least into 
confidence and pet the co-operation of this House so that at least to a 
certain extent, the mistake committed before may be rectified, and the 
beet method of getting the support and willing co-operation of this 
House would be to elect the members by the members of this House 
itself and the single transferable vote will give the new advisory body 
the respective strength of the parties here. We do not say that we 
represent the jute-growers more than anybody else, but we represent 
them Equally and therefore if all those who are here if they elect a 
body by means of the single transferable vote, that hod> will reflect 
the voters at least if not all the jute-growers of Bengal. 

Coming to the amendment Nos. 144-4(>, the amendment* tabled by 
the European (tioup, I must vehement l\ oppose them. But to our Utter 
surprise we find that the Hon'lde Mr Tami/.uddin Khan has tabled 
an amendment, No. *107. to the same effect That is an abject 
surrender on behalf of the Mmistei to the European interest. Accord- 
ing to the single transferable \oie svMetii*, if the hod\ is to be Jo and 
not 11, thi* Kuiopeaiis cannot e\en e\pe« t to get more than l? sisits in 
tliat bods , hut in a bod\ ol 11, it is being ptoposed h\ the Iton’ble 
Mmistei to gise as mans as 4 seats tn them. E'en the number of 

seats that has been given to them m this House is preposterous As has 
recent Is i trn pointed out 1*\ Mahatma tiamlhi; the Britishers do not c 
reijtuie arii piotistion b\ tliis House They have theii own bayonets 
<>i (lies can hire Indian haxouets to protect their interest. If that is 
not sufficient for tliem, sotes a ill not he sufficient to protect their 
interest. One of the points of imperialism, one of the greatest 
obstacles to our attaining independence is the European vote here. 
We are told that the Britishers an* fighting foi democracy, and w<i 
are asked to support the Wai to sa\e democracy But where is 
democracy h How mans t.uiopeun- an* here m Bengal to get 30 
seats in this House and 4 seats in the Adwsors Committee f* I say 
it is absurd, ami it is still more absurd when this profmsnl « nines from 
an llon’hle Minister like Mr. Taiinxuddiri Khan who was once one of 
the leader* of the Krishak Proja Harts 

We know that these Europeans have been putting forward all sorts 
of stories and bogie# and fallacious arguments to prevent any step 
being taken to secure letter price* i<>? jute by the » ultivutor#, They 
say that if the prices go# high, substitutes would come. But for 
last 2A years we have lieen hearing of substitutes; but they are 
nowhere to hi* seen, not at least in any appreciable degree, to c hallenge 
the supremacy and monopoly of jute in the world. 

Than they have been talking that peasants are already getting 
sufficient price, and in comparison yith the production of paddy, they 
are getting very* fabulous price for jute. All these we knoi^ in 
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absolutely false. We have known through the Jute Enquiry Com- 
mittee that the jute cultivators do not get in most cases even the coat 
of production. All these have been deliberately propagated but the 
so-mlled popular Government of to-day are forced into such a jw>sition 
as they have either to accept their suggestions or go to the wilderness. 

Sir, 1 cannot understand why there should be sudden departure 
from what has been passed in the Select Committee. I can quite 
understand, the European members pressing for more seats because 
everybody wants more vote. Hut when the proposal comes from the 
llon'ble Minister, it i- nothing sltort of a betrayal of the interests of 
the jute-growers. 

Sir, I would like to say one word about the jute-growers for whom 
representation has beer, demanded in the amendment moved by 
Mr. Charu Chandra Hoy. It has been said elsewhere why should the 
jute-growers get representation there}’' I *»ay that if the jute mill- 
owners, the balers and the shippers can come with a proposal tor 
4 seats, certainly the 8 lakhs and odd jute-workers can at least want 
4 times or 10 times as many scuts as the European community like 
to have. 1 will just drow what it comes to. hive crores of maunds ot 
jute are approximately grown in 1 hoi gal which it the price is as it is 
prevailing now at the rate of IN. 15 per maurid will be ulwmt 75 
crores. Hut out ot the '{ crores of maunds of jute tile price ot the 
manufactured hessian or the gunny will Im* approx imateh double, 
f.e., alKHit 540 crores. So '1 lakhs of people are producing wealth to 
the extent of 45 crores, r.c., they arc producing wealth worth about 
IN. 1,50(1 per loud. So taking the contribution of the -t Jlakbs 
of jute-workers to the production of wealth, it is surprising that 
anybody should challenge that they should not get representation or 
that they should get representation less than the jute mill-owners. 
You cannot also claim more representation on the score of capital 
that has l>een invested. That capital has been many times paid up. 
The workers have fully compensated the (capital long ago and therefore 
you cannot make any further claim. So on the basis of democracy 
you cun only claim whatever seats you r an have. I am not bringing in 
the question of nationalisation, but I do bring m the question of 
rationalisation of the jute industry. The Europeans cannot claim 4 
seats out of 11. Those 4 vote** will uot be really 4 votes only as the 
Kitwpean members sitting here know very well. Those 4 votes will 
be the stumbling block to anything advantageous to the jute-growers 
because they stand to lose the most by auy improvement of the condi- 
tion of the jute-growers. As I have already said, I do Hot blame 
them, but I do blame anybody of this province who supports that 
measure or who stands against the interests of the jute-growen or 
the jpte- workers. 
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I thank, nowever, the European members for tabling amendments 
Nos. 162-64. These are exactly the difficulties that are experienced 
were experienced in the Jute Enquiry Committee. We do uot get 
the facts, we do not get the figures, we do not get the necessary 
documents. We cannot go anywhere near the jute mill area. The 
ordinance will keep us away. 1 hope, this proposal, as it has come 
from them will he passed, and l welcome it. 

MflUlvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would like 
to speak a few words on behalf of my party. 1 beg to support the 
amendment moved bv my friend Mi < ha ru Chandra Roy . Iweause 1 
consider that the committee contemplated, it it materialises, will he 
one of the most important bodies m Bengal Speaking of this com- 
mittee the Hon’ hie Mr. Suhruwurdv in hi** tinanee speech stated that 
in order to ascertain the best ways and means of ‘-editing this object 
(meaning the guiding of the j>eusantr\ id Bengal), an expert com- 
mittee ''ill shortly he appointed to winch will la* entrusted a matter 
only less important to the prosperity of the province than that now 
under enquiry b> the Land Revenue Commission- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Sarkar. is t fiat your interpretation Y 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 am quoting from the Budget 
Statement of Mr. Swhruw ard\ . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I am asking i*. are von thinking that the 
committee is being constituted under this Act? 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Ye*, Sir. I am quoting a few 
lines of that statement : 

“Government have now definitely embarked on a policy of com- 
pulsory control of jute production, us they feel that the agriculturist* 
should be given adequate guidance to enable them to secure a profit- 
able return. In order to ascertain the best ways and means of securing 
this object, an expert committee will shortly 1 m* appointed to which 
will l>e entrusted a matter only less important to the prosperity of the 
province than that now under enquiry by the I .and Revenue Coni- 
mission.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou can argue like that I cannot help it 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: However, Sir, if it la* not that 
committee, the committee contemplated by this amendment will be 
a very important one, but its constitution is going to be made in a 
queer way. 1 challenge the Hon’ole Minister to show whether in 
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this province there is any important body of which he knows in which 
all the mem hern are appointed by the Government. If we look into 
the constitution of all important bodies, we shall find that they at 
best follow a mixed procedure — some members appointed by nomina- 
tion and some are elected. But here, the members of the committee 
are going to be appointed b\ the Government. 

Further. Sir, I submit that the principle enunciated in this amend- 
ment of the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture goes directly against the 
principle of t lie Government of India Act, IMo. In that Act we find 
that in the Legislature of this province no provision has been made 
about nomination, and if an important bod\ like this committee is 
constituted in that way, I submit, Sir, that it will pro direct l \ against 
the principle of the Government of India Act. It is the principle 
nowadays to muke all bodies democratic. The British Government are 
supposed to fight for democracy, but here in Bengal *e find that 
democracy is going to be trampled upon and all the members of an 
important bod\ like the committee contemplated are going to be 
appointed by Government. 

\\ ith these words, Sir, I oppose the motion ot the Hon’hle Minister 
and support the amendment moved h\ m\ friend Mr. Churn Chandra 
Hoy. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 beg 
to oppose the amendment of Mr. Churn Chandra Hoy. ( A Congress 
member: ‘Good! good ! ) I find that many honourable members 

opposite have a morbid desire to indulge in unreal criticism, and it is 
very difficult to deal with unreal things like that. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of information, Sir. 
What about the Central lute Committee Y 

Thi Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have hardly begun, and 
my honourable friend is interrrupting me. (Laughter.) 

Nlr. SPEAKER: Don t ask questions about unrealities. 
(Laughter. ) 

*Tb§ Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Anyone who has thought 
over the matter cannot miss the fact that this body is going to be an 
expert body, because they will have to advise the Government as to 
what should l>e the extent of reduction or expansion of a particular 
year’s jute crop; and those from whom Government can expect to get 
this advice must be conversant v|ith the facts regarding the world 
demand of jute and various other things. Unless that committee is an 
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expert committee, what kind of advice will they be able to give to 
Government? (At this stage Babu Narendra Narayan Chakravcrty 
made an interruption.) 

Sir, my friend Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar has said that Government 
is giving the go-bye to the principle of democracy. 1 have already 
stated, Sir, that the meuiber4*bn this side of the House have not brains 
enough to understand the implications of his statement. (Maulvi Ant? 
Hussain Shikar: I am sorry for it!) He says that everywhere such 
^ committees are either wholly elected or at least partly elected. I 
challenge Mr. Aim Hossain Sarkar to show that an expert advisory 
committee is ever elected. 1 beg to submit. Sir, that he has put 
forward an absurd proposition from which any sane man cannot but 
differ. (Maulvi Anr Hossain Smikvh: A sane man also requires some 
understanding ! > Members on the opposite, particularly Mr Sibnuth 
Banerjee, said that Kurojxuin representation is being increased (Mr 
Sinwru 1U\I iuh : ]h> you challenge it?) "What is tin* representation? 
Representation of pucca balers, kutcha baleis, shipj»er> oi jute and 
aNo representation of manufacturers. At present the mnjoiit\ of tliem 
are no doubt Europeans. but they are not nil Europeans It is absurd 
to sax that we are gixing ineren-ed representation t < » Europeans. (An 
Opposition member: “Why so?”) If my friend will listen to me, he 
will find that there are four rafetrones ot people who art' < a oiicerned 
with jute, and I think 

(At this stage Balm Narendra Namxan Chakravertx made another 
interruption t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr t liakraxertx. I am airaul \ > »u are making too 
many inten options ! haxe aheadx *ii\«*n um a warning 1 his is 
not the wav m which Parliament < an function at all, (f mu do not 
want it to function, surely this is not (he method that \<m have to 
proceed If you want t < * partoipute in the debate, you must under- 
stand each other’s xiews. Imt exerv time the Hon’hle Minister is speak- 
ing you are obstructing him You will have your chance at the time 
of the third reading I hope \ou will allow the flori hie Minister to 
proceed without any further interruption 

The Hort’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Then, Sir. it has been 

said that the Ministry has proved rerkle-- l*v giving a go-bye to the 
recommendations of the Select f'omnnitee I fail to understand, $ir, 
how the recommendations of the Select (’onnnittee are being given a 
go-bye. The Select Committee recommended that there should he 
three representatives of those people The pre#ent proposal i# that 
there nhoiild be four and, at the same time. Government is proposing 
that the representative# of the jute-grower# will he correspondingly in- 
creased by one. Therefore, Sir, in Substance the proposal of the 
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Government is the same as the recommendation of the Select Com- 
mittee. On the other hand, the proposal that my friend Mr. Charu 
Chandra Roy has put forward for constituting an Advisory Board goes 
against the recommendation of the Select Committee, because nowhere 
in the Select Committee’s report will he find that the members of this 
Board should be so many as Mr. Roy is %w recommending or that they 
will be elected at all. I submit, Sir, that the amendment of Mr. Roy 
Cannot be supported from any point of view, and I oppose the same. 

There is another point. Mr. Premhari Barma has movej^ two-* 
amendments. I oppose them, and l need not say anything further 
regarding those amendments than what 1 have said already. 

There is one amendment by Mr. Morgan, namely, amendment 
No. 140, to the effect that “in clause OB ( 1 ) (a), line 2, after the 
word ‘Government’ the words ‘who shall be an official’ be inserted/” 
That amendment also 1 oppose, because the Chairman will be the Gov- 
ernment representative on the Board and therefore there is no necessity 
for this amendment whatsoever. Most likely he will be an official, 
but the road is not closed to a non-official being elected aH Chairman if 
one is found to be fit for discharging the duties of the Chairman of the 
Board. 

There is unother amendment, namely, amendment No. 1(12 So tar 
as that amendment is concerned, it is parti) acceptable to Government. 
This amendment says that after clause 6B (2) the following new 
sub-clause be added, namely: — 

”(,'!) the Advisory Board shall have such functions and powers to 
compel attendance of witnesses ami production of documents 
as may l>e prescribed.*’ 

But I am not in favour of a part of it in so far as it seeks to leave the 
functions of the Boards to be decided or prescribed by rules, for that 
goes against all recognised principles of legislation. The functions 
of any Board cannot l>e left to be decider! by rules by Government later 
on. If any function has to be laid down for any Board this had better 
be defined by a suitable provision in the body of the law. Therefore, 
Sir, if you permit me I would like to move a short-notice amendment 
outright, or if you are not disposed to permit me to do that, 1 may put 
in an amendment to-morrow. I have an amendment ready. My amend- 
ment i a to this effect that, so fax as the power of compelling the attend- 
ance of witnesses and the production of documents is concerned, that may 
be left la t>e decided by rules. There is no objection to that, but lo 
far a« tne duties and functions of the Board' are conoernedr our pro- 
posals are that they should be defined in the Act itaelt, I would 
briefly * 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that Mr. Morgan s amendment with a 
slight modification will meet your purpose, namely, that the Advisory 
Boards shall have such powers to compel attendance of witnesses and 
production of documents as may he prescril>ed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Well, Sir, that meet* my 
purpose only partly. I would also like U> say that so fur as their 
duties are concerned, we nun also include that and define that in the 
fcodv of the Act 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As late as this staged 1 think 1 cun hardly allow 
that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think. Sir. on 
principle you are quite entitled to say that, hut their duties are of a 
simple character. Then my amendment would read thus: The duties 
of the Advisory Boards shall l>e to advise the Provincial Government 
in respect of matters refererd to them in section 7 and to advise the 
Provincial Government in regard to un\ matter which may lie referred 
to them by the Provincial Government from time to time. 

Mr* 8PEAKER: After all, the report of the Select (Vunmittee had 
been with the Government for a \«*r\ long time An omission of this 
important character should not have been allowed m remain unnoticed 
for such a length of time. 1 quite realise that there is a defect in the 
present draft, namely, that you lone constituted an Advisors Board 
but \ on have not defined its functions except in section 7 | have 

noticed that in almost every legislation it has here become the practice 
at tlie last *tage to put in things like this, and this jnnH ire is becoming 
too frequent. (Dr. Nalimkkiu S*M “Oi rathei h< unda!ou* ”> Had 
it not been a very important Bill, had 1 not known that this Bill affects 
the poor jute-growers very vitallv. I would not have allowed these last- 
minute amendments. Had it not lieen for this reason I would not have 
done so, but 1 may tell you that it is against all parliamentary practice 
and procedure. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May 1 submit. Sii, that if we 
get last-minute amendments like those our past experience shows that 
at the end we find that these last-minute amendments arc not in con- 
sonance with the other provisions of the Bill: there is always this diffi- 
culty; and particularly We should have notice with regard to tbwae 
matters so that we can also consider <he**» amendments in all their 
bearings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to pro* ia an 
amendment not to this clauae but to put in an altogether new clause 
defining the functions of the Provincial Board. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we submit, Sir, in view of 
the pronouncement you have made and the repeated mistakes of this 
character, that Government should consider the desirability of appoint- 
ing a suitable Indian officer with judicial exj>ericence, as draftsman, 
because it appears that the present officers have all failed to help 
Government in drafting Bills in a proper manner!' 

Mf. SPEAKER. Order, ordei. Now what J suggest is th»* th* 
Hon’ble Minister put in another amendment as Clause C(\ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I would make my 
position clear. So fur as my proposed amendment to define the duties 
of tile Board is concerned, 1 do not consider this amendment to be 
as essentia) one. Therefore, I am not unwilling to omit that, because 
we ha\e already got in the Bill a provision that the Board will advise 
Government as to the extent of the regulation. Therefore, as to the 
power of the Board to give advice regarding matters referred to them, 
that will work automatically without there being any piovision like 
this. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 know ,nat. When \ou aie passing an .id you 
may make some provision without legislative authority under your 
rule-making powers But if there is a statuton bod\ without such 
power, then that body can only be utilized for a statutory, purpose. It 
is quite ojven to Government to ntiotill them in any othei matter, 
uud 1 think it is the parliamentun piatlwe that in case you intern! that 
body to ho utilized tor a comprehensive purpose then there must l>e 
some section to that effect But it you tell me that you propose to 
consult the Board not merely as legards pioportmn. but also in other 
matters that Government might place before them, well, if that is 
your intention then I must .say that it becomes much wider than what 
it is in the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: you have said, Sir, 

it \ou want me to give fresh notice, I shall do that 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 should h u\e ordinarily thought that when a 
Bottl'd or » body has been constituted, there wfre bound to appear Rome 
sections in the Act which aie essential for the existence of that body, 
namely, their tenure, the method of their election or nomination, and 
their fusions. 

TN Hon'bfo Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, all these can be deter- 
mined by rule*. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: But you have nowhere said that the function* of 
the Board shall be determined In rules ! 

TN Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact. Sir, 
my honourable friend is moving this amendment, and that at short 
notice, in order to make that point clear. Everybody in this House 
mu st admit that it is a matter of some importance The question is 
^TlR^uestion of procedure — how this can 1 h* done There can la* no 
difficulty if this matter is considered later on. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not saying that. Perhaps the Hoii'ble the 
Chief Minister has misunderstood m\ point. M\ point is that we have 
seen of late that there are so main short-notice amendments, because 
the draft is not complete. If Government will please calculate how 
many short-notice amendments I have had to admit because of defective 
drafting, they will find that theie have been (nought forward numerous 
amendments at short notice to rectify defects in their original drafts. 
In the present case you have ((instituted a Board but have not defined 
its functions, which is intended to t»e done now* at almost the last 
stage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. it is not unusual 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ma\ I point out. Sir, that even print- 
ing mistakes were not noticed at the beginning 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, if every sentence that is 
uttered on this side of the House is interrupted or contradicted from that 
side of the Hcfune, then it is impossible for us to proceed. It is not 
necessary that whatever wc sa\ fioin this side should be contradicted by 
that side. Therefore. I appeal to you, Sir. that all <he%«* running com- 
ments on our speeches he not allowed. 

Now, Sir, what I vva- submitting is this: Ii is true that short-notice 
amendments are being put in in large numbers As you yourself have 
pointed out, it is « Bill of such importance that some relaxation of the 
rules should be allowed, and you haw* been pleased to do so. It is 
nothing unusual. Sir, for defects in he found in a Bill which has been 
drafted under great pressure of time, and which is presented beforu.the 
House under extraordinary circumstances Therefore, I do not think 
anyone in this House would object to short-notice amendment- being 
brought up if they improve matters, because we are ait agreed that we 
should make this Bill something which will lienefit the cultivators. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To avoid this, ^ think that the best thing would be 
to take out for the time being amendments No*. Uj 2-£«L staiuhng^n the 
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name of Mr. Morgan and keep them pending and allow the Hon’ble 
Minister to move by a short-notice amendment a new clause defining the 
functions of the Board. ^ 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: May we know, Sir, when this 
amendment is to be taken up? 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Do I understand, Sir, that the Hon’ble Mk^S?**** 
will move an amendment in which he thinks that his wording will be 
better than mine ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us hope so. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Or perhaps he would only introduce some ohanges 
in phraseology ! 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With these few words, Sir, 
1 oppose t lie amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 had better put Mr. (’hum Chandra Boy’s amend- 
ment first, for that is practically the crux of the Opposition demand. 

The motion of Mr. ('hum (’handra Roy that for paragraph (r) of sub- 
clause (/) of clause (ill the following la* substituted, namely : — 

“(c) nine members to la* elected by the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and two members to be elected by the 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council by the method of 
single trnnsferrable vote to represent the jute-growers and 
the workers in the jute mills of Bengal," • 

was then put and a division taken with the following result: - 


AYES Si 


AMal lUUr PtfvM, Mr. M*. 
AIM W«M, 

AN MmmHi ItrkM, Maalat, 
AMI fart, Mr. ■«. 

AMU KIM, Mr. Ayai. 
AMflwNt* A»«M, Mr. 
•MMH, Mr. P. 

•mmv}I, Mr. t«ty« Prtf*. 

Mr. Ittntl. 


»aM, Mr. laral OkuN 
CMfcraMrty, lUr NartMra Irriytt. 
CAattafathyay, Mr. MartMia. 
ttaaftart, ftai NtfiMn IMA. 


Dm lapu, laN A UpMn AML 
Dm Ml Irtjat AanMn AM. 


KaniM, laM ll|Mi Nui 

lamM, mm A nn 

•aaa, Mr. laatMl Iras. 



Datta, Mr. Uliair. 

Malta MaaaaNar, Mr. Mianaia. 
laMMat Nafaa, Rati. 

ANm, Mr. AM RftoMa. 
A artir ARaai, Mr. 
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M •* hri - 

Kaaar, Mr. Atari MiMrt 
MX*, Mr. Wdkttka H*k. 

Maw. Mr. Hlkaaja OdkftfU 
Mattra, Mr. ftaraadra Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kaaitr. 
H^sarfar/Mn. Haaaprava. 

Mai. Mr. Iswar MMtai 
Hasdai, Mr. Aartta La. 

Hasdai, Mr. dafasdra Natk. 
^MVBariUfr. Krttkaa Prasad. 

Mtsirazxaatas Iriasnkadi, Maalaaa Mtf. 
H— kat Hasaa, Mr. 

■skarji, Mr. Oklrasdra Rarayas. 
MskbsrJ— , Mr. ■. 


Mefckacji, Or. Iltfll man 
Maritrk, Irijat Asfcstssk. 
Raskar, Mr. Maa ftkaadra. 

R a stir add) a Akasd, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara ftkaadra. 

Key, Mr. Kitkart Pati. 

Ray, Mr. MaaaMka RMk. 
laayal, Or. NaHaafctka. 
laayal. Mr. tasaaka Iskka. 
Isa, Mr. Atal Ckaadra. 
Ikaksdaii, Mr. 

Ikasisaddia Akasd, Mr. M. 
lisfka, Oaks lUkrira Rdl. 
liaka, Irijat Maaladra tkataa. 
lar, Mr. Har—dra Kaasr. 


MOEt-111 


AfcdalNaftx.Mr.Mina. 

Afcdal Naksaa, Mr. 

Afcdat Nakia. Maalvi. 

Afcdal Hakla VlkraaparJ, Maalvt Hd. 
Akdal Kadsr, Mr. (alias Lai Ntafc) 

Afcdal Karia. Mr. 

Afcdal Majid. Mr. lysd. 

Afcdal Wakafc Kkaa. Mr. 

Akdal Nafcaan, Kkaa ftakadar A. r. M. 
Afcdar Rakaan tlddifci. Mr. 

Akdar Rasckid Msfcassd. Mr. 

Akdar Raskssd, Maalvi Md. 

Afcdar Raat. Kkaa lakik Maalvi I. 


Akdar Raxxak. Maalvi. 
Afcdas Ikakasd. Maalfi Md. 


Afcdas aaaaaaa, k ^ - .. . 

AMdar Rasa Cfcasdfcary. Kkaa ftakadar Maahrt. 


Aka) Naskla. Maalvi. 

Aka) Qaataa, Maalvi. 

«**■ ■*’'■** 
Akasd Ali Mrtdka. Maalvi, 


Aataattafc, Kkaa takil.MasIvl. 
Aak Al* Mia. Maalal Md. 

Aaaaral Asia, Kkaa ftakadar Md. 
Aakralali. Mr. M. 

Aatad Naaaala Kkaa, Maalvt. 
ftadraddaja, Mr. ftftd. 

Iklapt, Wr Nsarf, ftart 
ftraara, Mr. A. O. 

•Sark, Mr. I. A. 


Rat lafcifc KkN ftkasaa. 


tdkar, Mr. Ilpairsssft. 
rarftad Haw ftfcsardksrj, Mr. M. 
rvlri»asKk«ssa, ftaftaa. « 

ratal Ns* tka Nsa'Ms Mr. A. ft. 


rraaak, Mr. ft. «. 
ftaaaa. Mr. ft. A. 
OrtMdks, Mr. ft. 


i Hafttaddla ftksadksri. Maalvi. 

Naaidaddia Akaad, Kkaa laklfc. 

Masaaaitaaiaa, Maaivi Md. 

| Hatksa All Kkaa, Kkaa ftakadar Maalvt 
Hat* mail? Jaaadar. Kkaa laklfc Maalat. 

Hay# sad. Mr. Raftri. 

Hsadry, Mr. David. 

Mirlxsi, Mr. M. A. f. 

Idris Akasd Mia, Maalvi. 

dalaladdia Akaad. Kkaa ftakadar Maalvt. 

Kafciraddia Kkaa, Kkaa ftakadar Maalvt. 

Ksaaadf. Mr. I. ft. 

Maftiaddl* Akasd. Or. 

Maftiaddla Akasd. Maalvt. 

Maliaddia Cksadkary, Maalvt. 

Mafvirv. Mr. L. T. 

Hasdai. Mr. ftaakv ftskarl. 

Maadat. Mr. ftiral ftkaadra. 

Hasdai, Mr. dafat ftkaadra. 

Mariadia, Mr. P. d. 

| RHss, Mr. ft. W. 
j Millar, Mr. ft. 

Makaaassd Ali. Kkaa ftakadar 
Msktia Ali, Mr. Md. 

M#r(aa, Mr. ft., ft.1.1. 

Mariaai AU Mstofc. Maalvt. 

Mauaiassl H*a, Maalvi Md. 

| Maks si and At sal, Kkaa laklfc MaMvt Iffcd. 

Makaaiaiad Ifcraklai. Maalvi. 

M aka si si ad Itk—as, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiad Isratt, Maalvi. 

Mstfisk. tka Msa'Ms Mr. Makasda ftsksry. 

NaAiek. Mr. PaRa ftskary. 

Masfcarraff MHUis, tka Naa*i»a Itvri, Kkaa 
fta kadsr. 

MasUfawal Naftsa. Mr.ftytd. 

Msstsfs AH Haas, Maalvi. 
toady, tka Hsa^Ma Maktraja Wdikssdnd at 
dasriaikstar. 


ft— rad d ts, Mr ft. 
tort—, Mr. II. ft. 
Baikal, tka toadda 
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4§*n4*» Ak«K, Mr. 

UtfiM* Almi M»Jf. 

SMto, Hr. I. A. 

Icrtor, Bali NalknMia. 

Baum, Mr. ft. M. 

Mrsjal Mm, Mr. 

IteMMaii, Mr. Kk»*|«. ft. ft. i. 
IkamiMli Atari KMrtkar, Mr. 
Iftaatal Hafta, Mwlm. 

•Iriar, ftih UHa Mirii 


laiHfe, Mr. M. ftraftaat 
Stark. Mr. A. F. 

Itavaa, Mr. 4. W. ft. 

Sikrawartjr, Mm Maa'Mt Mr. N. ft. 
TaaitxvMia Kfeaa, tfta Maa’Mt Mr. 
Tatel Akaitft Ctaatkary, Maahrt Hajl. 
Wtlktr, Mr. 4. ft. 

Wtlktr, Mr? W. A. H. 

WhHtbttS, Mr. ft. ft. 

Vaurf All ftkaatfkary. Mr. 


The Aye* being (Mi ami the Noes Id the motion wins lost. 


The motion of Mr. Birendru Ki, shore Hon Choudhun t hat for clause 
6B(/), the following he substituted, namely: — tt 

“till. (/) The Provincial Government .shall constitute an Advisory 
Board which ahull consist of- 

(ri) the Minister in charge of Agriculture, and 

(b) eiglit members appointed by the Provincial Government accord- 
ing to rules framed by the same authority for the purpose and 
the Minister in charge of Agriculture shall he the Chairman 
of the Advisory Board.’' 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that in clause GB(/j (o), line 2, after 
the word “Government" the words “who shall he an official” be 
inset teil. was put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that in Mib-clntise (/) of clause C.B, 
for paragraph (b). the tollowing be substituted, namely: 

“(b) four members appointed b\ the Provincial Government to 
represent te^pectively the manufaet urers, puna lialers. 
kutcha balers and shippers of jute in Bengal, and" ; 

was then put and ngieed t«*. 

The motion of Mr Muqhul Hossain that in clause tiB(/>(b). line 1, 
for the wort! "three" the word “one" be substituted, was then put and 

lo«t. 

* 

The motion of Babu Premban Banna that for clause t>B(/» U ) the 
following be substituted, tunnel \ : — 

*'(e) ten members, two from each division, elected by the members 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, representing their 
respective divisions,” 


w»ft then put and lost. 
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The motion of Babu Preiuhari Burma that for clause 6B(7)(c) the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“(r) five members, one from each division elected by (he respective 
members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly of each, 
^division,” * 

j^Uymt and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that in clause i»B(/) \c) 
for the words “five members appointed by the Provincial Government id 
represent the growers of jute in Bengal” the words “five members —one 
from earh Division of the Province elected by the members of th© 
Bengal Assembly from amongst themselves to represent the growers of 
jute in "Bengal” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr Tamizuddin Khan that in nub- 
clause (I) of clause f)B, in paragraph (r> for the word “fixe” the word 
“six’’ be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr Marjbul llossain that in clause GB</)(r), line 1, 
for the words “five members appointed by the Provincial Government'* 
the words “seven members elected b\ the members of the Bengal Ijegia- 
lative Assembly” be substituted, was then put and lost 

The motion of Mr llumizuddin Ahmed that in clause f»B( />(<*», line 
1, for the words “appointed bv the Provincial Government” the words 
"elected by Legislative Asscmbh b\ means of single transferrable vote" 
he substituted, was then put and lost 

The motion of Mr Pr emhun Banna that in clause (>Bt«) f . in line 4, 
after the word “prescribed” the woids “b\ rub s made with tin* approval 
of the Legislature” be inserted, was then put and lost 


Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr Morgan’s amendment will be treated as a fresh 
amendment 1 am leaving out clause (*B. and 1 will not put it till the 
new draft comes in So all the amendments except that of Mr Morgan 
are disposed of 


Now that we have finished clause b, rould we take up amendment 
No. To for discussion to-day and not for voting u We will continue to- 
morrow so that different points of view might be discussed in the House. 
Thin is a very important amendment and what 1 am anxious about in that 
there should be some debate to ascertain the views of the different 
sec t ion* of the House on this amendment. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, a* amendment wm m «ftir 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have no objection if it b* taken up to-morrow. 
What I propone to-morrow is that whatever ifiay be the nature of the 
other amendments, we take up amendment No. 75 for the purpose of dis- 
cussion and carry it over the next day. 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If it is taken up to-day, it 
tnay be finished to-morrow. 


Mr. SPEAKER: What I fear is that amendment No. 75 may not be 
finished to-morrow as we are anticipating. That is one clause op which 
it is likely that the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan or somebody else will 
put a little push here and a little push there. So in order to give 
opportunity to both sides of the House to discuss the matter thoroughly 
among themselves and come to a conclusion, we will take up discussion 
to-morrow and continue it , till the next day. What 1 propose to-morrow 
is that we first finish all the other clauses and then begin discussion on 
amendment No. 75 at about 7-15 p.m. and continue till 8 p.in. and carry 
it over on Mondin for final decision. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The voting of demands will 
be taken up on Tuesday next. 


Mr. SPEAKER • Now we cun take up clause 7 and finish as much of 
it us possible. 


C lau<e 7. 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 8. 

*Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that clause 8 (!) 
be omitted. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas 
T t s y t R , Sir, irwt crc* s*nt ptux move w«ra nrfat 

M ft SPEAKER: vta* m *n 
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Mr. DHIRENORA HATH DATTA: Mr Shaker. Sir. I Wjr to 
move that in clause 8 </>. lines lit and '.'ll, the words ‘ and on payment 
of such fee, if any, not exceeding four annas for every acre of the land 
specified in the lii'ence” be omitted 

Bftbu 8YAMA PR08AD BARMAN! Sn, i to move that in 
jluune 8 (/>, lines 19 ami 20, for the words beginning with “on pay- 
Sen^if such fee” and ending with “in the licence” the words “fro* 
>f charge” W substituted. 

The Hon’bie Mr# TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* Sir, 1 beg to move that* 1 
he first proviso to cluuse 8 (/> be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in the second proviso to clause 8, line 1, 
the word “further” be omitted 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEEs Sir, I beg to mn\e that in cluuse 8 
(i), lines 19 and 20, for the word** “ami on payment of such fee, if any. 
not exceeding four an iiu* for even acie of the laud specified in the 
licence ’ , the words “free of all charges’* In* substituted 

Mr, DHIRENORA NATH DATTA! Mr Speaker. Sir, the object 
of this amendment is that there should mu be an\ fee at all. The jute- 
growers alieud\ pax taxes m the shape ot pile dutv and the\ should 
not he further taxed m the shape of In ence I flunk Government will 
agree iliat the jute-growers, the t diets ot the sod fit Bengal, are already 
overburdened and the tact cannot be questioned that out of 10 or I ft 
CTores of nipecs that is lealised a- the te\etuie of the t to\ ei ninent of 
Bengal, more than 8 crote- of tupees ate paid h\ the (tilers of the soil 
of Beugal. But they do not get the benefit of the administration in 
proportion to the ummint of revenue the\ contribute to the provincial 
exchequer. I hope that we all agree irrespective of the party or group 
to which w# belong that the tillers of the sod of Bengal should not 
further taxed. 

With these few word* I beg to place the motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. CIA8UODIN AHMED! *lKf3 Nit* 4$ 8TTO? 

cun* fan mifl nr cum erf i ^*^T?r imt wms tor n ir**rti 

iWHt nrScriTir tax e* fai tax m cam tof ci iyfflHi nrci 

crofnt wWtr irw? fm? snt c rot wtw nmf rt n 

OR* TOTOldl fTO In? tax RR Iff Primary education RifTI 
nCR IRTOUtt education ee*» TO ciT? fm primary 
education TOtT\Vt mfa «l fat «Ttl tmfm 

tmm w nro irfi, wrw nw fiat?? croi Irrr afi TOffw* nwr 
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fill?? WTWT? W?T H f TO iWT TO TO WT W WTO fe»*U? STWfWW fWWT SWT? TO 
TOtHCf i to* wwt to w ?TO fwn? $w? tax twtw t? srfwwt 

TOW? T? arr l CblfWTOft tax CTO WT?*f WTO TOT HTOH tax 

TOTO fTO?T TO WTO TOW TOW W? TOH ! TO dCS fTWCW? SC?3 SWWT? 
CHTCSt C? TO I ^<U?$ rrw? faCSW? W^?TO grTO; CfrtfWWT?, WWTWT? C?CWCTW 
TICS CTCW? Wt?TW WTTOS WSTT? W^f??T 5? l WTW?T HHRH a? Housed demand 
WTO dCWfr W TO TO revenue WTO Cblfwm?. wifTHTOfl W5W 

Wh ‘TfW^W'S afro CWT'C&fr WWTCTOr W? TO i 

t TO TOTOWCW? 5TTO HTOI TOTO 5r*f^-W?R WWT WTCfr? $W ? faTO TO I 
at TO-TO faTOW WTO* fro TOTO fTOH $WT tax WWTCTO WVW CTTCTWl 
d?-CCT? WWTT? TO far; TOT WTO TO *f? WT1 aTOCHf WTW?T STWR W Select 
Committee? CWTOCW? f TO W^SW WTO note of dissent fTOCH > 

cTOt cwfwc? fwcrcT? toto Sswrt TO cro w?<cwc«$? o wTO &twt? Sw? to t?i 
*tcw* wfw TO fa?*sw? ?fa for; tot? srcw? ?? tow cw* «t?TOt a* fro 

wTO frTTO fro twrr 5fa?i 

Wfa fWWCW? 5w? licence fee 6TTO 5? TO* TO TOW? wf?5'T? TO TO l 
TTOt WTfW WTTO Fit w W ?WW? Sn? licence fee WTO TOPWT 

CTOCTW a&T TOT^ WCTtfYW a?T TOTH I WTfw fflfw Coalition TO? WTO CTO? 
at licence fee? WTT31 TO? d?T Select (’ommitteel 5 ® TOW? f®TOT? CTO? 
note of dissent fWCTCTW W licence fee W? ??1 

*TC$t WTfw House a? TOT f?:wr wrfw W jute regulation CTO fl * fwc? 
fWCW? $W? CTO licence fee W? Sf6T? w? i 

WTt? WTWCWfl 8RJHT? TOf* W TOTOT TOW TOT? I 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: Sir, errs fro? w?«t wwwrn 
fTTO? $w? frrr:*? w? 5ttw wra wiTv-S wtto wnwcrw, a?t rtror fwfcp E rc?? 
?fTO TO WTTO WHT CTO I STW ?TTO? tFJ? d fTO ^ CTO^ CTO I 

a$W*f? cw f?W?T fro *TTTO 5TT; W!t 5T?T CT HTO WTJW a^’.TO? CW CHTCTO cw 
?? WTO WT9 ??; fTW? *T7?T CTO5 WTCTO a? *TTO 5TOT? I gT TTff l 

?ttw w?r? •tfwfw wnr to wrraTai wtto f ?»w? ^*qt? to. 

?lf?WW 6 WfST? TO r TOT??? SFCH? TOf ? t < T?T WT??k rjTCICT I 5TH f?? C T ? TC? 

?? CTTCW; TOTW? TTW? C'T^T. TTO. rm € ^1?*? «TTO WTW TOCTl 

WTOT ’TO’Tt? *TO Tf®T l^tTTO W TOT? STO*. TOT? t?TW. ?T^1? $W?fl frTW 
WgTC?. aw? C«W^T WTCTS CTOTO 3Tt f # 

^TTW *WTW fW\ W^l? TOT? ?f?T Kc? C?TWCT?, WTWTOW? 5w? WT? &TTW 

TC? ?n ^TTWT rnyr tow w?w wt? wt wrti to ^t? w?wt?1 w^&t?1:h? 

I ^ CWtSRT WTO? TO$? fffw TO WTW, WPTO? «; flCW? ?fw CWWT W ?Ttl 

ftin wrt wto w wto w*wVr?1 f??w tot to wwl? to wrwt ?w tot wrfw 

WTf? WTTO TOl« TOOqn WTTTO WTW r awj1 CTO TO WT1 CTO aw§T $T*T, df^T 

t Cf TO al WTO^fWCl TO TO?? *fw CWWTCWT CTOTOt Wf<CW^ Wfwft 
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flMMPPt crwRr c ro to mfa ?sa st me$? 3’asTsr ss. sm cs a$;§rWt afsf& 

{VTOTR ®TS OTRRT« ?sa SS. TOR fTO? afs CaTS S*S ST 3 TCTO &TS 

sms sn sl'arteacm* a* fa torem* to eferoeses* ®t® croe® me* sr 
cst *rs fseam nsHT Sms caTe? mtesm fro mro an ®nts at cr$e** 

cun*. fstonm canrf a*rs mto csn? *a*rat crests eanfi a «ntca*a 
amsm ea$ Huppurt eancss sr ; eanTfmrs mto es*s«ST si carta 
Wftafaa al fro wipport cants. Ta*$ arts challenge fata cat as*® 
gro ss to to arsr cwtsts to aro arr^ ara^. mrs met f*aw* f^armr as^r, 
" Tsc«Sr&a;s. cstet csto to ^7. tos tor se*r cm® stfI arfi. his fafTST 
as^r to mefa to to to fa si , nfs to to® css. rora arasn s® 1st 
5tts a?^s rot® stI) to *raT, w^stt. ms tov* ntsrsto eanrfa*ns mto 
®nto stf vr to i^storr* messes/ acmssn to* j-w eu axa tor m\ 
arST :inv$ \ to ton earn m*/ :? mram xo as f*a TOaras asare 
enrrn^ cane® snes si as* aTteam* to ^ $n $** arte*** ataaniT* anna®: 

stream 5Tsi m to ^ as :sr* fs;^t cm® me* ®n? aaesT from rts* wires 
st 1 qt< <r?toc ; $? a? tsro r a*n eve* s:h^ * *irsr tow? cvea arm® 
cares. atom? sifRR :sir- «rnw w*« UstcsiI toar*s a*s*t>n*t srs am 
a totr tofT? cs as cw< ?:s to c? nr:< st a srsml sn sr 1 
«ntcm^ f<p *T 4 T r;^£ tt ^mcm^s ® T :e « t esrs ^ *rs s-to^s 
wsn^srs'l s-t:^ < sr:3? :-^*t -;rt ^it fs^ <s«ns *t:^4 cw sn 

KjttT* crls al cT^r^ 5r^:<r*f :toT, to :ns s*2^s?rms<! ?R?rc<* toT*rt$T aar 
*to*r sr/ s / a^ress hsi^s <r:«4 

Mr. NIKUNJA BIHARI MAITI : ^to sst-r to at w «i*5ts 

mto msfsi r<ms «:ss 5m It^sr *toto nrsi *ri csl nn 

$TTT (^n«*ral nrlminHt ration r *i«r> sr :^tt< *(t 5 ^rsl^? S wj rT:n? ^srs fss; 

trju mess 1 31/^9 mm =t**»- mto :*rr zw < c^s as*5i css:< mlenm 

to *res — al mtem^ se? mwt ses* n^s to sen 1 c^sr a5T ass's sr j?«tI 
Sfaff 1 tores w atom frt? ^st nms ^ si? ^ crows emp^ «dwnses« w 
cro rrV «tto 5 to tor csrr< to ®:o» ^e?R to sw** cmre? 

mtoei “RPR* torn* sfims ISts^.s sr b to «rws ^»ost istosi 

eato^ n^TOR htow mto sto aero ero*< to at® st asm trow 
aim ensr^ toeis. Irr artsmm® fa s; * str s 4 to eare^r^ Mmrret 
arwralaa otT arto m^sTe®, a:ro c?f^ st *?h: ¥t«m wtero. srsrolsa 
at®ms toea ®i esmtero 1 amrr to wr# 1 vru esm emu c**r as 

pr TOf ; TOt wr to to wm? am st saTaiirres emrlw? at wca 
WFi 4 to aim «aro am emre caraes ro?r storraira «rj«ts carnft to ears 
st?3 fxaws at ta ema wsrrst® easi ftor® sfs es«rr mi c* atos 

a^aVntlm ^ fsr® sr tor aie9' «r? ro ** eren> cm? sr n mteam fa tots i 
roea me5r ro *r$m? sm ma« to to area st , rn^es fa sr cn atoit 
tot 1 fsrro asn'c'rt ws asr to caea jrar meas eas an tos gi to r i af® 

4 srron st mvt rttosi 



1*0 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[2$th 


Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like 
to stress one point only for the Hon’ble Minister’s consideration. The 
Bill is supposed to be conceived for the benefit of all persons concerned/ 
namely, the jute-growers, f lie jute-balers, dealers, shippers and all 
other persons connected with the trade. But I now see that to benefit 
all persons only the poor agriculturists are being taxed. What is the 
reason for this? Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly explain why he is 
taxing the poor agriculturists leaving aside jute mill-owners, shippers 
and all other persons having vested interests, and who are goin^^l^ 
benefited by this. Is it the principle to tax the poor people in order 
to benefit the rich or the* reverse* is the principle all the world over? 

I want an explanation from the Hon’ble Minister. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear,” from the Opposition Benches.) 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-53 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on „„ c *ath 

February. 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



* Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
voder the provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935* 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 29th February, 1940, at 445 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizm Haqck. 
c.i.e.) in the Chair. 10 lfon'ble Min istty-s and 220 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of Irupectors and Auditors of Co-operative Societies for 
the period from 1st April, 1937, up to date. 

•139. Khan Sahib HATEM ALLY dAMADAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of tin* Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleaded to lay on the table a statement 
showing- for the peiiod from Int April. HM7, up to dale— 

( i ) the total nurnl»er of Inspector* and Auditor* appointed; 

(it) the number of them promoted ; 

(in) the number appointed by direct recruitment ; and 
(t'r) the number of Muslim* with their names and addresses — 

(1) promoted, and 

(2> recruited from outside? 

(b) How many with names and addresses of those referred to in 
(a) (iv) belonged to — 

(i) non-agricultural #las* of Muslims; and 

(ii) agricultural clads of Muslims P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
Secretary, or any relation of any member of a Central Co-operative 
Bank, has been appointed as Inspector or Auditor? 
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MINUTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
MURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. MukumM> 
Mehary Mullick): (a) (»') Total number of Inspectors appointed 44, 
and total number of Auditors appointed 50. 

00 Appointed by promotion — Inspectors 18 and Auditors 10. 

(m) Appointed by direct recruitment— Inspectors 26 and Auditors 
40. 

(ir) Statements are laid on the Library table. 

(5) It is not possible to give exact figures; but a large number of 
them have their homes in villages. 

(r) No Secretary of any (Vntral Hank was appointed to either post; 

I have no information whether any of the individuals appointed or pro- 
mpted are related to a Director of any Central Bank. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 

{a) {n), will the Hon hh Minblci please *tatc hofr mans of the 
promoted Inspectors and Auditors were Scheduled Castes a nd how 
many of them were Muslims P 

Th« Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As it is a 

question relating to Muslims and not to Scheduled Castes, I think this 
question does not arise. 

Acceptance of the recommendations of the Bengal Jute Enquiry 
Committee of 1938. 

•140. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: on Has tbe attention of 
tin* Double Miiustei in »h a litre ot the Agriculture and Industries 
Department been diawn to the repoit of the Bengal Jute Enquiry 
Committee of IM8* 

{h) Do tli t* ( fovet nment ptopo.se to accept the recommendations of 
•the majority of xncmheis of that Committee? 

(<*'1 Is the llon’ble Minister aware- - 

<•' ,lm | ,l "• “ v, ' r »K>- jute-gron er'- ih.h.t to hold on the jute crop 
is very low ; 

Ui) that the jute-growers having -mull holdings have no such 
« power at all; « 

(in) that the major portion ot the jute crop of Bengal pusses out of 
the hands of the jute-growers every year hy the month of 
October ; and 

(«p) that the price of raw jute is kept depressed during the months 
of July to October? < 
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(d) Do the Government propose — 

(i) to fix the minimum price of every quality of raw jute; ant! 

(it) to set up a marketing- organisation for the purpose of having 
regulated markets with warehouses all over the jute-growing 
area of Bengal before the beginning of the next jute season ? 

(e) Do the Government propose to make financial arrangements for 
^jyjjanoing a jute-grower against the jute that he mav store in a ware- 
house? 

(/> If so, what financial anangemenU ha\e been made? 

( g > If no financial arrangement has yet been made will the llon'ble 
Minister 1 h* pleased to state what *tt*ps the Government projnwe to 
take for giving the best value of jute crop to a jute-giower during the 
coming months of .Tilly to October and for all time to come? 

ih > Is it a fact that there is a proposal before the Government for 
handing over the control of price of the taw jute to the Government of 
India or to somebody Mealed bv the latter Government? 

0) It so, will the Hon’tdc Minister be pleased to lay on the table — 
0) the details of that proposal; und 

(t/‘) the opinion of the Provincial Government thereabout? 

MINUTER in charga of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tha HofPbla Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Vet* Gov- 
ernment received the Commit tee’s Report on the it h December, 1939. 

[fn The report i> still under examination and I cannot nay at present 
what the final deuoons of Government will 1 m\ 

(cl (i t to < un Yes 

(tv) My information goes to show that this is not always the case. 
For example in 1937-3N the prn r of jute w as higher troin July to 
Oetober than at any other period of that season. I believe, however, 
that the tendency i*' for pri« es to he lower at the beginning of the 
reason than in the latter part thereof 

(d) (i> This is a question of considerable complexity which is 
receiving careful consideration in the light of the divergent views 
expressed in the Jute Committee’* Rej»ort. 

(it) The Bengal Agri»u)ttiral Produce Markets Bill introduced by 
me contains provisions that enable the setting up of regulated markets 
with or without warehousing facilities. That Bill is under examina- 
tion by a, Select Committee. As the member is aware, the progress 
made by the Select Committee so far doe* not warrant a hope that the 
Bill will pans through both Houses of the legislature during the current 
session. Every effort however will 1 la* made to expedite its passage. 
14 
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Without legislation no marketing organisation can be set up and even 
assuming such legislation, I am very doubtful if a decision to establish 
regulated markets with warehouses all over the jute-growing areas could 
he implemented before next jute season if a decision to do so were taken 
immediately, which is not the case. 

(e) The question of financial arrangements of the kind indicated 
can only he considered alter a definite scheme for warehousing has Wen 
evolved and such preliminary steps us, tor instance, fixation of grades 
and standards of jute had been completed. To consider it now^lUHJ^* 
be premature. 

( f ) and (?) Do not arise. 

(l/) For tin* crop of 1940 Government have decided to regulate the 
acreage of jute production with a view to prevent any serious fall in 
prices owing to overproduction, legislation to give effect to this deci- 
sion will come before this House very shortly; and you know, Sir, that 
legislation on the subject is already there. 

The action to he. taken in regard to the crops ot 194] and after will 
depend on the results of the examination of the Jute Committee’# recom- 
mendations and the success achieved in securing the co-operation ot all 
jute-growing province# and the interests concerned. 

(h) No such propositi has been made to this ( io\ eminent In the 
Government of India. I piesutne the memhei i*» alluding to certain 
tentative proposals placed before the Indian (Yntial Jute Committee 
for stabilising the price of ruw jute, t opics ot these proposals and 
copies of the proceedings ot a sub-committee ot the Indian Central 
Jute Committee which discussed them have been received by Govern- 
ment. So far as 1 know the matter rests there and I am not aware if 
the Indian Central Jute ('ommittee intend to make any recommenda- 
tions in this connection to the Government of India.* I assume that 
this Government us well as the Governments of other jute-growing pro- 
vinces will Ik* officially consulted m due course should any concrete 
proposals eventual 1\ materialise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA9: With reference to answer 
{(f) </), will the llon'hle Minister pleas** state how long has this 
question of the fixation of a minimum price for jute been under the 
consideration of Government? 

• TM Hoffblt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* For a very long time. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: la view of the answer to 
(d) (i), may l ask whether Government considers it desirable to 
accept the opinion of 19 members out of the 2*1 members of the Jute 
Enquiry Committee to the effect that a minimum price should be fixed 
for jute? * 
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Th« Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: I have ulrea.lv *aid, 
Sir, that the whole tiling is under the consideration of Government, 
and it would be premature to vi\ anything definite on this jsiint at 
present. 

Mr* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the lloit’ble Minister 
please enlighten the House, in \ iew of ii i s answer that the question of 
the fixation of a minimum price tor jute has been in the minds of the 
(tf Jj^ernment for a very long time, and al>o in view' of the fart that 
the majority of the members ot the .lute Kiiquirv (’ommitiee have 
recommended the fixation ot a minimum price for jute, as to how much 
hnigei time do Government prop..*** to take to nunc to a decision)* 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 cannot give aoy 
definite date or time, (ho eminent are watching ever\ tiling and steps 
will he taken l>v them to meet the exigenc y of any particular situation 
whenever such a sitmitmn arises. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
({/), in view of the fact that t ho eminent are going to regulate the 
product ion of jute for this simmiii, have (ho eminent considered 
it desirable to fix a minimum pine tor jute before the next season 
begins, sn that the jutc-j.'iowri*- ma\ j/ef a fairer pi ire? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir I have nothin* 
further to add to what I have nlmidt said on this point. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr Speaker, Sir, ! have got 

the answer that Government cannot give us ,»uy idea now when this 
question of the fixation of a minimum prii e for jute will he decider! 
by them, hut may I ask whether thev are taking some steps towards 
enabling tlu* jute-growers to get a tairei prue? f hoernment sa,\ that 
they are going to control the production of jute this season. May I 
not ask if Government will come to a decision before the next season? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. yes. they are con- 
sidering the matter. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Let the Hon’ble Minister for 
Agriculture give a reply to my question. Sir. 

» * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government mnnot 
make an answer as to what they may have to do a few months hence. 

It may uojt after all be necessary at anv time to fix a minimum price 
for jute. If it is necessary, and if it is feasible, Government will 
certainly do it. Just now I cannot say whether Government will fix 
a minimum price for jute, it months hence, or within a shorter time. 
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Mr. owntNDRA NATH BISWAS: No, no, 1 want that assurance. 

In view of Government's anxiety to enable the jute-growers to get a 
fairer price, have Government considered it desirable to decide upon 
the fixation of a minimum price before the next season begins? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am putting a positive 

question, Sir, as to when the fixation of a minimum price will be 
decided upon. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou can easily understand from what Govern- 
ment is doing just now as to how tar they are willing to go in this 
patter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mv question is, Sir, whether 
Government are in a position to assure us that they are going to 
decide this quest ion before the next season commences? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 find Mr. Biswas that you are a man of easy 
credulity. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With leterence to answer 
(/t), have the Government considered that it is not desirable at any 
time to hand over the control of prices to the (Vntial Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That question, Sir, has 
not yet been examined. 


Allotment to Rajahahi district from India Government contributions. 

•141. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the years 1937. 1938 and 1939— 

(„ > the amounts allotted to Uujshuht dMnct from the contributions 
of the Central Government ; and 
{h) the amounts spent in the district for — 

(t) playgrounds. 

(if) removal of water scarcity, 

(iii) establishment of dispensaries, and 
(it?) other purposes? 

MINISTER in oharga of tha FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hen’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) f A statement is laid on tha table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 14], shotting details of 
allotment and expenditure out of the GoiTmment of India Rural Uplift 
Grants for the district of Rajshahi. 


Allotment. Exfxmditure. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

, Playgrounds 

1937-38 

1,020 

800 

1938-39 

1 ,44H> 

1,400 

1939-40 (6) 

3.320 

1,220 

Rural unter -supply 

1937-38 

1,440 

1,438 

1938-39 

5,732 

5,021 

1939-40 (h) 

1,551 


Union Board dispensarus 

1937-38 


219(o) 

1938 39 


. . 

1939-40 (6) 



(Hhcr purposes 

1937-38 

5,0441 

4,497 

1938-39 

20,414 

10.737 

1939-40 (h) 

7,230 

2,233 


(a) Unspent balance of allotment in prc\iou* years. 
(h) Up to I>eeeml»er. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the amount that wan allotted could not be 
•pent ? 


The HofTble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y : The local officers know 
better than I do. 

» 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANORA GUPTA: Does the Hon ble Minister 
want to convey to the House that the local officers are beyond the 
control of the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAW/IRDYI No, they are not. What 
I want to convey to the House is that if honourable members went 
information of that nature, they should giy notice. * * 
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Text-Book Committee for Junior Madrutahs. 

M42. Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether there 
is any Text-Book Committee for the selection of books of the junior 
madrassahs of the reformed type ? 

(b) If the auswer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble MiiaifW" 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

(<•) Is there any Text-Book Committee foi the selection of books of 
the corresj>onding classes of the high schools? 

t (fl) Do the Government contemplate the constitution of any Text- 
Book Committee for the junior mudiassahs? 

MINI8TER in oharge of th« EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): <«> and {<h No. 

(b) Books on general subjects such as English, Bengali, Mathe- 
matics, History, Geography and Hygiene are selected from approved 
text-books for the corresfHinding classes in secondary schools. Books 
on Arabic, Arabic Header, Crdu Grammar and principles of Islam are 
selected from text-books selected for the n arious classes of junior 
m ml r assails. 

(c) Yes. 

Karalaghat-Barnes Perry on the Teesta river oloee to Jalpaiguri town. 

•143. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the 

Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment lie ji eased to state whether the Karalaghat-Barnes Ferry on the 
Teesta river dose to Jalpaiguri town is owned under the Ferries Act by 
any publitr body or local body? 

(M If so, will the Hon’hle Ministei lie pleased to state — 

{») the party to whom it has been leased out at present; 

(it) when the term of the present lease is likely to expire; 

(iii) how the settlement wa* made; and 

(iv) whether any toll is being collected? 

(c) If the auswer to (6) (ir) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the rate charged for — (1) men, (2) anira&la, 
and (3) vehicles, both in winter and in the rains? 

( d ) Is there any difference in rates between this ferry and tha two 
other, ferries maintained by the District Board within 6 mile* up and 
down the river? 
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(e)* If bo, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) what are the rates of the two other ferries; and 
(ii) the reason for the differenced 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister In* pleased to state whether income 
of this ferry like other ferries is given to the Municipality and District 

ig) If not, what are the reasons therefor d 

(h) What kind of l>oat is maintained by this ferry d 

(i) How long does it take to the ferry d 

(;) Is the Hon’ble Minister completing the desirability of making 
over the management of the fern to the Distnet Hoard v 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sriachandra Nandy, of 
CoSSimbazar) : tot and 1 In in to (u/> The fern was permanently 
tramtei red to the Heng.il-Diiui - liailwax at thr time id tie- Muisttuc- 
tion of the Hall" av under an iigieeiuenl executed in ISH1. 

(?r) and (d) Yes. 

(r) and (c) (D Statements showing the rates in force have been 
placed on the Libia? \ table, 

(e) m) The difference is due to the fart that the Kailwux has to keep 
up a large ferry establishment and maintain a road which is this year 
2 A miles in length from Harnes fthat Station to the ferr\ l>oat. 

(J) and ig) No, for the reasons gnen in the repl> to jairts <o) and <b). 

(/,) Country boats of different classes are maintained. 

(,) The time varies according u> ^ of J um * er * 

stand that in the rainy season, the crossing max take more than an hour 
and a half. 

0) No: this cannot l»e done in view of the agreement referred to in 
my reply to parts (a) and <b). 

Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to 
answer («> and </>», will the Lloii’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that |rhe» this agreement was entered into, there 
were railway lines on both sides of the river, and now for the last 
twenty -five years there has been no railway line on the western #ide 
of the river \ So, it can no longer be considered as a railway ferry. 

The Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of CatsMatarf 

I do not think that the assumption^ the honourable member !• 
correct. 
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Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to 
reply (f) and (p), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to press the 
railway authorities to use motor-boats in the river for ferry purposes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Below Jalpaiguri town? 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Won t it 1** dangerous ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbaiar: 

If a demand is made by the public, I have no doubt the authorities 
will be prepared to consider the question. But, as you have said, it 
would be a very dangerous experiment during high floods. 

Mf. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the fact 

that the Bengal l)u;us Hailwa\ is going to be taken over by the 
State, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the matter 
when such a transfer takes place? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 would like to know from the honourable member which particular 
matter he wants this Government to consider. Is it the question of 
rates or the question of Inning u motor boat ferry? 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: 1 mean the question of 
transfer of this ferry to the district board. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

When the railway is taken over by the India Government, it will, I 
believe, be a point of law whether the existing agreement with the 
railway will also subsist or whether a new agreement will have to be 
arrived at with the India Government. That is a matter on which 
it is very difficult for me to express an opinion at this stage. 

Realisation of recovery charges in the areas surveyad in Dinajpar. 

•144. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: <«> Will the Hon hie 

l^inister in churge of the He venue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing from the l»eginniiig of the Survey and 
Settlement operation until now with resect to the Dinajpur district — 

(i) the total amount of recovery charges that has Wen realised; 
and 

(it) the total amount that w^s actually spent including the cost 
for erecting the buildings, salary paid to all the officers, 
clerks, amin $ , menials and others and sundry other expenses? 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state separately tha 
cost of erecting the following buildings, vix. — 

(1) Settlement Officers’ quarters; 

(2) Record Rooms; 

(3) Settlement Officer’s office; and 

(4) the menials’ quarters!" 


(c) Is it a fact that a few hundred tenants came to the Settlement 
Officer very recently and demanded remission of recovery charges ? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): <a> m Ks. 10,57,904 (up to 
31st January, 1940). 

(n) Rs. 32,00,003 (up to 31st January, 1940) exclusive of the 
capital cost of buildings, indued charges and cost incurred in the 
Survey Department since 1939. 



Rs 


(b) (1) Settlement Officer’s quarters 

30.440 


(2) Record Rooms 

49,773 


(3) Settlement Officer’s office 

(4) Menials’ quarters 

' ' | tr.,3,Mt 


Cost of sites of items (2), (3) and (4) 

13.47H 


Total 

.. 1,45,050 


,<•> It ij. learnt that u large iniii.lar of men came to «-e the Settle- 
ment Officer one day during hit. absence on tour but they did not 
any resj>onsible officer. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the 
pleased to state whom did they see? 

Uon’ble Minister be 

TIm Hon’blt Sir BISOY PRASAD SINCH 

ROYl I aak 

for 


notice. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KliNDU: Did they aubmit any complaint 
or any grievance to the Settlement Officer before? 

TIM Hm*M« Sir BOOT PRASAD SINCH ROYl .No. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to tell us what is the tota'i amount of recovery oost 
assessed for the district? 

The Hon’blt Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for 

notice. 

Irregular patrol by chaukidars in some villages in Khulna. 

•145. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (//) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether any complaints 
have been received by the District Magistrate, Khulna, from the public 
regarding chaukidars not watching the villages regularly? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? 

(r) Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the police 
goes on night round in the villages at regular intervals? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Naiimudtfin): ( n ) Yes, only one from the hon’ble 
member himself against the chaukidars of his own village Senhati. 

(b) The Superintendent of Police has been asked to take necessary 
action in the matter. 

(r) Police patrols are sent out at ii regular intervals so that the 
local criminals might not know’ their movements. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to stale whether there any rule fixing Hie number of 
mghts on which a chaukidur should 1 h» out on patrol duty every month? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what the number is? 

Tht Hoft’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice 

• * 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Regarding answer (<•>, 
where it is said “police patrols are sent out at irregular intervals so 
that the local criminals might not know their movements,” will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to say whether they are sent from district 
headquarters or from the thana? 

i 

Mr# SPEAKER : That question does not arise. 
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Inconveniences to tho people of Sandwip and othor ts \ ends duo to 
dosing of steamer service. 

•146. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: <<«> Is the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Commerce ami Lahoui Department aware of the incon- 
venience in communication between the i*dainD of Sandwip, Hativu 
and Ram gut i and the mainland owing to the closing of India General 
Navigation and River Steam Navigation ( ompativ > steumer service ? 

(b) If so, what steps, it any. have the tim eminent taken for remov- 
ing the inconvenience of the people of the inlands ? 

(c) Will the Hmfble Ministei he pleaded to "late whether the tele- 
graphic connection between Sandwip and the mainland foi which 
money was piovided in the budget ot 1 G- 1* t- JO i* going to he established}' 

(,/) If so, when is the telegraphic connection likeh :o lie 
established ? 

MINISTER in charge ol the COMMERCE and LABOUR OERART- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawerdy): <-«■ Y<>*. all the 

steamers with the exception ol one h.ne I «nhdinwn a« these have 

been requisitioned for war service 

(6) The question w 1 «*iiik examine.! in consultation with the 

Steamer Company. 

( r ) and (d) The question i- under examination whethei Snndwip 
should have n telegraphic oi u wireless station. 


Meulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: U the lion hie Minister aware 

that the withdrawal of these steumei, h... I the onlv steamer 

connection between Ilann.il and ( hitt.ig oig " 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: I not aware whether 
it has done so or not . 

Percentage of ^literacy in the districts of Bengal* 

•147. Mr. IDRIB AHMED MIA: Will the Hon’ble Minister ia 
charge of the Education Department Is* prosed to state— 

<<,) the approximate jiercentage ol literacy in each district of 
Bengal; and 

(6) what steps, if any, the Government contemplate for the increase 
of literacy in the less advanced districts? * 
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The Hofl’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement showing 
the percentage of literacy in each district in Bengal is laid on the 
table. 

(b) Free primary education has been introduced in three districts. 
Steps are being taken for its introduction in five more districts from 
this year and throughout the Province with as little delay as possible. 
As regards adult education, Government are awaiting the report of 
the Adult Education Committee. 

Statement referred to m the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
No. 147, showing the percentage of literacy in each district of 
Bengal. 


Bmduan 


... 12 d 

Birbh urn 


8-1 

Hank ura 


... 9*9 

Mid inquire 


... 17 5 

llooghlv 


... 160 

Howrah 


... 20*7 

24‘Pargunus 


12*7 

Calcutta 


... 46 -2 

Nadia 


... 6-9 

Murshidabad 


... 6-6 

J ensure 


... 7-6 

Khulna 


... 10-9 

Rujshahi 


... 7*7 

Dinujpur 


../ 7-4 

Jalpaiguii 


5 *6 

Darjeeling 


12-6 

ltangpur 


6-9 

Bogra 


... 11-3 

Pa bn a 


... 7*0 

Mu Ida 


... a*8 

Dacca 


... 10’9 

Mymensingh 

< 

... 7*7 

Farid pur 


... 9*1 

Bakarganj 


... 14*4 

Tippcra 


... 9*3 

Noakhftli 


... 13 2 

Chittagong 4 


... 10*4 

Chittagong* (Hill Tracts) 


... 6*0 
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Htttlvi ABDUL JABBAR: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to name the five districts in which steps are being taken for the intro- 
duction of free primary education this year? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Speaking from memory, 
the districts of the Chittagong Division, 24-I’argnuas and Julpniguri. 

Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA : *11 fa 

ftftl »!« C5CI f $f* 

<fN1^ 5t* ft ai ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, as regards free 
primary education, 1 am being pulled in two different direction*. If I 
propose to impose the cess, there U agitation for the stoppage of the 
cess. If l do not impose the < ess, theie i> aKo agitation. So, 1 am 
proceeding as cjuickh a«. possible, but these are the difficulties. Malda 
is on the approved list and a School Hoard will be constituted soon. I 
hope to be able to introduce tree primary education as early as possible. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : A supplementary question, 

Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If Mm ask a general question 1 will’ allow, but 
you cannot ask ati\ question about individual districts. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what the basis of this statement and to which year 
do the statistics ref»*i ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The statistics were not 
taken in one particular year. Information has been supplied by 
Distriet Officers, but I cannot say the materials on which the informa- 
tion is based. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the percentage of literacy in the province as a whole? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Add them up and divide 
it by 26. 

* 

Mr. ABOUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state by what time the report of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee will be published? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is for the Committee 
to My, of which the honourable momber himself is a member. 



Malaria in Netrokona subdivision in Mymensingh. 

•148. Mr. BIRENDRA KltHORE ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) U 

(be Hon’ble Minister in chaige of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Depart men I aware that malaria has broken out in a 
virulent and epidemic form in the Kendua and Atpara thanas in the 
Netrokona subdivision of the Mymensingh district? 

( b ) Tf ho, will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state, what steps, 
if any, the (fo\ eminent have taken, and propose to take, to meet this 
scourge ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): (a) Yes. 

(I>) The Assistant Director of Public Health, Malaria Research, 
personally inspected some ot the worst affected ureas in these two 
t lianas in 193H. The Director of Public Health also visited some of 
these places in 1937 and 1939. The Public Health Department has 
rallied out a malaiia miivcn ot the Kendua and Netiokona thanas in 
the district and has tound out ihe local species of mosquitoes resjionsible 
for the spread ol malaiia. A similar siirvex ot the Atpara t liana will 
also 1 m» undertaken as soon as 1 lie < old season is over Thirteen medical 
licentiates and 1<S fully equip} ted flood relief units were deputed hv 
Government for anti-epidemic and anti-malaria work in this district 
during 1938-39 and 7 medical licentiates ha\e been deputed during 
1939-40 for the same vs oi k at the leqtiest of the IKstiict Hoard. A total 
grant of Rs. 31,400 was sanctioned in 1938-39 for the district and a 
total grant ot Rs. ‘Jo, (loll has been sanctioned in the current year for 
tree distribution ot quinine thiough the agency of District Hoards 
and hospitals and dispensaries in the district; 30, 000 4 ablets of plas- 
mochin, 2,000 ampoules of quinine diliy drochloride and quinine and 
cinchona products worth Rs. 8,402 were supplied to the District Board 
during 1938-39. 


Number of oo-operative societies registered and liquidated in each year 

since 1930. 

•148. Mr. SIBNATH BANER4EE* Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ill c harge of the Go-operative Credit and Rtral Indebtedness Depart- 
rnent l>c pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, 
since 1930 — 

(«) the number of societies legistered each year; 

(6) the number of societies that went into liquidation each year and 
their total working capital ; 
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(c) the total number of limited liability societies functioning each 

year and their total working capital; 

(d) the total number of unliraitedliability societies functioning each 

year and their total working capital; 

( e ) the totul number of members of limited liability societies; and 

(f) the total number of wemliers in unlimited liability societies ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: A statement in 
laid on the Library table. 

No separate record is maintained <d the working capital of societies 
placed in liquidation, and the compilation of such a statement would 
invohe so much time and trouble that 1 regiet I do not feel justified 
in ordering it to he done. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

pleased to state it an\ record is maintained of the working capital of 
the societies in operation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All these 

appear in the annual icpoits from the different centres 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the llon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state when was the last annual icport printed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for not if e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to stay* if the societies which went into liquidation are shown 
in the annual report with their resjM»ctive working capital? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: When a 

societx goes into liquidation, it ceases to function and so there is no 
question of working capital. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 

pleased to state if it is possible or desirable to have a statement in the 
annual report showing j^be societies which have been liquidated and 
the last working capital of the societies before liquidation? 

Tht Hon 'bio Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The working 
capita) of the societies Wore they go into liquidation is shown in the 
annual report, but when they go into liquidation they cease to function 
and so there is no question of their working capital. 
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Allegation against the offloor-in-chargo of Dhamrai thana in Daooa, 

•150. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Dejiartment aware — 

(i) that on the 12th November, 1939, the officer-in-chaige of 
Dhamrai thana in the district of Dacca went to Rowile Union 
Board Office, forced open the locks and doors, rummaged the 
files, documents and other papers of the Union Board in the 
absence of the President of the Union Board or any of its 
officers ; 

(it) that the said officer-in-charge directed some ehaukidars of the 
Itowile Union Board not to carry out the orders of the Pre- 
sident of the Board ; 

(tit) that the said officer-in -charge — 

(1) confined one chaukidur in the thana for about -IS hours 
for having earned letters irom the President to the Circle 
Officer, 

(2) gave him no food and drink for these long hours, and 

(3) turned him out at dead of night when there was storm 
and rain outside; and 

(tv) that the President of the Kowile Union Board has addressed a 
letter to the District Magistrate of Daccu complaining 
against the officer-in-charge for his actions as stated? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if unv, has been taken in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) <i> This is not my 
information. 

( it) and (in) No. 

(n») This District Magistrate has not received such a letter. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to answer (a) (i) 
^here he says “this is not my information,” will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whut is his information? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the 12th November, 
1989, the officer in charge, Dhamrai police-station, did go to Rowile. 
He went to the union board office* along with certain gentleman. He 
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found it locked. He sent for the president and the union board dork 
and two other gentlemen. While they were coming, he and the local 
gentleman w'aited outside the union |)oard office. The clerk came and 
admitted the officer in charge ami the other gentleman. 

Mr# ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to questions 
(n) and (it*), the Hon hie Minister says “No'*, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he made pro]>er enquiries of the allega- 
tions? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: The Circle luspeclor of 
the Sabar police-station questioned the clerk, Ilabu Dhirendra Nath 
Bhattacharjec, President of the Kowiie Vnion Hoard, ami the other 
two gentlemen present, but none of them made out the case as indicated 
in the question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state b\ whom were the enquiries made? 


Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: By the Circle Inspector 
of the Sabar police-station 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: By the same officer ugainst whom 
the allegations were made? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Enquiry Officer properly notified the obowkidar* 
that serious allegations hud been made against the daroga and that 
those who knew almtit this should come forward to depose? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There should be no cross-examination. You 
should put questions to elicit information. 


Arrast of tha Soorjtary, Bangal Congreaa Socialist Party. 

MSI. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble *Min.ster in 
charge of the Home { Police? Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Mr. Nripendra Kumar Chakrararti, Secretary of the 
Bengal Provincial Branch of the Congress Socialist Party, was arrested 
by the Special Branch of the Calcutta Police on the 27tfa November, 
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1939, on a street under the jurisdiction of the Shvampukur police- 
station ? 

( b ) Is it a fact that no information was given to his relatives and 
friends as to the arrest of Mr. Nripendra Kumar Chakravarti ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on his production before the officiating Chief 
Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, on the 5th December, 1939, 
Mr. Nripendra Kumar Chakravarti complained to the said Magistrate 
that he was l>eing tortured in the Special Branch office by the officers of 
that branch, specially by two officers he named? 

(d) Is it a fact that when Mr. Nripendra Kumar Chakravarti com- 
plained to the said Magistrate his Ixaly was full of bruises and there was 
a wound in one of his ears? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Magistrate recorded the complaint; and 

(it) whether he ordered Mr. Chakravarti to he sent to the Police 
Surgeon or to any other medical authority for examination 
and report? 

(/) li the answers to (c ) and (d) are in the affirmative, do the 
Government contemplate an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Wr NAZIMUDDIN: The mem her is referred 
to the reply given to the starred question No. 74A on the same subject 
put bv Mr. Kibnutli Banerjee on the 13th Decemlier, 1939. 

M52. Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: un Is the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Home Ib'pai (merit aware — ' 

(t) that Mr. Nripendra Kumar Chakravarty, Secretary of the 

Bengal Provincial Branch of the Congress Socialist Party, 
was arrested by the Special Branch of the Calcutta Police on 
the 27th Noveml>er, 1939, on a street under the jurisdiction 
of the Shvampukur police-station ; 

(u) that on his production before Mr. Waliul Islam, the officiating 

Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, on the 5th Decem- 
ber, 1939, Nripendra Kumur Chakpvarty complained to the 
said Magistrate that he was being tortured in the Special 
Branch office by the officers of that branch specially by 
Messrs. Girija Itoy and Jnan Dutt ; and 
(mV) that when Mr. Nripendra Kumar Chakravarty complained to 
the said Magistrate his body was full of bruises and there 
was a wound in one of his ears ? 
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(&) If th« answer (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hoo’hle 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Magistrate recorded the matter; and 

Hi) whether he ordered to send Mr. Chakravarty to the Police 
Surgeon or to any other medical authority for examination 
and report? 

(c) It the answer to (b i is in the affirmative, will the HoiThle 
Minister be pleased to make an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The member is referre<l to 
the reply given to the starred question No. 74A on the same subject put 
by Mr. Sihnath Banerjee on the 13th December, 1939. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will take (Juestions Nos. 151 and 152 together 
as the subject is the same 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon 'bio Minis- 
ter be pleased' to state what was the report of the medical officer attend- 
ing him as regards the bruises on his body and injury in his ear? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question was answered on the lust occasion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: But the report was not 
supplied; so 1 am enquiring of that report. Only it was said that 
there was a report, but it was not submitted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: F 'our pages of supplementary questions w'ore put 
on the last occasion, and it is not very complimentary to your colleagues 
for you to put another question on this very matter. 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Actually the medical 
officer treated Inin only for ear eomphtints, and so there was no question 
of any bruises being found on his body, or of any complaint made by 
the gentleman that there were bruise* on his body. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the ear complaint was an old one or was it due to 
the injury inflicted s»r» hint in the lock-up as alleged? 

Thi Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN! As far as I am a wars 

it was a recurrence of an old romplaiiA. 
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Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: W#1 the HoH’ble Minister 

be pleased to state what were the records made by the Magistrate 
when the accused was produced '^before him as regards the injuries 
and the ear complaint? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I submit that any- 
thing that !iu» luken place m the court 4 * a public property and the 
honourable member can get the information from the court. Any 
information t hut is not available there may be supplied by me. So I 
refer the honourable member to the proceedings of the Court. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Qon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any enquiry made from Mr. Nripen- 
dra Kumar Chakravurty, the person who is alleged to have made that 
complaint in the Court* either before the 13th December or subse- 
quently Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Complaint about what? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Whether he was assaulted by the 
police in custody ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not follow the 

question at ull. He never made any complaint before any officers of 
Government. 

Reomitments on the result of the Bengal Civil Service Examination held 
in FM>ruary« 1939. 

*153. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department Ihj pleased to state how many 
poets of different categories were proposed to be filled up by direct 
recruitment on the results of the Bengal Civil Service competitive 
examination held under the auspices of the Public Service Commission 
in February, 1939 ? 

( 6 ) What were the respective numbers out of those vacancies 
reserved for — 

( 1 ) Muslims* 

(2) Scheduled Castes, 

(3) non-Muslims, and ^ 

<(4) other minorities, if any? 
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(c) Haw many candidates belonging to different oo mami itie 
appeared at the said examination ? 

i 

(d) How many of each community secured the minimum qualifying 
marks as per the standard of examination prescribed by the Public Ser* 
▼ice Commission ? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble Minister Is* pleased to state — 

* 

(t) the names of th# successful candidates of different communitiee 
recommended by the Public Service Commission for apfioint* 
ment on the results of the said examination ; 

(tt) the date or dates of such recommendation; 

(uY) the names of the persons txdonging to different communities 
appointed under Government as a result of the competitive 
examination held in February, ilt.'ljf; 

(tr) the dates of appointment of each ot them, and 

(r) whether the decision of the Government regarding recruitment 
to provincial services, as jier Press Communique, dated the 
12th June, HI3B, or Home Depot tment meiuoraiiduin 
Xo. 2oW> (22) A, dated the fMh August, have l»een 

followed in making the upj*oint ments mentioned under (b); 
if not, why not v 

(/) Is it a fact that the freedom of the Public Service Commission 
in regard to the Bengal Civil Service competitive examination in Feb- 
ruary', lfMO, has been sought to he curtailed by Government; if so, in 
what direction ? 

Thft Hofl'ble KtlWlJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Seven in the Bengal 

Civil Service, 3 in the Bengal Police Service, 42 in the Bengal Junior 
Civil Service and (5 in the Secretariat Clerical Service. Subsequently 
the numlier of vacancies in the Secretariat Clerical Service was mluced 
to 5. 

( b ) As usual no reservations were marie at the time the vacancies 
were announced. The posts have lxx»n idled in accordance with the 
principles of the Communique. dated the 12th June, Uh'tfJ, regarding 
communal reservation. 

# t* 

( c ) 1,33 Muslims, 143 Taste Hindus, 10 meniliers of the Scheduled 
Castes, and 8 members of minority communities, making » total of 2fM 
candidates. 

(d) The standard of examination is not preserilied bv the Public 
Service Commission but by Government. The qualifications for 
appointment as announced were th* obtaining of 33} per cent, in the 
two compulsory papers of Translation and Composition, and of 160 
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marks in me viva voce. The number 
failed in the compulsory written papers 

of peritms 
is as follows 

who passed and 


Muhamma- 

dona. 


Hindu*. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Other 

Minority 

Commu- 

nities. 

Passed 

47 


99 

5 

7 

Failed 

86 


44 

5 

1 


133 


143 

10 

8 

Of those who passed the compulsory 
regards the viva voce is as follows : — 

paj>er«, the distribution as 


Muhamma- 

dan*. 


Hindu*. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Other 

Minority 

Commu- 

nities. 

Summoned 

30 


38 

4 

5 

Summoned and failed 

6 


7 

1 

, , 

Not summoned 

11 


54 


2 


47 


99 

6 

7 


( 0 ) (») A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( it) The names of all the candidates except Mr. Macdonald were 
sent to Government by the Public Service Commission on the 11th 
August, 19,19. The name of Mr. Macdonald, who underwent an opera- 
tion before being jmssed as medically fit, was sent on the 19th Decem- 
ber, 1939. 

(iii) and (ir) The hon’ble member is referred to this Department 
notifications Nos. 559A, 560 A. and 501 A, dated the 10th February, 
1940, appointing persons to the Bengal Civil Service, Bengal Police 
Sendee, and Bengal Junior Civil Service. Cojnes are laid on the table. 
Tt is not customary to notify in the Gazette appointments to the Secre- 
tariat Service, but the Finance Department were informed of the names 
of the following successful candidates for that service on the 17th 
February’ , 1 940 : — 

Bahu Prasun Kumar Sen. 

Mnulvi Akbor Kabeer. 

Maulvi Sarwaruddin Khan. 

Mnulvi Md. Khoda Nawai. 

(v) Yea. 

(/) The Public Service Commission in paragraph 13 of their Notice, 
dated 'the 7th Se^dember, 1939, regarding the Bengal Civil 8erviee 
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Examination to be hehi in February, 1940, stated: — “The standard of 
the examination shall be such as thf Public Service Commission shall 
prescribe, and the Commission will; if tlun think it desirable, deter- 
mine what shall be the qualifying marks to qualify u candidate for 
appointment.” This was a departure from previous practice which was 
made without the previous ap|>rovul of Government. As an important 
question of principle was raised, the Public Service Commission were 
requested to cancel this finragraph which they did on the 3rd Octolier, 
1939. This question of principle is under t )i«- consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Shaker, Sir, 1 hope you will 
allow me a longej time to put supplementary questions ns (his is u 
very important question 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes, 10 minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference t<> answer (b) 
will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleaded to state if all tbe posts which were 
mentioned under answer (<n weir filled up and if so when were they 
filled up? Cmler ( <i ) there* are 5K vacancies- 7 in the Bengal Civil 
Service, 0 in the Bengal Police Service, 42 in the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service and 0 m the Secretariat Clerical Service. These total 58. It 
was reduced to 57 Will the Ilon’ble Minister 1 m* pleased to state if 
all these posts were duly filled up or an\ were held over? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I would refer the 
honourable member to the Gazette notification as regards the number 
of posts that were filled up. No other posts have been filled up since 
then. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Wi 11 the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in the Gazette the total number of 
posts filled up appear to be 45? Along with that the 4 posts in the 
Secretariat make up 49, leaving 9 posts still to be filled up as notified 
under (a). Will the Jfon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
happened to these 9 posts? Mn\ I refresh the memory of the Hon’ble 
Minister? The Gazette notification referred to gives in 590A, 
7 appointments out of wlfleh 2 have gone to Hindus, 4 Muhammadan* 
and 1 Schedule Caste. The notification No. 5fj0A has got 3 appoint- 
ments of which 2 have gone to Muhammadans. 1 to a Hindu, and 
notification No. 561 A has got 35 vacancies, out of which so far a* I 
could calculate — because from names it is not possible to find out 
Scheduled Castes — there are 17 Muhammadans, 14 Hindus, 3 minority 
communities and one Scheduled Cai^e. Will the Hon 'hie Minister be 
pleased to state if tbe total as thus shown which conwhi up to only 46 
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in all Mid which leaves still a balance of about 13— if one poat it left 
out 12 post*, what has happened j|ith regard to the balance P 

Thf Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Has the honourable 

member taken into consideration the posts filled up for the Polio© 
•Service ? 


Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYAL. If the* notification referred to 
contains all the posts, posts filled up by Police Service have also been 
taken into account. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, I may state 
altogether 7 posts have not been filled up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL! Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it was one of the conditions in the communal 
representation notification that when suitable Muhammadan candidates 
will not be forthcoming for all the vacancies, the vacancies left over 
would he filled up irrespective of community on the result of 
competition ? % 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this requires rather 
a lengthy explanation, and if you will permit me I will read out the 
explanation which I have got with me. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It will he very difficult to allow a lengthy state- 
ment. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. It is necessary , in the public 
interest, because this matter has Wn agitating the public mind for a 
long time. 

Mr. SPEAKER • You tuny discuss this during the Budget grant 
Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We may not get time then. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 shall now read th© 

statement. » 

I will now conic to the question of the distribution of the appoint- 
ments between the various communities. I shall say at the outset that 
this is purely an udm in ist native matter of applying the rules. The only 
point where any exercise of discretion comes in is whether any appoint- 
ments an* to he given to members of the minority communities. 
Govern meat exercised that discretion by giving two appointments in 
the Bengal Junior Civil Service to the seniormost qualified candidates 
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of the minority communities. The appointments to the Bengal Civil 
Service and Bengal Police Service presented no difficulty. The 
principle of counterbalance deaerifoilTlii paragraph 9 of the communique 
of the 12th June, to which the honourable member Ini* referred, ban 
been applied and this explains why the Muslims have got 4 out of the 
seven appointments to the Bengal Civil Service, and 2 of the -i appoint- 
ments to the Bengal Police Service. They were also entitled to 12 
promotions to that service in the past year, no less than 10 have gone 
to caste Hindus. 

In the Bengal Junior Civil Service it will be observed that all the 
vacancies have been filled up Fnny-two were announc^l , and < if) were 
filled up in the notification of l(»th I ebruarv and one won* has just 
been filled up by a Muslim I'uudidute who has now l>een declared 
medically fit. Six vanuicie-. n» the Bengal Junior Civil Service will 
not be filled. Honourable members on the opposite side of the House 
may naturally ask why paragraph (> of the communique of tin* 12 June 
lias not been observed. I reply that it has been observed to the letter. 
I will quote tin* actual words: — “It will further be provided that if 
candidates of a particular lomnnmity possessing the required qualifica- 
tions do not come fora aid in any one year in sufficient num lien* to fill 
all the | w> ** t s reserved for tin* community, the reserved vacancies thus 
left unfilled shall be filled irrespective of community on the results of 
competition As I have already explained, candidates of the Muslim 
community possessing the required qualifications did come forward in 
sufficient numbers to fill all the posts reserved for that community'. 

I am sorry, Sir, that J forgot to read the front portion of the stato- 
ment. I will read it out later on. 

Hud the examination Wen conducted in the same manner as in the 
past there is every reason to believe that at least 7 more Muslim 
candidates would have Wen available for appoint ment . There is, 
therefore, no reason whatever why that community should lx* penalised 
for a mistake for which they cannot be held responsible in any way. 

On the other hand, ns regards the Scheduled Caste candidates, only 
10 appeared altogether and of the*<«* o failed in the compulsory written 
subjects ami one in the rtrtt rocr, leaving only 4 candidates. Of these 
4 candidates, one was found medhally unfit so that there are only •{ 
qualified Scheduled Caste candidates altogether Of these d, oue has 
Wen appointed in the Bengal Civil Servo e. and the remaining two have 
been appointed to the Bengal Junior Civil Service and tin* remaining 
4 vacanctes in that service earmarked for the Scheduled Castes for 
which there apt no qualified Scheduled Quite candidates have been 
given to the (bate Hindus in pursuance of paragraph of the com- 
munique. The same principle bas been followed in malting the 
appointments to the Upper Division of the Secretariat Clerical $ervi<je. 
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In connection with this service I may mention two things in passing. 
The first is that the reason for reducing the number of vacancies from 
the original figure of 6 to 5 is tfavt during the recruitment year in 
-question only 6 vacancies occurred instead of 6 as was originally 
anticipated. Secondly, in selecting candidates for appointment to 
this service the candidates’ own preferences are given weight, and all 
4 candidates referred to in my answer preferred the Secretariat to the 
Bengal Junior Civil Service. 

Owing to the excessive recruitments during the past two years 
there are too many probationers in the Bengal Junior Civil Service at 
(lie moment, and there are difficulties about their training. The 
number of appointments to 1m* made as a result of the examination now 
being held is considerably smaller and the more even distribution of 
appointments over the two years will be advantageous in every way. 
The Commission themselves — 1 quote their words “urge very strongly 
that some of the vacancies advertised lx* held over '. (Dr. Xalixaksha 
-Sanyai. : Because of the want of suitable candidates!) 

Finally, I may say that it is unlikely that the unfortunate situation 
which has occurred this year will ever happen again as such abnormally 
large recruitment is not expected for many years to romp. 

Honourable members will understand the position better if I now 
read out the front portion of the statement. 

The crux of the matter lies in the statement that the standard of 
the Bengal Civil Service Examination is not prescribed by the Public 
Service Commission, but by Government Section 260 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act says that it shall be the duty of the Public Service 
Commission to conduct examinations This does not, in the view of 
Ooverninent, mean that the Public Service Commission can prescribe 
any condition it likes as to the standard of the examination without 
referenee to Government In September, 19*18, the Public Service 
Commission announced the vacancies for the examination to be held in 
February, 19**19. Tn that announcement they stated what the qualifica- 
tions for appointment were. You will find these qualifications in my 
answer to clause (d). 

Strictly speaking a person would lx* qualified for appointment who 
had got exactly Tl-1 Cl jx*r cent, in the two com pul Miry papers, t.e.* 
1J£1 marks out of 4(X) and IfiO marks in the rten voce and had scored 
aero in all the other papers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the total number of 
marks? * 

Tilt Hoti’Mt Khwnji Sir NAZIUUDDIN: About 800. I am not 
cure. . 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What percentage? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NA21MUDDIN: One hundred and 
thirty-three marks out of 400 in the two compulsory papers and 100 
marks, i.e . , the compulsory mark for rtva vote examination. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is that all? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think so. 1 am not 

sure. 

I want to stress this point that it is theoretically possible for a 
candidate to be qualified for appointment who scored only 2M murks. 
Subsequent to their announcement but before the examination, the 
Public Service ( ommission introduced an entirely new condition which 
was tlu i necessity of nn aggregate of 800 marks This new condition 
was known neither to Government nor to the candidates, and the 
Public Service Commission have themselves admitted with regret that 
through inadvertence they did not communicate this matter to Govern- 
ment (internment were completely unaware of what had 
happened until the Public Service Commission on the II th August, 
19*19, recommended certain candidates tor appointment. It uppeared 
then that on the basis of this new* condition the Commission had not 
summoned to the mu voev or the tuedicul examination a sufficient 
number of candidates whom Government considered to lie qualified 
candidates to till the vacancies. Government therefore directed the 
holding of a further medical examination which yielded a certain 
number more of qualified candidates But it would obviously have been 
impracticable and unfair to the candidates themselves to direct the 
holding of a second mu von by the < 'miimission some months after 
the original rtva voce It would have been impossible for the 
members of the vivo rove board to obsess justly the merits of such 
candidates compared w*ith others whom they had seen such a long time 
previously. That is all, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (h), 
will the Uon ble Minister be pleased to state if he is uwan* that the 
unfilled up posts might have been filled up by qualifier! Hindu 
(undulates recommended by the Provincial Public Service Commis- 
sion ? 

Th# How’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already explained 
this point that it would be unfair for the community for which the 
pimts were reverted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL:* There was no reservation you 
said. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I did say that they 
were reserved according 1 to the communique on communal ratio after 
the examination. Poets not reserved at the time of advertisement, but 
alter the result of examination and before appointments are made we 
allocate the number of Muslims and Hindus according to the com- 
munique of the 12th June. Therefore, as there were qualified 
candidates •according to the Government available but through no 
fault of their own they were not summoned for viva voce or medical 
examination, Government felt that it would be wrong to penalise a 
community by Haying that these people were not qualified. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Government standard 
on the meaning of the words “come forward’' indicate that these words 
are to be interpreted as appearing in the examination and not coming 
forward through the Public Service Commission? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, in this particular 
case Government have taken those who have passed the competitive 
examination according to the standard of the previous year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'hle Minister aware 
that in the statement laid on the Libran Table only 18 Muhammadans 
are reported to have been found qualified with the minimum qualifica- 
tion by the Public Service Commission, whereas we find from the three 
notifications referred to that 2d Muhammadans were appointed. How 
could this surplus of 6 persons come if all these were qualified as stated 
by the llon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I have read out a 
statement and when the honourable member will sec it in cold print 
he will be able to follow it better. What had happened was that 
according to the previous standards all those persons who secured 3*3 J 
per cent, marks in the two compulsory papers and secured 160 marks 
in viva voce were considered to be eligible for appointment. In the 
past the number of vacancies were limited and only the topmost 
candidates were taken. Suppose in the past,, there had been as many 
vacancies as there are to-day, then every one of those Muslim 
candidates who had secured the appointments and those candidates who 
had secured the pass marks but were not called for medical examination 
and nra voce examination would be eligible for appointments. 
Therefore, we maintain that no differentiation has been made by 
Government. These candidates wfre eligible for appointment accord- 
ing tp the standards of examination as approved by Government. 
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Or* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May we take it that in regard to 
the appointments, what weighed with the Government was not the 
recommendation of t lie Public Service Commission, but the interpreta- 
tion of the standards of the previous examinations as the Hon’ble 
Minister now suggests, which Government weighed in the selection of 
candidates irrespective of the recommendations of the Public Service 
Commission ? 

** 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well. you can draw your own conclusion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Put. Sir, statements have Ixhmi 
made on the other side 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wh at you are saying now is purely u conclusion. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may 1 therefore take it that 
we are right!'' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Public Service 
Commission in this case have the right to conduct the examination and 
forward the results to Government and it is tor the Government to 
decide 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has utn competent legal opinion 
been taken on the interpretation of section 2fi<> (/), where it is stated 
t hat the duty of the Public Service Commission will be to conduct 
examinations tor appointments to the services and sub-section (*/) of 
wlmli debars Government fiom asking the Commission to recommend 
allocation between the various communities? Has any competent legal 
opinion been taken on the interpretation of this section? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, we are all com- 
petent. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have already 
stated. Sir, this question is still under our consideration, and it has 
not been finally disposed of yet; but so tar Government maintain that 
the Public Service Commission has tin* right only to conduct examina- 
tions and not to prescribe standards without the approval of Govern- 
ment They can do so, but not without the approval of Government. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: li appears that :> Scheduled 
Caste candidates passed but only 4 were called for the vim voce 
examination, may I enquire why l candidate was left out? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are wrong. Please see the next 
column; 3 passed and 1 failed; 4 were summoned, but out of that 4, 
1 failed, and therefore 3 passed. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Perhaps that person 
had medically failed. 

Mr. ANttKUL CHANDRA DA8: May I know how many persons 
were called, f> or 4? 

Th0 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Five candidates were 
called, 1 failed, 4 passed, 1 was found medically unfit and 3 were 
appointed. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is it a fact that 1 candidate who 
was declared medically unfit by the Medical Board was subsequently 
found to be quite fit? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariHe. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, one more question and I have 
finished. With reference to the new year. February, 1940, have 
Government laid down an> lower standard of examination than what 
the Public Service Commission had in mind or had prescribed at the 
time of the examination of 1939? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question, too, does not arise 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It .irises, Sir. In my question 
(/), I have asked, "Is it a fact that the freedom of the* Public Service 
(’ommission in regard to the Bengal Civil Service competitive examina- 
tion in February, 1940, has been sought to be curtailed by Govern- 
ment; if so, in what direction,” to which the Hon’ble Minister replied 
that with regard to the examination for 1939 there had been certain 
interferences by Government., but with regard to 1940 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of interpretation, but you call 
it interference. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: No, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 

has himself used (he word. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, it is for me to diaallow your question, if it 
is a matter of interpretation. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid, Sir, you cannot do 
so, as it is not a supplementary question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, as I have said 1 have a right to disallow 
that question, and I say that that question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, it is the exact wording of 
my question (/) that I have used * 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you ask your question aguin. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mv question is whether there was 
any interference with the l*ublic Service loin mission as regards their 
freedom of conducting the examination of February, 1940 Y 1 have 
confined myself, Sir, to the very language of m\ original question 
Will the Hon’ble Minister please reply to this? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 do not understand 

the language of l)r. Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, liis question is whether the freedom of the 
Public Service Commission in regard to the Bengal Civil Service com- 
petitive examination in February, 1940. has been sought to he curtailed 
by Government; if so, in what direction? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have got nothing 

further to add to what I ha\e already stated. The question of principle 
is still under the consideration of Government. Apart from that, there 
is nothing new, that I cun say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point is this: the examination 
has already been held in 1940 ; now, has any lower standard been applied 
or recommended by Government to the Public Service Commission, 
compared with the standard which the Government Laid down for the 
1939 examination *t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are making a mistake; that question arises 
after an examination has, been held and after the results are declared, 
when it will be given out, say, whether 40 per cent, or 60 per cent, of 
the candidates have passed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then, Sir, the Public Service 
Commission ought to know what standard they have to apply for a 
particular year’s examination. 



QUESTIONS. [29th Pitt., 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDlN: As far as the 1940 

examination is concerned, I do not oommit myself to anything 'beyond 
what is stated here. I do not remember, and I speak subject to 
correction, but I can say that we have made no discrimination between 
this year's standard and the previous year’s standard. 

Dr a NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the rdfsons for this delay in the appointment of the candidates 
from between the 11th of August, 11939, and the middle of February 
1940 Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit if you will kindly 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, Iio; I have looked at the matter very carefully 
and have decided that the question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Well, Sir, the question is there 
in (e)(n) and (/»’), namely, the time when the recommendations were 
made and the time the officers were appointed. The recommendations 
were given on the 11th of August, 1939, and the name of Mr. Macdonald, 
who underwent an operation before being passed as medically fit, was 
sent on the 19th December, 1939. The second question was: When 
were they appointed? The interval between the two dates has been 
very long. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The whole tenoi of the question is the relation- 
ship between the Government and the Public Service Commission. 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDlN: The interval has not 
been very long, Sir. l*ast year, it took longer to announce the appoint- 
ments than it did this year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why did thev take such a long 
time Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDlN: Every year it happens 

like that. A lot of preliminaries have to be gone through. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question time is over. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: May we know whether you are 
going to take the adjournment motion or the Bill before* the House ? 


Mr. SPEAKER. Have patience and you will immediately know. 
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The Bengel Jute Regulation Bill, 1939. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The House will now resume further considerat ion 
of the Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1!W9. 

Amendment No. 162 ««s left over yesterdav, hut it had been 

moved. I understand that Mr. Morgan has given notire of another 
slightly ehanged draft amendment. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : Mr Speaker, 8T*«tl *3faltiClI 

V* C*tc* amendment ffW ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand that that is a dratl to which 
Government have agreed. 

Mr. Morgan, will you now move your amendment No. 3121* 

Mr. C. MORGAN: 1 heg to move that alter sub-clause (2) of 
clause 6B the following siili-elauses he added, namely: — 

“ ( .’j i The duties oi the Advisory Board shall he — 

{( i ) to advise the Provincial Government in respect of the 
matters referred to in section 7, and 
(/>) to advise the Provincial Government in regard to any 
matter concerning the legulation of the growing of 
jute which may la* referred to it by the Provincial 
Government from time to time, 

{4) The Atlvisoiv Board shall have such power to compel 
attendance of witnesses and production of documents as 
may he prescribed. M 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 6li as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause iS. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: The House rose yesterday when 
we were discussing the amendment Nos. 180-186, i.r., W'ith regard to 
licence fee that will be levied when compulsory restriction is intro- 
duced. Yesterday there were several speeches from the Opposition, 
and I heard them all with rapt attention. All of them were against 

the imposition of the licence fee, but I beg to point out that some of 

* * 

1 * 
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the members who spoke yesterday were also members of the Jute 
Enquiry Committee. Three of them — Mr. Shahed Ali, Kazi Emdadul 
llaque and Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed — belong to the Krishak Proja 
Party. There is a reoommendation in the Report of the Jute Enquiry 
Committee itself which says, “If, as we believe, the cost can thus be 
kept within reasonable limits, it should not be difficult to realise the 
bulk of it by fixing a very small fee on the issue of licences to jute- 
growers.” They have signed that report without appending a note of 
dissent. They have not stated there that they object to the imposition 
of any cess. 

Mr. QIA8UDDIN AHMED : On a point of or der, Sir, ft: 

C* faft U}* amendment^ oppose fai TP 5 C? amend- 
ment (3? nature JU amendment ft: move WSH motion 

table 4Up Jute Committee* Report* flft 41 w* - 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Is it a point of order, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: So, from page 37 of the Jute 
Enquiry Committee Report it is quite clear that neither the Krishak 
Proja Party members nor the Congress Party members objected to the 
imposition of any licence fee. They did not say that it should not he 
levied. On the other hand, they accepted m foto the recommendation. 
Not only that, but also on page Mi of the Report they have said, “In 
conformity with our recommendations elsewhere, this is the plan of 
work that we lay down for our short-period programme. For the rest, 
we accept the scheme of work envisaged in the draft report.” So, the 
Krishak Proja Party members and also Congress Party members did 
not object to it when they were making their recommendations to 
Government. Government are now only trying to implement the 
recommendation that has been made. Mr. Sibnath Banerjee went a 
step further and on page 128 of the -Tute Enquiry Committee’s Report 
he has proposed for the imposition of licence fee and stated as follows: — 
“A nominal fee of one anna per bigha or part thereof will bring from 
3 million acres <or 90 lakhs of bighas — 120 lakhs of plots) 7§ lakhs of 
rupees — enough to bear the cost of the scheme.” So according to 
M r . Sibnath Banerjee a fee of one anna per bigha, or 3 annas per acre 
should be levied on jute-growers. Therefore, it does not lie in their 
mouth now' to say that no fee should be levied. Only to gain cheap 
popularity they opjwse the imposition of a licence fee now. They are 
going back on their own recommendation. So far as our party is con- 
cerned, we have moved motions for the deletion of the clause for 
imposition of fees. Mr. Aulad IIo* sain has moved a motion for the 
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omission of that particular clause. 1 have myself tabled a motion and 
on this point also Mr. Abdul Hakim of our party has tabled another 
motion. I have also appended a note of dissent to the Select Committee 
Report wherein I have stated that this fee should not be levied. They 
have also appended a note of dissent, but they have not appended any 
reason. I have appended reasons in my note of dissent. I have said — * 
“The jute-growers can very reasonably expect that the money required 
for the enforcement of jute regulation scheme and other allied matters 
may well he met from the fund available from the jute export duty 
assigned to Bengal under the Government of India Act of 19T r >, localise 
the entire amount realised as jute export duty is an indirect taxation on 
the jute-growers above. Moreo\er, a terminal tax known as jute (‘ess 
is levied on all jute arriving m Calcutta and the income derived there- 
from amounts to several lakhs but this sum also is <*arimirked for the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust.” 

I also oppose the same taxation, hut on other grounds, because the 
jute-growers are paying practically Rs. 2, ‘10,000 to the general 
exchequer of Bengal as jute export duty. So Government should find 
out money from those sources instead of fresh taxation. 

There is another point raised by Mr. Abu Hussain Knrkar that 
Government did not raise any proposal for taxing the mill-owners; but 
my friend forgets that in ease of taxation on the mill-owners the jute- 
growers will In* indirectly taxed as the mill-owners will realise this tax 
with compound interest from the jute-growers as is the cast* when any 
tax is imposed on landlords— they realise it with compound interest 
irom the tenant**. So my friend’s contention that there has been a 
differentiation of treatment in not imposing any taxation on the mill- 
owners has no legs to stand upon. So on these grounds I oppose the 
taxation measure and support the amendment for the deletion of the 
clause for imposition of cess. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a j>oiiit of order, Sir. Mr, Israil in his 
speech said that then* were three members of the Krislmk Rroja Party 
who were appointed members of the Jute Enquiry Committee and 
although they appended a note of dissent they did not give any reasons. 
Sir, I beg to submit that we have given reason in our note of dissent 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. 

» * 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I want to speak on the subject 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. I am sorry to find the 
habit of members rising in the name of point of order and then raising 
other issues. This is very deplorable. I am always anxious to see 
that there may not be any misundeytanding between different partiee. 
When a party’s altitude is misrepresented, it is quite *#pen to the*other 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[29th Feb., 


party to ask for permission to make clear their own point of view, and 
I have always allowed that even when the debate is over. But here 
the point of order is not really a point of order. 

Mr CHARU CHANDRA ROY s RTRsfa Rfftl , 4 to* *rtfR 

frtl *<ft CROC'S 5tl I MtNtY RtR% R$ fatlR TO**— Jute Enquiry Com. 
mittee? wfRtMl¥ « 7T* <2JWW*r? C*tt*tfR--- ttfll RTft 

CW note of dissent CR* ft RT?Cff*T ft RYCH l 4$ CR «rtG0P^^ fa ft C*t«tfR 
m WN *PRtClR RRRTR *T| CR, $W atft RI recommend C*U3CfR *f s«fCR$ 

cRfri R^fstiR *ti*i entires, RfY $nm wxw nrcto 4*$i ire 

ftfii CTtCR C*RtR RRY 1 CRBRC5R Nt’fW C*TR ft* C*T* 

'Rtnft Si rei ri i 

Select Committee^ 'RtRUffR note of diBsenti) RTC^ : — 

W e are of opinion that no fee should be prescriln’d for granting 
Inienee to the jute-growers and the poor jute-growei is already heavily 
taxed in different shajM's. The Government get a very heavy sum 
from the Central Government as jute tax. But we cannot understand 
why this amount should be spent for general administration instend 
of helping the jute-growers. 

Jute Euquiry Committee* report RRCR> wfRtWI RSRj 4t CR, CR RR3 

•tw-MNrtwfcw cR'en rcic* cfftftRft s^cir sffw ft ton 

C#tR «lT*tfaf *T«4 RI i SI C*tC3 ftr^fas^tCR 4$ 

4CRCIR W *T*R, CR RtTi RTt f R Rfft St*} «ttfR STRI RtU CR* *RJf 4CRC*R | 
BltRtCtfR Select (Committee fl note of dissents CRU*lfa ^R*41W1 

ntff— 

\\ t» are glad to see that at last tins Bill, howevei belated and 
insufficient, has been brought before the House. But we want to 
emphasise that mereh the regulation of jute will not raise the price 
of jute unless the holding and bargaining power of the growlers are 
increased, her this purpose, the fixing of the minimum price, estab- 
lishment of regulated markets with warehouses and extending of credit 
to the growers are very urgently required. The establishment of 
central selling societies and when possible of a corporate organisation 
t(t have monopoly for supph of jute are also necessary to getting full 
benefit from jute. 

We, therefore, urge upon the Government to follow up this Bill with 
another comprehensive Bill, taking into consideration the report and 
recommendations of the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee recently pub- 
lished. In that Bill, the fixing of minimum price, establishment of 
regulated market with warehouses Jnd central selling organisation of 
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jute, abolition of fatka market amt other provisions should be speci- 
fically incorporated. 

* 

JW W* C* CWtVtWt*! *tw 

cftc* w c*ta cf ^ ^tl i *t*ti ^ f*c** ftar ^rn»! 4* 
^ *«i *«c*i =n i 

Mr. Israil Select Committee Report 41 cV dissent note 

I do not support the dual system of election envisaged in the com* 
initteo’s report. 1 would rather prefer all the members of union jute 
committee to be elected by the juto-prowers of union. 

Sfa cvm * a i *«n wr* n« «ftf^ wtf-i *n *tt«ta tm^i 
c*t^ c*w< wi <sj«m fa:* cwrfc K cfa* 

fWffWa I 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On a point of order, Sir 
My friend Maulvi Muhammad Israil opposed the amendment moved by 
me. Is he entitled to do so after having moved a motion which is 
just on the same lines 10 mine!'' Sir, you will find that the name of 
Maulvi Muhammad Israil appears against amendments Nos. 180-18(5 
which is to the effect that — “the words ‘on payment of such fee, if 
any, not exceeding four annas for every acre of the land specified in 
the licence’ be omitted.” After having moved 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. did he actually 

oppose the amendment Y 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: No. Sir, may I make tnv position 
clear? 

(At this stage se\ eral members from different sides of the House 
rose to speak. ) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order. This is a terr»|H-st in a teapot. 
This House is not intended for the purpose of clarifying the respective 
position, unless this is absolutely relevant. I ha\e given both sides 
an opportunity to make their position clear, but I should not allow any 
argument. # 

Mr. 8HAHED ALI: Sir, in supporting the motion I beg to submit 
that Mr. Israil** previous statement categorically mentions three 
names- — •Maulvis (Jiasuddin Ahmed, Shahed Ali and Kazi Kimhidul 
Haque. They were members of the Jute Enquiry Commit fee. Ho 
said that none of them submitted any reasons in their note of dissent 
regarding thi«* matter. 
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Sir, I beg to submit that most probably Mr. Israil did not care to 
igo through the Select Committee’s Report; otherwise he would find 
therein that I did submit a note of dissent. (Mauki Muhammad 
Is hail: I referred to the Jute Enquiry Committee’s Report.) There 
I "‘have categorically stated — “We are of opinion that no fee should be 
prescril>ed for granting a license to the jute-growers and the poor jute- 
grower is already heavily taxed in different shapes. The Government 
get a very heavy sum from Central Government as jute tax. But we 
cannot understand why this amount should be spent for general 
administration instead of helping the jute-growers.” 

Sir, 1 Iwg to submit that merely by jute regulation, no benefit can 
be given to the ju te-growers, as the minimum price for jute has not 
been fixed. Mr. Israil supported the view that there should be simul- 
taneous presentation of the Bills both for regulation of the jute plants 
and for the fixing of the minimum price of jute. He did not dissent 
that jute regulation Act alone will benefit the jut (‘-growers without 
tabling other ronneebnl Bills. Our joint report was to the effect that 
all the Bills should be submitted together so that the jute-growers may 
get the Ivenefit. But my friend, though a member of the Jute Enquiry 
Committee, at that time did not stand against submitting this Bill 
before the House without others. 

Another point is this. My friend saw the difficulty that there was 
a chorus of opposition from this side of the House and that if this 
tax bo levied against the jute-growers there would he much difficulty 
for him to come here next time. Sir, my friend to-day to get out of 
the difficulty is trying his best to show that it was be at whose instance 
the Government have accepted t ho motion of the Opposition. Sir, my 
submission is that his speech is not a bona fitJo speech and has been 
made with intent to get the credit to himself m> that it ^-annot go to 
the Opposition. 

Mattlvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, 1 want to offer a personal 
explanation. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, 1 want to give a 
personal explanation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot allow any personal 
explanation in this matter any more. If you want to speak on the 
motion, you may. 

Maulvj MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. 1 formally move my motion 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. Can 
a speaker speak twice on the same niofton? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: No 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, on 
explanation 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. As a matter of fact, I myself 
could not actually follow* whether Mr. Israil was supporting the motion* 
or opposing it. 1 will look into the record myself and if 1 find that 
the record shows that he was supporting the motion, 1 will announce 
it and ask Mr. Datta to remember that his statement is entirely wrong 
and then Mr. Datta should explain his position. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr Spe aker. Sir, let me first of all 
thank Mr. Israil because I find from his speech that he 1ms read my 
note of dissent, which I think very few members of this House have 
done. But I would’ request him to read it carefully and not so super- 
ficially as he has evidently done. He rememlHTs only one sentence 
and that is that I have supported that if it is necessary in extreme 
cases of necessity a fee ot one anna nun be levied. Yes, I have done 
so, and I am not withdrawing from it. Sir, people do change their 
opinion and those who do not change their opinion are said to he either 
supermen or 1 need not mention what they are. Mr. Israil must come 
under one of the two categories. (Maulvi MvhammaJ) Israil: I 
have not changed.) 1 sympathise with Mr. Israil because he lias 
disturbed a hornet’s nest. As you have sown, so you will have to 
reap. I quote what Mr. Israil said in the Select Committee Report. 
He says : — 

“Tho jute-growers can \erv reasonably expect that the money 
required for the enforcement of jute regulation scheme and other 
allied matters may well be met from the fund available 

Mr. SPEAKER? Mr. Banerjee, 1 think I should adjourn the 
House now' for prayer. 

[The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.] 


1 

281 


of personal 


{After ad jo u rn men t , . ) 

• 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was just quot- 
ing from the note of dissent of Mr. Israil. But I think I need not 
inflict on the House a long quotation from Mr. Israil’s note on thif 
point. The note of dissent is printed here and any one who feel* 
interested may go through it. He raised two points, one about the 
jute export tax of the Central Government from which the Bengal 
Government gets over two crores of rupees annually and the mother 
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ibout tne terminal* tax known as jute cess from which the Calcutta 
improvement Trust gets several lakhs of rupees, and his contention is 
hat this sum should he utilised for any improvement of the condition 
>f the jute workers and there should be no fresh taxation. I can add 
nany more items to this because it will require really a very great 
expert to find' out how the money realised from jute goes throughout 
he whole economic structure of Bengal. ( There is the income-tax 
vhieh will require an expert to find out how much really corner from 
ute. Then there are the earnings from railways, steamers, banks and 
nsurance companies and so many other things. If we carefully go 
hrough them we can see that a very large sum of money is really 
obtained by all the different institutions from jute. And therefore to 
laddie the jute-grower still more would be really absolutely unfair to 
them. But, Sir, it is not on that ground alone that I am opposing 
fresh taxation. This Near it has been more psychological 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, to cut short the 
discussion, I am prepared to accept the amendment regarding deletion 
of taxation. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: In that case. Sir. 1 have finished 
my speech. (Cries of “hear, hear’* from the Coalition Benches.’) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I might say that it was entirely wrong to give 
that interpretation to Mr. Israil’s action lit* onl\ opposed the taxa- 
tion measure, he did not oppose the amendment itself. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, as regards this 
amendment, it will be seen that not only members* from the other 
groups 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of information, Sir. 
Does the Double Minister accept m> amendment No. 295 ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That I don’t know. He will sa % \ that himself. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, let pa first know what is the 

position. Otherwise 1 may have to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I accept amend- 
ment No. ISO. 


Mr. SPEAKER: What about Amendment No. 174 P 
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The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: F oppose amendment 
No. 174 because that is the main clause. If this goes, i.c., if obtuse * 
8(i) goes, then it is better to withdraw the whole Bill. 

As regards amendment No. 180, it will be seen that members frup% 
this section of the House tabled the same amendment and one of then* 
expressed an opinion also 

• %■ 

Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. Would 
you give permission to Mr. Israil to move that amendments 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Mr. Israil wanted' to 
move it formally. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : As a matter of fact he spoke but forgot to move 
it, in the excitement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may 1 point out that 
he did rise Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was not the occasion. The occasion was 
when he delivered the speech After that he exhausted Ins right. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: On a point of order, Sir. This motion 
stands in m\ name also. May I move it Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is too late now You ought to have done it 
before 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, only one or two minutes will suffice 
to move the motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sori\, it is not possible now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, whether the 

member moves it or not, it is the same amendment. It is dear that 
this side of the House — at least some of them- thought in the same 
manner over this proposal as some merpbers on the other side. On the 
other hand, I might sa\ that 5Ir. Israil wanted to point out that those 
member* of the Opposition who now tabled this amendment did not rn 
the minute of dissent oppose this taxation proposal, whereas 
Mr. Israil 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: It is a misrepre Mentation of 
facts. 

(There was some noise at this »&ge. ) 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 4 TAMIZUODIN KHAN: I am sorry, Sir, I made 
a mistake. Mr. Israil corrects me. He says that it was the report of 
the Jute Enquiry Committee of which he as also some of my honourable 

* friends opposite were members. They did not raise any voice of pro- 

* test against the proposal of levy of cess, whereas Mr. Israil objected 
to taxation. However, Sir, in view of the opinion expressed by the 
different sections of the House, as I have already said, this amendment 
will be acceptable to Government. 

Then as regards amendment No. 187, in view of the fact that the 
other one is being accepted, this amendment becomes unnecessary. 
Moreover, Sir, the drafting is such that it is not acceptable from that 
point of view' also. 

As regards amendment No. 198 which 1 have moved, it seeks to 
delete the first proviso to clause 8(7). Honourable members, if they 
refer to that proviso, will easily see that it is of a very complicated 
nature, and it is very difficult to understand what is actually meant. 
If that proviso is accepted, tin* whole thing will be very complicated 
and I do not know how it can be worked out. 

As regards amendment No. 19(>, it is consequential to amendment 
No. 193. That will be acceptable. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Then as regards amendment No. 295, that falls 
through. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirondra Nath Dutta that in clause 8(7), lines 
19 and 20, the words “and on payment of such fee, if any, not exceed- 
ing four annas for even acre of the land specified in the licence” be 
omitted, was then put and agreed to, amidst loud cheers from the 
Opposition Benches. 

The motions of the Hon ’hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the first 
proviso to clause 8(7) be omitted, and that in the second proviso to 
clause 8, line 1. the word “further” be omitted, were then put and 
agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that clause 8(7) be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Balm Syama Prosad Barman that in clause 8(7), 
Knes 19 and 20, for the words beginning wifh “on payment of such 
fee” and ending with “in the licence” the words “free of charge” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Bauerjee that in clause 8(7), lines 19 
and 20, for the words “and on payment of such fee, if any, not exceed- 
ing four annas for every acre of the land specified in the licence” the 
jrords “free of alj charges” be substituted, was then put and lost. 
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The question that clause 8, as amended, stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Clause 8 is finished. I*»t us now take up clause 
9. 


Cl /lust' ,9. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 beg to move that for clause 9, 
the following clause he substituted, namely: — 

“9. If for any reason a licensee is prevented from growing jute 
on any portion of the land specified in the licence and desires to grow 
jute on any land not so specified he may do so, provided that the total 
area of land on which he desires to grow jute is not in excess of the 
total area of land originally specified in the licence.” 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 heg to mow* that in clause 9 for 
the word “Collector” wherever it occurs, the words “Union «Iute Com- 
mittee” be substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: J beg to move that in clause 
9, line 5, for the word “mav” the word “shall” be substituted. 

Babu 8YAMA PR08AD BARMAN: Sir, T beg to move that in 
clause 9, line 5, alter the word “accordingly” the following words be 
added, namely: — 

“and pending the disposal of an application under this section, the 
licensee may grow jute on any land not originally specified in the 
licence.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is there any honourable member who wants to 
speak on this motion, for 1 am anxious to finish this Bill to-day? 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I want to say a few words in 
support of iny amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hopi you will be very brief. 

Bibu PREMHARI BARMA: *Sir, by the clause in the Bill if any 
grower of jute wants to grow jute on any other plot of land not speci- 
fied in the licence he will have to go to the Collector for permission to 
do so, and if this clause remains it would be very difficult for the poor 
jute-growers, especially those who Testde in the interior of the district, 
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to go to the Collector and apply to him for this permission, and if he 
in to go to the Collector and apply for special permission then he will 
have to incur heavy expenses also. So, it is desirable that any grower 
of jute may grow jute on any other plot of land, provided that the total 
area on which he has grown jute he not in excess of the total area 
specified in the licence. 

With these few words I commend my potion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, the object oi m\ amendment is to 
give power to tnodih a licence to the Union .lute Committees. The\ 
have very little to do and the Collector or his repiescntathe or any 
other officer whom he may appoint w ill not have sufficient time to deal 
with these ciinph. These officers are also not easily accessible, and it 
will be very difficult foi the }>onj people to get their licences modified 
or changed by going to ihein. It will also take a long time and will 
involve expenses. Besides it will be a cumbrous process. But the 
Union .lute Committees will be able to diange the licences quite easily, 
and this will not involve much expense'. So I request the Hon'ble 
Ministei to kindl\ consider the uiattei and accept my amendment 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. only one word In 
view of the pioviso that the total aiea should not exceed the area 
originally specified, I do not think that this matter should be referred 
to the Collector, but should he dealt with b\ the Union Jute Com- 
mittee. 1 sa\ this. Sii, in view of the pnniso. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 oppose all the 
amendments. Most of these amendments have been tabled through a 
misapprehension . because it honourable members will look to clause 
8 they will find that an\ jute-giowcr who does not like to grow 
jute on the land for which lie has got t tie record, that is, on which he 
had sown jute in the previous year concerned, in that case he can 
apply to the Union Jute Committee foi sowing jute upon some other 
plots, and the Union Jute Committee will grant him licence 
accordingly. But it Intel on he again wants to sow jute on some 
other land, in that ease onl> he has to go to the Collector. Therefore, 
to replace the Collector In the Union iute Committee would be 
altogethei out of place. 

The motion of Balm Uremhan Banna that for clause 9 the follow- 
ing clause be substituted, namely — 

“9. If for any reusou a licensee is prevented from glowing jute 
on any portion of the land specified in the licence and 
desires to grow jute '‘on any land not specified he may 



940 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


do so provided that the total area of land on which he 
desires to grow jute is not in excess of the total area of land 
originally specified in the licence,” 

vas then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Alml Fuzl that in clause 9 for the word 
‘Collector” wherever it occurs, the words “T iuon Jute Committee" he 
lubstituted, was then put afid lost. 

The motion of Mr Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 9, line 1, 
for the word “may” the word “shall” he substituted was then put 
nid lost. 

The motion oi Mr. Syaimi I’ro&ud Harman that in clause }), line f», 
Lfter the word “accordingly" the following words lx* added, munch : 

“and pending the disposal of an application under this section, 
the licensee may grow jute on any land not originally 
specified in the licence,” 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to 

Clause 10. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sn, I be# to move that in 
clause 10(2), line 2, for the words “fifteen days”, the words “tliitfv 
days” he substituted 

The Hobble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Nu. 1 oppose tins 
amen dment 

The motion was then put and lost 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill was then pul 
and agreed to. 


(la use 11 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Th is motion (No. 22b -0) is a negative motion, 
so it does not arise. Is anybody willing to speak on this clause?' 

I see nobody wants to do so. So I will put the clause. 

The question that clauJc 11 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


dausr 12. 

The Htm’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 12(2), line 3, for the word “Collector” the word* “Subdivi*ioriiil 
Magistrate” be substituted. * 
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I do not want to make a speech, Sir. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 12 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The question that clause 13 stand part of *the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that clause 14(/) 
be omitted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are not going to take up at this stage the 
remaining amendments to this clause, but will now take up clause ~>A. 
Clause 14 is left over because there are certain consequential msttcis 
arising out of clause f>A which will have some effect cm clause 14 
I want to dispose of clause 5A first. 

Clause 5 A . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
after clause 5 the following clause be inserted, namely: — 

5A. For the purpose of giving immediate effect to the object of 

this Act in so far as it relates to the regulation of the glowing of jute, 

and notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in (his Act, in tin 
year 1940 — 

(1) no grower of jute shall grow jute unless there has been ante ted 

in the record the name either of himself or of his predecessor 
in interest, 

(2) no grower of jute shall grow T jute on any area of land in e\< e*s 

of the area entered in the record against the name either 

of himself or of his predecessor in interest, 

(3) the Director of Land Records, or any person authorized by him 

by general or special order in this behalf, shall in the 
prescribed manner report to the Suhdivisional Magistrate 
ever)' case in which jute is grown in the year 1940 by any 
grower of jute in contravention of any of the provision* of 
this section, and 

(4) for the purposes of this section “record” means the record 

prepaied by the Director of ljaud Records of all lands on 
which jute was grown in the year 1939 by any grower of 
jute and of such lands on which jute was grown in the yew 
1938 by any grower of jute as are incorporated in that 
record. * 



1940.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


2S9 


Sir, I need not .make any long speech in moving this amendment. 
I indicated in my inaugural speech the reasons for which the Govern, 
ment. have thought it fit to try to regulate the jute crop of 1940. 
Everyone knows that prices have been ruling very high for some time 
past and, therefore, if our cultivators are left free to do as they like, 
there is no doubt that there will be an excess production of jute. It 
will be very much in excess of the probable demand and, therefore, it 
is likely that prices will some down. It is in this view, Sir, that 
Government have thought it tit to try to regulate the crop of 1940, 
namely, this year, and accordingly an Ordinance has alreuily been 
promulgated. Ibis amendment in faet incorporates the salient provi- 
sions of the Jute Ordinance. 1 would only like to refer to one thing. 
There are some amendments (short-notice amendments) tabled by 
Mr. Shababuddin and Mr. Nasirulla. S<tme members may be under 
the impression that the.se amendments may lie moved, but if the provi- 
sions of these amendments are looked into, it will be seen that these 
will altogether nullify the object of the regulation. Government have 
given very serious consideration to the provisions of these amendments 
and it has been decided not to move them. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who is the Malik to decide? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 don’t like to say any- 
thing more, but I wish to hear the views which may be expressed by 
the Opposition 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble Minister entitled to refei to any motion which is not moved 
yet and has be tin* authority to declare on behalf of other members 
that they would* not be moved? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Every party is entitled to say that The Hon’ble 
Minister has only said that Government have decided not to have these 
amendments moved It i*< perfectly open to any party to say whether 
it will move a motion or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If these two motions are not 
moved by the respective Whips of the Government party, I hope they 
will be allowed to be mo^d from this side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly. 

Mtulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, with vour permission 1 
beg to move the short-notice amendment standing in the name of 
Mr. Shahabuddin that in new clau*^5A, as proposed by the Hon’ble 
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Mr. Tamiauddin Khan in his amendment No. 75, after sub-clause ( 4 ) 
the following* be added, namely: — 

“Provided that — 

(1) any grower of jute may in the prescribed manner and form 

apply to the prescribed authority for the correction of the 
record on the ground that — 

(?) he or his predecessor in interest •■grew jute in a year and 
on land in respect of which the record was ordered 
to be piepared, and the name either of himself or of 
his predecessoi in interest has not been entered in 
the record, or 

(/?) he or his predecessoi in interest was, foi sufficient 
reason, prevented from filing an objection in respect 
of the area entered in the record against the name 
either of himself or of his predecessor in interest or 
an objection to this effect was summarily dismissed 
without a hearing; and 

(2) the prescribed authority shall, it satisfied that the application 

should bo allowed, correct the icrord nccoidinirlv . ni if not 
so satisfied, shall reject the application, and the ordei of 
the prescribed authority shall be final,*” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou don't want to mo\e amendment No 297 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mav 1 make m\ observations just 
now? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Mi. Speaker, Sir, this amendment 
of the IT on’hle Mr. Tamizuddin Khan seems to attempt for a lease of 
life to the Ordinance which has been recently promulgated, the Bengal 
Jute Regulation Ordinance No. 1 of 1940. The first part, paragraph 1 
of this amendment, is identical with section 4 of the Ordinance and the 
other parts are covered by section 5 of the Ordinance and section 2(7) 
of the Ordinance. The whole purpose appears to be, Sir, to obtain 
powers to regulate the crop of 1940 and Government are in a hurry to 
put into a permanent piece of legislation certain temporary provisions 
with that in view. I oppose this amendment, in the first instance on 
fhe ground of the unnecessary loading of a permanent piece of legislation 
with a temporary provision of this character. We on this side of the 
House are quite anxious to have compulsory regulation of jute culti- 
vation, and with that end in view we would like to have a more com- 
prehensive piece of legislation as we have made it clear in the beginning. 

With regard to the current .year, our difficulty is that the estimate 
of land under jute cultivation that 'has Wen taken by a large number 
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of persons appointed wthout an\ experience and appointed to go over 
plots of land in difterent tli-i rn t ot which thev had n » experience 
themselves, has led to a state of affairs in which it is \ { >r\ difficult for 
anybody, e\en foi the f»osei mnent the omniscient tiosernment, — to 
obtain an \ dependable and niin>it statistics ot jute laml which has 
been under cultivation m 19. 59 Thai besna the position, \\e ate no! 
sure that it would not ent^rl ^real hardship on :he tenant! v of Ho aural 
it (inset ntnetit ate in a huit\ to atianue, tn oidei to placate a certain 
section, to lia \ c (emulation introduced immediatcls, which mu\ 
ultimately yn* against the inteie>ts of the nihisalois ^tmeialls ft lias 
been argued b\ the llou’ble Mi Tam/mldm Khan that I lute eultr- 
vation is not regulated in I94<h the ih maud mrjjtht pio\e to he vers 
turn'll lower than the lar^e suppl\ that he apprehends It is intuition 
know led v*e that the demand experienced this \cai i> the lesiilt ot war 
and it is ;ibn common knowledge, bet .i use the (io\enunen1 of (ireat 
Britain as well as othet ( h>\ ei muents have made M peifectl\ clear, that 
fhe wat is not | ' kel \ to i mne to an end at least in the course of 1910-41. 
it is also common knowledge that the theatre ot war l)kel\ to extend 
to the east and from all pns*uhh* intoimahon we <an sat»d\ •■ome to 
the conclusion that the demand tor jute is likel\ P» be still great* r in 
the coming sear tlun wliat it wa> last umi Eor ‘lie last tom sears, 
the ( io\ einmeot s m Europe were piepaimi: for (lie war and the pun has** 
of sand-bao> ami ext r aordiinir \ eijuiprnents for war went on vers 
br : skl\ and inleri-eh lor at least two seals Indore the w ;n In fact, 

a> sou mas U- well aw an*, sand-hag orders were received by the fiovern- 
ment ot India and through them b\ the Bengal mills last Januais-- 
about eight months betoic tin- war was dec hired. Thus, the demand 
We met this scat is in some measure* 1 1 k ** 1 \ to b<» increased next sear 
if tin* war continues, tor war purposes would not in arts svay cease. 
Even if the prc*sc*nt demand on is is maintained and does not increase 
in any was, I feel that there is no apprehension for a substantial fall 
in the price of jute* It has been argued that if jute cultivation is 
not controlled, the expansion in jute cultivation might 'be colossal. I 
ask the II on'bb* Minister in charge to look up statistical evidence to 
prove this contention of bis In the year 1 9‘Jt> when tin* price* ( ,f jute 
went up to about IN. J4t) the pile land under cultivation m the* follow- 
ing sear went up onl\ by about 10 per cent. The position is this; 
there is a sort of inelasticity in the matter of agricultural production, 
particularls m regard to area under cultivation. Our cultivators do 
not and cannot adjust rhejt cultivation immediatcls following a parti- * 
cular kind of demand in a particular sc*ar. The* land is there, flees 
cannot extend the* land nor can thev ordinarily contract their culti- 
vation. A** a result of this many of them suffered during the period 
of depression. The position being that tlrere is rather an inelastic- 
supply of land, tire maximum increase in the area under cultivation 
that might f*e expec*ted would be* fr^m about 10 per cent, to a very 
large maximum which might be conceived of, name!*, l-*» per crent. 

17 
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If the production exceeds even through some degree of intensive 
cultivation to an extent that the total yield comes up to about 25 per 
*. cent, more than the current year’s production, the whole effect of that 
would be that the price of jute might fall from about Rs. 18 as was 
obtained during certain weeks of the current year to about Rs. 12, 
Rh. Id or Rs. 14. Even then the price would be very much economical 
and fairly profitable to the cultivators of Bengal. There is absolutely 
no ground for the apprehension— the bogey— that immediately the 
control is lifted, there will he a (omplele smash oi the whole range of 
prices,— as some of m\ friends who are dealing in the Fatka market 
apprehend, — and that probably the price will collapse and June and 
July delivery prices may go down to Rs. 50, Rs. 40 or even less. I do 
not mind what may be happening in the Fatka market. As a matter 
of fact, yesterday I was fold that some prominent member of the 
Muslim ( h umber of ( ommeree sold heavily, apprehensive of the 
probable lifting up of the Regulation. The result was that the price 
came down by Rs. *1 or Rs. 4. This morning also tin* price was showing 
a tendency of falling down. This will probably continue for another 
three or four days. This i. s not a matter m which we are interested. 
We are going to >ee the ultimate effect of the whole measure on the 
( ulf ivatms of Bengal. ! find that the euliixatois o{ Bengal would get 
more money into their pockets it the present Ordinance is lifted and 
if they ale allowed to culti\ate m then own w;i\ Mils \»»ar as in the 
last ,\ eat . I would ex pet t Government i*» make hettet arrangements 
tor the survey of jute land and toller lion of stations t] lu < no 
cultivator may have any yrievam e After all, wt* are not in a position 
to deal justice to each and even individual— that i- what the Hon’hle 
( hief M inister argued. But ttdleitive statistics a misnomer. When 
you o to a village it a villager who is unjustly handled owing to the 
miscalculation of your officers and who may staivo with his family* on 
account of that, comes up to you and beg for dal-hhat] it is tire respon- 
sibility of the Hon’ble Thief Minister to provide for it. I want the 
Government to realise that they have not been able to collect correct 
statistics and correct figures, and it will be really highly prejudicial to 
the interests of cultivators to frame any measure of restriction on the 
basis of the statistics now <olleeted. Thousands ot villagers are 
coming up with complaints. W e find reports ot complaint from all 
parts of the province that this year it would be extremely unfair to the 
villagers if any restriction on the basis of 1989 quota is followed. As 
a matter of fact, on the floor of the Iloiise, feeling has been given 
expression to that in certain parts of North Bengal. East Bengal, West 
Bengal and Midnapore district, no statistics were taken at all, village 
after village. I can name instances of villages where jute recorders 
did not go at all and those people 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Is the opposition mainly 
on the ground that recording is inaccurate? 
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Df» HALIHAK8HA SANYAL: Ye>, mainly. That is why it will 
be extremely unjust and unfair to the cultivators. We are absolutely 
at one with the principle and object of the Bill. But 1 would a*k 
Government to examine how far it would be desirable am) practicable 
•to give effect to the measure in the current year. 

There is another aspect of the question which 1 want the House to 
seriously consider. You may he aware that a part of the jute export 
duty comes to the province of Bengal. But, you might not the aware 
that the surplus out of the duty which i> allocated to Bengal is allocated 
to all the jute-growing provimes pro rota on the area under jute culti- 
vation in each province. Threatened ii- we arc with a financial deficit, 
would it be fair to give other provimes a larger -bate of tin* total jute 
export dut \ and to permit this province of Bengal to suffer a smaller 
share by artifii ial reduction m the area under jute cultivation m the 
current year before we compel other adjoining piovinees to come in line 
with us!' I ask you very seriously to coiisidei that if the proportion 
that is allocated to Bengal from out of the jute export duty is lower, 
then then* will be very mm li more serious deficit and we will have to 
fate a larger decree of taxation Aieoiu friends of the Coalition Baity 
prepared to go to the villagers onl\ to tell them that they have brought 
misery to the fultivatoi- tin- war, a«* tiovcrnnicnl have not ’U*i*n alble 
to take a correit estimate of then lands under jute cultivation!' Could 
we satisfy the villagers |»\ saving that we have been try in# to do what- 
ever We think best for tin *m with the litfh* bit of knowledge at our 
disposal, and they mini please keep quiet We ale jjivinjL; them -ome 
burden of taxes on their shoulders and the\ will be -till nmn* qui"t- 
the quietude of death!' That i*» the situation whoh 1 a-k (tovernment 
to carefully \ iMiuli/e. 

There are also other amendments proposed consequential amend- 
ments, I illicit sav - amendments relating to punishment- for failure 
to comply with the provisions piojM»ed under this amendment, which 
also merit similar observations. 1 will not take the time of the House 
anv more. The same ob-ervations would apply equally to all. If the 
Government propose to pursue the policy of regulation this \eur, 
probulbly they would be doing the grossest injustice to the cultivators 
of Bengal that they could do without knowing that they are doing it. 
It might be that jn**< at the present moment, as there had been some 
amount of clamour on the part of certain seel ions of the people, there 
may be some necessity for saying — as (tovernment have been declaring 
from time to time and issuing communiques statin# — that the intention 
of the Government is to force up prices. It might also be that it is to 
the interest of certain ] arsons — certain individuals highly placed*— to 
force up prices or keep up the prices at a high level, but that w'ill not 
be to the permanent benefit of the jute-growers of Bengal. At the 
present moment, there is hardly f» per cent, of the jute crop in the 
hands of the actual peasants and if there is any rise maintained at this 
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stage, it would only mean that certain middle-men would benefit out 
of that. What always happens, there is a tendency during the sowing 
season or just before sowing to declare that high price is likely to he 
obtained in the following year. That tendency will he accentuated by 
a measure of this eharaetet. Kver.y year, we find and even to-dav, w'c 
find that actual deliveries to-day are two or three rupees higher than 
the Fatka price. This of course is very rarely attained. Why is it 
Hit? It is beta use in the sowing season, the tenfleney of the mill-ownera 
is to >ny that the tendency of the juice is to go up and the poo** culti- 
vators are deluded to cultivate more lands with jute. Let not Govern- 
meiit the drawn into that game. 1 ask the Honble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan, who knows the peasants of Bengal very intimately, and I ask the 
Chief Minister also, to pause, consider and \er\ carefully examine the 
provision of the Bill and at least stay their hands from tin* injustice 
that they are going to pei|>etrate on the tenantry of Bengal by jurrsiung 
this measure of regulation of 19411. 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is with a full 

sense ol responsibility that I rise to op|»o>t* the amendment of the 
Hon’lhle Minister. In general my party is prepared to gi\«. supjmrt to 
this Ministry in legislation which we consider t<> h,> sound and i r» the 
best interests ot the proyime. We haye (oiisidered ‘his „mendmetit 
very raietully, ami we haye come to the com lusion that it i' neither in 
the interests ot the /v //#//#/ not in the interest ol this province as a whole. 
I will agree Lilly with !)i Sanyal tor once jierhaji- (Laughter ) that 
file survey which (?u\ei nmciit ha\e undei taken or ha\e attempted to 
undertake is absolutely incomplete and inaccurate. It this amendment 
is passed and regulation tomes into force this year, there will be evasions 
and abuses, and 1 am sorry to say \er\ t onsidei able iujitst it *• to the 
rnifftrJ. We liave heard. Sir, various seliem«*s of relaxations which 
might be allowed to the rtnyat and various measures which might be 
put forward which would render this amendment and regulation this 
year a complete and absolute farce. Well, Sir, that may be, but we 
in this party still consider that despite these hints we should oppose 
this amendment. We do not know exactly from what source Govern- 
ment haye obtained the statistics which have induced them to bring 
forward restriction tor this year. They certainly have not consulted 
any of the interests which might have been able to advise them on this 
point 1 am amazed. Sir. that Government should pass over so lightly 
Hie possibility ot very heavy war demands, l^t is impo->ilde for them, 
1 maintain, or anyone else to judge at this particular jum ture what will 
bo required in the way of goods for war purposes, and 1 can only stress 
the terrible danger to this province if yve have an insufficient supply 
available. It may Ik* news to members of this House, — blit I do not* 
think it is, — that the world stocks of jute at the end of .Tune are likely 
to he abnormally low and unless there is an ample margin to provide 
aguinst the possible vagary of weatier conditions which might account 
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for anything up to ‘Jo per cent. and tin* possible heav y demands for war 
goods, we consider that it would he absolutely dangerous to etnhnrk 
upon restriction. 1 will refer briefly to other jute-growing provinces. 
Mr. Kennedy in speaking on Monday streamed this point, and 1 think 
I can only emphasise what he said then. Then' is a veiy grave danger 
to this province in restricting without having the full co-operation of 
the other jute-grow ing juoviim es 1 can tell the Home that we have 
evident e that othei jute-gmwing provinces are definitely putting up 
propaganda to increase then pite imp'., and I need io*t stress what 
elicit that will lia\e on this province in relation to the pite export ta\. 
This \eai lindouihtedlv it \oti restric t it would he a golden opportunity 
foT those pio\Nue> We in this part\, Sn, have no objection to 
rest i id mn ot tin* jute < mp provnled there an* reasonable safeguards for 
the interests of this province, and we annie lhat one essential safeguard 
is the wholesale Mi-opei .it ion >t the othei pile-u I ow mg provinces. 

1 would end up, Sn, I > \ warning Government that lesiiiition this 
year ■ institutes a verv mave dangci to t lie miytit ami also to this 
province. 1 would repeat again, sit, that we d»* not oppose rest net ton 

hut W e d • Oppose ,t to; t h ,s \ ear 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mi Sham-, old in, it will he d'* si talde 1 1 V oil 
explain tlie atilt ude «d vein paitv Atlci tli.il I will .ek ihe 1 1 on’ hie 
Clliel M i hi si .- 1 to explain the whole |os|tmn li lloue i- agmeluent 
on all sides ij 1 he House, t lie in a 1 1 «• | udl he siniplltied. 

Mr. 8HAMSU0DIN AHMED: Sn. f.u as the altitude ot thin 

paitv is t o ri * * tried, theie |. in t the least * I * »» l f Hiat we am in l.ivotir 

of iesiM«ti»n. tut les'nMiori miM he t.dlowed uj. hv hviiioii ot mitn- 
111 ll III pi it e Apart llulil that 1 aglec with Ml Wdkei, the l.eadei 
of trie 1 ill l c .{ *•, 1 1 1 1‘aity. and Dr S..n\al, who ;u! the <as » cm \ ably, 
tlial gie.it dahL'ei Would follow ii tills (jm-stiou oj lestii.tioti 's taken 
Up as has been put ha ward bv llie lEn'hle Mr I .mt/udd! ii hbm I 
pet>onall\ and on behalf of III \ ].,.lt\ (an m\ tills, that so l.o as tire 

statMn s that have U*c n taken and lire data til. ct f to \ eltr men 1 h.is taken 
floin the iitiyut n this v«ai .in coioi Hied. I li<ois.iinls el objections have* 
1k‘<*u put feuwate! Wrthc.lt letting out tin se. mts ot I he ( ahinet 
bec ause I fiad the iioiiorn ot holding this jtoit folio toi at least d moritlm 
— I call say that I li.nl made UJ ItlV mind eh 'cttallr Issue w||i'h the* 
Horfhle Chief Ministei 0 knows | < .ni »jiiile realise- 1 1n* danger iliaf 

will f cdlo vv this veal’s nitric tion of crops with data which a.e m»t . nlv 
incomplete hut mac i urate. It will 1 m* avoided h\ the ran/ot il voii do 
follow it whether by Ordinance <o hv Legisiat ion ; the itinm** will 
*di*<d>ev these coders and will sow' then crops a* they wish. What 
would Ik* the result if they do this*' If you want to fedlow this m«tnc* 
tion up. you will have to bring those rmyat .< Indore courts <d law and 
punish them. By doing this, yo| will bring down, the Government 
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before the eyes of the public because the public know that this year’s 
statistics are not only not accurate, but they were taken at a time 
when they should not have been done. 1 do not know under what 
circumstances Government took to their head to spend about 7 or 8 
lakhs of rupees. If I were in charge of the portfolio I would not have 
done so. It was my intention that if statistics were to be taken, it 
should have been taken at a time when the crop was on the land and 
not when the crop hud already been reaped. Even in some cases people 
do not know where the lands are and which lands are cultivated. 
Notices were not properly issued by Government. People thought that 
possibly new taxation would come forward and people came to me and 
asked, Well, Su, taxes and other penalties will follow, so let us put 
in reduced acreage’* and so on. Therefore, Sir, sn far as this party 
is concerned, the views are not only well expressed, hut in the present 
atmosphere of the whole province we aie for restriction, we are tor 
legislation, we are tor' fixation ot the minimum price of jute so that 
not only the cultivators might profit hv it, but Bengal might get \eiv 
good prices for jute. Jute is one of the . rops h\ which Bengal can 
grow rich. Even the middle-men can piofil by this crop; the cultiva- 
tors call ha\e heaps of ru|**e- by growing ihts (top. Therefore, Sit, 

1 would request my triend the ILuThle Mi Tami/uddin and the Hon’hle 
the ( hiet Ministei that this rest rut ion should 1 h* absolutely withdrawn 
at least for this year. Of course, I do not mind lestrietion, leit let 
pro|H*r statistics be taken, a piopei stii\e\ }>e made and lei not money 
be s|*‘tit lavishly as in this \e.n It that is done. I think it wall 
redound to the credit of the Government of Bengal as also to the eiedit 
of the Bengal rmyat*. 


Mr, SPEAKERS I his is just the jwunl I his is a \er\ important 
and serious matter which lias }>eeii discussed. Government have 
explained their attitude to me. and 1 ho|»c they will decide the question 
on the merits ot the discussion in this House And m \iew of that 
and in view of the iu»|>ottnnre of the matter, I will call upon different 
parties to explain their attitude in as few w-mls as jiossihle, hut I do 
not pio|s»e to take votes to-day , it required. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Su. let u > hear Government 
to-morrow. 

* f 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Government will give their decision on Monday, 
because to-morrow is a non-official day and you cannot finish it to-day. 

Tht Hon’bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. if only different 
speakers would give the assurance to the House that they would finish 
in as few words as jsjssible without any detailed arguments as to what 
their own views are, we may be ubll to come to a decision to-day. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If y oil tan come t«» a decision now, then* will be 
an end of the matter. Will there be anybody on behalf of your party 
to explain in a very few words '1 

Matrivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mi. Sjieaker, Sir, 1 would request 
the Ifon'ble Mimstei to withdraw the amendment that he has moved. 
My position is this. The war is now continuing. and it will continue 
probably for years togethei. In that view, the jute muiket may con- 
tinue to 1 k‘ in the condition in which it is at present. So, Sn , this is 
one argument. 

Another argument i> that the lecoids haw Immmi j>iepaied this yeai 
rather m a had way. It was mt possible foi tin* lb n'ble Minister-in- 
ch urg<* to look thoroughly into the atfaiis ot tin* .lute Resist tat ion 
Dtqxi it merit. His own depaitment did not contain experts So he had 
to go to another department, and there some delay took plate That 
is why probnbh the tetonls could not he prepared toncetly and tin* 
mistakes rectifit*d within tin* prescrilted limit ot time, as they should 
have l>ecn dom* I myself have notned that in main villages jeconls 
ha\t* not l»een piepaied iniiedlv In some cast's the cultivatots couhi 
m>t even avail tht*mscl\cs ot ihe opportunity ot h.inuga pro|K*r lecord 
of tin* land undei jute < ultiv atn.n In tins view, Sir-, I think we. should 
not have icMmtion ot jute if! 1‘UO 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sn. on behalf ot nn party, 1 

opJNee restnction ot jute Not that pite shouhl not he regulated 
For it is a good thing- t** ilo it But in this yeai what has been done? 
ITieie has been .i suivev, but tha* -uivcv is absolutely wiong. and if 
we pioeeetl on the b,»>i< ot that suivev, it will U* veiy tlitfn ult tor the 
people to go on with then mutual lultivatnui ot jute. Reduction is 
to Ik* placed, but that should U* dom- on a sound basis Then* should 
be a survey, an .Militate suivev liefote .my lesuntion is placed. We 
have been receiving thousands ot apple atioiis hom the people < omplain- 
iug that if restriction is im|m*od, :t will cause great difficulty There- 
fore, Sir, we request (iov eminent not to impose n-sli niton ibis year. 
They must piepaie ptojtei statistic betoie thev i afi impose iestrichon. 

Mr, 8PEAKER : Will. Will Sp*ak on Icchalf ot the S< heduied ('antes? 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: 1 shall sjeeak, Sir The 

Hoii’hle Ministei has saicl on hi- first consideration motion that a 
survey has l>een made. That is true, but he has confessed that the 
record has been prepared in su< h a way that many agriculturists huve 
got a record of increased land, which they did not actually cultivate. 
He has also said, Sir, that the sum total of molded acreage in Bengal 
does not fall short of the previous yeai. Cert a inly. Sir, from these 
two confessions one would nec essarily) come to the conclusion that many 
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agi iculturist# could not record their lands, and in the total acreage 
oi the year under record many agriculturists had lands molded in 
excess oi what they actually had trtidei cultivation. That is a clear 
confession that the jute lecoid that has been piepared this year is nut 
a correct record. 1 have got, Sii, several petitions troin my constitu- 
ency. In one ]ietition ' 2 \>\ members have signed it: while in another 
union hoard more than d()<) jieople have signed a requisition that the 
jute record is not a eoimt lecoid. 1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So, \ou nji]Misc I lie motion? 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Ye-, So, I op] rose H and at 
the same time I sav that a fresh reioid should he made m HMO. hefon' 
pr< reeding with restriction. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sn, whatever ma\ he ihe 

future* of jute in Bengal in the \e,n ] 5) 1(1. it luis been e\tiemel\ pi v- 
s,i ii t to us to heal the sjieec lies iliat have been dehveied hi a spun 
cnluelv flee horn a poll! leal bias and, as J teel. with the sole desue 
ot advising (ioveinnM*nl mi a ((iiesiimi oi this natine Baitght with smb 
vital consequences to tin* peasanliv ot Bengal 1 lie House will leahse 
that tin 1 question oi the regulation ot jute has ireen hetme the tioveni- 
ment ioi some time past, and it was de< ided untoi t unateix lathei late, 
that even )oi this \(>.u then* should he some amount ot n -tm tom. We 
immediately proceeded to make a siinn and we aie now told pimli- 
callv fiom all **e< timis oi the House that the sinvev that h..s been mole 
is lull ot detec Is 

Now, Sir, 1 am not plepaied t • » -<> to tint length. hut 1 .tin Bee 
to admit that in the short tim • within w lm h »an ofhtcis have tiled to 
make a siuvev ot the pile aeieage, t he eondi t lotis aUo umb*r which tliey 
have worked, and tin* paucitv ot otlieets who have had expei ieme of lliis 
knid of woik, niiiv all have combined to lendei the l ei i i d in some 
respects detective: hut at the same time the n*i mih have given io a 
fairly an mate idea ot the aeieage oi jute ill Bengal f am Bee to 
admit that then* have Ireen l epi csenlat ions made to tiov inmrnl fn>iii 
various pints ot the countn icg.iidiug m<< meielv the inaeema<\ of 
Hie recoid, hut also t In* tact that in main plac es then have been lio 
entiies ot the jute-giowing areas. Kven to-dav 1 li.ive leceived several 
telegiums and tliev aie ]H>unng in even day. And the members of 
• the Coalition party with whom we have been consulting Bom turn* to 
time have assured us that these objections and these complaints aie 
very well founded. The position, therefore, is that it we are to have 
restriction we must have restriction on the basis of records which have 
lx*en condemned bv almost all sections ot the House. As has Ireen 
pointed out by I>r. Snnvul. it is better that there should lie no restric- 
tion than that there should lie fyudship caused to any cultivator or 
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that, even unwittingly, we should he the cause of doing any kind of 
injury to any cultivator in Bengal. We ha ye theictoie U*en consider- 
mg this question and from the dehate that ha** taken place it is evident 
that there is almost a unanimity of opinion that it would he unwise, 
if nothing else, to proceed with tin* woik of restriction at least tor this 
year. 1940. One thing that is absolutely necessary is to allow some 
kind of lelaxation in the m.itiei ot permitting cultnatois to put in 
objections, in c ast 4 we pioc c<*d with our woik of lesti n tnm iliis year, 
hut tin 4 jNisitinii 1 h 4 c oiiic's absolutely c leal that stic h a method would 
itself nullity the very object ot tin 1 Oidiname. It \ou allow tin* ciilti- 
y.ifoi^ to s< w niel i m i i in t na t c 4 l \ and then allow ohje« lions to j«»m in, 
practically theie will he 4 <mhs< i mmiatc sowing and then mur lands 
yyeie *o »w n w 1 1 h juie, it will ho very tlitln ult i * * nullity tin* insult of 
such action 1 * l osec ut nn might he undertaken, hut then that would 
make cycmuie ot us \ei\ •injMipnlui All ilongs c oiisuleiecl, theie- 
ioie, it Nci'nis to us that t" vein merit would 1 m • taking upon itsclt a 
\et\ hea\ y ie*»ponsi lain \ to <_ * ► against the coiisiri*ii* <»l 'cjunnui and 
t< i«*!sivt m a polu \ i-t i est j j|.|i*»n .n the* \*ui 1 ( * 1 < I Wc do n < > t how- 
♦* y <>i admit that no good would ha\e conn* it y\r had he*iri aide* to go oil 
with lesliiction and even now. although siiiip meinheis ni the t'oahtion 
patty h.i\<‘ 'j okeii against t }i i ^ clause, nevet t heless, w «* had e|e, nh‘d 
tc» go on with jesiiuiicn. ! have no chmht that they would ha\e s\i|>- 
posted this |nlu\ cScmie memlxrs tiojn the (oalitioii Hern hex . (Vi- 
taml\ i . lujt the question i*. not whether w e‘ can c at r \ tin*- clause in 
tin* House ,11 the teeth et •ip|ms,tniti. hut 'he (|Uc‘stion js whether III 
\sew i t the opinn ns that have been finely e\pi<*-sec|, w * should not 

yield to the opinion which has heel! socle. oh e\pie**sed .ind fa!] u hue* 

with those win have taken pait in the del .itc end vein* leave .ilvised 

tllat ill tin’s*' < in uin-lal.e es tin- clause -he, rid he withdlaWi, 

Si). 1 have* cci|isj|ilt‘d my col) ague** and I am aUtlloiised to slate 
that ,n view ot the opinions th* 1 ha\<* been e\piew*d in this House, 
tjiov e’ nmeiit aie piep.ned t. witlnhaw thi^ motion. 'lamd clients Jioin 
the <dngte*ss Hem lies i Tice* ie**ult will he that tin* thdinamc* will 
hay* 1 to he witheliawn. hut wc* e\p«it that s<. t.ci .c> the pc’imifient 

regulatn II ot Jllte Is e c me el fed . the Hill that Will he hetoie th* 4 House* 
will he one w hie ii will eimrge* a* .«n Act full of gloat ]»o***ihiltt ins tor 
the tut tn t* ot jute in Hen gal We have only otn oh}c< t ju mow- which 
is to i o-e petal** tc» solve a c j u* 1 s I ion of im*\tiuah!(‘ diffie ulty fuistfitig 
with many e oinplii ated 1n< toi s iiiiel many e oinjdie atoel ejnestions It m 
for the present that We* ale letiacmg cun ste|w*, aliel we are lining so 
uneler the* lx^t of advice and in a spilit <d coin pi with all see tloim 
in this House. I have got nothing fuithej to sav. ) hoj**, Sit, that 
tin* decision that we have taken will redound to the pm*q»eiitv of tho 
peasant jxipulat ion of Bengal. ( lAiud and eontinued cheers fiorri nil 
wide# of th** Housed 
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The Hon’We Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to withdraw 
my motion No. 75. 

Mr. SPEAKER: lautve has been asked by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizud- 
<]in Khan to withdraw his motion No. 75. Is there any objection? 

(There was no objection.) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin, Khan that after clause 
5 the following clause be inserted, namely: — 

5 A. For the purpose of giving immediate effect to the object of 
this Act in so far as it relates to the regulation of the growing of jute, 
and notwithstanding an\ thing contained elsewhere in this Act, in the 
year 1940 — 

(1 ) no grower of jute shall grow jute unless there lias been entered 
in the record' the name either of himself or of his predeces- 
sor in interest, 

(2) no grower of jute shall grow jute on any area of land in excess 
of tin* area entered in the record against the name either 
of himself or of his predecessor in interest, 

(•]) the Director of Land Records, or an\ person authorized bv him 
b\ general or special order in this behalf, shall in the 
prescribed manner report to the Subdivision.il Magistrate 
even case in whirb jute is grown in the Near 1940 by any 
grower of jute in contr.nention of nn\ of the provisions of 
this section, and 

(4 ) for the purposes of thi* section “lecord'* means the record 
prepared h\ the Director ot Land Records of ail lands on 
which jute was grown in the \ear 1949 h> any grower of 
jute and of such land's on which juu* was grown in the year 
194, S In .in\ grower of jute as are incorporated in that 
record, 

was then, In leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As the main thing g»>es, all the amendments fail. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of information. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 know of it. and 1 will consider the point to- 
morrow. 1 will now adjourn the House. 

Adjournment. 

It being 7-40 p.ui. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 1st March, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Ihk Asskmhly met in the Assembly House, (tilcuttu, on Friday, 
the Jst March, 1940, at 4,4"' p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'hle Khan IVahadur M A/i/ri. o i.k.) 

in the (hair, ten Hon’hle Minister-' and members 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Sufferings of people of Dhakuria and Tiljala due to flood. 

*154. Dr. NALINAK8H A SANYAL: <//) Is the Hon'hle Minister 
in charge ot the ! > ul»l i« • Ileal* h Department aware of the sufferings of 
the people of Dhakurtaand I lljalu wards of the Tollygunge M uniejpality 
due to increasing onrush of flood on their homesteads for the last, few 
years '1 

ih) if the answer t • » Im U in the aflir mat i ve, will the Ifon’hle 
Minister he pleavd to state what measures the (io\ eminent propose to 
adopt for the immediate alienation of the distress of the people as well 
as for the ultimate eontrol of ihe flood!" 

(V> Have the (»o\ ernment taken any steps so far in that < ouneetion ? 

(d) Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to state what are the 
approximate periods ot time b\ which these measures may he com- 
pleted Y 


MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the 
Hofi’blt Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daooe): (a) Yen 

(bi to (</> The hon’hle member is referred to the reply given on the 
24th August. 19*D, by the then Health Minister, to starred question 
No. 18 A, asked by Mr. X. Sen, and to the reply given by me during 
the current session to unstarred question No. 44, by Rai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhuri. • 



QUESTIONS. 


[1st Mab., 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer to Rai 
llurendru Nath Chaudhuri's unstarred question No. 44, may I enquire 
what happened between November. 19*18, when the final report and 
estimates of the Engineer were prepared and the scheme was ready 
and now to prevent Government from pursuing the scheme? In that 
answer it is stated that the final Public- Health Department Engineer’s 
scheme, t he cost of which wan estimated at Its. 1.50,000 was prepared 
and sent ; thereafter, there was some correspondence between the 
Tolj.v^uime Municipulit\ , th^ ( alcutta Corporation and the Govern- 
ment, and on that account there was delav. 1 am just reminding you 
of the answer. Mn\ I know what happened between May, 1988. when 
the last reply was sent and Eehruan, 1940, i.f., the present time? 
Why have in ft (invi'i'ii limit pnn*<'ci](‘<l witli tin* schenic aftrr that)* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You iiii^ht st 1 ai<L r htaw a\ ,i'k the question : 
why ha\e not Government pioeeeded with the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It ,'s not a fact that the Government have not proceeded with the 
scheme. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is ul,\ 1 leieucd to the 
ttnswei to Pai llan n <1 1 a Nath Clia iidluu ; " question The last letter 
with which the matte- rest' is dated tip* 1 1th May, 1998. Since then it 
docs not appeal t It at anythin" has been done 1 should like to know 
what happened between May, 19 dS, arid now 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I think it y on lead the statement it makes the 
whole tiling clear. There was a Conference. After that it was stated 
that the' matter should be pio< reded with, and that the Calcutta 
Corporation should do soim thins. Apparently the (ahutta Corpora- 
tion did not do any tiling. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That was )nnj» a*o. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Nothing happened afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That wits tlie last thinjj we heard. 

The Hon’bfe Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

This is un assumption of the hmiomable member which is not correct. 
If he wishes to know I may inform him that the plans and estimate® 
are ready, and we are just sending them off to the municipality for 
their approval. 
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Df« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In the statement it in stated that 
the municipality's approval has been received. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The estimates prepared are bein'*' sent to the municipalitv for its final 
approval. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How main ’‘hnal ’ approval* are 
repaired Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That I could not su\ . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister Ire 
pleaded to state b\ v\ hut time tlic scheme could be expected to Ik* 
completed v 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

That I could not sa\ very well. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: I* it u fact that the whole urea 
k r et * coveierl with water and that it is impossible tor people to come 
out of their house*!" 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It i* true that (he area yets covered with water, but I cannot soy that 
the people cannot come out ot their houses. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is il u tact that the llon’ble 
Minister in charge ot Ijotul SelMiovernment and the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Irrigation, visited those [daces themselves, and, it so, why, 
even after huvimr persona 11 v seen the conditions there, the\ have not 
taken any action'" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai quest ion does not arise 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is it a fait that the Hon’fm- 
Min inters visited those places'" 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: They went: that is stated in the 
reply. 
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Water-hyacinth menace in Bakarganj. 

•166. Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: { a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware that the agriculture, sanitation, communications and drainage 
of the district of Bakarganj are being affected through — 

(?) accumulation of water-hyacinth in the water-logged bil areas; 

* (ii) silted up khah; and 

(m) lack of embankment of the Satla bil ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lx* pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken or they projxise to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge cf COMMUNICATIONS and W0RK8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Snstftandra Nandy, of Co&sim- 
buar): ((/) Owing to the accumulation of water-hvacinth in bib* and 
waterways and the silting up of khals through natural am) man -made 
causes, the sanitation, agriculture, communit ations and drainage of 
some places in the district of Bakarganj have been adversely affected. 
The Satla bil covers a very extensne area and the construction of an 
embankment round such an area docs not appeur to be the }>est way of 
improving agriculture, sanitation, communications and drainage. 

(b) Investigations are being made with a view to the preparation of 
schemes for the improvement of the affected areas. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the lion Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether a scheme for the construction of an embank- 
ment of the Satla htl with sluices for letting in and out the water 
according to necessity has been considered? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Owsimbazar: 

This is a matter which is receiving the attention of Government. 

I remember it was brought to the notice of Government by the 
honourable member during the budget discussion last year, and the 
question is being examined by experts It is premature to say what 
will he their recommendations — whether they will recommend sluices 
for the drainage of thut area or recommend some other measures. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon Tde Minister be pleased to state whether Government are 
proceeding only with a scheme for the Satla bil area and not other 
affected areas? 
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Tha Hon’bli Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cots fabazar: 

The Satla bil area was the area whic h was .spec ially mentioned by the 
honourable member and the question of other areas which are eonneoted 
with it or will require to be considered along with the scheme for the 
Satla hi I area will, I lielieve, also In* considered when the investiga- 
tion is taken in hand. 

Matllvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of appointing a Special Officer to 
examine the question of the clearing of watcr-h yuetnth and the silting 
cjf (dials and hilsY 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of CoMtmtouir: 

To take the question foi the whole province will he too big a question 
for tm* to ansuer off-hand, but wc* shall consider the* suggestion when 
the proper time comes. 

Provision of facilities for waiting rooms and latrines for females in 
Sub* Registry offices. 

*156. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: uiJ^Jh the 
Ron’hle Minister in 4 barge of the Kducation (Registration) Department 
aware that in main Suh-Registn offices in Bengal there are no — 

1 1 ) uniting rooms, and 

(//) urinals and latrines for the females? 

(b) It the answer to in) is in the affirmatnc will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state whut steps lie promises to take in the 
matter Y 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) In some ot the offices there itre 
no waiting rooms, urinals or latrines. 

(h) There is provision for waiting rooms in offices located in all 
Government building-s and in some hired buildings. Owners of "hired 
buildings in which no such facility exists are being gradually ihduced 
to provide waiting rooms. 

There are arrangements for latrines iri or nearabout offices situated 
in municipal areas. Ltye to the heav\ cost involved as well as the 
paucity of sweepers, it is not possible to make such arrangements in 
other offices. Parties make their own arrangement according <0 the 
custom of the countryside. 

Maillvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With respect to answer to 
question ( 6 ) in view of the fact that females have to wait in the Sub- 
Registry offices, sometimes for 6 UJ 8 hours, and in view of the fact that 
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them* offices arc situated generally in thana headquarters where 
-sweepers are available, will the Ilrm'ble Minister be pleased to say 
whether Govern merit consider the desirability of providing facilities 
-for latrines and urinals tor females in those places? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ*. The answer is in the 
-affirmative. The Inspector-Genera! of Registration is himself looking 
into the quest ion, and he has instructed the Inspectors of Registration 
Office® tr> send up proposals. Rut it i-- a question of funds, and we are 
trying 1 1 » meet the situation as much as possible. 

Failure of cardamom and other crops in Darjeeling. 

•157. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: w» Is the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware— 

(/) that there has lx*en failure of the cardamom, potato and maize 
crops in Darjeeling distrht owing to drought lust \ear ; 


(f #) that this has caused misery among tire < ultivators of the district; 
and 



rities for total remission of rents in the khas nuiha! areas? 


(b) If the answer to \a) is in the affirmative, will the lion 'hie 
Minister l>e pleased to state whethei it is in the contemplation of 
'Government to grant remission of rent to the tenants of the khti> mahtil 
areas in the district ? 

MINI8TER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
lir Bijoy Prasad 8tngh Roy): (n) (-> ) Yes. There has been partial 
failure of the < rops mentioned 

(;7) To a certain extent. 

Q/0 Yes. 

(b) Yes. It is under contemplation of Government to grant partial 
remission of rent according to the extent of damage done. 

Prevention of floods due to breeches in the embankment of the Coomti 

in Tippora. 

•158. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’bie 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether there was a conference called by the Hon’bie 
Minister with some members of thii House as well as of the Council 
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for the Tippera district to solve the problem of preventing floods due 
to the breaches in the embankment of the river Goomti in the district 
of Tippera? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the members assembled there 
agreed with the Chief Engineer of the Government of Ileng&l-- 

(») that the only solution to prevent flood is to abolish embank- 
ments of lK)th sides of the river Goomti in the district of 
Tipjiera; and 

Of) that pending the final solution b\ abolishing the embankments 
of both sides of the river Goomti the members pressed upon 
the Hon’ble Minister that that portion of the northern 
embankment which is not maintained either by the Govern- 
ment or Tippera Itnj should immediately lie looked after by 
the Government in order to prevent the floods which occu$ 
annually in that ywirtion for the last few years? 

(c) If the answei to (b)(it) is in the affirmative, will the Tlon’bla 
Minister he pleased to state what steps Government have taken — 

(i) to abolish the embankments for finally preventing re 

floods; and 

(??) for the maintenance of that jiortion of the embankment which 
is not maintained by the Government now? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coeeimbizar: 

(a) Yes. 

{b) It was agreed that the ideal solution would be to abandon the 
marginal embankments retaining sufficient length to protect (Emilia. 
It was also agreed that before the embankments were abandoned it 
was desirable to make a survey with the object of ascertaining the 
extent of any damage which might occur, and the jiossibility of 
preventing or minimising loss bv the introduction of alternative crape 
or otherwise. On the completion of this survey the quest)%) of 
abandonment should be finally decided. It was also considered that 
pending the final decision the non-Government jiortion of the embank- 
ment should be maintained in its present condition, i.e., breaches should 
be repaired as they occur but no effort should be made to raise the * 
height of the embankment. 

(c) 1 have ordered the preparation of an estimate of the cost of 
making a survey of the area likely to be affected if and when the 
embankments are abandoned. An estimate of the cost of maintaining 
the nongovernment portion in its present condition is being made, 
and the method of financing this work is under consideration. 

18 f 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the breaches in the non -Government portion 
which occurred due to flood last year have been repaired now? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, it ha* been said in the 
answer — “It wus also considered that pending the final decision the 
non-Govenunent portion of the embankment should be maintained in 
its present condition, ?>., breaches should be repaired as they occur but 
no effort should be made to raise t lie height of the embankment”. So 
my question is whether the breaches have been repaired. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What has been done in a particular year is a 

different question. 

* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. I only want to know 
whether the breaches have been repaired? 

Up Hon>ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, T believe some of them were repaired In the Collector. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon'hle M blister aware 
of the fact that the breaches have not been repaired? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister’s visit to Madaripur in January, 1940. 

•150. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister be pleased to state whether be visited Madaripur 
by the middle of January'. 1940? 

*(b) If so, was it an official visit? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the course of his speech at Madaripur he 
stated that it was not possible to fix a minimum ]>rice of jute? 

( d ) If so, was it his individual opinion or that of the Local Govern- 
ment P t 

(e) Is it a fact that he further stated that to improve their economic 
condition the peasantry of Bengal should take to small industries, 
horticulture and poultry, like the peasantry of Madras? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to state what 
arrangement the Government have made or propose to make for 
financing rural industries? 
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The Hoci'ble the CHIEF MINISTER (the HonHite Mr. A. K. Fexlul 
Huq): (o), (h) and (r) Yes. 

fe) It in not possible to answer Mich a question categorically. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

{/) The question is receiving attention. 

Mr. 8URENDRA N/tTH BI8WA8: Will the ll.mhle Minister 
be pleased to state whether the agriculturists who assembled there 
while he was at Madaripur demanded that a minimum price of jute 
should he fixed!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: What the\ demanded does not arise here. You 
wanted to know certain purport of his speech in your question. You 
can speak on that at the time of the budget discussion. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state* whethei he said that it was not possible to fix a 
minimum prire of jute? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 him. aiiHweml^lhat 

question. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BI8WAS: The answer is not intelligible. 

The Hor^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member 
will realize that it is ven difficult to answer such a question categori- 
cally. ye> or no. 

Mr. SUREViDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, I wanted to know what 

did he say about the fixing of the minimum price of jute. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid, that (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Sir, will you kindly help me 
in obtaining this information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I can tell you that I 
admitted your question with a good deal of reluctance. You will 
realise that it is iinpossibl# to get at what he acually meant unless a 
verbatim report of his speech is available. 

Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he asked the agriculturists who assembled 
there to improve their economic condition by taking to small industries, 
horticulture, poultry, etc., while in answer to the demand of the local 
people* for financial help to add to th^r income? 
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Mf. SPEAKER: He has already answered that question. 

4. 

Mr. SURE NORA NATH BI8WA8: May 1 know what was the 
demand Y 

n * 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does nqt arise. , 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the lion lde Minister 
he pleased to state if it is a fact that the Hon’lde M busier in asking 
them to improve their economic condition rebuked the people assembled 
there su\mg that the\ were not taking up Imrtii iilture. while he 
himself was 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 had better make a 
statement . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow you to make a statement now 

Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he pleased to state if lie is aware that there are already several 
organisations in Bengal like the All-India Village Industries Organisa- 
tion, the All-India Spinners Association, the Khadi Prnthistan, etc., 
engaged in introducing small industries in villages Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise 

Division of a Union into several wards for electioh purpose. 

*160. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) WiLl the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Loral Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether representations from the voters of various Union Boards 
have reached the Government to divide the Unions into several wards 
for proper representation of all the wards in a Union? 

(b) If the answer to (of is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any enquiry has been made in the matter; and 

(it) whether the Government huve come to a decision in the 
matter ? 

(c) Is the Hon* hie Minister considering the desirability of dividing 
each Union into several wards as has been done in the case of all ?muni» 
cipal , towns ? t 
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(d) I«f the Hon’ble Minister aware that the election of the Union 
Boards will take place in a few months’ time? j 

(*) If so, do the Government contemplate coming to their decision 
in the matter at an early date? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Mir^ter be pleased to state— 

(i) whether Ke has received any representation from the voters of 
Noagraro Fnfon No. 4, police-station Lohagnnth, in the 
district of Jessore, to divide that Union into several wards; 
and 


(ii) whether any enquiry 
Bitter? 




was made bv 


the Circle Officer in the 


( M ) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the Union is likely to he divided into 
wards ? 


The Hon’bNf Nawab Khuraja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) No. 

( b ) , (e) and (//) l)o not arise. 

(c) No. The lion hie member is referred to rule ^ of the Flection 
Rules for Union Boards, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. 
I may mention, however, that this matter will receive consideration in 
connection with the question of the introduction of the ballot system 
of voting in Union Board elections which is at present under examina- 
tion by Government. 

( d ) Government have no information. 

(/) No suck representation has been received. 


Improvement of the Falakata- Alipur-Duars Road in Jalpaiguri. 
•161. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH OA8 GUPTA; (a) Is the llon’ble 

Minister m charge of the ( ojimiu mentions and Works Department 

aware — 

(i) that the jurisdiction of the Alipur-Duars subdivision ot the 
Jalpaiguri district extends up to the -Taldaka river of the. 
Western Duars; 

(ft) that the people residing within the Madaribat, Dbupguri and 
Falakata police-stations have got to attend ebufts and public 
offices at Alipur-Duars ; 

! iii) that there is no direct rail commuLtcation from these places 
k to Alipur-Duars ; 
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* {iv) that . the oillyroad which connects these r iipur-Duarf 

is one u^metalled road which passes through Falakata and 
which is intersected by two big rivers, Toorsa and Kaljani, 
which are unbridged for which no motor bus communication 
is possible; and 

(v) that even carts cannot reach .\!?pur-I)uars from, these places 
before 12 to 1| hours? t 

( b ) Jf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will tin* Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government propose to take 
for the improvement of the Alipur-Duars Road? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Itssimbazari 

(a) ( i ) to (iv) Yes. 

(i>) I have no information. i 0 

(b) I hope that the improvement of tlie Falakata-Alijmr-Duars Road 
will be taken up in course of the next two or three years. 

* 

Ejectment of non-agricultural tenants in municipal areas and market 

places. 

•162. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the landlords are issuing notices on and institut- 
ing ejectment suits against the non-agricultural tenants in municipal 
towns and in market places, bandars and trade centres in large number 
after the publication of the Government communique in this connection 
on the 25th August, 1939? 

(b) If the unswer to (a) is in the affirmative, will v the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what step or steps the Government have 
taken or propose to take in the matter? 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Attention is drawn 
to the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temj>orarv Provisions) Bill, 
1940, which was introduced on the 15th February, 1940. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons which prompted internment to exclude 
some tenants in some municipal area* to wj^ich the Police Suburban 
'Act applies and tenantf under Central and Provincial Government and 

under certain !<*cnl hoJiofj? * 

v* p 

Th. Hon’bl. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The House will 
sooulget a chance of considering the rtljmrt of the Select Committee on 
the Non-Agricult ural Tenancy Bill, and I do not think it necessary 
to answer this question at present , 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of thw reply just now 

given by the Ifon’ble Minister, will he kindly stat<Aow it was possible 
to enact a temporary provision Bill for giving facilities to other classes 
of tenants than those referred to in my first question? 


* 

The Hen’ble Sir BIJOY RRA8AD 81 NO* ROY: The Bill will 
soon come up for consideration and the whole Question will be discussed 
in that connection. I do not carry in my memory the provisions of 
the Bill and I cannot repeat what they an*. 


Want of pAttform at Jangipur Road and Khagra Chat Road stations 
on the East Indian Railway. 

*1^3. Rai Sahib KIRIT BHU8AN DA8: <«> Is tl.r ll.m’l.lr 
Minister in charge of the Communications and WorU Department 
pware— 

(/) that the^e are no platforms at the Jangipur Bond and Khagra 
Ghat Uoad statious^m the Ka-J Indian Railway; 

(ii) that there is heavy , traffic of passengers at both stations owing 
the existence of the Civil and Criminal Courts at Jangi- 
pUr and Bcrhamporc, specially the latter place being the 
headquarters of the district; and 

(iii) that passengers, specially women, feel inconvenience in getting 
into the trains? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister 1m* pleased to state what steps lie proposes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHAttDRA NANOY, of Coaaimbazart 

(a) Yes. 

(/;) The attention of the Railway administration concerned was 
drawn to the matter in 1087 and it was ascertained from them that 
raised platforms at Khagra Glial Road and other stations would 1m* 
taken up for construtfiou when funds permitted according to the 
priority list prepared by^them. 

Ktzi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the ll<*’fde Minister be pleased 
to atafce whether Government is in a position t# give the information 
whether tile income of the Bust Indian Railway has been increased to 
auch an ixtent as to take up tkfr work of raised platforms, as iben- 
tioned in the answer? 

iL. SPEAKER: That questio J cannot be answered here. • 

* • 
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Application of Defence of India Rules, 1939, upon editors of journals 
4 in Bengal. 

•164. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hou hie 

Minister in charge of the i^Home Departu^nt he pleased to state — 

(t) the eases in which orders were issued, upon editors of journals 
in Bengal under rule 110 of the Defence of India Rules, 
19$9, up to the latest date available; and 

(ii) the steps taken by the Bengal Government or b\ competent 
officers of that Government in each of those case#to ascertain 
before such notices were issued how far the rejiorts published 
were based on false or inadequate information and how far 
they were covered In the exceptions mentioned <|o the 
explanatory note to section 2 (2) (v) under (liapter II of 
the Defence of India Act, 1939? 

(h) Is the Ilon’hle Minister aware — 

(i) that it is ditlienlt to conduct airy newspaper** it ihe editor arc 
called upon to expose the sources of their information or the 
names of their news correspondents; and I 

(it) that the action taken under rule 110 of the Defence ot India 
Rules, 1939, has caused some intimidation in a section of 
the Press and is likely to prevent a free and honest publica- 
tion, with a view to their removal, ot matters relating to 
maladministration, or which are producing or have a 
tendency to produce feelings of enmity or hatred between 
different classes of His Majesty’s subjects?* 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability ot resorting to 
the ordinary laws of the land and not to the special or emergency 
measures arising out of the war aitilation. for the prevention of the 
alleged “irresponsible dissemination of rumouiv and insinuations in 
some section of Press”? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 

* Khwajt 8ir Nazimudtfin) : (a) (/) A statement is placed on the Library 

table. 

(it) Each ease w us carefully scrutinised and the orders were isuued 
because the material published in no case was such that enquiries 
could be made to establish whether the allegations or insinuations made 
were true or false. The provisions of law quoted were borne in mind 
in making the orders. - ' 
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(6) (i) I recognise that editors prefer not to disclose names of 
informants. I do not admit that it is necessarily difficult to conduct 
a paper if they are required to do so. 

(ii) No. 

(c) I shall not hesitate tq resort to the ordinary law if I consider 
that it is adequate and .suitable to deal with* eases as they arise. For 
my views as to responsibility for the use of emergency powers at present 
the member is referred to paragraph ft of the press-note, dated the ‘Jnd 
February, 1940, of which a copy is placed on the Library table 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer («)(*), 
will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the specific offending 
article or articles on account of which each of these newspapers was 
served with the notices referred to? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, a statement has 
already been placed on the library table. If the honourable member 
wants further information I suggest the proper course would he to ask 
about the particular grievance that he may have and information will 
be supplied. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question was there and « 
statement is given. In the statement the names of the papers are 
given and the dates 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The answer is also there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hut I wanted to have further 
information elicited as to the offending article or articles for which 
each of these newspapers was served with notices. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Xaximuddiu, Dr. San.val wants to know 
whether you are prepared to let him have a lint of papers enumerating 
the articles— — 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The articles are uot given. Only 
the names of the papers are given. T wont the articles. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal wants the names of the articles with 
respect to which action was taken. 

Thu Hon’bJu Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, if the honourable 
member will put a fresh question giving the name of the paper against 
wht^h action was taken, I will certainly be able to give the information. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will th 5 Minister be 

pleased to state if with reference to the paper Hindmthan the two 
offending articles were and 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tliat question does, not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question is there and the 
press-note refers to these two articles. I will just read it out; it is 
mentioned and an editorial has been written therein by the editor of 
the Bengal W eekly that 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not concerned with that. I am concerned 
with the answer given to your question. You should ask questions 
arising out of that answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have asked that question. To 
that the reply has been given that if specific question is put 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, no. Fresh question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y on yourself supply information. You ask what 
was the reason for taking action against such and such papers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in most, if not all, of these cases the 
editors have been proceeded against for alleged articles relating to 
Hindu-Muslim tension? 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite possible, 
Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any paper conducted by Muslim editors that hoe 
eought to inflame Muslim feelings against Hindus has been proceeded 
against ? 

The Hoit'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, a> far as this parti- 
cular section is concerned it deals with the publication of allegations 
.which cannot be verified or replied to by Government. Action has been 
taken to find out the source from which these allegations have emanated, 
so that Government can either meet those points or refute them. Tn 
the case of Muslim papers no such allegations have been made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that Muslim papers 
were not proceeded against because Government are already in pot^es- 
•ion of the sourcp? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot ask that question. You ask whether 
Muslim papers were proceeded against or not 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Hon’lde Minister himself 
suggests that Government has proceeded against certain newspapers 
where the\ have not got sufficient materials to ascertain whether 
allegations contained in the articles are based on facts or not. So I am 
asking that Muslim papers have not been proceeded against because 
Government art* already in possession of sufficient material. 

J he Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not u fact On 
the other hand Muslim papers weie not guilty ot publishing allegations 
of this character. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aw art* that in the explanation to the Defence of 
India Act, section 2(r), it is stated: 

"To jHiint out without main unis intention and with an honest view 
to their lemoval, matters which are producing or have a 
tendcncN to produce feelings of enmity or hat fed (between 
different classes of Ills Majest\’s subjects does not amount 
to promoting such feelings within the meaning of this 
clause” ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I cannot express 
any opinion as far as the interpretation of that Act i** concerned. Thai 
is a matter for oilier authorities than me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to statt 1 if Government will give an opportunity to the news- 
papers concerned by proceeding against them in a Court of law to prove 
in the court that the Government's interpretation is wrong? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Then it is cowardly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It might he cowardly but this is not the occasion 
to interrupt I hope you will realise n is no use bringing in feelings 
unnece^saril v . If it is Cowardly >ou have got other occasions to 
mention it You can discuss it in the budget debate, but this is not 
the time to interject like that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How am I wrong? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If everybody goes on interjecting like this pro- 
ceedings will be .impossible. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I explain my 
position? Dr. Sanyal’s point was that Government was avoiding the 
ordinary law of the land and not giving the delinquent papers any 
opportunity to appear before the court and question their orders. That 
is the point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I quite realise that. \ do not object to your 
views, but l object to your interjection at this stage. You could have 
said this in your budget speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c) 'will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wherein Government finds 
powers of intervention in regard to alleged irresponsible dissemination 
of rumours and insinuations in some sections of the press as referred to 
in the communique? Tn the communique Government’s argument is 
that Government feels justified in proceeding against papers under the 
Defence of India Hules No. lib on the ground — it is quoted from the 
communique — of alleged irresponsible dissemination of rumours and 
insinuations in some sections of the press. Wherein do vou get this 
power ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Sir, 1 have already stated 
that under certain sections action has been taken and I maintain that 
it has been done legally and eorreetlv. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ruder which section? Will you 
kindly rend out the section which gives this power to Government? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The homTurahle member 
has just now read out the section that anything that creates disaffection 
oomes under that section. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Liable to create disaffection 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Dissemination of 
irresponsible and false allegations is liable to create disaffection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. if you refer to the rule refer- 
red to, you will find that it reads like this: — 

“Without prejudice to any social provisions, etc., etc., Govern- 
ment may by order require any person to furnish or produce 
to any specified authority or person any such information 
or article in his possession as may he specifiedin the order. 
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being: information or an article which that Government con- 
siders it necessary or expedient in the interests of the defence 
of British India, the efficient prosecution of the war or the 
public safety or interest to obtain or examine. n 

That is all the power Government has pot. Government does not seem 
to possess any power regarding alleged dissemination of rumours and 
insinuations in some sections of the press. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as these 

statements are concerned they are likely to disturb public safety. 
Therefore, action has been taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (r) 
wherein the Hon’ble Minister has quoted the communique of 2nd 
February 1940. will the Tlon’ble Minister be pleased to state the specific 
cases which have been referred to therein «ts eight cusps in which orders 
were issued upon the editors calling: for specific detail* 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am afraid. Dr. Sanya], you cannot ask for 

details. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, there has been an attempt 
made 1o create an impression in the public mind bv that communique 
that certain things have taken place. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on can discuss these thing's in the General 
Administration Budget, because then you can make a statement upon 
the subject. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you know very well how much 
time one can have and how many items and motions can he taken up at 
that time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you cannot ask u supplementary question on 
that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 am only obtaining informa- 
tion which I may use at the time of discussion of the Budget. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja’tir NAZIMUDDIN: May I read out from a' 
paper. Sir? “It is impossible even for God to know how things are 
managed, in the Special Branch on the strength of the report M 

Br. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to know what the Hon’ble 
Minister would say if I insisted nhi«*finir tn A nrinter’a error in 

another case. 
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Th. Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: How can I say that 

unless the honourable member 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Dr. Sanya 1, you are cross-examining 
on the details. If you have got any general question, you can ask it. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that editors take the responsibility regarding ‘I lie communications and 
other publications in the paper? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Kditors have not 
accepted responsibility for this. When they have been asked, they 
liave not been aide to state how they got the information 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon Me Mi Ulster aware 
that no responsible and honourable editor will disclose the names of 
the informants and it is a well-known etiquette of the journalists? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Without disclosing the 
names they can supply sufficient information to Government to enable 
them to make enquiries, but even that they fail to do 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that enquiries have been made regarding the names and addresses of 
the informants and not the subject-matter, and it is impossible for any 
honourable editor without a breach of etiquette to supply the informa- 
tion wanted by Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have just come across 
to what Dr. Sonyal is referring. (Laughter. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not want any*, statement, I 
want a straight reply. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
After the Speaker has allowed a supplementary question from a member, 
is the Hon’ble Minister entitled not to answer that and go back to some 
previous question ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: My reply would have 

shown to Mr. J. C. Gupta that what I am stating is correct, and that 
printers and editors have made mistakes. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I have not addressed any 

question regarding the printer’s devil or mistake* by editors. My 
question is simple: 1$ the Hon’ble Minister aware that without the 
breach of the etiquette of journalism no responsible editor can disclose 
the names of informants and correspondents which they take the 
responsibility to publish? That is the question. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question has l>een answered, namely, that 
even retaining the journalistic etiquette they can supply sufficient 
information to Government. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon Me Minister 
please tell the House whether they have insisted upon the disclosure 
of the names of informants ami <*orrespondents beyond tin* materials? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, not in all eases. 
In one particular case, viz., the Lohmnu/a (Hindi) of 1st J unuary, 11140, 
expressed their apology that iby mistake of the printer they mentioned 
Bengal instead of Sind. They said that in Bengal thousands of Hindus 
have been killed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to JuynuUtr of 7th 
December, 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorn, Dr. Sanyal. you have seen how 
Mr. J. C. Gupta ha> pul his questions. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If specific names are allowed to be 
mentioned b\ the Hon’ble Minister I hope he will not deny me the 
opportunity ' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has ulreudy answered the question of 
Mr. J. (\ Gupta. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether criticising the policy of Russia comes under the 
mischief of the Defence of India Rules? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the editor of Soya flangla^wns warned for writing an article criticising 
the policy of Russia in occupying a part of Finland? 

The Hon’ble Khwtje Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I point out to the 

honourable member that in the statement which has been supplied, the 
editor of Soya Banglo has not been shown to have been eerved with 
any order? That was a different thing altogether. It wae not this. 
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Condition! regarding release of politin n. 

*165. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the terms and conditions that a political prisoner or prisoners, 
who has or have been ordered conditional release, has or 
have to abide by for securing release; 

(?7) the reasons for imposing such terms or conditions; and 

(???) the number of prisoners— - 

(1) who have secured their release after subscribing to the 
terms and conditions, and 

(2) who have refused to subscribe to the terms and 
conditions ? 

(b) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether different 
terms and conditions are made with different jKilitical prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) The conditions 
now imposed are: — a declaration by the prisoner on his word of honour 
that he has abandoned terrorism and undertakes that he will not in 
future lesort to terrorism or acts of violence with a political motive 
and that he will not join, remain a member of or support any party 
or organisation which employs or instigates terrorism and acts of 
violence for political ends. 

The conditions remain in force for varying periods, in no case 
exceeding f> years. 

(77) In the interests of the public safety. 

(Hi) (1) IT and (2) 38. 

(b) The terms of the conditions are now the same in all cases except 
that m the case of tuberculosis prisoners it is also required that the 
prisoners be admitted to an institution for treatment and remain there 
till discharged ns fit. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will, the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if the political prisoners, who have been released so far 
by Government, w^ere released on condition or there were any who were 
released unconditionally? 

The Hon’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The majority of them 
have been released unconditionally. 

1 
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Mr. HI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if anyone of the prisoners who have been released 
unconditionally are conducting themselves in any way as to do some* 
thing 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’Me Minister please 
let us know the reason for making this invidious distinction between 
political prisoners in releasing some without any condition and imposing 
conditions in the case of some others? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As n result of individual 
examination of cases 

(While the Hon’ble Minister was answering Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose 
made an interjection.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Ghose, if you interject in this way, I am 
afraid I shall have to disallow you from putting any more questions. 
If you are r willy interested in your question you should allow the 
Hon’ble Minister to complete his answer. Sir Nnzitnuddin, you need 
not answer his question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state with reference to his answer requir- 

ing political prisoners to make a declaration abjuring violence with a 
politiwil motive and \ iolence for political ends whether violence is to 
be abjured only for political motives and not for other purposes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: We do not insist on it, 
but certainly we do not approve of it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do I understand that 
the declaration which is requiied of the political prisoners us a con- 
dition of their release does not contemplate the abjuration of violence 
of all kinds? 

The Hon’bJe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Government have 
not yet accepted the |>olirj’ of non-violence ot all kinds (laughter). 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister by pleased to state whether such declarations were required 
of all the political prisoners who have so far lieen released? 

TIM Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have already 
answered that question. 

19 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANER4EE: With reference to answer a (i) that 
such a person is not to join or remain a member of any organization 
which employs violence for political ends — does that preclude those 
persons from joining the police and the army? 

Mf« SPEAKER* That question does not arise. 

< 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister please state who will judge in future whether a person has 
broken a condition framed in such wide terms, or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : In that case does the 
Government expect t liat a person will commit himself to such wide 
terms and at the same time hand over hi< freedom to the discretion 
of Government*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, he need not; 
he may continue to remain in prison, if he chooses. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Jlon’ble Minister 
please state whether these conditions are available to all prisoners who 
have not yet been released ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir; they are avail- 
able only to the 88 prisoners. 

(Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas rose to put a supplementary question.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I must say that Mr. Sanyal’s question 
was the most in portant supplementary question put so far; so you 
must let him finish. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state whether any distinction has been made 
between one prisoner and another who has not yet been released? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, and that not by 
me alone hut by the Advisory Committee as well. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether after the report of the Advisory Committee, 
Government have considered the matter again in the light of the public 
opinion expressed in the matter? > 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZVMUDDIN: Government arrived at 

their decision on the report of the Advisory Committee, and that 
naturally. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please state whether the conditions which have been attached to the 
release of the prisoners ^have been betrayed so far? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise*. Your question* so 
far have been very pertinent, but in this case I fail to see what you ore 
driving alP 

(Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu also rose.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I wanted to know, Sir, 
whether any of those conditions have been broken? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They may have been 
broken, but such breaches have not been of a degree sufficient to leud 
Government to revoke their freedom. 


Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In view of that fact will the 
Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of reconsidering the matter 
of the political prisoners inside the jail afresh? 

.# 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I regret this cannot be 
done. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Next question. 

(Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu rose again.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, I have called the next question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I have been trying from 
the very beginning to put a supplementary question, but have failed. 
The original question was put by me, so I wanted to 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order; will you please sit down? 


Agricultural Demonstration Farm in Khulna distriot 

•168. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agricuitur&and Industries Department be pleased to state . 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that it has been proposed to establish one Demonstration Centre 
in each subdivision for agricultural propaganda in Bengal; 
and 

(it) that there is only one Demonstration Farm in the Sadar sub* 
division of Khulna P 
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(6) If the a newer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of starting Demonstration Centres in the other two 
subdivisions of the district of Khulna? 

(c) If so, when P 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (t|ie Hon ’hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (i) I am 

afraid that Die member has been misinformed. We have already got, 
on an average, more than one Demonstration Centre per 
subdivision. What we are now aiming at is to establish a Demonstra- 
tion Centre at each thanu and with that object in view w T e have been 
appointing ten additional Demonstrators every year. We are more- 
over proposing to establish Gd additional Union Board Farms and 189 
additional Demonstration Centres next year by utilising the services 
of the special stall for jute areas appointed by the Indian Central Jute 
Committee during their spare time. 

(h) There are one Demons! ration Centre and one Union Board Farm 
in the Sadar subdi vision of Khulna, three Demonstration Centres and 
one Union Board Farm in each of the sulxlivisions of Satkhira and 
Bagerhat. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. The question of establishing more 
Demonstration Centres and Union Board harms in the three subdivisions 
of the district will be considered at the time of the establishment of 
additional Demonstration Centres artd Union Board Farms in future. 

Nazi EMDADUL HAQUE: In answer (V/) (i) the TTon’ble Minister 
has said that we have already got on an average more than one 
Demonstration Centre per suMivision. May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister therefore to enlighten us whether that is the case in respect 
of any other district except Khulna? 

Tltt Hon’bJt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, with regard to 
the whole of Bengal. 

Kill EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the non’ble Minister please state 
whether Kurigram subdivision has got .such t a Demonstration Centre? 

Tit* Hon’bit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My answer is to the 

effect that the 

Mr, SPEAKER: You need not answer that. Kasi Sahib, you can- 
not take a particular point at random and ask for an answer. 
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AmMMdnwt of the Bengal Food Adnttontion Act, Itlfc 

•167. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ANWARUL AZIMt (a) Will 

the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
contemplate an amendment of the Bengal Food Adulteration Act, 1919 
(Bengal Act VI of 1919)? 

( h ) If the answer to1(fl) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
propose to incorporate in the Bill any measure by which the vendor at 
the source could be penalised for selling adulterated foodstuff to whole- 
sale and retail purchasers? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, as far as possible in a Provincial Act. 

Apprenticeship admission examinations under the Board of Apprentice- 
ship Training. 

•168. Miss MIRA DATTA GUPTA: (a) Will the IWble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing from April, 1997 — 

(i) the number of Indian, Anglo-Indian and European candidates 
who appeared at each of the Apprenticeship Admission 
Examinations under the Board of Apprenticeship Training; 
(n) the respective number (4 successful candidates — Indians, 
Anglo-Indians and Europeans; and 
(in) the names of the Secretary, Board of Apprenticeship Train* 
ing, and the Committee Members of the Committee of 
Moderators who conducted each of the examinations since 
April, 1937? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the results of the examinations are arrived at on the 
basis of the marks obtained by each candidate in each of 
the subjects they are examined; and 
(n) whether the divisions and the order of merit are based only on 
the marks secured by each ? 

(c) If the answer to ( l > ) is in the negative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state what are the considerations that are taken 
into account in the preparation of the result? 

(d) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state whether the mark-sheets may be made 
available to any candidate or his guardian either with or without pay- 
mm at of any fees ? 
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The Hen 9 Me Mr. TAMIZIMIDIN KHAN 2 (a) A statement is placed 
on the table. 

(b) Yea. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

( d ) No. It is not the practice to supply the mark-sheets of these 
examinations. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 16*. 

W 


Total number of candidates registered. 


Examination held in the 
month of— 

Indians. 

Anglo- 

Indians. 

Euro- 

peans. 

Total. 

May, 1937 

94 

29 

2 

125 

January, 1938 

65 

55 

6 

126 

. May, 1938 

1 

ioi ! 

20 

1 

122 

December, 1938 

60 

36 

0 

St 

98 

May, 1939 

130 

22 

L 

2 

154 

Deoember, 1939 

105 

40 

145 


w 



Total number passed. 

i 

Examination held in the 
month of 

Indians. 

Anglo- 

Indians. 

Euro- 

peans, 

Total. 

May, 1937 

18 

7 


25 

January, 1938 

9 

19 

1 

29 

May, 1938 

33 

< 

6 

*• 

39 

Deoember, 1938 

9 

22 

.. 

31 

May, 1939 

35 

10 

1 

46 

Deoember, 1939 

— i*" » 

19 

1 ' 

18 

37 


n 
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(in) Name of the Secretary, Board jpf* Apprenticeship Training' — 

(1) E. J. Hogben, Esq., Principal, Calcutta Technical School. 

(2) A. N. Sen, Esq., Inspector of Technical and Industrial Institu- 

tions, Bengal (from the 21st March to 20th October, 1938, 
during the absence of Mr. Hogben on leave). 

Names of Committed Members of the Committee of Moderators — 

(1) S. 0. Mitter, Esq., Director of Industries, Bengal. 

(2) C. V. Millar, Esq., Principal, Bengal Engineering College. 

(3) H. I. Matthews, Esq., Superintendent, Gun and Shell Factory, 

Cossipore. 

{4) N M. Irvine, Esq., Chief Mechanical Engineer, Calcutta Port 
Commissioners. 

(5) I>r. H. Thomas, Inspector of European Schools, Bengal. 

(6) Mr. E. J. Hogben, Secretary, Board of Apprenticeship 

Training. Mr. A. N. Sen officiating. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: As regards the adjournment motion: I have very 
carefully gone through the matter, but must reluctantly hold that in 
the circumstances of the case it is not in order. 

Point of privilege. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Sir, may I rise on a point of privilege? 
May I draw your attention to an extract from to-day’s A nanda Bazar 
Patrika of my speech? I have gone through the report of my speech 
in other papers and it has been reported in those papers exactly in the 
way in which I delivered it, but Sir, the Ananda Bazar Patrika hae 
reported just the reverse of what I said. May I, for your informa- 
tion, just read the extract? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary to do so. I will see to that. 


Short-notice question. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I sent a short notice 
question; may! know what has happened to it? The notice was seat 
the day before yesterday. 
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Mr. BREAKER: If you enquire of my office you will know. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir Nazimuddin was to 
make a statement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not a statement, he simply said that he would 
supply certain papers. Those papers were given to the police by the 
Manager of the Proprietor. Anyway you may tak& that from me. I 
will now take up Non-Official Resolutions. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

War Bonus to all classes of Employees. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that steps he taken by the Government so 
that the authorities of all mills and factories within the province of 
Bengal be compelled to grant at least 25 per cent, of their pay aH War 
Bonus to all classes of employees employed by them to mitigate the 
hardship caused to the labourers by a rise in the price of foodstuffs due 
to war. 

Sir, the question with reference to this resolution that is most likely 
to arise in the minds of all is whether the rise in the price of the daily 
necessities of life ha* increased by 25 per cent, which would entitle ma 
to make such a demand of the Government. We tried on several 
occasions in course of our questions to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Labour and Commerce to have definite figures as to (he increase in 
the prices of daily necessities of life, but we regret to say that the 
Labour Minister on all occasions has evaded the question. So from 
private sources I have gathered facts and figures which will show that 
there has been not only an increase of 25 per cent, but more. Sir, as 
regards rice — the coarse rice of Patna variety — the pre-war price for 
one mauud of this kind of rice was Rs. 4-4. The present price is Rs. 5 
per maund. So the increase in the price of rice has been about 25 per 
cent. As regards nrhar dal the pre-war price per seer w’as annas 3: 
the present price is 4 annas: so the increase in this case also has been 
* by about 25 per cent. As regards moon g dhl, the pre-war price was 
4 annas per seer: the present price is 5 annas: so in this case the 
approximate increase in price has been by about 25 per cent. Now lei 
us take the ease of oils. In the case of mustard oil, the pre-war price 
per maund was Rs. 18: the present price is Rs. 20: so in this case 
the increase his been by approximately 10 per cent. In the case el 
oocoanut oil, the pre-war price was 6 annas per seer: the present price 



Wijifl ' IfOtf -OFFICIAL. RESOLUTION. 

is 8 annas: so the increase in price has been by about 25 per cent. In 
the case of kerosene oil, the pre-war price per bottle was 1 anna 9 pieA: 
the present price is 2 annas: so the increase in price in this case hat 
been bv about 12 per cent. In the case of while flour, the pre-war 
price was 2 annas per seer: the present price is 2 annas 9 pies: so th'e 
increase in this case has been about 20 per cent. In the cuse of brown 
flour, t.r., ata , the pre-war price was 1 anna 9 pies per seer: the present 
prme is 2 annas 0 pies :* so the increase in this case also has been by 
about 25 per cent. In the case of sugar, the pre-war price was 3 annas 
6 pies per seer: the present price is 5 annas 0 pies: so the increase in 
this case has been 30 per cent. In the case of sugarcandy, the pre- 
war price was 4 annas G pies per seer: the present price is G annas: 
the increase in this case is by about 25 per cent. In the case of mji 9 
the pre-war price w’as 2 annas per seer: the present price is 3 annas: 
so the increase in this case has been by about 33 per cent. In the ruse 
of zira the pre-war price w as 8 annas a seer : the present price is 12 
annas: so the increase in this case has been by 33 per cent. In the 
case of coriander seed, the pre-war price wus 3 annas per seer: the 
present price is 4 annas: so the increase has been by alwmt 25 per cent. 
In the case of salt, the pre-war price was 1 anna per seer: the present 
price is 1 anna 0 pies: so the increase has been over 33 per cent. In 
the case of dlniti of 10 yards the pre-war price was approximately IS 
annas a piece: the present price is 1 rupee 2 annas: so the increase in 
this (•«•*» has been by about 30 per cent. In the (use of coal, the pre- 
war pri'-e was 7 annas per maund, the present price is approximately 
10 annas; so tin* inciease in this ease has been by about 30 per cent. In 
the case of turmeric, the pre-war price was 0 annas per seer: the 
present price is 8 annas: so the increase has been by 25 per cent. In 
the case ot black pepper, the pre-war price was G annas per seer: the 
present price ft 8 annas: so the increase has been by about 25 j»er cent. 
In the case of ordinary soap, the pre-war price was 1 anna per cake: 
the present price is 1 anna G pies: so the increase has been by about 
15 per cent. In the case of lietelnut, the pre-wai price was G annas 
per seer: the piesent price is 8 annas: so the increase in this case has 
been by about 25 per cent. In the case of f/hee the pre-w r ar price was 
1 rupee and 8 annas per Beer: the present price is 1 rupee and 12 annas: 
so the increase has been by about 20 per cent. In the case of ordinary 
koltti dal the pre-war price was 2 annas per seer: the present price ia 
3 annas: so the increase*has been by about 33 per cent. 

From these figures, there is absolutely no doubt that on an average 
there has been an increase in the prices of more than 25 per cent. As 
a matter of fact, it will be between 25 per cent, and 30 per cent. So* 
the demand of the labourers for a 25 per cent, war bonus is quite just 
and legitimate, and this demand is not being made on the floor of thi* 
House only. Those acquainted with all-India politics well know that 
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in Ahmedabad the labourers of the cotton mills had also made a demand 
for a war bonus. That demand was so very insistent that when- the 
dispute could not be settled amicably between the mill-owners and the 
labourers, His Excellency the Governor of Bombay had td intervene 
voluntarily to settle the dispute. Of course, though the demand of 
the labourers has not been fully met, yet they have been granted an 
increase of 2 annas in t heir daily wages and the case has gone before 
the Arbitration Board. You know very well*. Sir, that the textile 
labourers of Bombay numbering about 3 lakhs have given notice that 
in case their demand for a 25 per cent, war bonus is not met by 4th 
March, they will declare a general strike. A similar demand has been 
made by the workers of textile mills at Cawnpore and also by the 
labourers of Nagpur and by the labourers of Jhansi. So, I think 
that it is in the fitness of things that we on the floor of this House 
ehould also consider this question. 

Sir, now it may lie argued that just after the beginning of the war, 
the Jute Mills Association declared a 10 per cent, increase in the wages 
of workers of the jute mills. But, Sir, those who are acquainted with 
the conditions of jute mills, know very well that since 1020 the jute 
mill labourers of Bengal had to undergo a cut in their wages owing to 
the economic crisis and this increase of 10 per cent, is no real increase 
at all. It is only making up the deficit to the labourers of jute mills 
in Bengal. It is a fact which we all know very well that the jute mills 
■now owing to the war are making huge profits. As a matter of fact, 
the textile mills associations have already declared a 10 per cent, war 
Wins. The ease of textile mills is different from that of jute mills: 
they have been put to many difficulties which we all know, but those 
•difficulties are not applicable in the case of jute mills. There is 
absolutely no reason why the jute mills in Bengal should not immedi- 
ately declare a war bonus of 25 per cent. 

Now on behalf of the Government the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Commerce and labour once questioned what he could do. He may 
have the heart to do something for the labourers, hut he cannot force 
the jute mill owners or the Jute Mills Association to concede to this 
demand. May I ask the Hon ’hie Minister that if he can issue an 
Ordinance and thereby decrease the number ofiiours of work from 45 to 
40 per week just before the war in August, can he not issue a similar 
Ordinance? We are well acquainted with Ordinances. Why should 
* not Government huve recourse to a similar Ordinance in the case of the 
very legitimate demand of the labourers? 

Sir, before concluding I will say one thing that if we have eyes to 
nee we must look to the direction in which the wind is blowing. There 
has been a cry for war bonus. What does this cry mean? Where does 
it come from? It comes from labourers. The labourers, ape making 
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this cry became they are feeling the pinch of hunger. If the pinch of 
hunger is not satisfied we all know what it leads to. It leads to a 
revolution. In Bussia the hunger led to a revolution in 1917 leading 
to the establishment of a Communist State there, and I would like to 
sound a note of warning that if this hunger is not satisfied in time, if 
we are callous to the legitimate demands of the labourers a time will 
come in India in the near future when the labourers of India will have 
no other course open to ftiem than to take recourse to that step. With 
these few words, l l place my resolution before the House in the hope 
that it will be accepted. 

Mr. 8 1 BN AT H BANERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the resolution 
moved by Dr. Banerjee. I had also a short-notice amendment like 
this which ran as follows: — “All classes of persons — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hut that has been disallowed. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Hut, 1 think. I am entitled to speak 
about the substance of my amendment. All classes of persons 
employed by the Government of Bengal, who draw less than Its. 100 
per month should be given at least 25 per cent, of their pay as w<fr 
bonus or war allowance 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : You cannot talk about it. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I am not moving my amend- 
ment. If this resolution is carried in the House, Government has to 
induce the owners of the jute mills and factories to grant 25 per cent, 
war bonus to their employees and if they themselves do not do any- 
thing for their own servants, it will be a condemnation for them 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You cannot talk on that matter. 

Mr. 81BNATH BANERJEE: All right, Sir. Figures have been 
very well given by the previous speaker to show how the prices have 
already risen. The Economic Adviser to the Government of India 
has stated thet index figure on the 31st December, 1939, was 137 com-* 
pared to August, 1939, when it was 100. So, by the 31st December, 
1939, the prices were already 37 per cent, higher. (The Hon'ble 
Mr. H. S. Sithrawardy : Where does the honourable member get 
these figures?) These figures are quoted in a communication to the 
Bailway Board by the members of the All-India Railway Unions 
Federation. 
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Sir, the other day when we put a question to the Hon’ble Minister 
asking him what has been done to relieve the distress of the workers, 
he was taking some pride in the fact that in the jute mills, there has 
been an increase of 10 per cent, in the wages of workers. But as has 
already been explained by the previous speaker, that was really not an 
increase in the wages of workers. The concession which was with- 
drawn by imposing a cut in 1929 was only restored in 1939 after the 
declaration of war. Therefore it cannot very well be said that it is 
an increase in their wages. In any case, whatever <was done was done 
by the Jute Mills Association and the Hon’ble Ministef for Commerce 
and Labour, who is also the Finance Minister, cannot take any credit 
for that. As I have previously shown, in the factories which are 
situated in Bengal and where workers are directly employed by this 
Government, for example, the workers in the Mint, the Writers’ 
Buildings Electrical Workshop workers and other workers of work- 
shops owned by Government, nothing has l>een done and increase of 
not. a single pice even has been allowed in their wages. I do not want 
to include the liveried chapraxis of Government offices who get the 
princely sum of Ks. 10 a month now when the prices have risen by 
35 or 40 per cent. 

V 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Order, order, you are still trying to 
bring in what you wanted to say in your resolution. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 wanted to point out that they 
come under the Factories Act, at least many of them, and therefore 
I am quite entitled to include them within the resolution as “all mills 
and factories” are mentioned in the resolution and they come 
technically within the term “factory” 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, 
Sir. Before the honourable member proceeds further on the subject, 
may I request him to demonstrate how a liveried chapmsi comes under 
the Factories Act Y 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Not the liveried ehaprasu * but the 
workers in the electrical shops owned by Government and the Mint as 
also the workers in the High Court — all of them come under tho 
Factories Act *» 

Th§ Hon'bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, they do not. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How do they come under thpt Actf 

. » i 

■ i 
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Mr. SIBNATH BANiRJEi. They come along with others. 

Only recently there was a Committee appointed to look into the 
grievances of these kinds of workers. I do not know when the report 
will come out. I hope the report will be available soon so that this 
House will have an opportunity in this session to discuss the subject. 

Regarding the resolution which we are discussing, I am anticipat- 
ing an objection to be yxised by the Hon'ble Minister. He will per- 
haps rise and in his supreme wisdom say — well, we have no power. 
The jute-mills are % quite independent and so are the other factories. 
We have no pdwer on earth to compel them. Partly he is right, hut 
at the same time, 1 would ask him, has he ever tried to get the power 
to compel the mills and factories to give either war bonus or provident 
fund or any other advantages which they demand Y lie has not. On 
the other hand, taking advantage of the Defence of India Act, he is 
using or rather misusing all the powers that are at his disposal to 
stifle any expression of opinion on behalf of the workers who have been 
suffering so much because of the high price of food and other neces- 
saries of life. Before the war, if t !ie\ had' grievances, they could 
assemble, they could have made demonstrations, they could at least 
voice their grievances, but since September last, nil these privileges 
have been withdrawn and the workers are absolutely stifled and the$* 
cannot express their opinions ireely. That ih how Government an* 
using their power to bring moie hardship on t lie workers. I want to 
point out that in other parts of India, in spite of the Defence of India 
Act, Government have been helpful in giving some concession; when- 
ever there hus been a demand by the workers, Arbitration Boards have 
been appointed and they ha\e in most cases recommended a rise in 
wages. But in Bengal, nothing so tar lias been done regarding the 
high prices of articles. With these words, Sir, I support the motion 
of Dr. Banerjee and l hope it will lx* accepted unanimously. 

Mr. 4. R. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before replying 
to my honourable friends or dealing with the resolution, 1 would just 
like to say that it gives me great pleasure to be back here in this 
House again — even though I would have preferred to have spoken on 
a less contentious subject. 

My honourable friends make out that the increased cost of living 
cannot be met despite the increased earnings made by the workers 
aince the outbreak of *wur. The resolution deals with mills and * 
factories and from the speeches made by my honourable friends it will 
be seen that they are more concerned with the jute industry than any 
of the other industries connected with the province. 

Before war broke out the jute trade was in the depths of depres- 
sion caused by an overloaded stock position and lack of demand, and 
it waa found necessary to reduce the working hours to a basis of 40 
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hours per week. Taking 40 hours as the basis, working hours have 
increased since the beginning of September to a total of 60 hours per 
week, which means in itself an increase in workers’ earnings of 50 
per cent. In addition to this increase in working hours, overtime has 
to be paid and' the workers have also been given an increase in wages 
of 10 per cent., which means that the earnings of the jute workers 
have gone up since September to approximately 70 per cent. If 54 
hours are taken as the basis, the increase in the earnings of the 
workers is about 28 per cent. In all ranks of industry the earnings 
of the workers have increased due to increased trading and increased 
working hours and in addition the workers have received increases in 
wages. 

My honourable friend has made a remark and observation that the 
mills are making huge profits. I would like to see that. Taking 
individual commodities as my friend has done and comparing prices 
from the time the war broke out there is no doubt that increases have 
taken place, but 1 think it w ill be found that prices reached their peak 
in November. Since then they have gradually come down and from 
the information which is available to me the overhead increased cost 
of living is about 12 per cent, higher than it was in August last year. 

I believe I w’ould be safe in saying that at least in all the major 
industries in Bengal, provision has been made whereby potential 
increased earnings more than cover the increased cost of living. I am 
very sorry to say that from my personal experience 1 find a tendency 
on the part of certain workers not to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunities which are available to them at this time to increase their 
earnings. Absenteeism has increused and’ the output of piece-workers 
has decreased. The fac t that this is so shows clearly that the workers 
find that they have ample margin to meet their cost of living. 

I am sure that my honourable friend the Hon'ble Minister for 
Commerce and Industries is quite capable of looking after the 
interests of the workers and I am certain that if he thought that the 
workers were paying such high prices for foodstuffs as my honourable 
friend has tried to make out and that the workers’ earnings were not 
sufficient to meet the cost of living, he would have taken necessary 
steps before this to meet it and help the workers. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I oppose th# resolution. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN; *r«Tfsf wrro ra aira wrcra jww aw 

apnnrc txtfrr centre wr a* erera ore 

4&r erera witor, ara era*r ercci era*r eraar cerate aerie acutes aet 
went wra Tea? en grentmt eric* erre ee wait era 

* i 4 
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WW $*IT NWtM l b54t«m IHHito *CR> HR TOF gjim 3^11 Cl <HF 1R 
Clfmill HI 10 RI H5 TO R TOR HI 0 N HR 5OTI Clll If ITt 

^rti wiw a*5r rri tiro fof* — ci fafaiSii hi hit hr, to aero HTtft 

5R1R *%? HI tWIR*t TO TO HI 00 N fa*T 5m, R5T foil CTOCW 1? C9CR 
*** TOT H$t a TOCR Hfl challenge RTClfl t # lft HC5l HI RT IR a* HRI 
<k ^t. croi mt o* at tot trj. an to hto hc5i hi a N {Ttht at 
chThhT** to if* a* 5me to hi or r *8* r stihi tot fit* 

RTICl «^t HI 00 N fa*t 5(41 I at ^> 8 *» HH TO C4TCI hj*tH>m hr an at Cl 
RTR HR, 5T TOR HIS TOT CITTO TO Cl, TOIT CHC5t l^m 
HI «RHTC CTTO *£HTO Cl W5T *trS>o «f?$TRT fll, Rt TO WTR« Cl 
calculation fTOT aHH Rt 0 5R 5mt CIRC! 1 La*t Great War a« TO 
Cl l^TRT C4TCICI Rt *1*45 it aHH HCH C1R fHICI t Cl fad *,000 &TS HR 
HIT daily lo-*G 1TSHS 5T4T H/TRFT OTIR, an ifa ai 4! *^HH R 5TH Rt 
H^ITO CIW 1 415^11 3fl4 HZft HR 1 5THH? f4*$ ITfl a5T SH*T C4TCI CIHCO 
Htl Cl, *0 TOR CTO lo TO 5m TOT C5ttl tlTO RRCI 1 a TOCt Htl 
&TTRSI ciraci 2 P\£W Htl l 'TO CUT TOTCHf 2FWTC1 opjiose C4RCI alt fatmjRO 
tn^t CIRRI H, hHcR TO SRT tat^t CIRRI Hi 55T ifa $ f *T CIRRI, OTTO 
TO cm CUT CHI HI 511 5T4T TO C4TCI **80 HRI $g> W'tJTO 1SIR JR5TI 

®p ni^R fici 5f$ci facicfi 1 a3r tot hi a45T ci totc*i 5c$ hi 

R5TS TOTCHI H^5 Hut HR, tTO ^C1 HTC^ H5 HI 5m TOH5TCI ^ CHU a« 

a^5r totts WhSticii irtci rr itJt itci hi ecu rr hih Htt 

HrtCH TOT H, CHI R5TI 5THTI tR? Ht. TOl H CHI I 

Htcn a<F !®as rsrt r n ci h 1 

TOR at war boiiuw TOC*1 HTO HR H, ifl ifamm 

tlHCl atlTO? «H TOHIT C4HC5 TO l RtHT flfnCU HR1 «flHR fHI 

Crmi flf5^ RTCIC11I R TO Cl TO5T C1TR aRCll Rtc5 HI CIR tfi; TOWS 
*IT TO l fafnil HU 1J*<1 TOT IT flRT — m CH^®T «^«T CH? fHIR, fl^[ 
JlfUIT WR a4 HRTS C4*tt HR H l CTCH H1R R5 Ht l TOH 

HIT CtW t5t'HR 1^5CH5 RTltl, WTC11 2CWRR mill area RR 1R RTR C1SIT 
1C1RI aH RHR communal organisation 4?T RTRt at H RTC1 

mm crm fni nfsmn hi tici irti srt c^5r ht ir i itr nti wm 

TOT ClVt HI HI 9TH ai ffTfa CF^TS C1TR Hi 

TOR Wfl ^H5 RTCI CHTO Ht, IfWPHRl flHCl ifl fli; RTICW TO TOR 
«H, CC1 H HI HfPl HI7H5 TOR Hf$CI C16H TOR l H fHI, a i f lgTR ifl 
1^1 TO an fafacn HI iflVrCir CIC^ To worker IT aiti CITICI, — HUT CIRRI ' 
to ifi fn; h tor arocH, to to at aRHtucw citr nfi, hrt n hi ifi 

at»TR TO, TOR \THHI RC1IR5; WTTO H5R ITHW HIR Ht RHW HOT 
wp H5 TOW Hit anfl HOT Rt ftR TOR TOR, HR1R 

RRIT aR CUTS RHlflRT, fwi fll HI TO* RClflRT, TOR Rt HI Hit 


At this, stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes. 
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(After adjournment.) 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: tiaa"t* mm. mm a*; fa araitMTa 
fPffw mvfr wc* urfa caraft ca, a$ a$ ** nraaRra atfav arar, war ufavrwt 
U«crs1 mm i «ro *wot Sna mm aramr U^i<t c*na urea wars fatTOT mm \ 
war aaca acac*r cHi#wm1a *aew apt, wot araaia hj*tu ®rt acacaa vwaju 
wifCf mm faa^r cmra, aca wot niticaA am? fa»wa c^nacii mm& mvm 
afaamafa tfwr antraOT awora ott arat v*t OTaarara ca mtm fatfaa 
tcanrt aa wa mm faara ffasrrw wr wm. wi> 'aiait ca^rtww i <at wt> «tw *5 
aa a^TT afaa cwca <aat aa aifaar foar waT caiffr carffr (frar ww can**' 
fa*$ war ?aa $ afaacaa srfw a^&ww can** an afaa afaacaa Swn can* 
wfiacaa cwaa aar, wcaca m aar wot awrra cati «rr^ca 'stott otcs nrf*a 
at na afaa afacaa *an*ra afwpa an na'teaa Rrca'a can; aar Sto nca 
aiw aa^cac^a aaftcaa cawa ^atrr fararcaa ara «mpt i wa araa can*a afa ataa 
afta at r raOT Mica 1 ? sfwjca cara ara - acs* casar aa wcana Helena awr^fa acafr 
carcaca wa n«rrr aaira aca i aTt war «daa af*rcaa *an®ca fana’te caia am afro 
aif®r sr an facia ara fccasr wotot nc^WJrot war msfm armi 

wt ®ner facia cura cana carafa, ca a^taara fawcaa wa anar wir waiwa 
w;t<ca srre'ta cassia cw$t sra arm a^ita^aa acaca m *mus ana, faaj mf* 
a^raefc caraw caTba* ca, aw'aia arcar awfeaefra af*?m&fta ara'wrart ca scar 
nfasFia stcwai 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : Order, order, at resolution a ca aar «tm Pit 
mm** ®rrafR aa^i 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : sara csrtr mm** ca a^wa «aaTCR 5nf net aar 
carcaca wca «saaT ®nra ca, aa-araaMis artaaar ca cart??’ carft> ^Tar am cana*a 
cat wot mu caca mj iot cawaa 5na awaar <Vr ^xar caica n^ara 
ot^c ( bonus ) ataaro casar cara i 

war ar arfaar wa wm at ajOT aacaa wjrfa arnica wot ci? sar arsar m i 
mm mm f scans at wal ermca ca war caa wot ftaecm fafacaa ^w stti 

wai 

fw% at wat caca casam ar at alfw Rlaia aaara acamra aTwa awfcac&a 
ot ca wfa ar wt at aar swa scarera caTcaca ca, atwea sfa aiRaara^ cwacw area 
ara aer^war aararca ana, facaar a^aw ^\t<5i cacw ar wa, wcana arts fa*ara 
afa, ca «a awtW> carc ac a cist a^tara fawa a cac*r t afwat a5ca an otrt snwa 
aa^rra at’wmlt arat atcaai 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, unfortunately 
I was not in this House when my honourable friend Dr. Suresh 
Chandta Banerjee moved this resolution, and it is not therefore 
possible for me to puess what arguments he brought forward in support 
of his motion. But of one thing 1 am certain that his arguments 
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could not have been supported by any actual facts. For if that were 
so, Dr. Surest Chandra Banerjee would never have brought a resolu- 
tion of this nature before this House. 

Sir, ho has asked for an increment of 25 per rent, in the wages of 
all workers so that the authorities of millj^ and factories within the 
province of Bengal may he compelled to grant at least 25 per cent, of 
their pay as war bonus. Whether he enquires into the prices of 
commodities that are a* present prevailing or whether he enquires 
into the actual conditions* of the workers that are implored in mills 
and factories he would never he able to find out that the cost of living 
has increased by 25 per (**nt. or h\ uny figure near 25 |M*r cent. It 
is quite true, Sir, that shortly after the declaration of War prices of 
commodities did rise to a certain extent, hut tliat was only for a 
temporary period 1 fear that Dr. Banerjee has completely forgotten 
that during the last two months prices of all commodities that are 
used by the workers in factories have bt*en consistently falling. 

Now, Sir. 1 further believe that it is llie workers in the jute mills 
that have been primarily in the mind of Dr. Banerjee. If that be so, 
there is a very good case aguinst this resolution. 1 am sure he is 
aware that the mills have voluntarily been giving an increase of 10 
j>er cent, in the ordinary wages But matters do not stop then*. Til* 
w’orking hours in the mills have increased from 40 to 60, as a result 
of which they have automatically got another increment by 50 per 
cent., and because of the provision of the Factories Act they get a 
further bonus because of what they are doing in addition to 54 hours. 
If all these iiu reuses are aggregated, I am sure Dr. Banerjee will find 
that they have got an increment not of 25 jmt cent, only but of over 
TO per cent More than that, their used to be a nttmftcr of sealed 
looms and they have now been unsealed and a larger number of work- 
ers have been* engaged by the jute mills than were formerly. I am 
sure that if justice be done to the jute mills j)r, Banerjee would rather 
congratulate both the mill authorities and the worker* rather than 
bring forward a resolution of this nature. If we go to other mill#, 
cotton mills, I can sjx*ak from jh-i-oiiuI knowledge that the mills 
are at present working at a los*. And when nulls work at a loan, 
even on the present wages it is not possible for further increment in 
wages to be given. I am sure the worker* would rather want 
employment than dismissal on account of these mills working at a 
huge loss. l)r. Banerje^ would be doing no good to the workers by 
presenting a resolution of this character in this House. If he does so, 
the result might he that several mills and factories — their names are 
not mentioned in the resolution — may have to be closed down by 
reason of the fact that the prices of raw materials have gone up 
considerably whereas the prices of finished products bav© not gone up 
anywhere in the same proportion. 

20 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 


[1st Ma»., 


m 

Sir, there is one further fact that I might mention. I had always 
thought that opposition is opposition, but here I find that the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Labour presses the mill authorities on the one 
hand and the Opposition presses the mill authorities on the other. It 
seems, Sir, that there is an unholy combination between the Govern- 
ment and the Opposition certain matters though they differ on all 
others. Sir, I would recommend to my honourable friend, 
Dr. Banerjee, that before he plays with fire, namely, the workers 
employed in factories and mills, he should afcidy the facts more closely 

than he seems to have done in bringing forward this resolution. 

• 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
missed, until we heard the somewhat irrelevant speeches of Mr. Zaman, 
and Maulana Bokainagari, the fier\ oratory which usually is the mono- 
poly of the labour members of this House, but in other respects they 
have conformed to their tradition. I)r. Banerjee has placed a 
resolution for the consideration of the Assembly which on the face of 
it is beyond the jurisdiction of the Assembly to pass or of the Govern- 
ment which is the instrument of the Assembly, to enforce. 
(Maulvi Ahtt Hussain Sahkek: Can’t you do it through an 
Ordinance K) I am gratified to learn, Sir, that the Ordinances issued 
Jby this Government and the powers vested in this Government to 
issue Ordinances have been appreciated by the honourable members of 
this House and particularly by the Opposition, and also that this 
power Government is being called upon to invoke whenever it feels 
that in no other way can the object he achieved. But, Sir, to come 
to the main point Dr. Banerjee !>egan by giving a long list of prices. 
I do not know where he got these prices from, all of which are more 
or less of a comparative nature, nameh , the prices that prevailed 
before the war at the end of August, 1939, or on the 1st of September, 
1939, and the prices which arc prevalent now. If he had consulted the 
latest price list issued by the ('out roller of Brices lie would have found 
that almost all the prices which he has mentioned are incorrect, and 
even the pri<*es of certain commodities have gone down since the price 
list was issued, as has been pointed out by Mr. Debi Prosad Khuitan. 

Sir, it is very difficult to embark on a guess as to what has been the 

actual increase in the cost of living or the cost of the family budget 

of the workers. In order that one nun l>e able to arrive at a correct 

figure it is necessary to have a family budget prepared and on the 
basis of that an index also prepared. C ^fortunately, Sir, the old 
Government of Bengal did not take the matter in hand. We have 
asked the Board of Enquiry to prepare a family budget as well as a 
cost-of-living index but this will take time. The previous Government 
did not think it necessary to do so, as apparently things were going on 
very happily in the industrial oeutre of Calcutta, but other Govern- 
ments like Bombay, Madras, and Bihar took up the matter and they 
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have arrived at certain eosts-of-living indices. Certain private firms 
here also have attempted to prepare such a cost-of-living index in 
order to satisfy themselves as to what is the increase which they should 
grant to the employees. Hut by mere statement ot the nature that 
in one commodity the price lias risen by !?•*> per cent, or in another 
commodity by 10 per cent, and in a third commodity by JWJ j>er c*mt. 
you cannot arrive at what has been the actual increase in the cost 
of the family budget. « Sir, 1 liave here certain comparative tig urea 
before me with which f^ill trouble the House, because 1 want once 
and for all the claims that are made by the extravagant and extreme 
labour mem tier* of this House to be tested, so that when they go 
before their constituencies on a hit urr occasion they may place Indore 
them tlie actual facts of tlu* can* It is no ii"e for members or labour 
leaders of the ty|>e, it I may say so, of Dr. Hunerjcc or Mr Zniiiun, 
or Mr, Silmath Hanerjee, to go amongst labourers and say that there 
must be an increase of 'J.'i per cent, without busing the figures at their 
disposal and without satisfying themselves that there lias been 
actually such an increase. l)r Hanerjee said that from time to time 
he had asked tor figure* from ( internment which I have not placed 
before the House. Sir, no such figures were ever asked for. What 
Dr. Hanerjee asked tor was to state ofT-hund in supplementary questions 
what was the* price of certain commodities before the war, and uftcr 
the war liegan. 1 was disposed. Sir, even to place that information 
Indore the House on a short-notice question, but up till now no such 
question has conn* to my department. Now, Sir, in finding out what 
is the cost of a family budget, I have attempted to compare the 
comparative costs as ascertained by the (iovernments of Hihur, Madras 
and Horn bay , ami on the basis of these costs the Department of ( Com- 
merce and Labour lias, also, in a rough manner, attempted to arrive 
at the correct jncrease in pi ice. 

Sir, the first thing that we have to ascertain is what is the 
weightage which should be allotted to certain sjieeifie heads. There 
are certain major expenses and due weightiige* should be allotted to 
them. Thereafter we have It* ascertain within those major heads the 
various minor head*, and then nseertsiin the weightage allottuhlc to 
those minor heads, and after we have ascertained that then we have to 
ascertain the figures on the basis of that weightage prevailing on the 
first September and the figure on the basis of that weightage that 
prevails now. Then andMhen only we may find out what has been the • 
increase in the cost. Now, the major heads to which the weightage* 
may be allotted are those ot food, fuel and lighting, clothing and other 
expense* of a more or less miscellaneous character. There is one 
othter general principle that we have to consider when we compare the 
various eosta-of-living indices and it is this the higher the income and 
the more industrially developed the area, the less is the expenditure 
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of the worker on food. Proceeding on these general principles and, as 
I have said, comparing the figures at our disposal the weigh tages 
arrived at by my Department are as follows: — 

Food 

* 63 

Fuel and Lighting 

. 11 

House rent ... 

10 

Clothing ... ... . * 

6 

Miscellaneous 

. 10 

Now, Sir, 1 propose to compare this with Madras which is less 
industrially developed than Calcutta, and Bombay which claims to be 
more industrially developed than Calcutta. In Madras, the following 
are the weigh tages : — 

Food 

58-23 

Fuel and lighting 

8-42 

Clothing 

6-1 

House rent 

14-57 

Miscellaneous 

12 -.69 

The Bombay figures are: — 


Food 

47 

Fuel and lighting 

15 

Clothing 

8 

House rent 

15 

Miscellaneous 

. 25 


If we take the Calcutta figures standing roughly as between these 
two — and I may say that the Director-General of Commercial Intelli- 


gence agrees with this aspect — we 
following figures : — 

may tentatively arrive at the 

Food 

... 52:5 

Fuel and lighting 

7-5 

Clothing 

7 

House rent 

... < ... 14 

Miscellaneous 

... 19 


Now under the group of “food” we may take the following items: — 
rioe, ato t dal, ghee , oil, salt, spices, sugar, tea, milk, vegetables and 
fish. I point this out because the rise in the price of steel or tbe rise 
in the price of gold or silver is really irrelevant to find out what baa 
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been the increase in the cost of living of an ordinary labourer. On 
these lines the weigh tages have been interspersed. I don't wish to 
trouble the Ifyuse with those figures because 1 would like to plaoe 
before the members the conclusions as <>ariy as possible. Coder the 
group of “fuel and lighting" kerosene and matches are the items that 
have been considered. I n<*ed not give you what are the prices of 
most of these items and compare them with the pre-war prices. Hut 
the figures which I place Indore the House are more or less correct. 
In the case of.rice there has been an increase of only 10 per cent.; in 
the case of at a 17 j>er cent. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE 2 How did \ou arrive at 
these figures Y 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY; These are figures that 
can he tested. These are emulated b\ the Controller of Brices 
weekly. These are priics which he has not recoinmended but which 
he has ordered the vendors to observe when selling foodstuffs. 
Vnfortunnteh from the point of view of agriculturists, -though 
fortunate in another, from the point of view of labourers — those priced 
are going down, and t«>-da\ the\ stand at a lower level than where 
thc\ stood last month. 1 nder dal, we take si.\ varieties of d/ll 
together and tlie prices stand at I per cent, less than the\ stood on 
the 1st of danuatv for instance, the retail price of knhn dal which 
stood at 2 annas !) pics pci sect now stands at annas *1 pies. Thus we 
find that instead id an increase the pi iocs stand at a hover level. The 
figures obtained l>\ l)i, Surcsh Chandra Hauer jee are not correct. 
Then after having armed at those figures, munch , the percentage 
figures (for instance, oils — 127, chillies- ldo. lurinoiio- l‘JS and so on) 
we multiply these rates with pre-war and present war prices and than 
we determine the difference between the cost of a family budget before 
the war and at present. We find, Sir, that if we take the food group 
there has been an increase of 10*(» per cent., hut if we take tin* other 
groups, namely, fuel and lighting, clothing, house rent and the 
miscellaneous together, the index number stands at 8 - 14 per cent, 
above the figure liefore the wat. These figures that we have arrived at 
were arrived at before the fall in prices, at any rate, before the recent 
fall in prices of the last few week*. I)r. Suresh Chandra Haiierjce has 
referred to the Hoard of Conciliation appointed by the Government of . 
Bombay. But Dr. Hanerjee should remember the conditions regard- 
ing the prices of these commodities and the difference between 
Calcutta and Bombay, because in Calcutta we started food control 
very much earlier than in Bombay and we have been able to keep the 
prices down much more satisfactorily than they have done in the other 
province. Yet, in Bombay the increase which this Board of Concilia- 
tion has tfrdered, namelv, two nnmjs, represents 10 *0# per cej*t. above 

• 
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pre-war prices. Therefore, Sir, I do submit that there is no case at 
all for an increase of 25 per cent, and these labour leaders who make 
certain exciting speeches to their constituents are not greeting them 
in a proper manner. On t|ie other hand they give rise unfortunately 
to the suspicion that their speeches are not for the purpose of direct- 
ing the attention of the employers or of Government to the actual 
necessity but are delivered amongst the laboift-ers for causing excite- 
ment and unrest and for pitching their demands so high that no 
reasonable body of persons can accede to them. Now # the figure for 
Bombay up to December was 8 per cent, about the pre-war prices and 
for Madras during flu* same period was 10 per cent. Sir, 
Dr. Banerjee has threatened us — I think it is Dr. Banerjee who has 
threatened us — that there is going to be a demand in all the labour 
centres — Nagpur, Bombay, Madras, Cawnpore — for an increase in the 
wages of 25 per cent., and the sooner we bow to the demand, the 
better for us; otherwise, certain things would happen — dark and 
nameless — which will result ultimately in the advent of the Russian 
revolution, the spectre of which Mr. Abdul Wahed Bokainagari has 
so glibly placed before the House. Of course, one cannot take 
Maulvi Bokainagari very seriously, because In* probably even does not 
know what is Russia and when* is Russia. Probably be thinks that 
Russia is a country situated somewhere to the east of Bengal and 
separated only by a thin partition wall. He does not even know 
what is the signifieanee of the Russian revolution. It is quite 
possible that if we bad the semblance of a Russian revolution, 
Mr. Bokainagari might be mistaken for a venerable Mouluna, a reli- 
gious lender, and be treated in the manner in which religious leaders 
have been treated by the Russian revolutionists 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI, Have you ever been to Russia? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, is the Hon’ble 
Minister relevant to the resolution under discussion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We have been 
threatened that we are going to have a Russian revolution 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I suggest. Sir, that there 
• should be no interruption because the Hon’tfte Minister is speaking 
about his past experience and activities! 

Tht HOft'blft Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, the honourable 
members have stated, and really this shows the depths of their 
ignorance, that the jute mills are making huge profits. I had expect- 
ed to hear something in the nature of a general survey of labour condi- 
tions frvm these « honourable members. There are labourer* employed 
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in factories other than jute mills, and one fails to understand why the 
labour leaders have got such a fascination for jute mills and jute mill 
labour that wl^novor they talk about labour conditions, they can 
only visualise the conditions as prevalent ii| the jute mills. 

Now, these jute mills, as have been pointed out by Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Khaitan, who know the conditions very well, are not making 
huge profits at present prices. Mr. Z&man embarked on an economic 
plane with whyh, lie has no connection whatsoever. The figures 
which he placed before this House are probably the kind of figures 
w'hich lie placed before his erstwhile audience, namely, the jute mill 
labourers. Not having the jute mill labourers to speak to, he has 
attempted to vent his knowledge on this House. But the figures are 
absolutely and hopelessly inaccurate from the beginning to the end 
and 1 need not refer to them because, 1 think, it is admitted now by 

all persons who have an \ knowledge of jute mill conditions that at 

the price at which jilts* stands at present, and at the price at which 
hessian stands at present- — at these prices, the jute mills cannot make 
a profit. [, therefore, beg the honourable labour leaders, if they are 
really sincere in their protestations for the labourers, not to plac^ 
the demand for higher wages on the profits or otherwise of the jute 
mills, but really to place it on the footing that the cost of family 
budget lias increased and they ought to get more wages. 

Now, Sir, it has been pointed out to the honourable members that 

the actual income of the jute mill labourers has increased by about 
70 per cent, and there cannot lie any force in the argument advanced 
by them that the demand for this 25 per cent., which comes mostly 
from Dr. Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath Banerjce and various other gentle- 
men who are interesting themselves in keeping up the excitement in 
these labour areas, is the outcome of hunger, 1 do not think any 
of these gentlemen — these honourable members ol the Legislative 
Assembly— is really hungry and I am certain that the jute mill 
workers to-day are not hungry whatever may be the justice of their 
demand for increase in their wages. As a matter of fact, if it does 
happen t hat one or two labourers are dismissed by certain mills, these 
persons come to me — as they are legitimately entitled to come to me — 
day in and day out, besiege me in my office or in my house in order 
to get back the places of* which they have }>eeri deprive*!. Now, Kir, 
there are various other ways of increasing the real wages of a worker, 
and personally I am more inclined to try that way. Let me give 
two examples. If we can definitely abolish bribery and corruption in 
the mills, we would lx* giving to the worker a considerable increase in 
bis reul weges as a portion of his income goes in order to feet! the 
tardar or those* above him. This would remain in his pocket. That 
is a definite increase in the money jrhich he can utilise for himself. 

I 
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Again, Sfr, to induce the employers to provide the labourer with 
more amenities of life, to induce them to make provision for gratui- 
ties, for pensions, for provident fund, for leave, for dwelling houses, 
for recreation, for education, and for similar amenities, I think, is 
doing far more service to the labourers, their children, the present 
labourers and those who will come after them, than an increase in 
wages which to-day they will hardly know hofi' to spend. 

Sir, I do not wish to take any credit. Some honourable member 
has suggested that the jute mills have increased the Wages by 10 per 
cent, and the Minister for Commerce and Labour ought not to take 
any credit for that increase. 1 do not wish to take any credit. I am 
not here to tnke any credit. 1 am here for the purpose of doing my 
best both for the labourers as well a.s for the employers. I a here 
to see that justice is done to both parties and if 1 did ask the Jute 
Mills Association to increase the wages 1>\ 10 ju*r cent, and if on my 

recommendation, they have done so. 1 take no credit for that act of 

justice on their part, and if other companies as well have accepted 
my advice, the credit goes to them and the happiness goes to the 
labourers. I am indeed gratified. Sir, that main employers to whom 
J have tend'ered advice, after considering their condition as well as the 
wages and amenities which the\ gi\e to their labourers, have accepted 
my advice, and onh this da\ or a da\ or two hack, the Electricity 
Company, the (las Company and the Tramwa> Com pain have announc- 
ed increases in their labour wages. A little while ago the Engineer- 
ing Companies have done the same and there are main s’lnilar 

companies here and there that are falling in the line and art* increas- 
ing the wages whenever <he> can. I submit. Sir. that there are no 
merits in the resolution which has been placed by the honourable 
member and 1 request him to withdraw it. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: I would like to reply. I 
have got the right of reply. 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In that case the 
Minister will June a further right of reply. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERtJEE: Mi Speaker. Sir, the 
Hon’ble Labour Minister lias challenged my fijures and lias asked where- 
from l have got them. The Chief Minister is laughing at this 
(Laughter). T have got them from the actual shops. AVe tried our 
level best to get these figures from the Ilon'ble the Labour Minister 
himself on several occasions, but he did never supply us with these 
figures. To-day he has given us some scanty figures but those figures 
are, I do say, not accurate. I challenge the Labour Minister to come 
with nre to the* various shops and to the shops which deill with the 
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labourers near the hustre*. 1 went to them. I asked thrfin at what 
price they were selling dial, <1al % atm , etc. in the month of September 
and now and tjiey told me from their books the figures. So what I am 
supplying is actual fact, the fact which L have secured myself at u 
great labour and theie cannot be any doubt as regards their correctness 
and I do also challenge the Labour Minister that if he goes to the 
labourers and says that* then* has not been practically much increase 
in the prices, I know what sort of answer he will get. 

1 hen it hrfb been asked wh\ we have got so much hallucination 
about, jute mills; why we have made reference to the jute mills so 
often!*' Well, while we refer to Ahamedabad or Botnlm\ , we generally 
mean the cotton mill labourers. Why*' Because they predominate 
the^c, in that field. Who can doubt that in Calcutta the jute mill* 
preponderate Y There me more than 100 jute mills on both sides ot the 
Hooghh employing more than 0 lakhs of Calcutta labourers out of a 
total labour population of 7 lakhs. So it any question before a labour 
representative comes, the question «d jute laboureis of Bengal will 
undoubtedly conn* first 

There is another point too Win hallucination Y Because, the 
Labour Minister abn knows, we also know, whenever we happen to go 
to labour areas we only find beautiful dwellings on one side and hovels 
and petty lmts on the other Wc know. thc\ often sa\ lhat they are 
running the mills at a los** Kiom the wa\ in whi<h the\ Ii\e in 
beautiful houses surrounded by beautiful parks on flu- banks of the 
Ganges, from the big motor cars in which they drive to the Calcutta 
Club from the mills, kicking up the dust on our face - 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : What do you obje< t to Y 

Do you object to the dust or to tlu* motor cur!' 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 object to the motor 
car* which kick up dust (Laughter). A few months laiek, Sir, when 
the numhci ot working hours was reduced from -Jo to 40 a week and 
then* was a chance of genera) strike, in one of the leading European 
papers in Calcutta it was declared that if the labourers went on strike, 
the employers would declare a lock-out arid would not be afraid of it. 
How could they say fluA? Because all the jute mills have got so much, 
in reserve that out of that restive fund they may give sufficient interest 
to the Europeans, sufficient dividend for as long a* they like. They 
have accumulated so much fuad. I could give exact, figures but I have 
not got them with me just now. Take for example the Howrah Jute 
Mills and many other jute mills. With what capitals they started 
and what huge reserves they have got now. It is no wonder that the 
European* paper would decline in. Ixdd terms that they did«nof caro 
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whether the workers of jute mills worked or not, because they have 
got enough reserves. They have invested in big banks and insurance 
companies which will give* them any amount of interest fgr a long time. 

Mr. Khaitan was speaking of losses. I do not know what is the 
condition of the Birla Jute Mill. That jute mill may be running at 
a loss. As regards jute mills it is also difficult to get exact figures 
because we can never approach the jute mill authorities. Whenever 
we are in difficulty we go and try to meet them hut they consider us 
an worse than dogs. I will give one instance. In the year 19d7 just 
after the Assembly elections, when at Budge Budge there was strike 
in the jute mills run by Andrew Yule & Co., I ran to the Manager at 
Calcutta to enquire into the real condition. The Manager came out 
and said “Thank you very much for your coming, but I refuse to talk 
to you anything about the labour conditions or about the conditions 
of the mills”. That is our lot everywhere. We do not get any in- 
formation. Those of you who have read the Jute Enquiry Committee’s 
lleport know that complaints have been made that tlx* members were 
not supplied wdth information. They had no access to hooks. Many 
of the jute mills huve got their head offices not here but in London or 
iiV Dundee or somewhere else. So we cannot have facts and figures 
and therefore we cannot say whether the jute mills are running at a 
loss. The Government of India knowing facts better than we do has 
brought that new Bill, the Excess Profits Tax Bill. What was the 
meaning of that}’ Whom they were looking at P They were thinking 
of these European mill owners. They were thinking of the tramway 
companies, Tho\ were thinking of the railway companies. They were 
thinking of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. 

1 will give you one instance. There are 10 Directors for, the Calcutta 
Electric. Supply Corporation in London. AVill you Ixdievc me when 
I say that each of these 10 Directors attends only d meetings a year 
and gets Hs. 40,000 sitting in London P Ks. 40,000 sitting in London 
for only attending d meetings a year! It was published last year 
that, that year the company had made Its. 20 lakhs more profit than 
the preceding year. I do not know what was the exact profit in that 
preceding year. This is how they arc running at a loss! These jute 
mills, these tramway companies, these telephone companies are doing 
marvellous business owing to the gracious favour of the Hon’ble 
.Ministers. Still they say that they are running at a loss. I challenge 
thein. This Telephone Corporation Limited is making 200, d00 and 
400 per cent, profit. In the course of 10 years the total capital of the 
Telephone Corporation Limited has increased by double. So we have 
got fascination for the jute mills, the Calcutta Electric Supply Corpora^ 
tion and the Telephone Corporation. At the third annual general 
meeting of the workers of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
it has bqfm resoluod that if in case^of seven days’ week the*Company 

< 
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does not grant them 25 per cent. War Bonus, they will have no other 
course left open to them but to take recourse to the extreme step which, 
we all know, is nothing but strike. We hnrve got a fascination for 
the Electric Supply Corporation, we have wit u fascination for the 
Tramway Company, a fascination for the Wailways and also we have 

got a fascination for all the European firms 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You don’t travel b\ tram, 

I think? 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE S Yes, I do travel by tram 
and often in second class, because I cannot afford to have a motor cur. 
But I am waiting for the da\ when India will be sovietised, the day 
when every one will have a motor ear. In America every fourth man 

has got a motor car (The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fa/M'I. Hru: Every 

fourth man?) Yes, even fourth man has got a motor car, and we are 
conceiving of a state in India to be established very soon when every 
Indian will have a motor ear. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Svhkawakdy : 
You will have a bullock cart.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Dr. Bancrjee, I hope, in that case you will giv# 
me notice sufliricnk in udwuicc so that I may expand the compound 
of the Assembly House. (Laughter) 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there is one point 
raised by Mr. Walker and Mr. Khaitan. That is about the number of 
working horns. They have said that the workers were before working 
for 40 hours a week but now they are working for 00 hours a week. 

So automatirajh they are getting 1 h times of their wages. 1 ask the 
Jfon'ble Minister how manv hours a week did the labourers work two 
years before, how many hours a week did the labourers work in HM7? 

It was only in September, that the numlier of working hours wan 

reduced probably by an Ordinance, from 54 to 45; and last year 
immediately Indore the war it was reduced from 45 to 40. I ask, have 
you the heart to feel how* pitiable was the condition of the lulwiurers? 
They were mere beggars. I ask the Hon'ble the Chief Minister to 
think about this, for l believe he has got a heart. They were working 
for 54 hours a week but suddenly the nurnWr of working hours was 
reduced by force, not wiAi the consent of the labourers; it was thrust , 
on them, it came upon them as a Wit from the blue — from 54 hours 
a week to 40 hours a week. Consequently, they were starving. But 
now the circumstances have com polled you to increase their working 
hours from 40 to 00. You have done nothing of your owm accord. 
They were already working for 54 hours; so actually there lias Wen an 
increase of 6 hours a week. Mr. Khaitan ought to have known it when 
he delivered hia* speech. As regards^ the 10 per cent, increment there 
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was a ctft in their wages. That nut was only made up. So practically 
speaking the mill-owners have done nothing for the labourers. The 
Hon'ble Minister knows this very well. He has said many things 
against us, but still, in spite of that, T would say nothing against him. 
But I would say only thi#; that only meeting our questions simply by 
saying that we are only big talkers, doing nothing, won’t solve the 
problem. Then, as I have told the honourable members, my facts are 
quite accurate. 1 know and many of the honourable members, who 
are poor, know how much they have now to jmy for their medicines, 
foodstuffs, and everything and how much they paid before. The 
ifon’ble Minister may not purchase things himself but poor men like 
us who have themselves to go to the market even day tor making pur- 
chases know' how much they paid before and how much they are [laying 
now. My facts are accurate. There has been certainly an increase 
of 25 per cent, in the prices of commodities And it will be the 
hounden duty of every meml>cr, it he has got any feeling tor the 
labourers, to have the resolution parsed and see that the Government 
gives effect to tin* resolution by compelliny the mill-owners to grant 
this 25 per cent. War Bonus 

f With these few woids. Sir, I again a-k the honourable members 
of this House to accept my resolution 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir. max 1 say a few 

words in reply to what the honourable member has stated!' Firstly, 
he has spoken with great fervour regarding the reserves of the jute 
mills. Undoubtedly , jute mills possess these reserves, tor if the jute 
mills do not possess those reserves, thex would not have been able to 
[ray their labourers even in those days when they were working at. a 
loss, and they would never be able to [ray the labourers now when they 
are working at a loss. It is no use Dr. Banerjee saying that they are 
not working at a loss, or that because the Government of India has put 
an exeess profits tax, so they must be making a profit . Nobody denies 
that immediately after the outbreak of the war the prices of manu- 
factured commodities, e.//., hessian rose to a considerable amount, and 
the mills made a considerable profit. But w'e are now talking of 
present conditions, and it is w'ell known that at the present prices — 
that is a point which Dr. Banerjee will please take into account — the 
mills cannot make a profit. When jute is chVnp and hessian dear they 
will certainly make a profit and in their half-yearly accounts they 
might be able to show’ a profit. But I)r. Banerjee must consider what 
is a fact, namely, that at the present prices they cannot make a profit. 
Does Dr. Banerjee live in his own world, or is he living in a world 
of dreams or in a practical world? Does he not know that there is a 
great dispute preseut among the mill authorities whether they should 
not bring the laours of work dotjrn again so that the price of their 
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manufac tured goods might rise to such an extent that they may be in 
a position to balance their budget? Surely, Dr. Banerjee has heard 
that there is a talk amongst the mill authorities to bring down the 
hours of work from 60 to 54 or men 50. • 

Dr. Banerjee need not lacerate himself no much. 1 know it is a 
habit with him, but I would request him nof to do so. Merely because 
a Manager thanked him for his enquiry but said that he would not 
discuss matters with him, it does not mean that he treated him like 
cots and clogs. I do not know whether a person in treating a dog as 
a dog should be treated thanks ihc dog first before turning him out. 
^Laughter.) 

I want to make an offer m all seriousness to Dr. Huuerjee — and l 
make this offer again and again — that if Dr. Banerjee and his friends 
and his colleagues do tread the path ot constitutional and gentlemanlike 
trade unionism, we are prepared in every possible way to co-operate with 
them, and when 1 say “we” 1 mean the* ( rovernment. That is the 
policy which Government has laid down, namely, to encourage in every 
possible way all legitimate aims nt the workeis Thus he and his 
friends and I representing Government ran work together leu the pur- 
pose ot extracting recognition tor legitimate trade unions. 1 do, us 
a matter of fact, regret to a very great extent that I am deprived of 
the co-operation ot Dr. Banerjee and his cnlleugues. 1 am sure thttl 
the time will come when Dr. Banerjee will realise that the efforts 
which arc being made by Government ate not against tin* interests of 
labour; and when we meet together and co-operate with each other in 
a common cause then the suspicion which Mr Khaitan entertains, 
namely, t hat m certain mutters both the Opposition arid Government, 
are of the same mind on labour questions, will ripen into a certainty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: (To Di Suresli (’liandta Banerjee) From your 
to-day's speech I find that you can speak English very well. So, 
henceforward you will ha\e to speak in English, Dr Banerjee. 

I will now put Dr. Baneriee’s motion The icsolution of Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee t hat this Assembly is ol opinion that steps be taken 
by the Government so that the authorities ol all mills and factories 
withiu the province ot Bengal he* compelled to grant at least 26 per 
cent, of their pay as War Bonus to all classes ol employees employed 
by them to mitigate the hardship c aused to the labourers by a rise in 
the price of foodstuffs dye to war. was put and a Division taken with 
the following result: — 



iAYEI — M. 

I Afe»*4 rum, m. Sf«g. 
AtiaMMa Aka**, Mr. 
UMrR, Mr. 9. 


AM Fart, Mr. Mi. 
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Baaarji, Mr. Mya Frtya. 
Baaarjat, Mr. Mhaath. * 
Saaarfat, Or. Bartth Okaakra. 
tom*. Mi Pftmbart. 
Barman, •*« Ikyaai Prasak. 
»*«. Mr. taatatb Kaaiar. 
Mwaa, Baba Uktkaal Rarayaa. 
•hwaa, Mr. Batik Lai. 


Obakraharty, Baka Hanabra Rarayaa. 
Ohattapakhyay, Mr. Harlyaka. 
Cbaakhari, RaJ H araakra Rath. 

Oat, Baka Makfai Okaakra. 

Oat, Baka Rakbaaatk. 

Oat Bapta, Baka Kkaftakra Rath. 

Oat Bapta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirtakra Rath. 

Dalai, Mr. Martakra Rath. 

Kmkakul, Hague, Kul. 

Okan, Mr. Atal Krishna. 

Blatakkln Amtk Mr. 

•*waml, Mr. Tain Ohankra. 

Bapta, Mr. bagath. Ohankra. 

Nataa All Ohaakhary, Mr. lyak. 
kaaak All, Majamkar, Maahrl. 


■Mtra, Mr. taraakra Mahaa. 

Mall, Mr. Akaatta tcfmar. 
■ajnmkar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 
MaakaJ, Mr. Aaiartta Lai. 
Maalrastaantt lilamakakl Mania a I 
Mapkal Natala, Mr. * 

Makar|l, Mr. Oklraakra Rarayaa. 
Makkarjaa, Mr. B. 


Makharjaa, Or. tfcarat Ohankra. 

Mallkk, Irijat Atkatatfc. 

Ramlcnkkir Ahmak, Mr. 

Jay Ohaakhary, Mr. Birtakra Kitkari * 
*•* Mr. Ohara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrlabna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. * 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Rath, 

Sanyal, Mr. latanka lakkar. 

•hahakali, Mr. 


Ihanuakkin Ahmak, Mr. M. 
•I"«ha, Baba Ktkatra Rath, 
••■ha, Irijat Maalakra Bhasaa. 
•ar, Mr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 
Waliar Rahman, Maatvi. 
Zaman, Mr. a. M. A.. 


Akkal Alia, Maalana Mk. 

Akkal Mate, Mr. Mina. 

Akkal Nafla, Mr. Mia. 

Akkal Hakaam, Mr. 

Akkal Hakim, Maatvi. 

AMal Hakim Vlkrampari, Naalvi Mk. 
AMal MamM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Hamlk Mali, Maalvl. 

Akkal kabhar, Maalvl. 

AMal Kakar, Mr. (allaa Lai Maah). 
Akkal Karim, Mr. 

AMal MaJM. Mr. lyak. 

AMal Wahah Khan, Mr. 

Abkar Rahman, Khan BahMar A. F. H. 
AMar Rahman IMklgl, Mr. 

AMar RaaahM Mahmaak, Mr. 

Abkar Rathaak, Maatvi Mk. 

AMar RaaV. Khan tahib Maalvl I. 

Abkar Rauak, Maalvl. 

Akkat bkahaak, Maalvl Mk. 

AMal Hublm, Maatvi. 

Abal Haaala Ahmak Mr. 

Abal Qaatam, MaatvL 
Aftak All, Mr. 

Ahmak All Mrtkba, Maalvl. 

Ahmak Haaala, Mr. 

Amlaaltih, Khan bahlb Maatvi. 

AmH AH MM. Maatvi Mk. 

Atbratali, Mr. M. 

AalM Hawaii Khan, MaatvL 
Atbar AH, Maatvi. 

•^nMkala, Mr. lyak. 

BtR-Hart. Mitt F. B. 
ttk lp paa k ata, Mr. k. W. 

Blarh, Mr. I. A. 

Baa, Mr. Anakal Okaakra. 

Oat, Ra) tobft Klrtt Bhnaaa. 

Daw. Baka Bahaakra Rath. 

«•», mr. B p aa kra a a lk. 


NOES — 111. 


Farhak Run Ohaakhary, Mr. M 
Facial Naa, th« Ha*bi« Mr. A. K 
racial Qaakir, Khan Bahakar Maalvl. 

Fular Rahman, Mr. (Dacca), 
radar Rahman, Mr. (Mymantlngh). 
flaataa, Mr. I. a. 

BriMths, Mr. 0. 

Byasukkin Ahmck Choakhary, Alhakl 

- «. 

Hnflzakkin Chaakhari, Maalvl 
NamMakkin Ahmak, Khan bahlb. 
Masanaccaman, Maalvl Mk. 

Haahcm All Khan, Khan Bahakar Maalvl. 
Hayarcak, Mr. Ragan. 

Hankry, Mr. Davik. 

Hlrtccl, Mr. A. F. * 

Ikrl. Ahmak Mia, MaatvL 
kalatakkia Ahmak, Khaa Bahakar MaalvL 
KaMrakkin Khaa, Khan Bahakar MaatvL 
Kaitm AH Mina, lahikcaka Kawaa kak ivak. 
Khaltaa, Mr. Dahl Frank. *** 

McBrcgar, Mr. B. B. 

Maicakkin Ahmak, Maatvi. 

Makiakkta Ohaakhary, Maatvi. 

Magaln, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtab, Maharajhamar Okay Chink. 

Mahtakckktn Ahmak, Khan Ba hakar MaatvL 
Maakal, Mr. Baa ha Bah art 
**•*•*» N*+kagat Okaakra. 

Maalrakkla Ah bank, MaatvL 
Marlakla, Mr. F. 4. 

■Mar, Mr. C. 

Makammak AM, Khaa Bahakar. 

Oh «. t. e . 


Macammat Hag, Maalvl Mk. 

Makammak MM, Khaa BahM Maatvi «aa4 
Makammak tkrahla^ MaatvL 
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ptokamaaB Mam >aahL * 

MaiBMatti laraN, iaaM. 

■ill, tka Nm’M* Mr. R^nH Mar ». 

MaBtek, Mr. B alto Miry 
Maaiarraf laaiaia, Oi Naa'Ma Nawal, Kkaa 
BakaBar. 

M w h | i wi»l Nafii, kyaB. 

Maataffa AN Dana, Maalvi 
Raaay, tka NaaKi Rtliriji SrtackaaBra, at 
Ca wl a l ii ir. 

NailaaMa, tka Hta*klt Kkwaja Sir, 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Itakaafm Kkaa BakaBar A. M. L. 

Baikal, tka Haa’ktv Mr. rrunai Oak. 

BafMaBMa TarafBar, Maatvi 
Bay, tka Maa'Wa Mr l#y PraaaB Hark. 

Bay, Mr. Patlraai. 

BaBaraBBia AkauB, Mr. 


RESOLUTION. 30* 

taBra BbL AkwaB, Majl 
•alia, Mr. •. A. 
taaaaBak, Ai-Maj KuMi Or. 
tartar, iaka MaBkaaaBta. 
tarajat lalaa, Mr. 

•fcakakaBMa, Mr. Kkwaja, 0. B. I. 
taaaaaBBta AkanB KkaaBkar, Mr. 

MrBar, taka Utta MvaBa. 

•attfc, Mr. H. Brakaat 
Mavaa, Mr. 4. W. B. 
takarwarty, tka Haa'kla Mr. N. *. 

Mark, Mr. A. F. 

TaaixaBBia Kkaa, tka Naa*kta Mr. 

Tatai AkaaB OkaaBkary, Maalvi Majt. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. B. 

Yviat Ali CkaaBkary, Mr. 

Zakar AkaiaB CkaaBkary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes beinjr 58, and the Noes beinjr 111, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think we shall he able to finish the next 
resolution within the short time that remains. Moreover, there does- 
not seem to be a quorum present. So I will now adjourn the House 
till 4-45 p m . on Monday, the 4th March, 1 940. 


Adjournment. 

It heinjf 7-40 p.m. — 

The House \uis udjoiirned till 4-45 p.m on Monday, the 4(li Mureh, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

•0 * 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935* 

e 

Thk Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 4th March, 1940, at 4U5 p.iu 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the 1 1 on’ hie Khan Bahadur M. Aziziu. Haoue, c.i.e.) 
in the ('hair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. * 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of the District inspector of 8chools as ex-offlcio Secretary 
of the District 8chooi Board. 

•189. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI: (a) Will the Hou hie 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government contemplate making it compulsory for all 
District School Boards to appoint the District Inspector of School as 
the e.r-officio Secretary ? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Ministei aware that there exists a feeling over 
the question involving the transference of powers from the non-officials 
to the officials? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The draft of a rule 'providing for 
the appointment of the District Inspector of Schools as f\r-ojfino 
Secretary to the District School Board has been published with the 
object of eliciting the opinion of j>ersons likely to be affected thereby. 
Objections or suggestions received will be considered before the rule is 
approved. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: Wilt the Hon’hie Minister be pleaded 
to state the object of framing such a rule which will prevent a non- 
official member from being elected as Secretary of the School Board? 

TIM Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have explained, the 
suggestion was made from different quarters that the District Inspector 
of Schools should for some time to conk* work as e.r~ojfirio Secretary. 
If this proposal does not meet with popular support, it will not be 
given effect to. 
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Crtovanoas of maotiiiMinm of the Hemming Department of South Union 

Jute Mill. Matiabruz, Calcutta. 

• 

*17A. Dr. * 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and laibour Department be 
pleased to state whether he received some time hack a petition signed by 
the mackinemeu of the {lemming Department of the Smith Union *lutd 
Mill, Matiabruz, stating their grievances ^ 

{b) If the Answer to {a I is in the affirmatiu*, will the Hou'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry has been held in the 
matter y 

( c ) If so, how was the enquiry held? 

( d ) Has the enquiry been finished ? 

(e) If not, when is it likely to be finished? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
report will be mailable to the members of this House and to the public? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): («) and (b) Yes. 

{c) The Laltour (oinmissionei lias enquired into the complaint. 
He lias exumined the representatives of the local Jute Mill Workers’ 
Union and the workers; he has made enquiries from the Labour Liaison 
Officer ol the firm, from the neighbouring mills, from the Head Office; 
he has held discussions and ha* collected as much material on the sub- 
ject as i.* nece**ar\ Im him to tome to an tspiitable finding 

(d) Yes. *o far as collection of material* i* ( miceniod The 
nuttei ha* {'roved to be evtiemelx complicated; the exiflenee i* con- 
flicting; and the practice prcxaleiit in the \ariou* mill* widelx «li\»‘tgent, 

(e) Does not arise. 

(f) It i* not usual to publish the repot!* oi the Labour Uommis- 
sionev, which are *ubmitted 1o (roxenimeril in the course of his duties. I 
shall, however, consider the desirability or otherwise of issuing a state* 
merit if I think it i* of sufficient public interest to justify it. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to 4!ate whether any answer has been sent to the 
petition made to the Commerce and Labour Department by the 
Maehinemen of the Hemming Detriment of South Union Jute Mill, 
Matiabruz, and, if so, when?. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On receipt of that 
petition the Laboqr (Commissioner went to make an enquiry. 

21 
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Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hoa’bie 
Minister he pleased to state whether an\ answer has been sent to the 
petitioners ? 

c 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tha^ question does not strictly arise as the 
petition was received and an enquiry has been started on that. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. the spirit of my 
question was to find out what was done a.** a result of that petition and 
whether an\ « 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You have cot the substance: the Labour 
Minister is prompt in acceding to the request made in the petition. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the application was received through any 
Union — lute Mill Workers’ Union or Bengal Chatkal Workers’ Union? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

. Mr. SIB NATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (c) in 
which t he name of the local Jute Mill Workers' Union is mentioned, 
will the lion 'hie Minister he pleased to state whether this Utnion is 
recognised ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Communal ratio in clerical appointments in Civil Courts in Asansol 
subdivision, Burdwan. 

•171. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Deportment he pleased to state — 

(a) the present number of clerks in the Civil Courts of Asansol 
subdivision in the district of Burdwan : and 
{ b ) how many of them are — 

(») Caste Hindus. 

(it) Muslims, and 
(ui) Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER Hi charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Mueharruff Hoeaain, Khan Bahadur): (a) 16. 

(h) (t) Caste Hindus 14 . <ii) Muslims and (tit) Scheduled Osstee 
none. 
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Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the 11 on' hie Minister he 
pleased to state when these appointments were made? 

• 

The Hon’bll Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

These are appointments that have l>eon in tiistenco tor a long time. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: My question is when these 
appointments weie made? 

The Hon’bld Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Up till yesterday. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether these appointments were made utter due 
advertisement ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : It U very difficult to su\ that. The question is 
about the total strength. It is not fair to ask now how appointments 
were made over a |>eriod of \ears 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleaded t A 
state why no Scheduled (’ante clerk has been taken? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These figures an , j Ui q for u small subdivision. Scheduled Caste elerks 
might have been appointed in other subdivisions. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state the percent uge of imputation of Hindus and Muslims in the 
district ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Prooew servers under the Dittriet Judge of Tlppera. 

•172. Maidvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Will the lion ble Minister 
in ebarge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the year 19d9 under the District Judge of 
Tipper* — . 

(a) |be names of the Muslim process-servers who were made to 

retire; *- 

(b) their age on retirement ; 

(c) the names of the newly -ajifiotn ted non-Muslim process-servers 

as probationer and temporary; 
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(d) their age on appointment; and 

( e ) the number of Hindu and Muslim process-servers who have 

either completed 30 years’ service or attained the age of 60 
years who are ^till in service? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Mahabbat Ali, Akbar Ali* Munsar Ali Kazi, Monohar Ali, Nea- 
jaddin, Munsar Ali and Mahainmad Ali Khan. 

(b) 60 . 

(c) Suresh (,'hnndra De only has been appointed probationer, and no 
other appointments as temporary or probationer have been or are likely 
to l>e made in view of the existing excess number of staff. 

id) 22. 

(c) 29 Hindus and 24 Muslims who have completed 30 years of 
service but have not yet attained 60 years of age. 


DifVBoulties in the matter of interview with prisoners in the Dum Dum 
Central Jail. 

•173. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: <<n Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Deimrt incut l>e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that iron bars, iron net and also thick glass panes 
have been placed to separate the interviewers fiom the convicted or 
undertrial prisoners interviewed in the Dum Dum Central Jail? 

(b) Has any complaint been received bv the Hon’ble Minister for 
the above arrangements? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the present arrangement 
causes inconvenience both to the interviewers and the interviewed, 
inasmuch as the\ cannot clearly see and distinctly bear each other? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) Some inconvenience is inevitable aud I am taking measures to 
reduce it as far as possible. f 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform us whether any Government officer watches when 
the interview goes on? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: How does this question 

arise ^ 
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ml ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: It does in thin way. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the relevancy of your question P 

Mr. ATUL*KRI8HNA CHOSE: My nfxt question will bring out 
that point, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tltis is not \oui question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 

pleased to state what is the object ot making these arrangements ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The anangeinents made 
are of the same hind even whole. The object is to enable the person 
to see and talk and at the same time to prevent him from passing 
things. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is ,t not a tart that daring the 
interview, specials in the t ase of politnal prisoners, the I. B. ofliccrg 
are deputed: 

» 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N/ftlMUDDIN: The nnwr in in the 
atfirmative. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to state how he is going to reduce tin* inconvenience 
by keeping these arrangements intact Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has noi said that he will keep these arrange- 
ments intact . * 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister lias said 
that he is going to redme tin* inconvenience If he is going to keep 
these arrangements intact, how will In* irdme the inconvenience*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then* <unnot he reduc- 
tion hut there mas he some modification. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the iuct that the I.h. 
officers are watching all the time the interview lasts, what is the 
necessity ot making these arrangement* of iron bars, thick glass panes 
arid other things? , 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These are the usual 
arrangements all over the world. 
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Scheme in rmp ect of growth and development of iiMtatriai in Bengal. 

*174. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: (a) Will the Hem’ hie 

Minister in charge of the* Industries Dejiartment he pleased to state 
whether Government have lad any scheme in respect* of the growth and 
development of industries in Bengal ? 

(b) If so, what is that schemer' 

(r) Have the Government considered the necessity of helping the 
growth of small and cottage industries in the rural aseas of Bengal? 

(d) If so, have the Government prepared ati\ schemes for that 
purjiose ? 

(e) Have the Government made any urranguneut for industrial 
research ? 

(/) If so, who is or are in charge of such research work and on what 
lines the works of research have been undertaken? 

(fj) Have the Government started any organisation for marketing 
industrial products of Bengal or for helping the industrialists to market 
their products? 

a (h\ If the answer to (<j) is in the atfirmativc. will th«* Hou’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state — 

(f) what is the name of that organisation; 

(ii) how is it constituted; and 

(Hi) what arc its functions? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and IN0U8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) to uf) The 

department has a planned programme for a balanced development of 
the industries ol the Province in general and small and cottage indus- 
tries in rural areas in particular. For an idea as to what the 
programme i* and the action taken up to March. 19*19, in pursuance 
of the programme, I would refer the member to jiages f)8 to 72 of the 
publication entitled “Two years «>t Provimia! Autonomy in Bengal” 
issued by the Publicity Department ot this Government — a copy of 
which is placed on the Library table. 1 hope to be able to give a 
further account of the action taken durinir the year 19*19-40 and that 
proposed to be token during the coining vear in my budget speech 
during the current session of this House. f 

(e) and (f) A* stated on jmge 70 of the publication referred to above, 
with the object of utilising the existing resources of the Province and 
devising ways and means for co-ord in axing and harnessing them so aa 
to create a dynamic effort in the prosecution of research to benefit 
existing industries or to bring new ‘ones »nto existence, the Bengal 
Industrial Research Board has been constituted with, eminent scientist* 
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with considerable experience in the line. The constitution and Emo- 
tions of the Board are laid down in Government resolution No. 369- 
lnd., dated the 9th February, 1939, a copy ui which is laid on the 
Library table. • The Board have formulated a number of research 
schemes which are being executed jmitlv /h rough the agency of the 
Calcutta University and jmrth In the departmental officers at Ihe 

Industrial Research Laljoratorv. 

• 

(g) and (/<) l he department has u Marketing and Publicity Officer 
who is engaged in giving publicity to small and cottage industry pro- 
ducts of the Province and finding markets for them. The Industrial 
and Commercial Museum and the Moving Kxhibition recently estab- 
lished have afforded an excellent means <1 giving wide publicity to 
the industrial products of the Province and thereby creating a good 
market for them in the Province and outside. Moreover, the depart- 
ment have been paying subsidies to the Bengal Home Industries’ 
Association and the (food Com | kih ions foi marketing cottage industry 
products of the Province. The Bengal Industrial Survey Committee have 
recently submitted a scheme for a comprehensive Marketing Organisa- 
tion for small and cottage industry products which is now under exam- 
ination, and 1 hojM* to be able to give effect to it in the near future, 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8 ! With reference to answers (c) 
and if) where it is said “The Board have formulated a number of 
research schemes which arc being executed partly through the agency 
of th*- Calcutta University , ”, will the llon’ble Minister be pleused 
to state whether these things are being executed in the University 
Science College?* 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That may be so 1 am 

not sure 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8 I Will the Rouble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government are aware that in the* Univer- 
sity Science* College lalxiratory , the professor* working there have 
found that many industrial products which arc now being imported 
into Bengal from outride India can be mumifactutcd on an industrial 
and coin inert ial scale?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That may be m. I 

don’t know, 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government arc prepared to make a 
sufficient contribution for experiments in the Science College for the 
purpose of <vw*ing whether these things can lie produce^? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you had better defer the question for a 
few months, till the next session. 

UNsiARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid oq the table) 

Improvement of the road from Sealdah to Cangasagar. 

o 

72. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Mims- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

( i ) that every year more than 2 lakhs of Hindu pilgrims go to 
Gangasagar for religious purposes; 

(it) that there is a road 41 miles m length from Sealdah to Ganga- 
sagar; and 

(in) that (he said road is in a ver\ had condition'' 

(b) If the answer to (a) (///) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state what steps the ( io\ eminent projwse to take 
for the improvement of the road: 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nantfy, of 
Coesimhazar) : (*/) </) The numboi ot pilgrims is ver\ large. 

(ti) and (i/7) The road <*oimecting Calcutta and Kakdwip, which is 
opposite Sagar Island, is -Vi miles in length; the portion lietween Cal- 
cutta and Diamond Harbour is surface-metalled and is in good order 

( b) Government do not projsiM* to lake tip the improvement of the 
road beyond Diamond Harbour at present as an extensive programme 
il already in hand in various parts of the Province. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the Hon lde Minister he pleased to state 
by winch route he means the distance between Calcutta and Kakdwip 
is of) miles in length? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coealmbazar: 

I believe it is vw Diamond Harbour. 4 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleaded to state 
if he is aware that then* is no proper road between Diamond H&bour 
and Kakdwip except a non-metalled road? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of CoesMMzar: 

Yes, I think thpre is a kvtch o road which is not in Very goqd oondition. 
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Mf* Pf BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the road between Diamond Harbour and Kakdwip is included in 
the extensive programme which is under the contemplation of Govern- 
ment now? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI&CHANDr/ NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 would refer I he honourable member to the report of tin* Sponal 
Office?. * 

Mr. ANUttUL CHANDRA DAS: Will ihc llon'blc Minister he 

pleased to stale if the s» heme ot a road between Diamond Harbour and 
Kakdwip has been taken up b\ (hr Road Development Coiiimiltco}' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

No. Sir. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the llon'lde Minister be 

pleased to slate if it is a iaet that this suition of the road is one of 
the impoitanl road projects rerommended h\ Mr Kinjf a* forming a 
link with tin* mad 1« ;i <1 1 n lt limn Oaleutla to n seaside resort, namely, 
Frasei c-ani v . # 

The Hon’bte Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No, Sh The mad to Diitha, the proposed seaside resort, branches 
out from Surisha. a plaee in the ro;i < I tu Diamond Harbour. 


Appointments made in the district of Burdwan in connection with the 
Jute Restriction Scheme. 

73. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will tin llon'lde Mmister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(it) the total number of up|>oiri? merit" made flow the resident* of 
the llitrdwan district for working m Hurdwan district »mder 
the* -lute Restrif fion Scheme: and 

(b) how m.iu\ of them arc {n Caste Hindu* (/;( Muslims and 
inn Scheduled Castes!" 

The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: <,#> U 

(h) (i) Ca*te Hindus a. (tt) Muslims ,«ud (m 1 Scheduled Ca ste* «‘J. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN MRKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleaded to state the basic principle according to which these number* 

were selected from each jrrotip, viz , Muslims, Caste Hindu* and 

Scheduled t astes Jr 

* 



QUKKTI0N8. 


[4th Mae., 


314 


Thi Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The honourable, member 
will kindly see that the appointment** made here refer to t&ose made 
out of the candidates of ^one particular district only. 

• 

Babu MADHU8UDA^ 8ARKAR • Sir, I want to know what is 

the basic* principle according to which these appointments were made 
from each group? 

# 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN Khan: So far as the basic com- 
munal principle is concerned it is this: that appointments were made 
as far as practicable according to the communal decision of the 
Government. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state why only three men have been taken from the Scheduled 
Castes Y 

Thi Hon'bli Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: 1 cannot sas that off. 
hand. But the question is how man> trom the district of Burdwan 
were taken. Probably more candidates from the Scheduled Tastes in 
this district were not available. I have also said in connection with 
o\her questions that the communal ratio was not strietlv observed in 
respect of each locality, each district or each subdivision but tbe ratio 
was observed in respect of tbe Province as a whole 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir. m the question the word 
“restriction” has been used. I think it should be ‘‘registration” . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. that is so 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the total number of people employed in the 
work of registration Y 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 cannot sav offhand I 
want notice. 


Intelligence Branch of Police in Birbhum. 

74. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHAR.M: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home ( Police 1 Department be pleased to 
•tate — 

(t) whether there is an Intelligent*** Branch of the Police in 
Birbhum ; 

(«*) whether an office building for this branch has been recently 
rtrt *'“ + *ucted at Suri ; 
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(tit) t how many officers are attached to the District Intelligence 
‘Branch, Birbhura; 

(tv) what is the monthly expenditure hi^this l>istrict Intelligence 
Braftch ; 

(r) what was the cost of the office hui/ling recently constructed; 

(n) whether there has been any |>olitical activity on the part of 
any organisation, or any political crime in the district’ of 
Birhhum. during the last five \ cars ; and 

(vti) whet liar there are nn\ other political organisations in the dis- 
trict ot Birhhum except Congress Committees? 

(b) If the answer to (/C in) and ini, are in the negative, are the 
Government contemplating discontinuance of the District Intelligence 
Branch in Birhhum!*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in) u) and m), <vt) and 
(vii) Yes. 

(m) and dr) It is regretted that the information cannot lie given 
in the public interest 

(r) Rs. !>,100. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: W ill the Hon* hie Minister he 
pleased to name the political organisations other than the Congress 
Committees in the district of Birhhum ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Branches of the Com- 
munist Party of India and the Communist l>eagtie. apart from others. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Minister he pleased 
* to state wdiat is the political crime referred to in question (r/i to 
which the answer has been given as “yes”? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Artualh there was a 
conspiracy case in 1984. that is 5 years before, hut as an offshoot of 
that there was another case started in which ten persons were involved 
out of which eight were # convicted That was in 1935 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Wlmt wa» I heir crim«P 

TIm Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NftZIMUODIN: I think it was in the year 

193*5 that a supplementary conspirac\ case was started against ten 
persons of whom eight were convicted. This was an offshoot of the 
first conspiracy case which was started in 1934. The police recovered 
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a revolver in 1933 and another revolver and bomb in 1934. A conspiracy 
case known as the Birbbum Conspiracy Case, (the conspirator! in which 
committed seven crimes and a dacoity in Mursbidabad district) was 
started against 21 members in 1934. Seventy of the f accused were 
convicted in the case and (later a supplementary cane against ten 
members were started and light were convicted. 1 believe this supple- 
mentary case was started in 1930. 

4 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a) (iv). 
will the Hon ’hie Minister lie pleased to state if he is ajanre that there 
is a feeling in the country that this money is distributed among 
people 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That quest ion does not arise 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E : Will the Double Minister be 
pleased to state whether the expendit me by the District Intelligence 
Branch Office at Suri is met out of a secret fund!' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doe- nol aiise 

# Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, I submit lh.it if it is due to 
public interest that the Hon’ble Minister is not willing to reply to the 
question whether it is met from a secret turn], will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what sort ot public interest is affected here v 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may reply to the lattei part ot his question. 
Sir Ntmtmtdditi 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ran explain that We 
do not want to divulge the number ot the people who jfre there and 
what is their strength because that will be against public interest, 
[f then number is known. t)ie\ max lie spotted 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What about the question of their 
monthly expenditure? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: h M >enditure will texeal 
the fact 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHARJI : W ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how does the information regarding expenditure 
affect public interest Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because that will reveal 
the strength of the Intelligence Branch Department at Birbhum and 
you will be able to spot the men who are doing the t^ork. 
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ATDl> CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Honble Minister be pleased 
to state it he is aware that there is a feeling that money is distributed 
among people as a matter of patronage? 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does u<£l arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: With reference to answer (a) 
(tit), will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleased to explain what are the 
difficulties in giving the number of the officers although we do not 
want the number of the informers? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. I have already said that 
we cannot reveal the strength or the name of the people of the Intelli- 
gence Branch because they are liable to be shot at as they have been 
before. The honourable memlier ought to realise that. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, what lias happened 

to m> question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You had letter enquire in the office 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939. 

The discussion on the Bengal Jute Regulation Bill was then 
resumed. 


Clan /■/ 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I heg in move that clause 14 </i (d) 
be omitted and sub-clauses 1 ( r ) and t/< be re nu in lie red as ( tl > and 
<*>• 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir I beg to move that in clause 14 
(1) (J), in line 4, after the word “\ear M the words "and which is in 
excess of the total are# of land specified in I lie licence" he inserted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Su. L }*»g to move that in 
clause 14 (/>. lines 30-33, fror the words “with imprisonment which* 
may extend to six months or with fine which ma\ extend to three 
hundred and fifty rupees or with both”, the words "with fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees" he substituted. 
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Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 14 (7), 
line 31, for the words “six months” the words “one month” be substi- 
tuted. 

I 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
14 (7), in line 31, for the word “six'* the word “three” be substituted. 

* 

Sir, 1 also l>eg to move that in clause 14(7), lines 32-33, the words 
“three hundred and” be omitted. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Sir, 1 beg to move mat in clause 
14 (7), lines 32-33, for the words “three hundred and fifty” the words 
“one hundred” be substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATJA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 14 (/), line-* 32-33, for the words “three hundred and fifty” the 
words “one hundred and fifty be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 beg to move that 
ia clause 14 (2), line •*>, for the word “Officer" the word “Magistrate” 
be substituted. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir. 1 beg to move that in 
clause 14 (2), line 10, after t he word and figure “section 12” at the 
end, the words “or b 4 \ the union jute committee concerned” he in- 
serted. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Sir. I beg to move that in clause 
14 (J), lines 14-16, for the words “imprisonment which may extend to 
six months or with fiue which may extern! to two hundred and fifty 
rupees or with both” the words “fiue which may extend to fifty rupees” 
be substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. I beg to move that in 
clause 14 (J), in lines 14-16, for the words “imprisonment, which may 
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to two hundred 
and fifty rupees or with both” the words “fiije which may extend to 
one hundred rupees” be substituted. 

^ Sir, I also befr to move that in clause 14 ( 3 ), in line 14. for the word 
the word “two” he substituted. % 

Sir, I further beg to move that in clause 14 (<?). lines 15-16, for the 
words “two hundred and fifty” the words “one huadrpd” be substituted. 
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Mr. tIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
14 (1), Hies 30-33, for th$ words beginning with “shall” and ending 

with “both” the following be substituted, namely: — 

• 

“shall on fonviction be punished with^ cancellation of license if 
issued and stopping grant of license which may extend ta 
three consecutive years or fine, which ma\ extend to hundred 
rupees or witji both and os non-payment of fine rigorous* 
imprisonment which ma\ extend to three months and at 
the lime oi cancellation of license if there l>e jute on his land, 
the <*ourt shall confiscate and take possession of the same.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think there is no necessity tor long speeches. 
If any member wants to speak I hope he will l>e ven short and will 
finish his speech in three minutes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the first thing that 1 
intend to move u that sub-clause { J ) should la* taken away from clause 
14 because this sub-clause stands on a different footing from sub-clauses 
(a), (b), (<■), ic) and </). Sub-clause u /) is certainly an offence for 
which separate punishment must be meted out, ihut ho far as sufb- 
clauses {a), </>), (#■), <c) and (/) arc concerned, I think thut imprison* 
ment should not he provided in those cases. As regards sub-clause id} 
I think justice of the case will lx* meted out if instead of imprisonment 
which ma\ extend to six months or with tine which ma\ extend to three 
hundred and fift\ rupee** ot with both if nnl> a fine of Its. 100 is 
provided for. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V our f m > i ii t is that the tine should he reduced. 
Mr. Sibnath liunerjee’s ense is that if there is a conviction licence 
should be cancelled. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With respect to amendment 
No. 257, it is stated that if there be un imprisonment the period should 
be reduced from 0 months to 2 months. We ore all ugreed that if there 
be any punishment it should lie reduced. If the punishment is in the 
form of imprisonment it should be reduced to two months and if it is 
in the form of fine I think Us. 100 or Rs. 150 will he sufficient to meet 
the justice of the case. 

• 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL* Sir, the object of my motion is that the 
imprisonment and fine should be reduced to one month in the former 
case and Rs. 50 in the latter c^se. Sir, the offences are very simple. 
The offences are mentioned as non-compliance with a notice and making 
false statement with regard to sowing of jute either intentionally or 
unintentionally. Sir, as you very well know, the rural people are 
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liable to make statements which may ^pot be always correct. Again, 
as regards falsely impersonating another, it. may be tliat on£ man may 
send his relative to give certain information. Offences are also 
mentioned as voluntarily 1 obstructing or preventing a Recording officer 
from taking records, n^asurements, etc. These are very simple 
offences for which heavy punishments have been proyided for in the 
Bill. Sometimes officers who go to take measurements and particulars 
manufacture these offences. So, Sir, considering the simple nature 
of these offences which the poor cultivators are liable to commit I have 
moved my amendment that the fine be reduced to Rs. 50 and imprison- 
ment to one month, and I hope that these will serve the purpose. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sii, if my amendment is 
accepted the union committees shall he entitled to make a complaint 
for breach of law. Otherwise no person on the spot will have any 
chance of complaining. If the Hon’hle Minister really intends effective 
regulation, then there must he somebody on the spot to make a com- 
plaint that so and so cultivated jute in au excess area. 

The persons who have been given that power are all people living 
outside the union where offences may be committed, and it is not 
expected that those officers will work there like village chaukidars all 
over the jute growing area to watch and enquire who has violated the 
law. I draw' the Mon ’hie Minister's attention to the wording of sub- 
clause (#), which so provides that if any jute-grower cultivates excess 
land, he will not be easily found out unless somebody on the spot can 
have a right to complain. My amendment is very simple. The whole 
idea 


Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr. Biswas, you are taking more than two 
minutes. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I had said that I would 
not take more than one minute if the Hon’ble Minister accepted my 
amendment. Sir, I advised regulation to be carried through union 
boards wuth the help of representatives of jul e-growers in each union. 

Now, Sir, regulation is being attempted to be made by outside 
officers. In order to have effective regulation, I submit, Sir, somebody 
on the spot must have the powder to make u complaint. That is my 
humble suggestion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; You w’ant to insert that after the words “a person 

Authorised bv the Director of Land Records”? 

* * 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Yes, Sir. The Director of 
Land Reoorda may or may not make a seoond survey or a third survey. 
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Then oome the works “upoi^ complaint by a recording officer or by 
• servant oi the Crown authorised by the Collector under sub-section (*> 
of section ,1 or by a person authorised bv the Director of I.und Records 
under sub-sect kyi (.3) of section 12.” 9 

May 1 ask, Sir, who will complain. if nojother survey is tnadeH 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The words “a servant of the Crown” are there. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Authorised by* 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: No question of authorisation. This clause is 
applicable if a n\ ImxIv obstructs a servant of the Crown in making a 
survey for the purposes of this Act or in the performance of his duties. 
So that serves your purpose You better see that that section is quite, 
complete. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, s ub-rluuse (<J) runs thuA : 
“Without obtaining a licence in the prescribed form or in contravention 
of an\ oi the provisions of a licence, grows jute on any area of Land 
not specified in such licence . ”, etc. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That will do. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: So, Sir, it is not expected, if 
any l>od y is to be punished under sub-clause (d) t that a servant of the 
Crown who ma\ be authorised by the Collector or a person authorised 
by the Director of Land Records will make a tour all over the jute area 
all the time fluring the jute season and make complaints. That is not 
expected. 

So 1 subnet. Sir, that this is a reasonable amendment and Govern- 
ment should accept it so that the regulation uinv be effective. Some- 
body must be on the spot to complain, so that the jute-growers may 
!>e checked. If the Union Commit tee is given the power to complain, 
the jute-grower* will fear that members of the Union Committee will* 
oome to know easily that a particular jute-grower lias <ontm veiled his 
quota and has produced jute on excess area, and lor fear of that the 
jute-grower will not produce jute on excess area. I hope, Sir, that the 
Hon’ble Minister will accept my amendment. 

Bsbu PREMHAR! BARMA: Sir, clause 14 is a penal edause, and 
if anybody contravenes its provisions he will be heavily fined and will 
also be sent to jail. 

With regard to my amendment, I submit th%t the object of my 
amendment is that if anybody grows jute on any area not specified in 
the licence, he should not be punished provided the total area of the 
lead on which he gyowe jute is not tn excess of the total area specified " 
22 * 
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in the licence. It is also a well-known ^ect, Sir/ that jute is not grown 
on a particular area every year. It is cultivated alternately Sn different 
plots. Therefore if anyone be convicted for the simple reason that he 
has cultivated jute in an$ other plot except the plot which 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ifamizuddin, is it your intention that a man 
must cultivate the same land every year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, he must not culti- 
vate a kind not mentioned in the licence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Suppose 1 take a licence tor one plot, I cultivate 
jute on another plot but I do not cultivate in excess of the area of the 
plot mentioned in the licence, what will happen P 

The Hoit’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In every case, Sir, you 
can change the plot in the licence by applying first to the union com- 
mittee and next to the Collector. 

BabuPREMHARI BARMA: Sir, this will cause a great hardship 
to the cultivators if they have to apply to the District Magistrate or 
some other body for a special licence. So I hope the Hon'ble Minister 
will accept my amendment. Otherwise, it will be a great hardship to 
the jute-growers of Bengal, because all of them will not be able to go 
to the District Magistrate or some other officer to grow jute on any 
particular land without a licence 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That will do. 

Babtl PREMHARI BARMA: Sir. with regard to my other amend- 
ments — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Those have already been dealt with. 

The Hon'bld Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, so far as my amend- 
ment No. 252 is concerned, that is only consequential, and I think the 
House will accept it. I oppose all the other amendments. I appreciate 
the object of my honourable friends who have moved those amendments. 
Their intention is to effect some improvement. But I would appeal to 
them that they should not insist on making these hair-breadth dis- 
tinctions which will only complicate matters. I do not say that they 
are altogether unreasonable, but I submit, Sir, that it is not necessary 
to make such fine distinctions. Mr. Biswas says that the Union Jute 
Committee should also be given the power of complaining. That is not 
necessary because members of the union committee will not be inspect- 
ing officers; they will not go to see whether a particular person has 
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actually grown jute or not in tcoordance with the terms of his lioexioe. 
Their simple duty will be Ub allot the plots. Therefore it is unnecessary 
to give the union committee the power of^ making complaint. This 
amendment is giot necessary at all. f 

The amendment of Mr. Premhari Barnsa is important no doubt. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. How will the exoesg produc- 
tion be detected? Who will detect it? 

The Hon’bfte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Officers of the Jute 
Restriction Scheme. I would refer my honourable friend to clause 12 
of the Bill. * 

Now. Sir, I was speaking on the amendment of Mr. Barina „ 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will that be a permanent 

body? — the body which will register the lands for jute cultivation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No. Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Then if the body be not 
permanent who will be there to detect excess production? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: According to licence. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS': But who will detect it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: These difficulties havo 
arisen because I am afraid, my honourable friend has not gone through 
the provisions of the Bill. First of all, licences will be given and 
according to licences sowings will be made and thereupon there will be 
a check. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Every year S' 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, it must be every 
year, otherwise the whole thing will be ineffective. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: For the purpose of punishing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, not for that purpose 
only but also for the purpose of seeing whether the Government orders 
are actually carried out or not. 

It is impossible to think that these orders will be passed and licenses 
will be issued and no check will be made to see actually whether the 
licenses have been acted upon or not. 

However, Sir, J» was speaking on the amendments 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS* With your pernmpon, Sir. 
may I say one word? May I draw the Hoh’ble Minister’s attention 
to clause (J) < 

Mr. SPEAKER: After the Ilon’ble Minister has finished his speech. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ] was speaking, Sir, on 
the amendment of Mr. Premhari Harma. He says that if a particular 
jute grower is found to grow' jute on the same area of land for which 
he was given the licence then lie should not he prosecuted simply 
because he hud changed the plot, but ii mv friends will look to the 
scheme of this measure, it is this that ihe licences w’ill he granted 
not only for the urea concerned hut also for the particular plots eom- 
nrising the area. For, if that is not done, there will he very great 
difficulty in checking the actual sowings and the cost of the checking 
will be tremendously increased. Therefore it is very important that 
the actual plots allotted to the individual growers should he adhered 
to and this will not he difficult Iiccuum*. first ol all, the intending 
growers will he entitled to apply to the union committees for changing 
their plots uml they will get the necessary sanction for these changes 
from tlie union committees. Even if thereattei tlic\ think that they 
cannot sow on the plots mentioned in their licences then they can make 
an application to the (Collector and get further changes effected. This 
provision, Sir, has already been accepted by the House. So the present 
proposal is merely consequential. As these provisions have been 
accepted there must he a penal provision corresponding to those provi- 
sions. Therefore, Sir, 1 think Mr. Hanna's amendment is now rather 
too late. 1 oppose the amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Hiswus, w hat was vour question that you 
wanted to put? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, it is this. The Hon’bie 
Minister said in reply to my question as to whether this checking for 
the purpose of retold and registration of land would he made every 
year, that it would he so. Hut 1 find from clause {•!) that the Pro- 
vincial Government may by notification direct that for the whole of 
Bougal or for such part thereof as may for any special reason or 
purpose he specified in the notification, a record shall he prepared of 
all lands on which jute was grown by any grpwer of jute in such year 
as may be specified iu the notification. That is, therefore, Govern- 
ment may or qjay not direct the preparation of records; record may 
be prepared or may not he prepared. If what the Hon’bie Minister 
now says is correct, then certainly Government will have to prepare a 
record every year and that preparation will be very much costly. So 
I ask Kim, such a record will be had for what purpose? Is it for the 
purpose of only, punishing the peasants? 
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The {notion ot Mr . Asimuddin Ahmed that clause 14(7) be omitted, 
Iras then put and lost. • 

The motion of Mr. Md. A bul Fazl tha^ clause I4(7)(d?) be omitted 
and sub^clauase 1 (e) and (/) be renumbe|ed as (</) and (c), was then 
put and lost. # 

The motion of Babu Premhari Barina that in clause 14(1) ( d ), in 
line 4, after the word “year'’ the words “and which is in excess of the 
total area of land specified in the licence" Ik* inserted, was then put 
and lost. 

• 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Bunerjee that in clause 14(7), Hues 
30-33, for the words bepinninir with “shall" and ending with “both M 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“shall on conviction lie punished with < ancellation of license it* 
issued and stopping ^rant of license which may extend to 
three* consecutive years or fine, which may extend to 
bundled rupees or w r ith both and on non-payment of fine 
rigorous imprisonment which may extend to three months 
and at the time of cancellation of license if there lx* jute on 
his land, the court shall confiscate and take possession of 
the same.", • • 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 14(7), 
lines 30-33, for the words ‘with imprisonment which may extend to 
six months or with fine which may extend to three months or with 
fine which ma\ extend to three hundred and fifty rupees or with 
both," tin* words “with fine which max extend to one hundred 
rupees," he substituted, was then put and losi , 

The motion of Mr. Md. A bul Fu7,l that in clause 14(7), line dl, for 
the words “six months" the words “one month" be substituted, was 
then put and lost. 

• 

The motion ot Balm Premium Burma that in edause 14 (/). line dl, 
for the word “six*' the word “three" Is* substituted was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Burma that in clause 14(7), 
lines 32-33. the words “three hundred and" lie omitted, was then put 
and lost. • 

The motion of Mr. Amritalal Mondal that in clause 14(7), line® 
32-33, for the words “three hundred and fifty” the words “one hundred” 
be substituted, was then put*and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 14(7), 
hues 32-33, for the words “three hundred and fifty* ’ the words “one 
hundred and fifths” be substituted, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas thit in clausp 14(2), 
line 10, after the word and figure “section 12" at the end, the words 
“or by the union jute committee concerned'’ be inserted, was then put 
and lost. ( 

The motion of Mr. Amrita Lai Mondal that in clause 14(«?), lines 
14-16 for the words “imprisonment which may extend to six months 
or with fine which may extend to two hundi^d and fifty rupees or 
with both" the words “fine which may extend to fifty rupees" be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

• 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 14(J), 
hi lines 14-16, for the words “imprisonment which may extend to six 
months, or with fine which may extend to two hundred and fifty 
Ijppees or with both" the words “fine which may extend to one 
hdtldred rupees" be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 14 (3), 
line 14, for the word “six" the word “two" be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 14(J), 
lines 15-16, for the words “two hundred and fifty" the words “one 
hundred" be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in 
clause 14(2), line 5, for the word “Officer" the word “Magistrate" be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 14 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 13. 

Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJI: Sir, I have an amendment No. 310. 
TJhe Hon’ble Minister has withdrawn his amendment No. 303 but my 
amendment No. 310 remains. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will take up your amendment last, if that be 
found to be relevant. 

Amendment Nos. 260-64 under this clause is a negative amendment, 
so it does not arise. •* 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 beg to move that in clause 15, 
line 4, for the word “destroyed" tfee words “forfeited by the 
Government" be substituted. 

T also beg to move that in clause 15, line 5, for the word “deetruo- 
tion" the word “forfeiture" be substituted. 
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Hm Hw’bto Mr. ^AMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose these two 
amendments, because if the crops are forfeited Government will have 
to make elaborate arrangements for storing ^he jute so forfeited. It 
would be Very axpensive and difficult to do^o. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall now put the two motions Nos. 267 and 
269. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL : Sir, this side of the House would 
very much like* to make a few speeches on these two amendments. 
It is a very important matter and we do not like that our friends 
should vote without realising the matter fully We only want 5 
minutes’ time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. hut not more than 5 minutes 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Sir, 1 want to say only a few 
words in regard to these' motions of mine. The provision us it stands 
here is that when any person has been convicted under sub-clause {d) 
of clause 1 of section 14, the court may direct that the jute in respect 
of which the offence was committed shall be destroyed and ina> 
further order that the cost of the destruction shall be recoverable 
from >uch persons as if it were a fine May 1 ask the Hon ’bio 
Minister that by destroying a large quantity of jute all over Bengal 
and particularly belonging to the ignorant peasants who perhaps may 
uot understand the significance in the first year of all the rules and 
regulations, as to what Government will get out of it? But if the 
object of punishing the peasant is to bring him to his senses, is it not 
-fair and just to forfeit all those crops only, so that hr* will come to 
his senses? ft will serve no purpose for him to grow jute on lands 
which have not been sanctioned according to his license. This is a 
simple question which 1 am putting on behalf of the poor and 
uneducated peasants of Bengal. In the very first year they cannot* 
be expected to be acquainted with ull the rules and regulations of 
this Bill. Even if the Government is not willing to continue thin 
clause afterwards, at least in the beginning, for the first year or the 
second year, is it not proper for the Government to teach them a 
lesson by forfeiting their crop and not by destroying them? By 
destroving those crops Government will not get anything whatsoever, 
nor will the peasants get anything. But the jute which is the asset 
of the country will be set fire to and will be destroyed, and even the 
cost of the, match sticks which will be used to burn them and perhaps 
the cost of one or more men who will lie deputed to set fire to this 
crop will be realised from that unhappy poor peasant. If that is the 
procedure of Government with the very inception of this Bill, I do 
not know what good Government will do to the poor peasants. With 
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these few words I would like to draw the attention of Hon'ble 
Minister to this point and I can assure hiih that the Government will 
Jose nothing whatsoever by putting the word “forfeited” or “for- 
feiture” in place of the^ words “destroyed” and ‘^destruction”. I 
have nothin# further to ^dd, Sir, but commend my amendments to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 ddn’t suppose that you will 
permit the Hon 'hie Minister to reply to certain arguments only and 
not to others which you have not heard yet. The position is this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am making it absolutely clear that if to-day 
the Money-Lenders Bill is not finished, there is no chance of that 
Bill being taken up till the end of this month. 

Df. NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL: If \ou will be so pleased and if 
our friends agree we might sit late. The point is simple. In this 
clause, provision has been made only for destroying the crop where 
crop has been produced in contravention of the icgulation proposed 
by Government. We, on this side, feel that., instead of destroying 
Jthe crop, the Government should forfeit the crop and keep it for 
future sale either by the cultivator or by themselves if t Ley like. 
That would he verv helpful. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : M iiy l suggest one thing which will give you 
a little more time to discuss!" What 1 am suggesting is this: let rne 
see whether any othei amendments arc going to be moved. There are 
only four or five clauses remaining which are minor clauses. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Theie in no other important' 
amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I suggest L that amendments to clauses 
% 16, 17, 18, 20 and 21, n;u\ 1 h» moved and discussed together, so that 
you wilt get a little more time. There are only one or two points. 
You can discuss them all together 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There may not be any difficulty 
in regard to other amendments This is the only important amend- 
ment. # 

Sir, we submit that the American policy of destroying cotton, from 
which probably our Minister has got his cue, has not been successful, 
and that policy has been condemned* As a matter of fact, at the 
present moment I cannot conceive of any cultivator of Bengal, be 
he a Hindu or lie he a Muslim, who will permit the valuable produce 
of his soil to be destroyed in his presence. It is agraipst th# principles 
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as mucfL.of the Hinuu religion as of the Muslim religion. It would 
be impossible for Government, without creating serious disturbances 
in the rural areas, to destroy the crop there. Sir, there may be an 
alternative pgoposition, a proposition of ^forfeiture. The argument 
may be advanced that if the crop is there and if the higher production 
is there, the holding over of the crop even by Government might have 
a depressing effect on the price. To that my reply is that in the 
next year's regulation? Government will always take the quantity of 
excess jute held by Government into consideration, and Government 
can accordingly regulate the crop. Further, there is absolutely no 
reason why Government cannot for that particular c ultivator who has 
produced jute in excess regulate something specifically in a more 
drastic manner in view of the tael that in a particular year he has 
produced something in excess. It that cultivator has been guilty 
of excess production this Near, in the following yeai Government may 
withhold liis licence foi any jute ana at all. and the crop of the current 
year may be sealed and kept even in his own account with some 
responsible parly or Go\ eminent and it may be humlcd over to him 
later on, m view ot (lie loss | hat he might sutler in tin* following year 
on account ot the* restriction on h is sanctioned area ot jute under 
cultivation This is a vei y important question of principle. We 
cannot, conceive oi the* economic interests of tlu* country being 
advanced by destroying the- valuable* produce* of the soil. We ask 
Government 1o seriously consider if they would go by tin* exploded 
theory of Ameiica or if they would examine very carefully what would 
be piaetiialdc and what would be ultimately economical and bene- 
ficial to the rural population ot Bengal. I may inform the House 
that probably it will meet our purpose as well as the Hon ble 
Minister’s purpose* if lie accepts a eompiomise formula of having the 
power “either to destroy or to forfeit.” Here you have got the power 
of destruction only. Instead of that, may 1 propose that Government 
should have powei either to destiny or to forfeit as the east* may be. 
In a particular year Government may think it advisable to regulate 
the prices and maintain bettor prices merely by forfeiture. Iu 
another year Government may find it necessary to go to the* length of 
destruction. Why not have ihi* alternative? Government may be 
free to choose a particular procedure in a particular year as the 
circumstances may demand. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 9ARKAR: 8ir, 1 should like to add a few* 
words on behalf of my party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 200 wdrds? 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: 1 shall only take two or threw 
minutes. ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Yes 

Mftulvi ABU H088A I BARKER: On behalf of my party I oppose 
the introduction of a claus^e like clause 115 in a permanent piece of 
legislation, because we consider it to be too drastic. A man may be 
convicted, he may be fined, he may be imprisoned, but he will get 
double punishment if his crop is destroyed and the cost of destruction 
is realised from him in addition. It goes against the general principle 
of the criminal law also. There is a principle, of course, in the Excise 
Law — a department managed by the Hon’ble Mr. Raifrut. Had this 
clause been proposed by that gentleman there could have been a little 
consolation, (because in the Excise Department the yanja crop is 
destroyed and also the man who grows that crop illegally is punished? 
That principle is introduced here. 

There is another thing. 1 differ a little bit from my friend 
Dr. Sanyal. He supports forfeiture. That is a thing which should be 
oonsidered very carefully. Jute is grown in the months of summer, 
and if the crop is forfeited to the Government it will take three or four 
months to keep the crop on t lie land. Now the cultivator will be 
deprived of the opportunity of growing paddy or any other alternative 
crqp on -that plot of land in that particular year. Therefore I submit 
that instead of destroying or forfeiting the crop to the Government, 
the poor man should he given the benefit of the crop and a fine or a 
punishment, whatever it may be, cun he inflicted upon him. He should 
not be punished twice for a simple offence, as these pwir people are 
generally ignorant. It would be very difficult to impose on them the 
idea of punishment — the idea of fine for a long time. Therefore, if he 
is convicted, and his property also confiscated, he will he doubly 
punished. For this reason. Sir, T request the Hon’ble Minister to 
withdraw the clause. 

Mf, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: The points raised on this amend- 
ment are various. The three speakers who have preceded me have 
spoken from three different angles. I find that I am not in agreement 
with any one of them. I feel that this measure which is being 
advocated is a completely anarchist measure. Government used to 
accuse the revolutionaries as anarchists without knowing the scientific 
meaning of the word. Anarchy means this, where there is no plan 
there is anarchy. And here in the absence of a^y plan Government are 
^advocating the destruction of wealth. This is really capitalism digging 
its own grave which we see from the measure advocated by the Hon’ble 
Minister. Otherwise, there is no sen.se in it. You produce jute and 
then destroy it, because you cannot plah beforehand. As has been 
advocated by Dr. Sanyal, you can keep it under seal and you oan use 
it next year, and then next year you can regulate the crop accordingly. 
Them is no harm done to anybody. But I don’t agree wit}i Maulvi Aim 
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Hoeaain S^rkar that tile puuishiuent is double or exoesaive, because if 
you fine a man or if you put him in prison there will be punishment. 
Therefore, I am not attacking this measure on the soore of severity of 
punishment, bi^ on the simple principle tbKt wealth should not be 
destroyed. Wealth is produced by laboiA and the peasants are 
labourers. They feel that the wealth that*is produced should not be 
destroyed. The capitalists and their henchmen may talk glibly about 
destroying wealth. They do not know how things are produoed and, 
therefore, these things are advocated. I am surprised, Sir, that when 
these things wei£ discussed in the lute Enquiry Committee the proposal 
of destruction came always from the other side. Not only the cue 
oame from America but here also the capitalists, like their brethren 
in other parts of the world feel alike and, therefore, they advocate this 
system. I think, Sir. as it is coming from an ex-member of the 
Krisbak Praja Party, it is very significant. Not only has he changed 
his side, not only is his ideology changed, hut he is altogether a 
changed man. If he now wants to show that he retains even ti little 
sympathy for the peasant workers and that he retains even a little of 
his past mentality, then he should withdraw his measure and should 
not support destruction of crops. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAM IZU ODIN KHAN: Sir. Mr. Sibuath 

Banerjee sees no sense in this clause at all But did he say all these 
things when he acted as a member of the Select Committee? Not a 
word is to be found against this provision in his note of dissent to the 
Select Committee's report 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is the flon’ble Minister forgetting 
the discussion there? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, nobody should refer to the 
proceedings of the Select Committee, neither the Hon’ble Minister nor 
the honourable member. 

Mr. BREAKER. Ye«, 1 hope, the delate should he confined to tnia 
clause only. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My honourable friends 
wbo have opposed this provision have failed to notice that it will be 
altogether discretionary to the Court to pass such orders or not. The 
word used is “may” and not ‘shall”. Therefore, the Court that will 
award sentence may not at all think of ordering destruction of the jute 
that may be on the land. Bub I would submit that those who are in 
favour of forfeiture in place of destruction, in the interests of the jute- 
glowers, will be doing a positive disservice to the jute-growers because 
these illegal sowings, in all probability, will be detected early whit* 
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the jute plants are very young. If at that stag*, destruction is ordered 
and the field is ploughed up, the poor cultivator will be in a position 
to sow paddy or some other crop on the land, whereas if there i t 
forfeiture, the cultivator will be an all-round loser because Government 
will have to allow the jute to grow up in spite of the fact that it hai 
been found by a Court that the jute has been illegally sown and theu 
taken possession of. This position is altogether illogical and apomalouc 
and 1 see no reason to support such a proposal. So I oppose thi« 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Chose that in clause 15, line 4 , 
for the word “destroyed” the words “forfeited by the Government” 
be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause 15, line 5, foi 
the word “destruction” the word “forfeiture” be substituted, was then 
put and lost. 

The question that, clause 15 stand part of t he Bill was then put and 
a division taken with the following result : - 
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&M#al Alia, MawlMB Mi. 

AMal Nail, Mr. Mirta. 

AMal Naffii, Mr. Mia. 

A Mai Hakim, Maalvi. 

AMal Hakim Vlkrampurl, Mauivi Mi. 

AHtl HamM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Hamli Ikak, Maulvi. 

AMal Jabbar, Maalvi. 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. (alias Lai Mtah). 

AMal Wahak Khan, Mr. 

AMall»-ai Mahmati, Mr. 

AMar Rakmaa, Khan Bahaiar A. F. M. 

AMar Bakmaa iMiigl, Mr. 

AMar Rathaai, Maalvi Mi. 

AMar Baaf, Khaa lakih Maalvi I. 

AMar Bauak, Maalvi. 

A Mai t It ahead, Maalvi Mi. 
oAkliar Bata Qbawihary, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 
AMt Haiain Ahmai, Mr. 

AMI Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

Acharyya Ohaaikary, Maharaja lathi Kaata, tf 
Maktagatba, Mymantiagb. 

Altak AM, Mr. 

Ahmai AM Knayalpart, Kbaa Bahaiar Maaiaaa. 
AhaHi AM Mrtiha, Maalvi. 

Ahmai Naaaia, Mr. 

ABanHMla Ahaiai, Kbaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
AartaaHah, Kbaa lakih Maalvi. 

A»arara) Axiai, Khaa Bahaiar Mi. 

AabntaM, Mr. M. 

AalM H iiia i a Khaa, Maalvi. 

Athar AM, Maalvi. 

■M r aMa Jh. Mr. Myai. 

Baaa, Mr. MMn Rath. 


Dm, Ral lakih Kirtt Bkntan. 

Cikar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Baza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farkut Bano Kkanam, Bagcm. 

Ftilttl Hug, tht Hon'bli Mr. A. K. 

FatiNl Qwadir, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fatlar Rahman, Mr, (Mymantingh). 

Milam Sarwar Hoiaiai, Mr. Ihah lyai. 

Momti, Mr. I. A. 

QriMthi, Mr. 0. 

Myaaviiin Ahmai Choadhary, Alhaij. 

Hahihallah, tha Haa'bta Na».ab Bahaiar K- at 
Dacca. 

Naitaiiia Obaaihari, Maalvi. 

Hamtiaidtn Ahaiai, Khaa lahih. 

Natiaa Marthai, Mm. M.B.C. 

Natamaily Jamadar, Kbaa Sahib Maalvi. 

Htywaai, Mr. Bagam. 
lirh Ahmai Mia, Maalvi. 

JalMaMHi Ahaiai, Kbaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Ktbiraiiht Kbaa, Kbaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Ktaaaiy, Mr. 1. S. 

KhaMaa, Mr. Dahl Fraaai. 

MaQragar, Mr. M. B. 

M afi aiiia Mhaatfh ary, Maalvi. 

M again, »<•. L. T. 

Mahtah, Maharajfcamar, Hiay Ohaai. 

Maa ial, Mr. Blral Mhaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagal Mha aira. 

MarlaitB. Mr. F. A 

Macai AM Kbaa B aaai, Maalvi. 

Mah a m m i i AA. Khaa Bahaiar. 


Mvh«fi§» Mr Maaty, Bam. 
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MMkMMi Ikffcto, Maalvi. 

Makwawak likiiu, ImW. 

MaNwawai land, Maatvi. 

MrtwiMr 1 m»n, Klta Bakakar Or. fyak. 
Makaamak MfUaaa, Mu taklk Maatvi. 
MaHtek, tka Haa'Wa ir.««iaali Biliary. 
Maakarrafl Hawaii, tka Haa’kla Naan, Khaa 
Bakakar. 

Haaky, tka Haa'kla Makaraja frtaekaakra, of 
dawiaikazar. 

NasiiaakkJa, tka Han'Mi Kkvaja fir. K.C.l.E. 
Hkftat, Ida Haa'kla Mr. Praam Oak* 

•aJIkakkiH Tarafkar, Maalvi. 

Bazaar Bakaaaa, Kkaa, Mr. 

Hay, tka Haa'kla fir BljJV P'ual f iagk. 

Hay, Mr. Patlraai. 
fakaka Alaaa, Mr. lyU. 

•afaraMla Akauk. Mr. 

•aftrakkia Akatak, Nall. 


f mm, Mr. t. A. 

faaaatiak, AI-HaJ Maalaaa Hr. 

farkar, Baka Mafkatafaa. 

taa, Hal Bakakar Jafaak Okaakra. 

f kakakakkft, Mr. Kkwaja, C.B.I. 

tkaataHH Akaiak Kkaafkar, Mr. 

fkaaaaal Naka, Maalaaa. 

flrkar, ilka Utta Maaka. 

taittk, Mr. N. Brakaat. 

ft ark, Mr. A. F. 

ttavaaa, Mr. 4 , W. H. 

fakrawtrky, tka Haa'kla Mr. N. f. 

Taaiizaffla Kkaa, tka Haa'kla Mr. 

Tafal Akauk Chaafkary, Maalvi Hall. 

Walkar, Mr. J. K. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. H. 

Wkttakaak, Mr. K. B. 

Warkiwartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Zakvr Akaiak Ckaakkary, Maatvi. 


NOES — 67. 


AMal Wakak, Maalvi. 

Aka HaataJa farkar, Maalvi. 

Akal Fail, Mr. Ml. 

Aaiaaaiain Akmak, Mr. 

Baaarji, Mr. P. 

Baaar|l, Mr. fatya Prlya. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. fifcnatk. 

Baaarjaa, Dr. furaah Okaakra. 
Barau. Baka Praaikah. 

Baraiaa, Baka fkyaata Prasak. 
Baraaaa, Baka Uyaakra Natk. 
Baaa, Mr. faataak Kaaiar. 
Bkaarailk, Or. Qakiaka Okaakra. 
Ilian, Baka Lakakml Narayaa. 
Bkwat, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Blnrat, Mr. taraakra Natk. 
Okattapakkyay, Mr. Haripaka. 
Okaakkari, RaJ Haraakra Natk. 
Haa, Baka Makiai Okaakra. 

Daa Hapta, Baka Kkagaaira Natk. 
Datta. Mr. OklraakSi Natk. 

Oalai, Mr. Haraakra Natk. 

Datta Bagla, Mia Mira. 

Haagaly, Mr. Pralal Okaakra. 
Hkaaa, Mr. Atal Krtekaa. 
HaaaraaH, Mr. Talal Okaakra. 
Hapta, Mr. ktgwfc Okaakra. 

Haaaa AN Okaarkkary, Mr. fyak. 
kaaafc AN Majaaikar, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 107 and the 


Kkaa. Mr. Oakaakra tall 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. Nlakltka Natk. 

Haiti, Mr. Nlkaaja Bakari. 

Maitra, Mr. fwraakra Makaa. 

Mail, Mr. Aka alt a Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mr*. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr. I* war Okaakra. 

Mankal, Mr. AairHa Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. Kriikaa Pratak. 

MaainuiaiaaB lilaiaakMi, Maalaaa Mk. 
Maakal Ha* ala, Mr. 

Makkarjl, Or. ffcarat Okaakra. 

MalNak, frtjat Aikatwk. 

Naakar, Mr. Haai Okaakra. 

Naaakar All, Mr. fyak. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. KHkari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Mamaiatka Natk. 
taayal, Or. NaJiaakaka. 
faayM, Mr. f aaaaka fakkar. 
farkar, Mr. Haifa! Raajaa. 
faa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
fkakakaU, Mr. 

flaka, frijat Maalakra Bkataa. 
far, Mr. Haraakra Kaaiar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 

WaUar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 

Noes 57, the motion wan carried. 


Mr. dOCESH CHANpRA GUPTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, theoe thing* 
are being done very hurriedly. We expected that the remaining busi- 
ness would be taken up after the prayer interval. 

Mr, SPEAKER: But the prayer interval is at 6-10. 

Mr. dOCESH CM AMOR A GUPTA: At any rate there wm *© 
ringing ef. the t>eU so that we could come into the House 
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Mr, IFE AKER: Why should a ring be necessary? As a matter 
of fact as I found you absent in the House the bel) was rung 30 that 
you can all come. In anjy case I am not taking up the third reading 
now. 


Clause 16. 

The question that clause 16 stand part of the Hill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 17. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 

in clause 17, line 7, for the word “Officer” the word “Magistrate” be 
substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 17 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 18. 

* The question that clause 18 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Clause 19. 

The question that clause 19 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Clause 20. 

The question that clause 20 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause 21. 

Mr. C. MORGAN; Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 21(1), line 1, 
after the word “may” the words “subject to the condition of previous 
publication” be inserted. 

* 

The Hoc’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 21 (£)(*)* Jiu© 2, the words “or election” be omitted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in paragraph (A) of sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
eia«l* 21, after the figure “5” the words “and of examining and 
reaping any correction made under that section” ba inserted. 
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$ir } I beg further |o move that in clause 21 (2) in paragraph (kkkk) 
after the figure and letter “6B” the words “and the powers of the 
Advisory Board to compel attendance of witnesses and production of 
documents” b^ inserted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 21 (2) in paragraph (n) the 
words “and the fee payable for” be omitted. 

* • • 

Sir, I beg further to move that in clause 21 (2) in paragraph (<y), 
for the word iTollector" the words “Subdivisions] Magistrate” be 
substituted, and after the figures ‘12" the words “ami the form of 
such report" be inserted. 

The amendment of Mr. G. Morgan that in clause 21(2), line 1, after 
the word “may" the words “subject to the condition of previous pub- 
lication" be inserted was then put and lost. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in clause 
21 (2)(/j, line 2, the words “or election" be omitted was then put and 
agreed to. 

The amendment ol the Ilon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in 
paragraph (/<) of sub-clause {2) of clause 21, after the figure “5” tfye 
words "and of examining and revising any correction made under that 
section" he inserted was then put and agreed to. 

The amendment of the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in clause 
21 (2) in paragraph {kkkk) after the figure and letter “611“ the words 
“and the powers of the Advisory Board to compel attendance of witnesses 
and production of documents" In* inserted was then put and agreed 
to. 

The amendment ot the Hon’ble Mr, Tamizuddin Khan that in 
clause 21(2) in paragraph (n) the words “and the fee payable for” be 
omitted w r as then put and agreed to. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that in 
clause 21(2) in paragraph ( q ), for the word "Collector" the words 
“Subdivisionul Magistrate" be substituted, and after the figures “12” 
the words "and the form of such report" be inserted was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that clause 21, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and* agreed to. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, you assured me that I would 
get an opportunity to speak. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: In connection with which amendment do yon 
want to apeak ? # . * 
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Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: On amendmue^t No. 310, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So fur an that is concerned, the , difficulty in 
that if Government had J.uck to their point then by some way or 
other you could ha\e got an opportunity. But you put it in after 
cdause 5 was carried. Therefore it does not arise. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Ma> I submit, Sir, that it is an 
altogether new mutter? I bis only suggests that for 1940 new records 
should l>e taken. That is what I have suggested. 0£, course it can 
be done under the rules, but we are apprehensive that several lakhs 
of rujiees may l>e lost in that wav . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid 1 cannot accept that. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: It is a new matter altogether, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: After clause o has been carried, it cannot be 
pressed'. I am sorry it cannot la* taken at this stage. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: We were assured, Sir, that it 
w'ould be taken up later on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but after taking it up 1 find that it is out 
of order. 

Before I put the Bill for the third reading there is one other 
matter. The House will remember that a certain amendment has to 
be carried. Clause 2A will have to be incorporated in the Bill as sub- 
clause (3a). 

The question that clause 2 A be incorporated in clause 2 of the Bill 
as sub-clause was then put and agreed to. 

Preamble, 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The third reading will be takeu up immediately 
after the prayer adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(A f tear adjournment.) 

The Hoit’ble Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939, aa settled in the Assembly, be 
passed. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: f think some members from the Congress Side 
will desire to speak on this motion. Will you tell me, Mr. Gupta, 
how many members will speak from your side P 

Mr. JOCE8A CHANDRA CUPTA: Onfr two, Sir. 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER I Would it not be convenient if I allot 8 minutes 
only to each speaker? . 

Meulvi ABU H08SAIN BARKER. Ten minutes would be very 
welcome, Sir. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Sir, 1 opposed the Bill from 
the very beginning as we considered that piecemeal legislation about 
jute will not be beneficial to the country. We could not succeed, for 
Government followed Sir Samuel Hon re and went on "with their cara- 
van. In one respec t, however, 1 must thunk my stars that we could 
convert the whole House to the opposition point of view. When the 
Jute Regulation Bill was first introduced in the Assembly, I moved 
for its c irculation mainly on the ground that the regulation would tye 
based on inaccurate statistics and during the war time it would be 
harmful to the cause of the agriculturists. At that time some of my 
well-intentioned friends advised me not to move the amendment as 
they feared that I would be misunderstood in the country. However 
in the long run 1 was supported by economists like l)r. Sanyal and 
jute experts like Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas and labour members like 
Mr. Sibnath Banerji, but I was defeated. At the second time also I 
moved for recommittal of the Bill on the same ground. There also I 
met with th£ same result. But at the time of considering the Bill 
the whole House including the European Group opposed the regula- 
tion and the clause dealing with regulation in 1940 was accordingly 
dropped. On another point too, I must say that we succeeded in* 
pressing our viewpoint, to success. Government tried to tax the 
agriculturists in an indirect way by levying a license fee. Our Oppo- 
sition amendments were ultimately accepted under pressure and we 
thank the Government for that. 

As I was submitting the other day, nowhere has Government shown 
so much indecision as when dealing with the problem of jute. We 
submitted a comprehensive Bill but that was overthrown without any 
thought over it, but then that very Government under pressure of 
circumstances had to deal witfy the problem by means of Ordinances. 
Then, again, they brought the present Bill last session and withdrew 
it, and have again brought it now and are going to pass it in a 
mutilated form. In this form also, I think the sting is there. Under 
28 
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fection 7 they can regulate the crop at any timfl, but I, with all' the 
strength that I can command, warn the Government not to do so 
without considering and' handling other problems, namely, the fixation 
of a minimum price of jtjte and making an arrangement "for ware- 
housing and establishing central sale organisation and making 
provision for other things recommended by the Juje Enquiry Com- 
mittee. That by mere regulation and restriction of jute its price 
cannot be forced up is our considered opiniofi and that is supported 
also by the opinion of the Jute Enquiry Committee which has recently 
submitted its Report. In that Report, at pages 71 and 72 , it is found 
“That the value of jute being practically the barometer of our national 
wealth we feel that Government owe it a duty to the poor cultivators 
as well as to the entire nation to obtain the best , value for jute. But 
in our opinion Government cannot obtain the same unless the prices 
of raw jute are controlled by them. The reasons for our opinion are 
given below : — 


(1) The Indian Jute Mills Association who have been controlling 
the policy of pricing the jute do not look to the interests of the jute 
growers. We do not accuse them for that, because they are business- 
men and as such they must look to their own interests. 

(2) Since the beginning of general economic depression, there had 
been many years while the production of jute crop did not exceed the 
effective demand for it, but the prices of the fibre have been so 
depressed that the jute growers could not obtain in many cases even 
the cost 8 of cultivation w’hile the mills made huge profits. 

(3) Even in the year 1938 when the supply was cut by the floods 
far short of the demand, the prices of jute w r ere kept depressed during 
the period while the crop was passing out of the hands of-the growers. 

(4) For a long period during the years of 1937 and 1938, the prices 
of jute goods and with them the prices of raw* jute were kept unduly 
depressed by the Calcutta mills. They might have reasons for over- 
production, competition and the like as their explanation, but the fact 
was that they could sell their products at higher priceR.” 

I need not quote any more. 

Then, again, Sir, there are other dangers too. If we restrict the 
production of jute iu this war time, then ifrmay create a monopoly 
for the Calcutta Jute Mill owners. The Calcutta Jute Mill ownert 
have their maximum capacity of production I think up to 60 lakhs of 
bales and if by careful manipulation apd by adding a few mills they 
can increase that power a little and restriction is also enforced they 
may become monopoly buyers or manufacturers of this national pro- 
duction of ours. 



l9|Sf) ^ GOVERNMENT BILLS* 

'Though Governmlnt was pledge-bound by their programme ol 
w«rk to raise the price, •they have practically done nothing up to 
date; The Government have by their convict disturbed the markets 
so much ^o th%t, had not war broken out tge whole thing would have 
been otherwise than is as at present. Thcyigh the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy expressed some views on this matter in his budget state- 
ment, I think, they are not quite correct. The Hon'ble Minister 
said: “Government can with some degree of pardonable pride claim 
to have material]}' assisted the agriculturists in obtaining an adequate 
price for their • jute. The steps taken to stem the decline in jute 
prices when the new crop came on to the market were effective and 
the advice given by Government to the jute-growers not to be stamped- 
ed by rumours and by market manipulations has borne beneficial 
results”. These few lines remind me of a Bengali proverb: 

ItWn”, the jute price was forced up due 
to the outbreak of the war and if to anybody any credit is to be given 
I think it is to Herr Hitler, and not to the present Government. 
Therefore they have very little to be proud of. The next thing I 
press before the Government is that instead of undertaking such piece- 
meal legislative work they should bring in a comprehensive amend- 
ment of the present Bill even if it is passed into law, in the nerft 
session, on the lines of the recommendations made by the recent Jute 
Enquiry Committee. Otherwise this Bill will serve the purpose of 
party propaganda only and will not do any benefit to the agriculturists. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
address the House under a deep sense of disappointment. The Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce has held the view from 1934, that unless and 
until the cultivation of jute was restricted in proportion to the woMd 
demand of tins commodity and the machinery which governs its trade 
and manufacture were watched carefully and emit rolled scientifically 
to check the violent and periodical fluctuations in iU prices and the 
many ups and downs to which it has grown accustomed, the cultivator 
would not get the economic return to which he is entitled. It was only 
the other day, when speaking in the general discussion on the Finan- 
cial Statement, that I had given expression to our feelings of gratitude 
and gratification at the fact that we of the Muslim Chamber of Com- 
merce had been instrumental in inducing the Government to enunciate 
a clear and definite po^cy in regard to jute, its cultivation and 
manufacture and above all its marketing. I am surprised at the 
decision taken by the Government to withdraw the Ordinance and 
mutilate the Bill under discussion so terribly as almost to nullify its 
own policy initiated so far back as 1932. The reasons given for this 
sliding down, for this going back on its own declaration*, do not appear 
to be satisfactory. To suggest, as the Hon*ble Member for the Munici- 
palities of the presidency Division insinuated in his speech, that the 
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attitude taken up by the Muslim Chamber of ConAneree was due to the 
fact that certain members of that Chamber* had sold heavily in the 
market, is unworthy of* the Hon'ble Member. His remarks are quite 
the reverse of actual facts pmd I am prepared to asser£, with all the 
emphasis I can command, tjiat his statement has no foundation what- 
soever. The recent fluctuations of the market have in no way altered 
the views held by my Chamber. We have expressed them publicly 
and placed them before the Government, orally* and in writing through 
more than one deputation. Admitting, Sir, that the record of the 
acreage under Jute cultivation for 1939, is incorrect and imperfect, I 
still hold that it is not a sufficient reason to torpedoe the Bill. With the 
best of precautions we shall never he able to produce perfect records. 
If the acreages and the esiimates of crops published by the Government 
for years past, have been good enough for the trade, I see no reason why 
perfection should be insisted upon in the matter of restriction of culti- 
vation. The figures collected by Government for 19*39, should have 
formed a reasonable basis to start work. Discrepancies could have 
been removed as work progressed. In my opinion indecision, perhaps 
want of a clear decision, allowed valuable time to be lost. It is this 
which to my mind, is mainly responsible for the fiasco we see to-day. 
Lyer since August last, when the nriee of jute came down very low and 
the Government decided to intervene by promulgating an Ordinance 
fixing minimum prices for dealings in the jute and hessian futures 
markets, they were definitely committed, both by implication and by 
express statements of theirs, to the principle of regulation of produc- 
tion. They could not have been unaware of the fact that the compiling 
of a complete record to serve as a guide for regulation would require 
some time. They also could not have been unaware of the fact that any 
attempt at fixing minimum prices unaccompanied by an attempt at 
regulation of production was meaningless. In spite \)f this, possibly 
because of it, after the issuing of the Minimum Price of Jute Ordinance, 
which led to a considerable rise in the price of the commodity, they 
gdopted an attitude of self-complacency and did not take the steps 
which they ought to have taken. For a few months, indecision marked 
their actions. It was only in January this year that they came to the 
conclusion that they had to control the production of jute for the next 
season. The only logical sequence to their attempt to fix a minimum 
price should have been to set up, immediately, the requisite machinery 
for compiling a record of jute lands. 

However, it is no use crying over spilt milk. The question to be 
considered now.is, what will be the fate of the jute cultivator so far as 
the 1940 crop is concerned ? There being no regulation of production, 
will the cultivators be left to the merciless play of the laws of supply 
^ and demand and to the tender mercies of the powerfully organised jute- 
consuming interests? The Government cannot be unaware of the fact 
tKat, so far as the poor cultivators of jute are concerned, the laws of 
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supply and demand fcave only one meaning for them. That is that) 
as soon as the crop is ready, no matter what the demand for the whole 
year will be,, they are pressed by circumstances to rush a major portion 
of their produge to the market to be purebred by consumers or middle* 
men at whatever prices the latter are pleased to dictate. If anybody 
has any doubts on this question, I will refer him to what happened to 
the 1938-39 crop. This crop was seriously damaged by floods; and the 
most liberal estimates ^placed it at considerably below the estimated 
consumption. The entire crop was marketed practically at a price of 
between Rs. 3£ and Its. 40 per bale in Calcutta. It was only after the 
whole crop had been marketed and a scarcity of ready jute was felt, 
that prices rose to Rs. GO. Even as regards the 1939 crop, in spite 
of the fact that the 1939-40 season began with stocks in the hands of 
consumers at the lowest possible figure* the price of jute w'us forced 
down to about Rs. 35 per hale even before the crop was ready, and 
there is no doubt that the prices would have been brought down still 
lower but for the timely intervention of the Government. The fact 
that there was a sharp rise in the price of jute immediately after the 
declaration of war, and the fact that this rise followed the promulgation 
of the Ordinance fixing minimum prices in the futures markets, seem 
to have created a false sense of securitx in the minds of many, people. 
The Government of Bengal desert the thanks of the jute-growing 
community for the bold steps they took in August last. But if they or 
anybody else is under the impression that it was due to the issuing of 
the Ordinance that the cultivators were able to sell their jute at good 
prices, I can assure them that they are sadly mistaken. The action of 
the Government of Bengal checked, only temporarily, the declining 
tendency; and, as at the time of the promulgation of the Ordinance the 
market was in an oversold position, a slightly steadier tendency wa* 
imparted tceit. I am quite sure that if shortly thereafter the European 
war had not broken out, a greater strain would have been imposed on 
the Ordinance, under the pressure of imports from the mofussil, The 
Government then, would have been called upon to take other measure 
to enforce the Ordinance. 

The question of price structure or the machinery of price fluctuations 
is a very complicated one. It is difficult for those who are not highly 
conversant with both the theoretical and the practical side of business, 
to comprehend the various factors that can be said to be responsible for 
any variation in price I^rels at a given time. The mere declaration of 
war would not have caused the sharp rise that took place in the last 
quarter of 1939. It was a combination of circumstances that com- 
pletely reversed the normal pycedure of jute marketing. It is a well* 
known fact that, in the first few months of the season, that is, generally 
from September to December, the imports of jute from the mofussil are 
the heaviest; and that, during the course of four months or so, that is 
to say, August to 'December, the motivators generally dispose^of about 
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thref -fourth* of their production. Whereas, normally, in the first half 
of the season, the cultivators have to sell a major portion of their pro- 
duction, the normal procedure in the 1939-40 season Jwas reversed 
inasmuch as the consume!^ were in a greater hurry buy than the 
producers were to sell. 

All those who are in the jute trade will fbe alble to tell you that, 
immediately after the war, a great demand for jute goods sprang up 
from several sources. Due to the depreciation of sterling and due to 
the low prices ruling for hessian, the American consumers came out 
to fbuy hessian. A very large quantity, estimated at about fifty erores 
of yards was reported to have been purchased 'by American users of 
hessian within the short space of two to three months. Simultaneously, 
the British Government placed large orders for sand bags. Along with 
these, soon after the war, there was a general speculative madness. 
Under the mistaken belief that war meant an era of ever-increasing 
prices, all and sundry rushed into the market to buy whatever they 
could lay their hands upon. Fortunately for the jute cultivators, the 
demand, from these three sources, was simultaneous and not spread over 
a long period. The result was that, within the first three months of 
the declaration of war, due to the ‘continued and concentrated demand 
for jute goods, the jute mills made sales of their entire output for the 
next few months. The mills could not make sales of jute goods for 
forward deliveries without oorresjMmding purchases of raw jute. The 
result was that, instead of the cultivators being anxious to dispose of 
their jute, as I have just stated, it was the buyers who rushed into the 
market to get whatever jute they could. Tt is certain that they would 
not have beeu forced to do so had the demand from various sources been 
spread over a longer j>eriod and followed one after the other. In spite 
of this, the jute mills tried to check the rise by concerted action. But 
as the Chairman of the Jute Mills Association has said in. his speech, 
so great was the eagerness to buy that the Gentlemen’s Agreement, that 
they entered into, could not be maintained. It was only due to these 
abnormal causes beyond the control of buyers, that the cultivators were 
fucky enough to get what they have got. 

Many people who are not acquainted with trade seem to be under 
the impression that, so long as the war lasts, high prices for jute will 
prevail. I can assure them that this impression is entirely wrong. 
When people look into the figures for sand bag orders, they are 
staggered by their number. But it should not be forgotten that, iu 
spite of these seemingly large orders, the tota^ consumption of jute iu 
1939-40 will be about 10 million bales which is not abnormal. Hitler 
alone is not responsible for existing conditions. If we have sold some 
war bags, we have, at the same time* lost some markets, such a* 
Germany and Bussia while the demand from neutrals has also decreased. 

£a my opinion, the total consumption of jute for the 194041 season 
cannot much exceed the normal world demand of ten million bales. 
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Thi Indian jute mill* at present are working at the rate of sixty hours 
per week. But, in spite erf large buying bv America and the large sand 
bag orders, it seems certain that the total production of Indian mills 
is in excess of # the world demand. There i/already a talk of the mills 
(being forced to reduce their production. The British Government have 
extended the delivery time of the last o/der for sand bags. It will, 
therefore, not be reasonable to estimate the requirements of the Indian 
jute mills at a figure Ifigher than what it will be in the present year. 
Their consumption for the current season is expected to be about 72 
lakhs of bales provided they continue to work at the rate of sixty hours 
per week. The export of jute is estimated to be about 25 to 28 lakhs 
of bales. 

As regards production of jute, it is generally believed that due to 
the high prices realised this year, sowings will be extraordinarily large. 
It may l>e pointed out that, in the past, high prices in a season have 
been always followed by large crops. The 1925-20 season, during which 
the prices of jute rose up to Us. 140 per bale, was followed bv the huge 
production of about 100 lakhs of bales. I will not l>e surprised if the 
sowings this year are equal to those of 1920-27. If so, what will lie the 
fate of jute h* What is there to prevent it from touching the low level 
touched in August last or even lower!* 

• 

No one has the right to expect the mills to oblige the cultivators by 
buying at high prices the huge surplus that is likely to be there. No 
one. be he European or Indian, Hindu or Muslim, can run his business 
on philanthropic lines. If he does so, he will be quickly forced out of 
it. It should be the policy of the Government to see that every section 
of the ]>eople of Bengal, which has anything to do with jute, the culti- 
vator, the middleman, the manufacturer and the buyers here and in 
foreign lands, gets a fair and square deal. A balancing between the 
supply and "the demand should Ha* the aim of such a policy. The 
millowners should not be allowed to replenish stocks for their require- 
ments beyond, say, six months and the cultivators should, so far as 
possible, not grow more than what the world wants. 

I can prophesy, Sir, that Hon’ble Members who have forced the 
hands of the Government and torpedoed the scheme of the Bill, have 
done the cultivator a great injury. If advantage is not taken of the 
golden opportunity urhich has presented itself to us in 1939, we shall 
not be able to carry out any scheme for the amelioration of the culti- 
vator, for a number of y^prs to come. We may not have to wait long for 
the catastrophe. I do hope the so-called champions of the cultivators 
to-day will not rush back to the Government in August and appeal to 
it for fixing the price in a hurry, to issue ordinances, to go to Bihar 
and Assam, and to do this, tbit and the other. They will try to move 
heaven and earth when they find that prices have gone down to Rs, 36 
or even Rs. 30. I am, as I began. Sir. terribly disappointed at the 

weakness ahowp by the Government. (Here the member reached his 

* • • 
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time-limit and was allowed to finish the sentenfe.) The Government 
should have gone forward with the policy initiated in 1933. At first 
it was voluntary restriction; a Commissioner was appointed and large 
sums were spent for sev^al years on propaganda. # Records were 
prepared and restriction up to 5 annas in the rupee was actually sug- 
gested. These records, going over a number of years, may not have 
been perfect. No human work or institution can attain perfection. A 
(beginning should have (been made even with iift perfect records. Better 
late than never is the only consolation I can look forward to unless the 
elements come to our assistance. I hope we shall not*have to face a 
crisis in August, 1940. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, we from 
the Congress Benches have been urging for the enactment of measures 
which will ameliorate the condition of the jute growers. Everybody 
is aware of that and, Mr. Speaker, may I refer to the attempt made by 
Desha ban dhu Chittnranjan Das to organise a company with a capital 
of Es. 10 crores in order to finance the poor jute growers who for want 
of their financial strength cannot hold on and are compelled to dispose 
of jute at the cheapest market. 

Sir,, we have been pressing for steps to be taken so that in the 
interest of the jute growers and in the interest of this province we may 
utilise this monopoly crop of jute. But our demands have gone in vain 
till at last we have now before us a measure — the first measure — for the 
regulation of jute production. This Bill will regulate the supply and 
adjust it to the demands. So long we know Government have spent a 
large sum of money in publishing forecasts of jute production, 
preliminary and final, which has only benefited the consumers w T ho, 
through Government agency have been able to gather beforehand what 
the supply is going to be. But it has been always a maUer of regret 
that the poor jute growers have never been acquainted as to the actual 
amount of demand that there may be of their goods. They have never 
been instructed as to when they should hold on and how they should 
try to get the proper price. In this Bill a beginning will be made for 
the purpose of regulating the production. The Advisory Committee, 
if it properly functions in the interest of jute growers, will also collect 
materials for acquainting the jute growers with the likely demand. 
But I have to state before this House that this registration which was 
made during the last year has been unsatisfactory and the Government 
should realise from the different groups in this House that the hurried 
registration has not been a satisfactory thing. I think the cheaper, 
more economic and better course would have been to obtain figures 
through the union boards where growers and cultivators should have 
ffitin a record of areas grown with jute and then that should have been 
decked. Instead of that, at an enormously heavy cost, men who were 
strangers to the locality had to go and make a hurried record which 
was full of mistakes and at tim^ those records were influenced by 
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many other considerations than regard for truth. At any rate, now 
that the Government has given up for 1940 the restriction in aooordaaow 
with that reoord, the defects will not work against the interest of the- 
jute growers; J>ut then, Sir, I find that Hon’ble Minister has not 
been able to accept the amendment moved regarding the destruction of 
crops. I should have thought particularfy this year and during the 
time the war will oontinue that there would not be any difficulty on the 
score of over-growing t»f jute; and if the alternative suggestion that 
was given from this side of the House regarding destruction or forfeiture 
had been accepted, the Government would have been able to benefit 
not only the jute growers but also the consumers at least during the 
time when the war would continue. 

Sir, this is a piecemeal measure, as has already been pointed out, 
and unless this is accompanied by some measure to ensure regulated 
markets for warehousing and financing, the object of the Bill will be 
defeated. I, therefore, urge upon the Government that, they should 
try and bring forward the connected measures which are necessary to- 
make this Bill a successful measure. 

The Government will have to negotiate with the neighbouring 
province where jute is grown in order to see that 25 per cent, of the 
production of the other province does not in any way hamper the- 
interest of thiy province. 

I would in conclusion appeal to the jute mill owners also. Let 
them not think that we are always against the interest of the jute mill 
owners and those who advocate their interest. After all if there is- 
any feeling against the jute mill owners it is on account of the unequal 
distribution of wealth in the past in this industry. Tf they were f*>n- 
siderate enough to distribute by way of wages as much as their profit 
would justify, they would not have found this kind of opposition. 
Government should have taken full opportunity of utilising this mono- 
poly crop both in the interest of the development of mill industry a» 
also in the interest of the amelioration of the hard lot of the culti- 
vators (Here the member reached his time-limit and was allowed 

one minute. ) 

There is only another matter to which I would draw the pointed 
attention of the House. We all heard very bad rumours of the 
speculative transactions that have taken place — and I do not want 
specifically to refer the name of anybody or to make any insinuation, 
but I am sure the Treasury Benches cannot be absolved from the # 
responsibility of making the market uncertain to the detriment both 
of the oonsumers and the growers of jute. I hope in future there will 
be no cause for complaint on # that score. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on Friday 
last when I spoke something on amendment Nos. 180-186, a rai sunder- 
standing *w>st. ‘Some members opposite me pointed out that I waa 
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not in favour of the deletion of the imposition of licenoe.fee. The 
House will remember that in the note of dissent that I appended to the 
Select Committee Report I made it perfectly clear that J was against 
the imposition of licence l^e and the reason that I gave was* that this 
Government recover 2 crores 30 lakhs of rupees in the form of export 
duty and also some 13 lakhs of rupees is realised as jute cess and it 
goes to the pocket of the Improvement Trust. On these two particular 
grounds I opposed the licence fee. Because <the motion was .already 
moved by my friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta I had no occasion to 
move my own motion though I urged for moving t that particular 
motion repeatedly. The Coalition Party decided in their meeting that 
the licence fee should not be imposed and according to that decision 
I was empowered to move that particular motion. So it does not lie 
in the mouth of the Opposition members to say that it was due to the 
pressure of the Opposition that Government accepted that particular 
motion. It was amply demonstrated in this House that they have been 
moving motion after motion, but up till now they have not been able 
to get any motion accepted by the House unless the Coalition Party 
itself agreed to that particular motion. 

Now, let me oome to the merit of this particular Bill. My friend 
OU the opposite has pointed out that the Government should have 
brought a comprehensive Bill. I would welcome such a measure. But 
though this particular measure is a very simple one still the Govern- 
ment had to withdraw the ordinance that had already been passed and 
oven now though they have decided to restrict the crop of 1940 every 
group of the House oppose it on the ground that the record has not 
been prepared correctly. 

Now this step has also been recommended by the Jute Enquiry 
Committee, hut to give effect to all those recommendations simul- 
taneously will involve the Government in very big issftes. So, in 
taking a comprehensive measure, this particular measure would have 
been delayed by a year or two and it would have spelt a great disaster 
for the cultivators. So I congratulate the Government for the step 
tliey have taken. 

Now, I beg to offer to the Government some suggestions so far as 
tbe restriction of crop in 1940 is concerned. I would advise Govern- 
ment that the record in 1940 should be prepared when the jute is stand- 
ing on the land, so that there may not be any incorrect recording. 
Moreover objection has been taken on the ground that the people did 
not get forms for filing objections under section 4(2) and Government 
should now see that forms are available when objections are to be 
tied. There was another reason for which objection was taken; the 
prescription of one anna court fee on the bbjection petition, but Govern* 
f&sni has been well-advised not to impose that particular fee. Govern* 
meat has agreed that no fee should be required in filing objections in 
future preparation of reoords. So the people shall not have that 
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dilteulty ,in filing objections next year. There is also a ooinplaint 
that many areas have been left out. I personally know that there 
were people jrho actually got their lands doubly and trebly recorded 
by offering money or other gratifications. ^So Government should see 
that in future years these things may not happen. 

There is another thing. The Jute Enquiry Committee recommended 
that there are particular areas where nothing but jute is actually 
grown, and the Bill provides in section 3(1 A) that in those areas where 
nothing but jute can be grown special kind of records should be 
prepared for those lands and objections should be filed under section 
4(2). By this provision the cultivator will be able to get his land 
recorded where nothing but jute is grown and no difficulty will be 
felt by him in getting bis land recorded. 

There is another provision in this Bill — section 8(1A). Difficulty 
was felt in the villages that the people generally grew jute in different 
plots in different amis, so to make provision for that the Bill provides 
in section 8(1A) that even if the people want to grow jute by rotation 
they can do it under section 8 ( 1 A > . 

There is another point. So far as the prosecution is concerned 
provision lias been made that no prosecution should be instituted 
without the previous sanction of the Subdivisionol Officer and 1 would 
ask the Government to instruct their officers that in future before any 
complaint is made or any proceeding is taken up they should instruct 
that the Subdivisions! Officer should satisfy himself that this power is 
not abused. 

So far as the jute committees are concerned. Government has 
accepted the policy of nomination on the ground that election will be 
dilatory as well as expensive. We ourselves have agreed that no 
licence fee rfhould he paid. In case of election electoral rolls are to be 
prepared, time should he given for their revision and moreover a date* 
should be fixed for holding the election. So to avoid all these com- 
plications, Government have accepted nomination system. But I shall 
warn the Government that in making nominations they should try ana 
see that only disinterested persons and those who have no axe to grind 
should be nominated aud strict supervision should be kept over those 
persons so that they may not take advantage of the position in which 
they are kept. 

There is another proysion for the constitution of an advisory board. 
The Select Committee reported that the number should be 9. Govern- * 
ment have accepted that the number should he 11. I would advise the 
Government that so far as the personnel of this Board is concerned 
Government should take care ^hat the best men are selected and their 
duties and functions are well-defined and Government should issue 
notifications much ahead of the year of the quota that will be fixed by 
the Government. • 
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There is another clause 6A which has been provided for in this Bill 
by which Government has taken power to make investigations into the 
mills to know about the available stock. This has been .necessary due 
to the fact that when thd^Jute Enquiry Committee s^t the mill- 
owners did not supply information though they were repeatedly asked 
to do so. 1 

I think that Government should take early steps so that the crop 
may be restricted in 1941. They should start taking steps just now 
so that they may take action in the next year. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising 
to speak upon this Bill in this third reading, I do not propose to enter 
into petty controversial questions. But, Sir, the note of condolence 
so pathetically struck by the honourable member of the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce, whom I find absent now, reminds me with 
natural pride of September, 1937. Sir, in the year 1937 at the first 
budget session of this House, various cut motions were tabled on behalf 
of the .Opposition in the matter of fixation of minimum price of jute. 
On that occasion, Sir, our arguments, our facts and figures were 
twisted, and the honourable members supporting the Coalition Govern- 
ment at that time did not rise up to support us. But it must be said 
to the credit of the responsible Government that the pressure which 
was brought to bear upon the Government by the intelligent and in- 
sistent propaganda of the Opposition did not go in vain, and although 
on that specific issue Government went to the lobby defeating us in 
motion after motion, still wisdom prevailed upon the Government and 
at long last they had to apply their minds to this question and come 
to a solution which would meet with the demands of the Opposition, 
consistent with the welfare of the masses. 

i Sir, to-day Mr. Abdur Hahman Siddiqi complains that he is dis- 
appointed at the piece-meal measure of the Bill. Well, he has only 
expressed in a pathetic language the views of the Opposition which were 
expressed in such strong language. Sir, we have welcomed this 
measure in so far as it goes, but we have always made it clear that 
this measure would be of no avail unless it is broad-based upon the 
fundamental question of fixation of minimum price. To-day you can 
regulate; to-morrow you can restrict; but you cannot give the desired 
end to the masses — the vast number of jute agriculturists, unless you 
stand upon the question of how much money they are going to get in 
return. Looking at the matter with the natural pride of the Opposition, 
I would only humbly advise the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department to look at the whole question from a comprehensive angle 
of vision. The adoption of a Jute Bill, when it id passed info law, 

t « 
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will not lqerely be an isolated attack in respect of an isolated problem. 
It will be a big step towards the great nationalisation of the question 
of agriculture^ at least so far as this money crop is ooncemed. 

• As hah bee% pointed out, Sir, by speak^ after speaker, marketing 
is the main question. It is a very important question, and all these 
things cannot be grappled by mere arguments on this side and argu- 
ments on that side. Government must come forward with money and 
plans in order to ensifte proper marketing and proper method of 
arrangement, and for this purpose, Sir, the vast Co-operative Depart- 
ment will have proper utility in this direction. The co-operative move- 
ment was conceived in a spirit of great utility, but we know that on 
account of the lack of comprehensive plans conceived in a spirit of 
nationalism this department has more been a failure than a success 
which it ought to have been. I notice. Sir, that t he Ilon’ble Minister 
is nodding his head. (Laughter.) I do not know whether he is in 
an appreciate mood or in a mood other than that. But I can assure 
him that if he looks at this measure from this point of view, he will 
find that the question of marketing and warehousing gives avenues of 
tremendous departmental work to the great benefit of the vast millions 
in the countryside. 

Then, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Bill to the fact that in the matter of union committee 
there has been a good deal of difference of opinion and he did not Accept 
the opinion of the Opposition in the matter of constitution of the com- 
mittee. I would give him a via media. Let him nominate the com- 
mittee as he is proposing to do, but let him take the existing union 
boards, because union boards can be reconstituted within the meaning 
of this Act even by nomination. I make this suggestion, liecause the 
union boards are oomposed at least of several elected members, and 
these elected members are responsible to public opinion. So, we fear 
that nominated union committees composed of persons who are not 
responsible to the people at large will 1 m» only a tyrannical autonomous 
body which might do as much harm an good to the people. Therefore, 

I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take up my sugg^- 
tion and consider whether he can or cannot constitute union boards 
into union committees by a process of nomination, because after all 
they are the elected members of the people and they will see election 
term after term and therefore they will not do great injustice to their 
own men. 

Then, Sir, there is tlie question of a substitute crop. This matter * 
has not been considered and discussed at all. The question of regulation 
and restriction of jute cannot he effective, unless you give to the 
agriculturists a suitable substitute for this money crop. There is, for 
instance, sugarcane. You will remember. Sir, that in the December 
session I discussed this matter on the basis of a short-notice question 
and I even went to the length of tabling an adjournment motion. At 
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that time the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddirf gave lyml attention to this 
question, a nd he wrote to several sugar mills with a view to getting 
increased prices. Bihar has done it, but Bengal has not yet done it. 
You know, Sir, that af ten the war the price of sugar went,* up very 
much, and the recent export tax which is going to be levied Updn 
sugar by the Central Assembly will give sugar a higher price. So, 
the agriculturists must be persuaded to grow more sugarcane so that it 
may fetch better prices, and if the legislature t,akes up the question of * 
getting increased prices for sugarcane, then restriction and possibly 
regulation of jute will be effected by an automatic process. In this 
connection I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to oonsider the 
question of persuading the agriculturists by bulletins and by other 
propaganda so that they may also take to sugarcane cultivation. After 
all, India is going to be self-dependent upon the question of the 
principal commodities of life, and the price of sugar is now going up 
in the market. Mills after mills have already sprung up, and other 
mills are likely to come up in the near future. 

There is on alternative money crop, namely, cotton, and it is up to 
Government to handle the question not merely as an academic matter 
but as a question to which they can in the near future give a practical 
shape. So, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to consider this question 
and to come up with measures either at the next session of the Assembly 
or earlier if possible in order to ensure minimum price for sugarcane 
at least, so that this Bill will not only prove to he a wholly beneficent 
measure in giving relief to the people but it will also he accompanied 
by other simultaneous projects of a similar nature driving to a similar 
end. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will consider it in a proper spirit 
and take the suggestion that has come from the Opposition. Let not 
the Hon'ble Minister stand on any formality. I do not stand on any 
formality. I have already expressed my natural pride on behalf of the 
Opposition that the seeds have been sown — the seeds of idea# that we 
gave them in the year *1937 and which have now matured, and the 
Government have shown wisdom in accepting the ideas of the Opposition 
ijj the matter of dealing with the question of jute. * (A Coalition party 
member: Question!) What question please? It is a matter of 
reoord. If my honourable friend on the other side will kindly look at 
the pages of the Assembly proceedings, he will find that what I am 
saying is oorrect. Honourable members on that side may question; 
they may question my speech but they cannot question the facts; they 
oannot question the truth that is there in the Assembly proceedings. 

* We take legitimate pride that we have forced Government in adopting 
a measure whicli is ours. (Cries of "Oh ! Oh ! from the Coalition Party.) 
Our complete picture has not bee^i taken by the Government, because 
Government’s imagination is not so wide as the imagination of the 
Opposition, but I say this not in a vain spirit — let the Ministry have 
eEfjkt resources of the Treasury Bench, let them have the votes of 
die Coalition Party, bnt let them have ideas from the Opposition. 

. « * i 
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'"Mr. SIBNATH BfNEfMEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall be very 
brief. I do not want to go into the clauses of this Bill, because they 
have been thoroughly exposed by the various speakers. I would take 
thjs opportunity of offering only a little fdvice to the Government, 
and t would also offer my condolence to them for the vacillating way 
in which they have proceeded with this Bill, how they were forced to 
bring this Bill before the House is a matter on which we can only 
offer the Government ftur condolence. There was a jute Bill long 
before this Assembly was formed. In a previous House Dr. Naresb 
Chandra Sen Gupta had proposed a similar Bill but Government did 
not at that time accept it. Then in the first session of this House our 
colleague Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas brought in a new Bill and several 
other members of the Krishak Praja Party did so, but they were all 
rejected. We told the Government very frankly at the time that we 
were not at all anxious to have our name associated with this Bill but 
were quite prepared to let t he Government amend or alter our Bills, but 
let them do something about this matter of jute, but, Sir, this wus not 
done, and ultimately when it was done it was done in such a way that it 
defeated the whole puri>ose of the Bill. Perhaps the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan might congratulate himself or rather take pride 
in the fact that he was not in the Government at that time, but hie 
boss, the Premier, the IIonTde Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, wus no doubt 
there, who made a very brave show the other day, namely, that he 
would like to consult the whole House, with the result that the whole 
House condemned the provision about regulation for this year 1940, 
and if on every occasion be would allow his followers to speak out 
their minds I am sure that in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred 
his followers would supi>ort the other section of the House, and not 
him, which they are forced to do by reason of the iron chain of 
Coalition. • 

Sir, I would only offer one or two suggestions. I am not going: 
to speak about the nationalisation of the jute industry, but I would 
Certainly insist that the suggestions made by so many different bodice 
including the Muslim Chamber of Commerce, and the Jute Mill* 
Association, that the Fatka market should be controlled, should be 
accepted. I would go further and say that it should be absolutely 
abolished. There is no sense in having a Fatka market, going on. 
Sir, I was talking about anarchy the other day, the Fatka market ie 
another anarchy. If tl^re is to be selling in shares of course that 
is legitimate. But here no shares are sold in the Fatka market. II * 
Government would insist that 25 per cent, of the price of the share# 
should be deposited before a man is allowed to buy shares I think 
the Fatka market could be controlled and the amount of gambling* 
that goes on there cannot go on without detriment to the interests 
of Bengal. And our recommendations in this respect have already 
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been placed before the House. I am not talking of my recommenda- 
tions in tbie connection. I am just reminded by my friend Mr. Biswas 
that I was talking of bodies for whose recommendations Government 
do care, for our recommendations in their opinion are always likely 
to be wrong. But the recommendations of the Muslfm Chamber ,of 
Commerce— this so-called Muslim Ministry has no reason to doubt 
that there is anything wrong in them, especially the recommendations 
of the Europeans who are the real bosses of this House, certainly 
the Government even if they do not agree with them are forced to 
accept, as they have been forced to accept in the piatter of the 
regulation of jute. I do not want to take pride, Sir, that our oppo- 
sition to the regulation was accepted by the Hon’ble Premier or by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. But I must admit with shame 
that because the European group objected to this measure, therefore 
Government felt bound to accept it. But we on this side of the 
House feel very little pride in this matter. But, Sir, when sugges- 
tions about the Fatka market have come from the European group 
and the Coalition Party then I think Government should seriously 
consider this matter and the other measures advocated by the Jute 
Enquiry Committee which was api>ointed by this Government having 
a 76 per cent, majority of the Coalition members. We were only a 
fefw sprinkling of the Congress and Proja Party members in that 
committee, but still such was the logic of facts that the Coalition 
members accepted those suggestions or in most cases as it happens 
and as it was shown the other day in this very House they spon- 
taneously spoke out their minds and we found that they agreed with 
us, but only when they vote in this House we find that they speak 
cut a different mind which is dictated mostly by the European Asso- 
ciation. One point has been made by the member from the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce that we could have well gone forward with 
these imperfect records. Sir, we do agree with this suggestion. 
We could have agreed if he hud said that we could go on with these 
imperfect records but at the same time we should try to perfect 
them. There is still time to perfect these records and go forward 
with regulation or restriction but those suggestions which were made 
for the Coalition group by the Chief Whip were subsequently 
withdrawn. He was forced to withdraw the suggestion of extending 
the date by 21 days, so that the imperfect records could be corrected, 
“but those suggestions did not appeal to the Hon’ble Minister, the 
Premier made a brave show here saying tha£ he wanted to hear all 
aides of the House and because the European group opposed regula- 
tion they dropped that clause like a hot potato. If the Government 
had determination they could really have corrected the records and 
gone forward with the regulation. But they did not do ao and it la 
not our fault that they did not take the records in proper time. I 
aeant to go further. In 1917, a Bill was put forward and last year 



#40.] GOVERNMENT RILLS. ^ W 

vns were dem&ndifig every minute, every* day, that records should be 
token, but that was* not done. As a matter of fact everything regard* 
ing jute has been done by means of Ordinance — Ordinances which 
Government dared not introduce ip this House. Every time some 
excuse *or ot^er was made, assurances ^ere given, but, *Sir, all of 
theni were broken. Then, Sir, lastly an assurance was given that 
an opportunity would be given to discuss the Ordinance but that 
opportunity did not come. Only once we got an opportunity 
of discussing it ofi one day, but that was not conclusive; 
no opinion was taken, that is the position. So if records had been 
taken as suggested by us when the crops were standing, there would 
have been no difficulty and the Hon 'hie Minister would not find 
himself in the sorry position in which he finds himself to-da\ . With 
these observations and with this request that they should not sit idle 
from now or lapse into inertia from which they have been whipped up 
into action, let them even now, as was suggested in my amendment, 
start immediately to get correct facts for 1JM0, so that there will be 
no difficulty later when the question of regulation or restriction or 
extending the area would come. Tho\ can also do other things, 
nameh , ware-housing, regulation of the market, abolition of Fatka 
market, and also the starting of co-oj>erutive sale societies which was 
dropjied almost ten years hack, also because the Euiojiean jute 
interest did not like it. The\ were afraid of those attempts, and 
therefoic the\ could not succeed. Now, the Government has ample 
time in theit hands, let them take the opjiosition into their confidence; 
the\ need not accept all our suggestions, they need not publicly 
admit that they are accepting our suggestions. We shall lie quite 
happy and satisfied if our ideas are given effect to at least paitially. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I must first of all 
express the gratitude of this side of the House to you, Sir, for the 
w*ay in which you have granted even facility for the quick passage 
of the Bill. I am also grateful to those members of the House who 
liuve made constructive suggestions and have tried to help Govern- 
ment in coming to right conclusions. While this Rill is gning*to 
be passed by this House, at a happy moment like this, I do not like 
to enter into an acrimonious discussion although the remarks made 
by m> friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee would rathei provoke me to do 
ao. I shall refrain from making any acrimonious remarks. I do 
not like to stand in the way of those of my friends opposite who 
think that it is on aedbunt of their attitude that the Jute Ordinance* 
has been given up as well as the proposal of a fee on jute growers for 
granting licences. They may indulge in as much self-satisfaction as 
they like. But, Sir, it should !>e made clear that my friend Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar and also Mr. Sibnath Banerjee have on many an 
occasion in the past dashed their heads in vain against the solid rock 
24 



of the Coalition Party. The decision to withdraw 1 /.he Ordinance and 
to accept the proposal for not providing for any ^ee has not been on 
account of what my friends opposite said but on account of the 
fact that the Coalition Party, the Party that really county, the Party 
that is the master of the station, were in favour of these proposals. 
So far as the withdrawal of the proposal to regulate the crop of the 
current year is concerned,' Government have acceded to it with a 
heavy heart and also with a good deal of trepidation of heart, because 
on account of the proposal to regulate the current year’s crop having 
been given up, the apprehension is that the next year’s crop will be 
very much in excess of the probable demand and if that apprehension 
comes to be true, prices will fall very low. Therefore, those of my 
hon’ble friends who have put pressure on Government to withdraw 
the proposal have taken a very heavy responsibility on their shoulders. 
I admit that the record that was prepared under circumstances already 
described was not perfect and could not be perfect. There are 
mistakes here and there, but my hon’ble friends who are op]>osed to 
the regulation of this year’s crop have looked at the question from 
individual viewpoints and not from the wide viewpoint of the whole 
country and the interests of the jute growers in general. 1 would 
say that in spite of the passage of this measure in future also unless 
they tuke a more reasonable attitude, Government will again ‘be 
placed in a difficult ignition when the question of regulating the 
crop comes up in the future. I apprehend, Sir, that whatever care 
and caution may be applied in the preparation of the record, mistakes 
here and there will crop up in all circumstances. (I>r. Nai.inaksxia 
Sanyal : Why?) My friend Dr. Sanyal asks why. I shall give him 
an answer which will satisfy him. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister 

Thi Hoii’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not going to give 
way to the hon'ble member. Sir, l>r. Sanyal asks why should this 
record be at all incorrect ? Dr. Sanyal, I hope, knows about the 
settlement operations that have taken place in the province. In spite 
of all the care and caution taken and in spite of the fac t that several 
years were taken in the preparation of records for a single district, 
there are mistakes here and there. Now, Sir, in the preparation of 
the jute record for the entire province of Bengal, the whole thing 
has to be done at best within a period of three or four months while* 
the jute is on the land. Therefore I appreherid that even in future 
there will be mistakes. But, I say, Sir, that in spite of those mistakes, 
jute can be regtdated and should be regulated and the only appeal 
that I make to my hon’ble friends is tha* in future I hope they will 
kindly co-operate with the Government in the regulation of the crop 
and not bring forward any obstructive tactics. 
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Then, Sir, as regards the question of *the fee, there also my 
hon’hle friend Mr. Ab% Hossain Sarkar must know that the Coalition 
Party was not in favour of that proposal and Government have 
accepted theif view. My hon’ble friend Mr. Siddiqi said that in 
withdrawing th® proposal for the regulatron of the crop of 1940, 
Government have shown some weakness. «I would submit that from 
another point of view my hon’ble friend Mr. Siddiqi might hold that 
Government have showij consideiuble strength in coming to that 
conclusion because Government have retraced their stej>s from their 
accepted policy of the regulation of crop for 1940, Any person who 
looks at the question not deeply and who has not liestowed thought 
ii | m > n it and who looks only at t ho surface of the tiling may supjxise 
that the Government have shown weakness but this is a |n>pular 
Government and if members of all sections of the House wish that a 
particular course of action should be taken, 1 think it is incumbent 
on the Government to take that action. My fiiend Mr. Abu Hossai* 
Sarkar has said that this measure will l»e of no value whatsoever, 
unless Government also fix a minimum price along with the regulation 
or restriction of jute. I would submit that so far as the coming crop 
is concerned Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar and those who think like him 
have almost given up the case for fixing a minimum price hecuuse they 
have l»een responsible for inducing Government, to give up the proposal 
for regulating the crop. I think, Sir, that whatever other jirojHisaU 
there may be, whatever other problems there may be in connection 
with jute, the most important problem is that of regulation. Unless 
an attempt is made to adjust production to the probable demand the 
proposal for a warehousing scheme or for the fixation of a minimum 
price will Vie of no avail whatsoever. If there is overproduction, how 
can you control the maiket by simply declaring on pa]M*r that a 
minimum price is fixed and by pio\iding warehousing facilities. Regu- 
lation of production is the basic thing for solving the problem of jute. 
Unless you can regulate the supply to the demand, all other proposals 
will lie absolutely futile. Therefore, I think that to-day those of my 
hon’ble friends who are giving support to this Bill may congratulate# 
themselves that they have solved the most important of all the jute 
problems connected with jute, namely the question of regulating the 
produc tion of jute. Before I conclude I am tempted to make an appeal 
to mem tiers of the European .group who represent the mill-owners. I 
do not agree with Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar that the interests of the 
mill-owners and those of t^e cultivators are always antagonistic to one 
another. The mill-owners perform a very important function and with- 
out the mill-owners, whether they are Englishmen (Mr. Jogekh Uuaxdua 
Gcpta: Most of them are Scotchmen) or whether they are Indians my 
friends opposite can easily see tfiat serious difficulties will arise in the 
distribution of that important commodity. But if my friends repre- 
senting the mill-owners’ interests do not reconsider the situation is 
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the light of the circumstances that now prevail in the country and 
if they go on in their old way of making^ lafge profits while the 
cultivators get almost nothing for their crop, I think that it will be 
the mill-owners who will, be the greatest sufferers in the long run. 
(Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar was interrupting the Kon’ble Minister 
constantly whilst being seated.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. If 
you wunt to interrupt the proceedings in this way, this is not the 
place where you are to do. I am very sorry to say t*hat I have been 
noticing that for the last few’ minutes. I hope that you will not 
interrupt any more. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In the past, the mill- 
owners had been making enormous profits while the cultivators could 
hardly get what would even covei their cost of production. That 
state of things must undergo a change. As long as the mill-owners 
make a reasonable profit, they will get the support and co-operation 
of all reasonable people in Bengal. I, therefore, think that in the 
coming season, if there is overproduction, they w T ill not take undue 
advantage of the situation and that they will co-operate with the 
Government in whatever measures Government take to give a reason- 
able and proper price to the cultivators. The situation may become 
very critical during the coming season, but I would like to say this 
that Government, in spite of the unfortunate situation that has arisen 
on account of the Ordinance having been withdrawn, will watch the 
situation wit h keen interest and will not fail to take whatever feasible 
and reasonable steps may have to be taken under these distressing 
circumstances, and, I hope, Sir. that it the whole House and parti- 
cularly if those who represent the manufacturers’ interests do not 
stand in the way, God willing, we shall be able to give a proper price 
to the cultivator for his jute in the coming season also. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I put the question witli regard to third 
rending of the Bill, I may say that a little verbal change is necessary 
in clause 2. The House will remember that at the beginning of 
clause 2A as passed by the Assembly the following sentence occurs: 
“In this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or 
context”. But in clause 2 this sentence already there, so it is 
unnecessary. Although we have power to make this verbal change 
ourselves I mention to the House* about this change. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tatimuddin Khan that the Bengal 
Jute Regulation Bill, 1939, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Dr. NALINAKAtfA pANYAL: Sir, as you are to sit 

longer to-night, we submit to you that you will kindly allow us to 
sit for a Jonger time during the voting of^demands also so that we 
may have rnorelnotions taken up during those days. If you to-day 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to sit longer. If the House does 
not want to sit longer, i am ready to adjourn the House at 8 o’clock. 
I am absolutely at your disposal. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we are prepared to sit longer 
provided we are also given similar opportunities during the voting of 
demands. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot guarantee that. I cannot compel the 
House to sit from day to day for a longer period. The House must 
decide whether or not this is an exceptional occasion iu which to sit 
late. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, we are prepared to sit longer 
to-night. * • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the power of extending the 
time of sitting is entirely \ouis and it does not lie in the mnjority 
party . Otherwise, every time we would like to sit longer, the Gov- 
ernment party might shorten the debate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, I know it is within my powers. 
Dr. Sanyal.^do not misunderstand me. 1 do not deny my power. I 
say that the Money-lenders Hill has to be settled now in view of the 
fact that we would 1 h» engaged with the Budget for the next three 
weeks and it lies entirely with the House to decide whether this should 
not be treated as a special case. Now, Dr. Sanya), what you are not 
considering as an exceptional case, I doubt whether your own party 
members will accept that as such. As a matter of fact, I might nay 
that there is another matter which, 1 may tell the House, they are 
anxious to settle, that is, the Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Then, you are not going to take 
any time for these Bills from the time allotted for the Budget 
discussions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have got no time. So, it might be possible 
to make an adjustment in order to sit on a particular date. Anv way. 
Nawab Sabifeb, move vouamotiosg 
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Tl** B “* 8al Mwwy-landar. Bill, 1888, as passed with amendments by 
ths Bengal Legislative Council. 

s . T ! W , HOn ’ ble Na " ab M.M8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

rf.’ 0 ;r: ' that the amendmen,s made by the Bengal Legis- 

consideration' ^ ^ Money ‘ leuders Bill, 1939, be taken into 

I do not like to make any speech at this late hour of the day. I 
by G.e H„use e ame “ d ' ne,,t8 ma,1<? bv th « other House will be accepted 

Tiie motion that the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative 
Council to the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939, be taken into consi- 
deration, was then put and agreed to. 


sion Si, t CHAMDR A CUPTAS As regards further discus- 

1 n’ S "’ ""' y 1 KUggeNt ' and 1 klll >w the Hon 'hie Mi„ister-in-charge 
will readily agree to H. that this Bill may be taken up some day after 
dinner which „ to be provided by the Hon’ble Minister and we can 
th n finish it (laughter). I do not think the Hon’hle Minister will 
disagree (voices: “No”, “No",. 1, is „) minutes to 3 and it is no 

possible to iinish the Bill within 3-30. 


T ,, ( u ^ 6 N “ Wab MU8HARRUFF H088AIM, Khan Bahadur: 

1 do no think any reply is necessary. We may continue the discus- 

:;; , ' an ; 1 1 ; lo ,'r' ' ! 11 wil1 ,ak< ‘ » w time, i ho P e, it 

will be finished by 8-10. 1 


“AHDRA CUPTA: Bu, I think 

propowl ll.ul ». ,ho. il l on,. day ,ii ,f le , dinn„ i, v.r, n,,,pi,H, , 0 
all groups. * 


t Ho " , 1 bl# N, " ab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 think we should go on and let us see what progress we can make. 

r j Mr ’ f REAKERf 1 <hillk the best suggestion which I can make— 
I do not know whether it will be accepted fcy the House or not— is 
that all the amendments way be moved together because after all we 
have got the entire construction *f the Bill. So all the amendment# 
may be moved first, then there will be discussion and amendments will 
then be put one after another because one is related to the other. 

_. Ral HARBHDBA MATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, how can that be? 

Ihe amendtaenU relate ty very different clauses. - 
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Mr* SPEAKER :* Then I will take up clause by clause. 

Dr.* NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Si% I beg to move that clause 
2(13) (h) be omitted. 

Sir, this new clause introduced by t\ie Council should be deleted. 
In this new clause 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you had better move all your 
amendments together. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: They are entirely on different 
grounds and relate to different subjects. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But so far as clause 2 ih concerned you can 
take all together. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But, Sir, although the clause is 
the same the subject is quite different, and there cannot be one reply. 
They relate to different subjects and I want different replies. Clause 
(h) relates to exclusion of certain loans advanced by the Adminitftru- 
tor-General and Official Trustee of Bengal, or the Commissioner of 
Wakfs. The arguments are quite different from the second one 
relating to clause (/), namely, loans or delsuitures in respect of which 
dealings are listed nn any stock exchange, and if the Iion'ble Minister 
is to rep!\ comprehensively and apply the same arguments to both, I 
am afraid it will 1** doing injustice to him as well as to me. 

Sir, 1 have moved that clause 2 (13) (h) be omitted. My argu> 
intuits are«*ery simple. In the very beginning when this Bill was 
thoroughly being discussed in this House, we on this side made it 
perfectly clear that a measuie of this character should not be in any 
way jeopardised b\ too many excluding provisions. We had made 
attempts over and over again to sw that all classes of money-lenders 
be comprehensively covered l»y this Bill and we also tried to make it 
clear that institutions of credit or person# advancing loans might not 
be differentially treated. We were also clear enough to indicate that 
certain class or certain kind of advancement of money only might be 
treated specially. But so far as the source, from which this money 
may be coining, is concerned, there must not be any distinction made* 
at all. This new Nub-clause (h) proposes to exclude from the purview 
of this. Bill the Administrator-General and the Official Trustee of 
Bengal or the Commissioner* of Wakfs or the Official Assignee or the 
Official Receiver of the High Court in Calcutta. The net effect of it 
is, as an esteemed colleague* of ours in this House before he left 
funnily remarked, “while I am alive I adf not in a position to Utilise 
my money to* obtain certain retuA, but if t ate dead there* is nobody 
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to prevent my successors to obtain better retifrn, because in that case 
my property will be, if I so choose, left to the hands of the Official 
Assignee or the AdministraVor-General. He will be free to levy as 
much interest or to exact any^kind of levy which is prohibited by this 
Bill in a manner as he chooses”. Similarly, w r hen a person, be he a 
business-man or be he connected with any company, advances money 
for whatever purposes it may be, he will be controlled by the provi- 
sions of this Act. But if he happens to be an insolvent or the company 
is under liquidation and the property has pot to be acftninistered by 
an Official Receiver of the High Court, then there will be no control 
at all. And fortunately for some members of a particular community 
it has also Wen provided that the Commissioner of Wakfs will be 
excluded from the operation of this measure. I do not understand 
how on earth members of the Coalition’ Rarfy who were at one stage 
very insistent to see that money-lending business in Bengal of all 
classes and of all complexions shouM be controlled could agree to a 
provision of this character which purports to nullify the very objective 
of4his Bill. If the Commissioner of Wakfs is excluded I do not know 
why manapers of Dobottar Estates of certain members of the Hindu 
community should not he excluded also. In that event, — as you might 
be aware, Sir, there are Debottar Estates from which hip landholders 
enjoy larpe income, — they mipht also have pretty hip amount of 
money -lendinp business with the help of Debottar money. There 
would he nothing to prevent them from evading this Law. If you 
want to have this kind of arrangement in favour of a particular group 
or groups which we on this side strongly oppose, it would be leading 
to a most anomalous position. 


Sir, as the amended clause stands, if to-day I am made a Commis- 
sioner of Wakfs and I am entrusted with the administration of certain 
Wnkf estate, the money of that Wakf estate can be administered by 
ms freely and I can raise any amount of interest thereon and can 
nullify the objectives of the Bill. Is that really fair and is that what 
has Wen intended by the sponsors of this legislation who have been 
so very anxious to see that there may W no abuse of the provisions of 
the Billl* I nin not stating these things with any spirit of discrimina- 
tion. I do not complain about discrimination against the Hindus and 
.in favour of the Muhammadans. As a matter t>f fact there have been 
also other occasions where we find discriminations were made in 
favour of certain classes of banks and certain other credit institutions. 
In every case we opposed and similarly we want to record our opposi- 
tion to this case also Wcause I find that through these various 
excluding provisions the jurisdiction the Bill is being gradually 
narr^^d and narrowed and the very objective of the Bill might be 
to a very qprioua extent nullified. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: ft r. Sanval, will you move No. 2 also? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 A>eg to move that clause 
2(13) (i) be omftted. 

Here also my arguments relating to ttie provision for excluding 1 
class or classes of money-lenders, particularly of certain institution* 
of credit, apply with eqdul force, if not greater force. In this amend- 
ment an attempt has been made to exclude loans or debentures in 
respect of whieh dealings an* listed on “any” stock exchange. I 
would request you to mark both the words “loan" separate from 
“debenture” and 1 he wonls “any stock exchange”. All that a money- 
lender has got to do in order to save himself from the operations of 
this Hill is just to change the instrument by which the loan will have 
to 1 m* advanced. A loan can, if a money-lender so wishes, be advanced 
either in the form of the usually known pro-notes or mortgages or in 
the form of stocks which may be in parts issued against a certain lien 
on a property and this may be frteely sold out. There is nothing to* 
prevent a big money -lender who has got a certain amount of cred 1 ^ 
and there is nothing to prevent a big borrower who also has got a 
certain amount of icputation to evade the provisions of the Hill. entire- 
ly and to have simple money -lending transactions — not trunsuction* 
which were pui ported to be excluded under commercial loan, but 
simple money-lending transaction — freely kept out of the purview of 
the Hill by only changing tin* instrument of the loan. It has been 
found out that in the Calcutta Stock Exchange, — so far l am only 
talking of the Calcutta Stock Exchange because that is the stock 
exchange of which we on this side have any direct knowledge, -there 
are about two or three loans only which are, as they are noted, 
“listed on any stock exchange”. 

Of these loans one happens to be a loan against a particular 
zamindary against which certain charges were created by an esteemed 
countryman of ours. 1 think, if there is any justification for relief ip 
any borrower in Bengal, that family and that landholder can equally 
claim a little consideration, specially at the hands of the Coalition 
party, and there could be no justification whatever to compel him to 
submit to the rigours of the loan if relief could 1 m* otherwise provided^ 
for him through the application of the present measure. I would not 
like to mention the names, but I understand that that unfortunate 
gentleman could not be given relief because in that particular loan 
which is in the form of debentures listed in stock exchange are 
interested some of the biggest European merchants of the city and 
even some of the biggest European officials, past and present. It i» 
very regrettable that an attempt should be made to placate a certain 
•action of the European community in a manner which i* most shame- 
fully and*morft nakedly unjust and known to the whole market and 
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probably to the Coalition Party also I nnn it,;. r j . » 

1 »nd if these also -have really any relief ?„dl 7 ■ , Exchange; 

such loans also sl,n„l 1 5 f under thls P ,e#e of kfifis ation, 

that in every other case we are prepared tn „*.„j . 

consideration Prepared to extend some amount of 

s sSS B - “ y--“ “ sar-s 

««lud’ed from the operaUonl This Ml’ W ° Uld 

z%'z%z k z^ 

rival stock ex. h i , * m F pm * *P >» "o time. Already a 

ai stncK exchange is being organised. There is nnflii„„ + * . 

sK-m. fsr£3 

already proposals for having stock exchanges at Camilla T d 2 

Our friends also probably do not know tW r +• ‘ , y 

particular transaction of the stock exchange il I ver sin ple^ff “ 

5f»hM C * n t ffrt h0l< ’ ° f a maj, ' ri,y of th * Committee of the Stlk 
be 1 istT it T 8 P8rti " ular kind of transaction proposed to 
or , a not I '" th . ere »u*omat.c.l]y, whether that transaction may 
or max not 1k> considered to be good enough for usual transaction on 
Jhe stock exchange or on which there may not 1. a large nlnW of 
p< rsons interested to have transactions We find t 
interested parties having shares ZT^L t t\^ ak Z m ^ 

ktwtdT ' k ‘ T" rkH am l ,h ° Se ***** ^ to our ZLrZ 
knowledge can he n.ampulated by interested parties in . particular 

net , result of thi ? t ' laus * ->‘l he* that some big money-lenders 
ho have large money-lending transactions will be exclodL The 

tyrannised. We.have at the very .beginning laid A^ ika 
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that we shall make* no discrimination between rich and poor because 
a debtor is a debtor and the circumstances under which rich debtors 
as also.bigger debtors are compelled to puffer bigger burdens are as 
onerous and burdensome as the circumstances under which debtors of 
moderate and poorer classes are made ato suffer various degrees of 
burden. "Where do we now leave that principle of ours when we are 
going to accept this clause? I submit. Sir, in all seriousness, that 
the Coalition party should consider whether it has been really a wise 
thing on the # part of the Council to have foisted on us these two 
amendments, particularly tlie second one and whether we in the 
Assembly are going to be a party to such invidious distinction and 
iniquitous treatment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in order to save time 

may I have this opportunity to make it clear to the House that the 
Coalition party are determined to put the Bill on the Statute Book 
without the least possible delay 'f Sir, the difficulties pointed out by 
Dr. Kunval are really of a substantial character. We did consider tlieie 
points and the Coalition partv did not agree to any of these changes 
being made or any of the provisions being excluded. But when, the 
Bill went up to the Cpper House the members there thought otherwise. 
We have decided that the Bill should be passed into law immediately. 
Of course, difti cutties may arise but we can make amendments later on. 
But, at. the present moment we feel that for the sake of one diffi- 
culty here ami another difficulty there, the whole Bill should not be 
held up, avid our opinion is that the Bill should be passed with the 
amendments made h\ the Cpper House. 

The metion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval that clause 2 (13) (h) be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval that clause 2 (13) ( i ) be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, this is a very simple proposal. 

1 have heard the Hon’ble the Chief Minister patiently and I realise that 
he and his party are determined to pass this piece of legislation, howsa* 
ever defective it might be. I do not want to question his pow'er to 
pass a Bill with the ntiinber of hands he has got or the number of, 
persons he has collected to his support. All that I feel — thinking in # 
my humble way — is that it is my duty to point out to the House and 
to the Hon 'hie the Chief Minister, to point out the defects 


Mr. SPEAKERS Dr. Sanval, you just move your amendment fimt 
and then* state the reason* why yon want to move it. 



964 GOVERNMENT BILLS. [4th Mil*., 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, I beg to f raove that in clause 
2 ( 23 ), line 4, the words “and includes a proceeding in execution” be 
omitted. ^ 

Sir, my amendment is to delete the words “and includes a proceed- 
ing in execution” in sub-secAion 23 of clause 2. Sir, this clause as 
originally framed and drafted left out or rather made it delightfully 
vague as to whether it will be left out or not. <In my humble opinion 
it left out proceedings in execution of certain decrees which probably 
might have been obtained nearly 12 years back. As jpou might be 
aware, Sir, decrees of the High Oourt may be. kept alive for more than 
12 years. Even in the District Courts I understand from my more 
informed lawyer friends that under certain circumstances decrees may 
be kept alive for upwards of 12 years. It was our opinion when we 
first passed this clause that it would not be lair, nor wou’d it l>e prac- 
ticable, to include within the purview of the suits under this Bill 
measures taken for realising decrees as old as 12 years or above, and 
we deliberately kept out these words. I do not understand what led 
the Council to introduce these few words again. Do they really intend 
toAipset even the High Court decree's of 20 .sears back? If they do, it 
would be creating a serious state of affairs, and even if that was the 
intention, if these words are left out, the word “proceedings” in the 
second line might be used and might well be argued by eVver lawyers 
to show that that word “proceedings” might apply foi proceeding in 
execution of past decrees. So, these words be better left out and the 
clause, as we drafted, he retained. Otherwise, it does not improve the 
situation at all, rather it makes the position very much worse. With 
these few words 1 move, Sir, that these words he deleted. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I oppose the motion of my friend. • 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2 ( 23 ), line 4, 
the word* “and includes a proceeding in execution” be omitted, was 
then put and lost. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir. T beg to move that in sub- 
ci&uae ( 2 ) of clause 2, lines 3 and 4 for the words “a successor in 
interest or surety” the following words be substituted:— 

“a surety and the successors in interest of both the surety and the 
aforesaid person”. 

Sir, the amendment made bv the Council is that the borrower shall 
include a successor in interest or surety but does not include the suc- 
cessor of the surety. Bo under this prpvision it will be the poor 
successors of the sureties who will be the greatest sufferers. In the 
mufussil it is always found that a person borrows money along with the 
surety and if that surety is liable then the successor in interest is also 
liable. If the definition of the borrower is changed to include a surety 
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it tfhould be iurtner changed to include % successor in interest of the 
surety, otherwise th^ successors in interest of the sureties, in whose 
interest also this Bill lifts been enacted, will suffer. With these few 
words, Sir, i move my amendment. 

• * 

The Hoit’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Wont' the Nawab Sahib speak 
a single word in opposing this amendment? 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is the only correct attitude that Government 
may take in this matter, because the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
explained that whatever be its features, the\ will get the Bill passed 
to-day for reasons explained. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 2, lines 3 and 4, tor the words “a successor in interest or surety*' 
the following words be substituted ; - 

“a surety and the successors in interest of both the surety and the 
aforesaid person," ** 

was then put and lost 


('la use ii. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 be« to move that in the pro- 
viflo to (danse .’b in line 2, after the words “such conditions' * the words 
“being not inconsistent with the provisions ot this 4<‘t ’ 1** inserted. 

Sir, it is a very simple mattei and I do not want to inflict a speech 
on my friends. You will notice, Sir, that this clause relates to noti- 
fied l>unks and power has been given to Government to frame rules for 
declaring any l>ank as a notified bank under these rules. Doubts were 
expressed as to whether Government would be well-advised to keep a 
free hand in the matter of declaring a bank as a notified bank, ^nd 
many members from different sides of the House proposed that Govern- 
ment should act in this matter on the advice of the Reserve Bank or 
such experts as they might consider fit. In any event at that moment 
these words “not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act’’ were 
there. Surely Government were not going to frame rules inconsistent 
with the provisions of^his Act and yet I do not know why the Council 
decided to delete these few words which are calculated to restrict thi? 
power of Government to frame rules within the framework of this Act. 

That iff why I propose their restoration. 

• 

Th. Hon'bU Nanb MU8HARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan BahMtur: Sir, 
I oppose the motion. * 
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The motion that in the proviso to clause 3, in line* 2, after the word* 
“such conditions’' the words “being not inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this Act” be inserted, was then pul and lost. 

1 Clause 30. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANDAL: Sir, I beg to move that clause 30 (3) 
be Omitted. 

Sir, I beg to move the deletion of the new sub-clause («?) of clause 30 
as has been introduced by the Council. This clause 30 (3) relates 
•to the following: it empowers a lender to institute suits <9 at any time ” 
after the commencement of this Act in respect of a transaction to which 
either or both of the preceding clauses applies or apply. This clause 
either intends to provoke the money-lender to go to court at once or it 
is intended to take away the limitations that the Limitation Act lays 
down on monetary transactions. So far as the limitation Act is con- 
cerned I am afraid we have not got the power to make any amend- 
ment* Tt is stated here that the lender shall be entitled to institute a 
suit “at any time ” after the commencement of the Act. Whether there 
wil4.be limitation or not, the lender is given power to go to court against 
the borrower at any time after the commencement of the Act. The 
wonderful draftsmen of Government have provided a piece of amended 
draft whLii creates a very anomalous situation. 1 request Government 
to leave this out completely because if this clause is deleted the power 
of a money-lender or the right of a mnne> -lender to go to court remains. 
That right is not taken away, and on the contrary if it is left there, it 
indicates that the money-lender can go at any time or it provokes him 
to go to court straightaway. Why this pointer to the money-lender? 

I submit that it. would be improving the Hill if we retain the old clause 
us it was and not try to adopt this new clause. 

The Hon’ble Nawafo MU3HARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of I>r. Jialinakshu Sanyal that clause 30 (3) be omitted 
wasShen put and lost. 


Clause 34 A. 

«tDr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that clause 34A 
be omitted. 

♦ I also beg to move that in cdause 34A in line %, after the words “a 
Joan” the words “advanced before the commencement of this Act” be 
inserted. 

These amendments are much more serious than the previous amend- 
ments that I sought to propose. Both the amendments refer to the 
same clause and are based on similar grounds. The Council has thought 
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fit to introduce yet another new clause and ii^ this clause they have pro- 
vided that .the sale of property in execution of decrees in respect of 
loans must be restricted to* such property only as would in the opinion 
of the court bring the desired amount decreed and it is also stated 
therein that in case the sale does not bring in the required amount to 
pover the decree, the lender will be debarred from having the property 
sold, and if the decree holder consents in waiting to forego so much of 
the amount as is equal to the difference between the highest amount 
of bid and the price so specified, then alone the property may he sold. 

It will indeed give our lawyer friends a little more oppoitunity to argue 
their cases. It ^vill create a very unomalous situation also. In the 
first place, how can the court decide as to what will he the probable 
value of a property? In the Calcutta High Court, there are provisions 
for the Court appointing un^ Engineer for having certain house pro- 
perty valued, hut it iN not really |w>ssible for any mufassil court to 
have valuation made of projierties sometimes lying in different purls of 
one or more districts. They do not have proper valuers. 

There is also another difficulty. Here tin* decrees {Missed relate not 
merely to loans created after the commencement of the Act hut also 
to loans created before the commencement of the Act. so t hat in aV 
classes of loans the decree holder will have the right to refuse to accept 
a particular hid and I am afraid that it will prolong the agony. Jf th^ 
court had a particular proj**rty mentioned and there was nothing for 
the decree holder hut to get an attachment on the whole property, there 
would he attachment on the whole property and yet there will la* this 
anomaly that the decree holder will not he entitled to the proceeds of 
the sale of a jmrt unless he agrees to forego the difference. He will 
have to agree to accept the highest amount of bid if 1^ wantH to get the 
sale closed. Of course, he will never agree, so that practically speaking 
this clause will tint l>e o|K*rative. I don't think, therefore, that any 
useful purpose, will he served in keeping a clause of this character. 

The Hon’bfe Ntwab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur r 

Sir, I oppose these amendments. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval that clause 34 A he omitted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of I>r. Nalinaksha Sanval that in clause 34A, in line 4, 
after the words “a loan*’ the words “advanced before the commence- 
ment of this Act*' l>e inserted was then put and lost. 

Clauite 32. 

Mr« 8UREHDRA NATH BISWAS* Sir. I beg to move that in 
clause 32, line 7, the following words be substituted for the word 
“repayable** : — 

“which has been pertly repaid/* 
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Sir, my amendment nykes the section very dear: otherwise, it is 
very vague because the court has the power tj> value the crop Which 
is being made in part payment. 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN,o Khan Bahadur: 

•Sir, I oppose it. , f 

. The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 32, line 7, 
the following words be substituted for the ^ord “repayable*’ : — 

“which has been partly repaid’’ 


was then put and lost. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendment No. 15 is not in order. It cannot be 
■moved as it does not come under the rule. 


Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. T beg to submit that it is in 
• order. Under the rule, the amendment must l>e relating to or conse- 
quential to the amendment made by the Upper House. Here the 
Council has left out the words “blanks are left to be filled in” and 
introduced the following words “any entry is left blank for comple- 
tion’’. If the words “instrument creating the loan” are not accepted, 
the result would be that in some cases of loans on shares where blank 
transfers are made, the lender will be debarred from advancing the loan, 
/and will be criminally prosec ,, +«^ 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you formally move your amendment? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, T beg to move that in clause 39, 
in line 7, after the words “any instrument” the words “creating the 
loan” be inserted. 

The purpose is very simple. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already given you an opportunity to make 
a speech. So, you must be very brief. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the instrument of loan, if any 
blank is left, the loan may rightly be open to objection. But if in any 
other connected document or documents where blanks are usually left 
and without such blank transfers transactions cannot be completed, 
such blanks are not permitted to be left, it would be vejy difficult to 
hbve loans arranged on such securities. That is why I propose that 
these words be inserted. 
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nm* H*m+ nus harruff hqssaih, Khm Mmtmt 

Sir, I oppose the amendment. *’ 

The v motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 39, in line 7, 

. after the woi€s “any instrument”, the words “creating the loan” be 
inserted was then put and lost. 

The question that this Assembly agrees to the amendments made 
by the Council to the Bengal Money-lenders Bill 1 939 was then put and 
agreed to. 



Adjournment 


It being 8-30 p.m. — * 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 5th March, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. G. Prtw~19394O-13640A-406 
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Realisation of “Jswar Bfrti” from 
customers bv traders: (Q.) p. 82. 
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Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl 

Appointments made in Burdwan dis- 
trict in connection with Jute Restric- 
tion Scheme: (Q.) p. 313. 
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Toxt-Book Committee for Junior 
Madrassahs. (Q, 1 p. 198. 
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Birbhum: (Q.) p. 314. 

Permanent appointment of ten iiwpeo- , * 
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307, .309 

Clerical appointments made in^District 
Judge's Office. Bankura, during 
1939: (Q ) p. 2.3. 
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(Q.) p. 33. 

Muhammadan clerks in lower division 
in civil courts in Bankura: (Q.) p. 
18. 

. • 

Process-server* under the Diatrict 
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Water-hyacinth menace in Bakarganj: 
<Q.) P. 254. 

Naxlmuddlfi, the Hon' We Khwaja sir, 

•CO.I.E. 

Adjournment Motion C p. 161. 

Allegations against the Offioer-in-charge 
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Difficulties in the matter of interview 
with prisoners in Dum Dum Central 
Jail: (0.) p. 308. 

Insanity of detenu Babu Jagadish 
Chandra Chakrabarty: (Q.) p. 158. 

Intelligence Branch of Police in 
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34. 

JRpy, Mr. Gharu Chandra 

Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 1939: pp. 
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